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And The Pen turns 37 on October 3
Store Hours
M-F 10 AM-7 PM Sat 10 AM-6 PM Sun 12-5 PM
Note: The events marked “Live” offer Signed books. The virtual events do so when noted

Watch these virtual events on Facebook Live or on our YouTube channel and any time thereafter
at a time that suits you. You don’t have to belong to Facebook to click in.
You also can listen to our Podcasts on Google Music, iTunes, Spotify, and other popular podcast sites.

Note that we have opened a YouTube channel just for John Charles’ many author interviews, most of which do not appear in our
regular calendar but are supplemental and varied. Watch at your leisure.

SUNDAY OCTOBER 4 12:00 PM Live Event in our Annex
Join us for a Silent Reading Hour as Banned Books Week
begins. Bring along a Banned Book of your choice or purchase
one from our display in the bookstore. We have candy on hand to
keep up your energy.

The join us for:

SUNDAY OCTOBER 4 2:00 PM Live Book Launch

Lauren Willig discusses What Happens at Nightfall (Harper $30)
A playful Gothic romantic adventure paying homage to the mys-
tery genre with some demon-hunting centered on the sprawling
expanse of Brooklyn’s Green-Wood Cemetery

TUESDAY OCTOBER 6 7:00 PM Live Group Event
Horrors!

Brian McAuley discusses Candy Cain Kills Again (Shortwave
$15.95)

#5 in the Killer VHS horror series from ASU Professor McAu-
ley, our host

Brian Asman discusses #vandeath (Blackstone $29.99)
Richard Chizmar discusses Killing the Boogeyman (Gallery
Books $29)

Concludes the trilogy

WH Chizmar discusses Them (Gallery Books $28)

His solo debut

Abe Moss discusses Morsels (Zando $18)

What is scarier than surviving one’s own family?

WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 7 2:00 PM Virtual Event

Joanne Harris discusses Sleepers in the Snow (Pegasus $28.95)
Set in a house on a snowy moor. “The mix of mystery, suspense,
and ghost story is gripping.”

WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 7 7:00 PM Live Event

Brian Freeman discusses Where the Road Ends (Blackstone
$29.99)

Duluth’s Jonathan Stride in his 12 investigation is so tricky it’s
our October Crime Pick of the Month. Plus it kicks off with
murder on Halloween!

“An exhilarating read. The possible consequences of a contro-
versial shooting form the backdrop to this gripping narrative,
wherein the victims aren’t necessarily unimpeachable, and leads
come from unexpected sources.”

SATURDAY OCTOBER 10 10:00 AM Live Event
Local Author Fair
Come and support independently published authors

SATURDAY OCTOBER 10 6:00 PM Live Event
The Horror Club discusses Daphne Fama’s Gothic The House
of Monstrous Women ($20)

SUNDAY OCTOBER 11 2:00 PM

Dusti Bowling with Abigail Johnson

Bowling discusses The Drowning Game (Union Square $18.99)
A wild ride on Arizona’s Salt River in this Hitchcockian thriller
that’s perfect for fans of Holly Jackson and other Teen adventure
authors

MONDAY OCTOBER 12 12:00 PM Virtual US Book Launch
Jeffrey Archer discusses Adam & Eve (Harper $30)

An absolutely Do Not Miss for any reader of British history or
crime fiction, or of WWII history such as written by Ben Macintyre
Bonus: Our copies limited to 500 include: A personal letter to
Poisoned Pen customers hand-signed by Archer; a Signed Book-
plate; a print of a hand-written manuscript page from an early
draft; one Grand Prize (US customer only eligibility) a Parker
fountain pen and a deluxe chess set relevant to the story

MONDAY OCTOBER 12 7:00 PM Live Event
Father/Daughter Authors Night

Joe R. Lansdale discusses Petrified Dreams: A Hap and Leonard
Novel (Little Brown $30)

15" in the Edgar winning series, and for now, the final chapter
Kasey Lansdale, his daughter, discusses her debut First Chance
(Blackstone $29.99) introducing Texas PI Chance Kirby—and
there’s a dog

TUESDAY OCTOBER 13 5:00 PM Virtual Event

Patrick is our host

Jason Stone discusses The Beauty of the Days Gone By (Grove
Atlantic $28)

Inspired by real events, a vivid and sweeping Western in the
grand tradition of Lonesome Dove and Blood Meridian: a saga of
fathers and sons, captivity and belonging, and the violent struggle
between Texans, Comanche, and Kiowa in the years after the
Civil War

Signed books available



http://www.facebook.com/thepoisonedpenbookstore/live
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTbRuLNmD8EhT4WrGGMVW-w
https://poisonedpen.podbean.com/
https://play.google.com/music/listen?u=0#/ps/Ipbxmcq7cmuxwh4tmrtkz2n7r4y
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/poisoned-pen-podcast/id1470872504
https://open.spotify.com/show/2DcVsXZSSKfIdUsLgxCoY6
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/UhelvOrckPkqVeDm_gfeMQ
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/lwd6ddbDmxTIpEC3Zm41sQ
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/QkNHHGwFs0hmg9chfTy45w
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/gQpiPqSJBXgZ0QejHr2E1g
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/DFe05H_njq7U9Yz1wn1O8w
http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9781638935827
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/nm-BdeWFksz1JJT4F-Rvmw
http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9798228368439
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/BQmk5nUNoKHETP8DB5Nd4g
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/BQmk5nUNoKHETP8DB5Nd4g
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/_J1fXCQ7UnRpabbA0vg15g
http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9780008640385
http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9780316609623
http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9780316609623
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/mxb-Wj-uMvxQxqm7TvMLoQ
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/wLu_br6H3tWqsK6EKDeCPw
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLPrYgWDhBBEahpr40G3u6eAe6mNBbxhF3

TUESDAY OCTOBER 13 7:00 PM Live Event

Nicholas Russell discusses Observer (Harper $28)

A debut horror novel for fans of Jeff VanderMeer and Mariana
Enriquez

WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 14 7:00 PM Live Book Launch
Andrew Child discusses Chain Reaction (Random House $32
discounted price)

Reading this is like watching Reacher as he hooks up with old
and new military colleagues in one of his best missions in years
Tasha Alexander discusses Murder on the Sacred River (St
Martins $29)

Lady Emily and Colin in 1908 India, backstory 1740, marvelous

THURSDAY OCTOBER 15 5:00 PM Virtual Event

Patrick is our host

Elizabeth Hand discusses Unspeakable Things (Little Brown
$30)

A windswept English moor is the scene of a clever Sapphic inver-
sion of Gothic classics

THURSDAY OCTOBER 15 6:30 PM Virtual Event

Spy story night

Robert McCaw discusses Traitors (Norton $29.99)

A Russian sleeper agent looking to defect reveals a mole at the
FB I and a plan for Russia to retake its former Soviet Union ter-
ritories

David McCloskey discusses London Station (Norton $29.99)
Turmoil and betrayal roil a new CIA regime headed by a political
appointee

Former agent McCloskey sure knows his stuff

Signed copies of London Station available

FRIDAY OCTOBER 16 7:00 PM Live and Virtual Event
SciFi Friday discusses Tananarive Due’s The Wishing Pool and
Other Stories (Akashic Books $17.95)

SATURDAY OCTOBER 17 10-AM Live Event

Arizona PBS presents Pati Jinich who discusses Food of La
Frontera: Recipes and New Taste Frontiers from Both Sides of
the Border (Harper $35)

TICKETS: $40 includes one copy of the book

Location: Scottsdale United Methodist Church, 4140 N Miller
Road, Scottsdale AZ 85251

Doors open 9:00 AM. Loads of free parking

There is no streaming for this event

SUNDAY OCTOBER 18 4:00 PM Live Event

Karen Odden is our host

Tim Schooley discusses Circus of the Vanishing Elephant (Htf
Publishing $19.95)

Tim Schooley draws on his own experience as a Ringling Bros.
clown to write this historical fiction set in the world of the 1970s
circus

MONDAY OCTOBER 19 5:00 PM Virtual Event

Patrick is our host

Walter Mosley discusses Hanging and Burning: A King Oliver
Novel (Little Brown $32)

Signed books available

MONDAY OCTOBER 19 7:00 PM Live Event

Karen Odden is our host

Mariah Fredericks discusses Murder on 34th Street (St Martins
$29)

1932 NY when a death threat is sent to the Santa Claus of the
Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade—it also disrupts the daily
routines of the (then) world’s largest department store

An absolute delight and our November Historical Fiction Club
Pick

WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 21 7:00 PM Live Event

Patrick is our host

Meyer Lansky II discusses The Lansky Legacy (Kensington
$30)

A bio of his grandfather Meyer Lansky, Mafia “accountant” and
gambling entrepreneur/money laundering pro, who also aided
the US WWII effort. There are terrific footnotes, letters written
by Meyer to his son, comprehensive coverage of the NY Mafia,
photos, and a deep historical portrait of an era

THURSDAY OCTOBER 22 6:00 PM Live Event
Patrick hosts another ASU Poetry Event

FRIDAY OCTOBER 23 7:00 PM Live Event

Pat King is our host

SciFi icon Alan Dean Foster discusses Lost on Paradise (Black-
stone $32.99)

What we know of Paradise is from videos sent back to Earth

SATURDAY OCTOBER 24 10:30 AM Live & Virtual Event
Croak & Dagger discusses Liz Moore’s The God of the Woods
($19)

SATURDAY OCTOBER 24 11:00 AM Live Event in the An-
nex

The Cookbook Club discusses Jennifer Caraway with Chris
Bianco’s The Joy Bus Cook Book ($34.95)

Attendees are encouraged to bring a recipe from the book to share

SATURDAY OCTOBER 24 2:00 PM Live Event in the Annex
A trio of local authors

Allison Brennan discusses I’ll Be Watching You (Hanover
Square $30)

Angelhart Investigations #3

Jennifer Dornbush discusses Walking on White (Blackstone
$29.99)

The Coroner’s Daughter #6

Paige Shelton discusses The Bone Woman (Crooked Lane
$29.99)

Starts a series set in Black Vulture, Arizona, featuring a bones
expert

SUNDAY OCTOBER 25 4:00 PM Live Event

Beau L’ Amour discusses Skyring Water (Random House $32)

A knockout Cold War thriller ending in Chilean fjords

Douglas Preston discusses Paradox (Forge $15) Signed by Doug
and his coauthor Aletheia Preston with a special extra dust jacket,
the sequel to Extinction ($19.99)

All other Douglas Preston signed hardcovers also on sale @ $15
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TUESDAY OCTOBER 27 7:00 PM Live Book Launch
Michael Connelly discusses The Hollow (Little Brown $32)
Harry Bosch’s origin story

Location: Scottsdale United Methodist Church, 4140 N Miller
Road, Scottsdale 85251

Free to attend but to get any book signed you must buy it from
The Poisoned Pen

Doors open 6:00 PM. Loads of free parking

There is no streaming for this event

WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 28 7:00 PM Live Event

Andrew Klavan discusses Find Me Nowhere (Mysterious Press
$26.95)

Retired assassin Cameron Winter back at work in #6

THURSDAY OCTOBER 29 5:00 PM Virtual Event

A trio of Crooked Lane Press historical mysteries

Jenna Helwig discusses The Foreign Correspondent’s Wife
($19.99)

1949 Paris, murder of an American correspondent’s classmate at
culinary school by the cookbook author and food director at Real
Simple

This is our October First Mystery Club Pick

Rosanne Limoncelli discusses The Spiral ($19.99)

1979 Greenwich Village serial killer thriller

Laura Joh Rowland discusses Resurrection Kill ($19.99)

1953 at a NY’s Resurrection Kill Hospital for the Insane

THURSDAY OCTOBER 29 7:00 PM Live Event
Hardboiled Crime discusses Horace McCoy’s I Should Have
Stayed Home ($11.99)

SATURDAY OCTOBER 31 Happy Halloween
We close at 5:00 PM

British Crime Club One Unsigned hardcover or paperback per
month
Archer, Jeffrey. Adam & Eve with bonus materials

Cozy Crimes Club One Unsigned hardcover or paperback per
month
Foley, Lucy. Murder at the Grand Alpine Hotel

Crime Collectors Club One Signed First Printing per month
Freeman, Brian. Where the Road Ends

First Mystery Club One Signed First Printing per month
Helwig, Jenna. The Foreign Correspondent’s Wife
Hardboiled/Noir Club One Signed or unsigned hardcover or
paperback per month

Ames, Jonathan. A Past without Pictures

SUBSCRIPTION CLUB PICKS FOR OCTOBER
Members get free shipping, a 6-month membership bonus, and sometimes other
special bonus items plus priority over first printings for signed books
We select a book and charge it to you. Free shipping to US Customers.
It’s a Book in a Box treat each month. We do ask that you sign up for a minimum of 3 months.
To join, gift, or request information please email sales@poisonedpen.com

Historical Fiction Club One Signed Hardcover First Printing per
month
Archer, Jeffrey. Adam & Eve with bonus materials

Historical Fiction Paperback Club One Unsigned paperback
per month
Mentink, Dana. Murder in the Marquee

Notable New Fiction Club One Signed First Printing per month
Willig, Lauren. What Happens at Nightfall

Romance and Relationships Club One unsigned hardcover or
paperback per month
Heil, Emily. A Pinch of Magic

SIGNED BOOKS
A note here: All of our Signed Hardcover books are first printings

HALLOWEEN READS
Are scattered throughout this Booknews and highlighted for you

by the symbol "W And we have them for all ages—so many
cute ones for kids—at the store. Here’s one for everyone:

e Mackey, Malorie. The Goth Atlas: A Guide to the World’s
500 Most Spooky and Macabre Places (Chronicle $30) includes
sites like Caerphilly Castle in Wales and Himeji Castle in Japan,
both famously populated by spirits; Philadelphia’s fortress-like
Eastern State Penitentiary; the Museum of Anthropology’s Room
of 10,000 Ancient Skulls in Lima, Peru; Mexico City’s Island of
the Dolls; as well as alternative music festivals, clubs, shopping
districts, witch markets, and more.

SIGNED BOOKS FOR OCTOBER

Archer, Jeffrey. Adam & Eve (Harper $30). BONUS: Our copies,
limited to 500, will include a letter to Poisoned Pen customers
hand-signed by Jeffrey; a Signed book plate; and a print of a
hand-written manuscript page from an early draft. We ship world-
wide. All US based orders will also be put into a drawing to re-
ceive a Parker fountain pen and a deluxe chess set relevant to the
story shipped to the winner by Harper Collins, Jeffrey’s longtime
publisher. Our US book launch: Monday October 12 12:00 PM
This sweeping historical seeded with real people and
events stands with novels by Ken Follett and nonfiction by Ben
Macintyre. I could add fans of Jacqueline Winspear and Rhys
Bowen and even Ian Fleming will devour it too. One reviewer
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call it “an engrossing homage to the Victorian novel.” It is im-
mersive so set time aside. With the bonus materials it will be
excellent for gifting.

One Starred Review which I could have written myself:
“Archer winds down his five-decade literary career.. On Novem-
ber 11, 1918—the final day of WWI—two babies are born on
the East Anglia estate of the Earl and Countess of Brancaster.
One baby is Evelina Brancaster, the earl and countess’s daughter.
The other is Adam Preston, son of the noble family’s shepherd
and a maid. Over the ensuing decades (the timeline runs from
the armistice of WWI to the final months of WWII), Adam’s and
Evelina’s lives intersect and diverge in epic fashion. As Evelina
grows up and considers suitors, the fate of her family’s estate
falls into question. Adam, for his part, develops intense feelings
for Evelina in adolescence. Meanwhile, historical events, includ-
ing the 1936 summer Olympics in Berlin, unfold in the back-
ground—until they threaten the lives and happiness of Archer’s
leads. Archer peppers the action with clever speculative elements,
including a ‘what if” scenario about Hitler’s plan to invade the
U.K., and walks an impressive tightrope between indulging and
updating the conventions of the works that inspired him.”

I also recommend End Game ($18.99), Archer’s amaz-
ing last thriller based on (mostly real) security threats to the 2012
London Olympics diverted by his longtime series lead, Scotland
Yard’s William Warwick. You can watch Jeffrey discuss it with
me Here

W Asman, Brian. #vandeath (Blackstone $29.99). Two feud-
ing #VanLife influencers must put aside their differences in order
to survive when they are stalked by a masked killer in a remote
stretch of Death Valley.

Brennan, Allison. I’ll Be Watching You (Hanover Square $30).
Private investigator Margo Angelhart has recently rejoined

her family’s PI business, but she never forgot the reason she
walked away. Three and a half years ago, her father, Dr. Cooper
Angelhart, pled guilty to killing his colleague. While she

never believed he was guilty, her mother, Ava, refused to help
investigate and wouldn’t explain why. When a nurse who once
worked with Cooper reaches out, Margo leaps at what could be a
potential lead...only to stumble across the nurse’s grisly murder.
Then, Cooper is mysteriously transferred to a penitentiary out of
state in the middle of the night....

"W Chan, Eliza. The Harbor of Hungry Ghosts (Orbit UK

$60). Babel meets Buffy the Vampire Slayer when a family of
demon hunters find their hands full when unfamiliar monsters
start stalking the streets of Opium War-era Hong Kong, in this
fantasy adventure from No. 1 Sunday Times bestseller Eliza
Chan. This book is so gorgeous I bought just half a dozen for
anyone looking for a spectacular Halloween novel. I wish our
software would pick up the cover art but I can put it into the
Enews and I admit I bought these because it is spectacular.
We only have a half dozen.

The Au family serve the people of Hong Kong: blessing
shrines, honoring the dead and dealing with dangerous monster
incursions. The expectations on eldest daughter Kiamling are
high, which is not something her strict grandmother will let her
forget. When the British disrupt the Hungry Ghosts festival and
her grandmother is seized by a strange new monster, Kiamling
must step up and lead the search. She is aided by unexpected al-
lies: Archie, an earnest civil servant, Hoi gor, childhood sweet-

heart turned merchant-pirate and Jingling, her younger sister
keeping secrets of her own. Kiamling must figure out who is
behind the incursion and more importantly, how to defeat them.
With British fables mingling with local Chinese monsters, can
Kiamling prove herself, when the old rules no longer seem to ap-
ply?

Child, Andrew(Lee). Chain Reaction (Random House $32 special
price and for attendees on sale a week early. Mail order, ask for
yours to be dated but we can’t ship it early, it releases October
20). Reading this terrific chapter in the series is like watch-

ing Reacher — easy to see Alan Richardson in the action scenes
(although maybe not so much in the sex scenes, and yes there are
a couple!).

General Susan Turner, based deep inside the Pentagon,
has the means and the motive to do an off-books investigation.
But still she needs Reacher’s help after a member of her team
has been brutally murdered on covert duty. Deb reviews: “One
always has to worry about the women lucky enough to land a
romantic entanglement with Reacher—they tend to wind up
heartbroken or dead. Not this time. In Chain Reaction, Major
(now General) Susan Turner will have you holding your breath
for both her life and her career. We already know Reacher consid-
ers Turner someone he trusts, someone he turns to when he needs
help. What’s new—and satisfying—is the reversal: this install-
ment reveals Susan feels exactly the same way about him. So
when she needs to run an investigation outside official channels,
with her career on the line, she tracks Reacher down herself. The
two team up for a wild ride involving massive Al data centers,
miles of gravel, and tech-bro deceit. A fabulous addition to a
fabulous series.”

Lee is teaming up with Yasmin Angoe to write a spin off
to go with the TV spinoff series for Neagley which premiered on
Amazon Prime on September 16 — the book Zero Margin (Ran-
dom House $32) is out next March.

"W Chizmar, Richard. Killing the Boogeyman (Gallery Books
$29). This Horror trilogy finale shows fans that notorious se-
rial killer Joshua Gallagher—dubbed “the Boogeyman” by the
media—has vanished from prison. One moment, he was locked
inside a maximum-security cell; the next, he was gone, leav-
ing behind on the wall a crude hangman puzzle and two chilling
words: IT’S TIME.

Now, days later, the world is coming apart again. Bod-
ies are turning up near writer and Gallagher confidante Richard
Chizmar’s home, echoing the Boogeyman’s signature horrors.
The news frenzy reignites while the police chase shadows...even
as Gallagher’s twisted true crime fan base celebrates online,
acknowledging that he’s something more than human now. To
everyone else, it’s a desperate hunt for answers. To Chizmar, it’s
more like destiny closing in. The evidence, the sightings, the
voices in the dark all point to one unthinkable conclusion: the
Boogeyman never left. And very soon, Chizmar must come face-
to-face with the thing wearing Gallagher’s skin, and learns all too
quickly that some nightmares don’t return—they evolve.

"W Chizmar, WH. Them (Gallery Books $28). In his solo debut,
WH writes a speculative chiller. A top-secret government project
hits upon a revolutionary idea for transporting matter across the
vast reaches of the universe, and it succeeds in bringing some-
thing back. Something alive. Soon, mankind’s reign comes to an
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abrupt halt when a truck hauling a very special shipping container
overturns and rolls off the highway, unleashing an otherworldly
horror upon an unsuspecting New England countryside, where it
cannot be contained.... Several years later, an unidentified man
emerges from the rubble of humanity, seeking other survivors and
a shred of hope amid an eerie and lonely landscape. He travels by
night up the rural East Coast, discovering Americana ruins and
encountering monsters the likes of which no one has survived.
Scarred and molded by the cruel horrors of this new natural order,
he must face where maybe everyone has become monsters.

% Cleeves, Ann. The Dying Light (St Martins $29) is Matthew
Venn #4 moving you fans from the Scottish isles down to Devon
once again in the effective sequel to The Raging Storm ($19). A
scorching heat wave marks the start of the summer in Devon. De-
tective Matthew Venn and his team are called to Tide House, the
Devon vacation home of well-known MP Paul Armstrong, where
Armstrong’s daughter, Hannah, and her friend, Lottie, had been
staying ahead of a family vacation. Armstrong found Lottie dead
in the pool, with Hannah nowhere to be seen. His public profile
means the U.K.’s ministry of the interior watches and weighs in
on every move Venn makes as he searches for answers, which
come via observations from local villagers and conversations
with the girls’ parents and friends. As always, Cleeves is strong
on atmosphere, and she crafts well-rounded characters whose
overlapping secrets form an engrossing puzzle—developments
in the personal lives of Venn’s investigators land with the same
sense of occasion as bombshells about the victims’ lives.

Connelly, Michael. The Hollow (Little Brown $32). Ask for your
copy to be dated as this is the book launch.

When Harry Bosch was eleven years old, his mother was
murdered and he became a ward of the state, housed in MacLaren
Children’s Center, a notorious facility where abuse was rampant.
Decades after its closure, a massive class action lawsuit has
resulted in a multibillion-dollar settlement for former residents.
But when Bosch’s half-brother, defense attorney Mickey Haller,
brings him word that Harry is entitled to $400,000, Bosch says
he doesn’t want the money. He wants justice. Herein Connelly
explores Bosch’s origin story.

In 1960s California, Bosch met a young Black boy
named Charlie “Chops” Lamb while both of them lived at
MacClaren, a harsh orphanage where misbehaving children
were confined in a dank space known as “the Hollow.” Chops
was found dead in the Hollow in 1965, when Bosch was 15; his
official cause of death was blunt force trauma, but police hardly
investigated the case. Six decades later, Bosch joins a class action
civil suit against MacClaren—not for the money, but because
Bosch’s status as a plaintiff grants him access to the facility’s
records. He becomes newly galvanized to find justice for Chops,
learning that the person who probably killed the boy is attached
to other crimes and trying to cobble together enough evidence to
convict him.

Cosimano, Elle/Hannah Morrison. Home for the Homicides (St
Martins $29). A slightly spicy seasonal mystery Signed for us by
both authors.

Welcome to Christmas, a town so cozy and charming it
could be the backdrop of a Hallmark movie, where crime is never
in season and it’s the holidays all year round. So when a tourist is
found stabbed to death by an icicle ornament in the middle of the
town nativity scene, the local police are out of their depth—after

all, how do you find a criminal in a town where crime doesn’t
exist? The stakes are high: the whole town is relying on Holly
and Mark to solve the crime before the annual Jingle Bell Jubilee
festival (which naturally the town’s entire economic survival
relies on), plus, whichever of them cracks the case will receive

a promotion to Major Crimes—and there’s only one spot. Holly
and Mark are both on thin ice after screwing up on the job. This
assignment is their one shot at redemption, if they can put aside
their bitter rivalry. And of course, it’s not only their careers on the
line, it’s their hearts, too—regrets of their holiday party hookup
last year haunt them like ghosts of Christmas past.

Dornbush, Jennifer Graese. Walking on White (Blackstone
$29.99). The Coroner’s Daughter #6 begins when a ferocious
snowstorm buries Freeport, Michigan. And the unexplained death
of a high school student takes a dark turn as medical examiner
Emily Hartford and her team investigates whether he died of
exposure or from a vindictive act of revenge “ Dornbush has
such a gift for making Michigan winters feel alive, because
they are, and seriously dangerous in the best possible way. In
Walking on White, she masterfully blends atmospheric tension
with real emotional depth, creating a story that’s as chilling as
the snowstorms she describes so vividly.” Walking on White
($19.99).

Dugoni, Robert. One Split Second (Thomas & Mercer $16.99).
Tracy Crosswhite’s friend Jenny Almond, the former sheriff of
Washington State’s Klickitat County, has just lost reelection after
her opponent ran a dirty campaign. During Jenny’s remaining
weeks in office, Vietnam vet Anthony Alvarez calls her at home,
fretting that “they’ll come for me.” Anthony is too panicked to
provide many details, but Jenny gathers that, 45 years ago, he
was a suspect in the disappearance and suspected murder of teen-
ager Jacquelyn Parker. When Jenny arrives at Anthony’s home,
she hears two gunshots. Anthony then races toward her, holding
what appears to be a knife, and Jenny fires at him. Klickitat’s
new sheriff-elect presses for her to be charged with first-degree
murder, citing the bullet wound in Anthony’s back, which he
actually sustained from an unseen assailant. Tracy then agrees to
help build her friend’s defense, which requires her to dig into the
Parker case.

* Fforde, Jasper. Dark Reading Matter (Soho $29). The wildly
inventive final installment of the Thursday Next series opens in
Wantage where the literary detective discovers that Shakesmania
has been bought by a private equity firm and is being rebranded
as a theme park devoted to Francis Bacon—the supposed real au-
thor of Shakespeare’s plays. Thursday also suspects that someone
is trying to kill her and may want to change the plot of the final
Thursday Next novel. In fact, a villainous entity could be trying
to seize control of all of literature—and gain access to the Dark
Reading Matter, a realm where book drafts and rejected ideas are
stored. Before long, Thursday finds herself in the BookWorld, a
dimension where characters from literary works (such as The War
of the Worlds and The Great Gatsby) dwell, as she tries to save
literature and defeat those who would destroy it. In this absurdist
romp, characters dip in and out of dimensions and time frames,
the story takes on culture, politics, and tech, and forms a tribute
to the might of the written word.

Packed with clever metafiction, absurd humor, and af-
fectionate literary satire, this imaginative adventure is a fitting
farewell to one of this crime/fantasy mixed genre’s most beloved
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heroines. Fans have been waiting 14 years for a new install-

ment and weren’t sure if there would ever be one. Yay, Thursday
is back to her old hijinks, popping in and out of other novels

in an attempt to stop Al from replacing authors (or something
like that). A Starred Review calls it “a rollicking jumble of plot
devices, dad jokes, literary references, existential dread, and pure,
joyful silliness.” Note too that Dark Reading Matter has foot-
notes, blank pages, multiple fonts, and a false ending.

I add that Fforde skewers dull fiction—he embraces the
“narrative dare” and considers the impact of Al on publishing
worrying. “Big Tech will try and take over publishing because
they don’t understand novels,” he says. “They think they’ll be
able to churn them out. But you’ll not be able to emulate specula-
tive and fantasy novels that push at the boundaries of imagina-
tion.”

It’s rare to get this British author’s signature so this is
truly special. If you somehow missed the start of the series in The
Eyre Affair ($18)—a sensational hit, I reccommend ordering it
asap and diving in before reading this closing chapter.

* Fitzharris, Lindsey. Sleuth-Hound: The Case of the Real
Sherlock Holmes (Farrar Strauss $30). Throughout nineteenth-
century Edinburgh, the surgeon Joseph Bell was known for

his extraordinary talent for detection and diagnosis. To the
amazement of onlookers at the Royal Infirmary, he could read

a patient’s ailments, occupation, and personal habits from a
single glance. Though such deductive powers were all quite
“elementary” to Bell, they had a profound influence on the
medical student and budding writer Arthur Conan Doyle, who inn
1878 slipped into Bell’s operating theatre to watch. Soon enough,
Bell’s methods helped spark the creation of fiction’s most iconic
detective. Today we might say that Bell had some form of neuro-
divergence, or maybe he was just extraordinary gifted. But today
we would say that Holmes was on the spectrum—as we’d also
say of Poe’s Auguste Dupin.

% Foley, Lucy. Murder at the Grand Alpine Hotel (Harper $30).
Marvel at Marple. A surprise—more Signed copies of this new
Miss Marple commissioned by the Christie Estate than we
expected. It takes our keen elderly sleuth high up into the Swiss
Alps to a posh resort where various guests with varied agendas,
some murderous, are assembled to enjoy luxe accommodations,
perilous climbs, and powdery slopes. Access is limited to just one
winding railway. It’s great fun with great scenery and in the end
Miss Marple, the quintessential cozy sleuth in the British sense of
cozy, deals out her usual ruthless justice. Enjoy the trip. And the
dramatic cover art.

Foster, Alan Dean. Lost on Paradise (Blackstone $32.99). Like
millions of others, Jonos and Liina scrape by on her poorly
paying job and what little money he gets selling items scavenged
from rich people’s trash. Like millions of others, Jonos and Liina
dream of Paradise. Paradise: a beautiful, clean, verdant world
where three races live in harmony—at least, according to the
videos sent back to Earth. But....

Fredericks, Mariah. Murder on 34th Street (St Martins $29). This
astute, humorous, acutely observant and often amusing gem is
our November Historical Crime Pick—the crime scene is NY
1932 and Macy’s getting ready for the Macy’s Thanksgiving
Day Parade. So in its way this is a miracle on 34" Street if the
Parade can be brought off and the murders solved without public

panic. This book is a true delight that I highly recommend and is
also a reminder of the era of great department stores before the
advent of digital shopping. I grew up where Marshall Field’s was
such an icon so nostalgic for me. Fredericks tours you through
the public and private realms of what was the world’s largest
such store with a sharp eye and tongue that truly skewers human
nature and also celebrates it.

Freeman, Brian. Where the Road Ends (Blackstone $29.99).
Jonathan Stride is back! It’s his 12" investigation of murder

in Duluth. Moving to Florida hasn’t stopped Freeman from
writing his iconic Stride series and he clearly recalls Minnesota’s
late fall freezing weather in our October Crime Club Pick.
Jonathan Stride’s partner, Maggie Bei, is on her way back from a
Halloween party (dressed as a sexy witch) when the “shots fired”
call came through. Unwisely she drives to the home of Judge
Gordon Hartwick to find the jurist and his wife dead in their bed.
The identity of their murderer seems obvious: Jordan Waite, the
man she discovers hiding in their bedroom closet who flees the
house. Bei fatally shoots Waite. Then Stride has to deliver bad
news: Waite was not armed as she supposed, and tests indicate he
did not fire a weapon that night. Though evidence does surface
that Waite was in the act of robbing the Hartwicks, his presence
around the time of the killings appears to be coincidental. Bei

is put on leave and faces the prospect of ending up in prison for
killing Waite. So Strike digs in, another series of crimes tracks,
and we head for one surprise after another including a big one for
Stride. Freeman has always been a terrific plotter.

Garmus, Bonnie. Peck & Peck (Scribner $30). The story is set
in the publishing world of 1980s New York City where a young
man’s life turns upside down when he is hired by the most pres-
tigious, secretive, and dysfunctional poetry journal in the world:
the renowned Peck & Peck. We have just a dozen signed copies
so order quickly. We will also have regular stock.

Precocious California-raised Batter Gray hopes to do his
bookish parents proud by landing a job in publishing. Batter fell
in love with poetry as a boy, and in college he became a devoted
reader of poetry magazine Peck & Peck. After graduation, he
lands an entry-level job in the journal’s office in New York City,
relegated to the moldy basement mail room. Determined to shine,
Batter tries not to let anyone get to him. Not boisterous, narcissis-
tic editor-in-chief Salton Peck, nor his salty assistant, Dexter, nor
the staff of 39 ornery and ambitious editors. Still, feeling over-
whelmed and underappreciated, Batter makes critical errors in
judgment and gets in all sorts of mischief, from struggling to plan
a company celebration to winding up in jail on arson charges.

% Gregory, Philippa. Royal Witch (Harper $32). 1420 England.
Eleanor Cobham arrives at the court of Henry V. Pretty but not
highborn, she hopes for nothing more than to marry well. Soon
ambition blooms. “You know what you’re getting and are never
disappointed: page turning stories, dark plots, grim deaths, hid-
eous torture, heartbreaking love, intrigue, betrayal and ruthless
social climbing, all set in an era of history that is eternally fasci-
nating. Boleyn Traitor is utterly compelling and unputdownable,
dominated by the monstrous tyrant King Henry VIII who one
loves and loathes in equal measure.”—Santa Montefiore

Helwig, Jenna. The Foreign Correspondent’s Wife (Crooked Lane
$29.99). Here’s a debut by the cookbook author and food director
at Real Simple for our October First Mystery Pick.
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Let’s visit 1949 Paris where the privations and gloom
of the war has given way to its cosmopolitan spirit and joie de
vivre. Americans are arriving in droves, including the fiercely
independent former reporter Kat Kelly and her husband—a
hotshot foreign correspondent. Forced out of journalism by the
old boys’ club, the tenacious Kat has moved on to pursue her love
for French cuisine where she runs into the same male prejudice at
the prestigious culinary school that accepted her. Worse, this new
chapter turns deadly when she finds the bloody body of an Ameri-
can classmate, Toby.

“For fans of both Agatha Christie and Julia Child, The
Foreign Correspondent s Wife is an atmospheric, charged, and
charming grand gdteau of a novel. The vividly evoked 1950s
Parisian setting is glamorous, and its juxtaposition against the
shadows of the Occupation adds gravitas. A delicious page-turner
with a delightful new heroine who proves that, for many, the war
never truly ended.” —Susan Elia MacNeal

Jinich, Pati. Foods of La Frontera Harper $35). From Pati Jinich,
acclaimed chef, New York Times bestselling author, and star of
James Beard Award—winning PBS series La Frontera with Pati
Jinich and Pati'’s Mexican Table, a cookbook of 125 recipes
celebrating the rich cultures and foods from where the U.S. and
Mexico meet. What a terrific holiday gift idea.

TICKETS: $40 includes one copy of the book. This is a fund-
raiser for Arizona PBS

Jones, Stephen Graham. Off the Reservation (Saga Press $32).
A ragtag group of activists sets out to repatriate the bones of a
Blackfeet boy taken to the infamous Carlisle Indian Industrial
School. Five years have passed since the massacre on the Black-
feet reservation in Stephen Graham Jones’s breakout bestseller
The Only Good Indians. Nathan Yellow Tail, one of the survi-
vors of the revenge murders, finds himself in the hospital after a
terrible accident that should’ve killed him and that nearly killed
his best friend, Sebby, who is hanging on to life in a room a few
doors down. Nate’s life is out of balance, so when he is given the
chance to reset his life, and maybe save Sebby in the process,
Nate steps up, again.

Khan, Vaseem. The Man with the Golden Compass (Zaffre UK
$50). James Bond never dies, he’s just reimagined by different
authors. Khan picks up the franchise’s torch here with a new
focus. Fresh from successfully reinvestigating his childhood
friend’s mysterious death, Q is hired as a civilian contractor

by the police in his sleepy hometown to look into the unsolved
murder of tech millionaire turned online antique dealer, Laurence
Noble. Six months ago, Noble was tortured and killed, a circular
object made of gold and inscribed with mysterious runes found
in his pocket. As Q investigates, he finds himself dragged into

a chilling conspiracy where past and present meet in a way he
could not possibly have imagined.

L’ Amour, Beau. Skyring Water (Random House $32). A terrific
Cold War thriller begins in 1961 Europe and ends in remote
South American fjords. Cussler fans will find it interesting, as
will those of Robert Harris, Steve Berry, Robert Ludlum, and
Ryan Pote. L’ Amour signed this for us in July but he’s back to
chat with Douglas Preston October 25 at 4:00 PM. Fans of his
father Louis should come and Beau is the executor of Louis’
literary estate with much he can say.

1961. The world is on the brink of nuclear war. Empires

are crumbling. And in Barcelona, chaos is unleashed when a
rogue officer of the East German Stasi attempts to blackmail a
pair of struggling arms dealers. The secret—thirty tons of stolen
gold hidden in an icebound wilderness at the end of the world.
Mike Fowler is a former Navy salvage diver and OSS assassin.
Anton Voss is an expatriate German scientist whose past grows
darker the closer anyone looks. Once they might have been
enemies, yet the two share an inseparable bond: They have
saved each other’s lives. But all of that is put at risk when Mike
discovers Anton standing over a midnight visitor with a gun in
his hand. Now they’re on the run, allied with gangsters, pursued
by the CIA, Israeli intelligence, and a shadowy cabal bent on
creating an invisible empire. The trail leads from the rain-soaked
docks of Marseilles to the futuristic towers of Caracas and the
ruins of a secret island laboratory in Argentine Patagonia. The
only way for Mike Fowler to save his oldest friends, and the
woman he loves, is to unlock a decades-old mystery buried in his
partner’s Nazi past....

Lansdale, Joe R. Petrified Dreams: A Hap and Leonard Novel
(Little Brown $30). Patrick reviews the fifteen and final novel in
this Edgar Award-winning series: “It’s been thirty six years since
Hap Collins and Leonard Pine first appeared in the mass market
paperback original, Savage Season. Hap, a white liberal, and
Leonard, a gay republican, immediately defied genre stereotypes.
At first they are just working-class schlubs with a knack for get-
ting into shit in the name of truth and justice, Along the way they
make a career out of it, becoming licensed investigators. It’s been
a wild ride, and along the way our heroes have put together a rag-
tag assembly of found family members. Far be it for Lansdale to
put these (truly) iconic characters out to pasture quietly: with Petz-
rified Dreams he ends things as boldly and outrageously as one
could imagine. I can’t wait to see where Lansdale goes next!”

Lansdale, Kasey. First Chance (Blackstone $29.99) introducing
Texas PI Chance Kirby—and there’s a dog. This debut is set in
the backwoods of East Texas and is filled with quirky characters
and banter. Of her father Joe, she writes, “I really think his abil-
ity for dialogue and place is unmatched. I adapted some of his
work for comics, and it was then that I really understood how
much was being packed into each sentence. When you’re trying
to break something down panel by panel, you start to under-
stand how much is really being shoved into each word, and how
intentional it has to be. I think the book I tout the most is his The
Bottoms—I think it’s our generation’s 7o Kill a Mockingbird.”

Lansky, Meyer II. The Lansky Legacy (Kensington $30). The
Mafia co-founder’s grandson draws on a fantastic trove of family
letters and history to recount Meyer Lansky’s life from his immi-
grant beginnings in NYC and early friendship with Bugsy Siegel
to his life spent building empires. He would transform the desert
town of Las Vegas. He also helped to build Cuba as an infamous
getaway with its exotic and lavish casinos—only to watch it dis-
sipate almost immediately under Fidel Castro. As dangerous as
he was brilliant, he constantly sought and found ways to lever-
age power. As his star rose in organized crime, his family faced
disability, mental illness, estrangement, and periodic financial set-
backs. Alongside the family drama was ever-pervasive violence,
surveillance, hit jobs, and business deals. He was also a loving
family man, bringing his family to Cuba, Saratoga Springs, and
the Jersey Shore. He doted on his daughter, Sandra, and took his
boys to see the Yankees. His letters to his son, Paul, then to his
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grandson, are quoted at length in this book. Lansky represents

a classic American contradiction—the immigrant who strikes it
rich, the family man who tries and fails to shield his family from
his reputation, the Jew who initially renounces his faith but uses
his muscle to beat back anti-Semitism, famed for his wealth but
offended by materialism, the American patriot who uses his street
smarts to break the law as well as help the WWII effort.

W McAuley, Brian. Candy Cain Kills Again (Shortwave
$15.95). #5 in the Killer VHS horror series from ASU Professor
McAuley, our host for the Horror Quartet on October 6.

In this sequel to the acclaimed slasher that Stephen
Graham Jones called “a novella with a heart the size of a
franchise,” the survivors of the Christmas Eve carnage at the
Thornton house head to the Church of Nodland to confront
the local congregation. Little do they know that Candy Cain is
coming to town to wish one and all a very merry axe-mas!

McCloskey, David. London Station (Norton $29.99). David joins
me in recommending Robert McCaw fabulous spy story Traitors
(Norton $29.99) which I have already praised heavily to you.
Robert joins David in our October 16 virtual event.

Hmm, an all too plausible scenario here. A new US
administration has taken office, installing a political appointee,
brash and unconventional, as the new CIA director, a man
skeptical of old alliances and determined to disrupt the Agency.
When the axe falls on the chief of London Station, the agency
veteran decides to spy for the Brits—a betrayal uncovered by
his replacement, Artemis Aphrodite Procter. Caught between
a turncoat spymaster and a ruthless new boss back at Langley,
Procter must now navigate a tense environment as old friends
become adversaries and no one knows whom to trust. Adding
to the chaos is a new breed of private intelligence agency: a
secretive and powerful company run by a reclusive billionaire
with a very different agenda than the two old allies who are
suddenly at each other’s throats. McCloskey’s knowledge of Iran
figures in here as well.

Mosley, Walter. Hanging and Burning: A King Oliver Novel
(Little Brown $32). Fresh off unraveling the mystery of his own

parents’ fates, King find himself in a new case. Patrick reviews:
“The fourth in Mosley’s excellent King Oliver series has the in-
vestigator taking on a new case at his grandmother’s request: Los
Angeles gangster Arman Babylon is dying of cancer and wants
Oliver to find his missing granddaughter, Twyla Mann, before he
passes. As King digs into the Babylon clan’s rather complicated
past, he inevitably encounters the cold case of Dalia Shorts, a
torch singer whose disappearance years ago was once blamed on
Babylon. This is yet another master course in storytelling from
one of our finest writers.”

S Moss, Abe. Morsels (Zando $18). Meeting the family is
scary. Surviving them is a nightmare.. This edition features bonus
material.

Connie’s boyfriend, Evan, warned her that his fam-
ily is callous and calculated, so she’s even more nervous than
she would be for an average meet-the-parents, but when Connie
and Evan arrive at his family’s summer mansion, his parents are
warm and welcoming...too welcoming. Then Connie investigates
strange noises in the basement, and she realizes that the friendly
people posing as Evan’s parents are neither friendly nor people.
Connie must claw and fight—using every mental and physical

tool she’s gained from her own traumatic past—to save herself
and her boyfriend from the monsters wearing his family’s skin.
For readers seeking their next read-in-one-sitting-with-all-the-
lights-on, Morsels has everything: gore, skin suits, cannibal chil-
dren, demonic spider limbs, and family members who are almost
more horrifying than the actual monsters. But at its core, this is a
story about overcoming trauma, reforging connections with loved
ones, and the lengths we’ll go to protect real love.

Penny, Louise. Miss Wolcott’s Ghost (St Martins $30). Signed
bookplates from the Canadian author and for 50 TICKET ($40)
buyers for our November 7 10:00 AM party in our Annex, a
party with host Rhys Bowen, some nifty gifts, Rhys interviewing
Louise on zoom, and eligibility for two Grand Prizes.

The head of homicide for the Sireté du Québec has no
idea where Lost Nation is, or who woke him in the small hours
of the morning at his home in Three Pines. What he does know is
that the man was terrified. And so Armand is thrust out of a deep
sleep and into the surrounding forests in search of the mythical
Lost Nation. And a body. When he and his team of Jean-Guy
Beauvoir and Isabelle Lacoste find both, the situation only grows
more bizarre. The unidentified dead man appears to be from an
era more than a century old. He’s lying in a long-abandoned
cemetery, on top of a grave with a date, but no name. Adding to
the mystery, the early morning call appears to have come from
Gamache’s friend and neighbor, Clara Morrow. While she denies
any knowledge of it, it becomes clear there is some connection
between her, the Morrow family, and Lost Nation. Soon,
Gamache and his team are faced with tracking down not just the
legend of Lost Nation, but a lost ship, lost documents belong to
an eccentric Victorian botanist, , and a mysterious plant not seen
in a century, that might save, or take, countless lives.

“Penny gives this entry its power through her empathic
exploration of her characters’ humanity, with many key plot
points hinging on thorny questions of individual morality.”

Preston, Douglas. Badlands (Grand Central $15) and Paradox
(Forge $15). Doug is having a little party here October 25 t 4:00
PM so to celebrate and for gifting we offer one Signed book
with his coauthor Lincoln Child and the other with his daughter
Aletheia in Cash & Colcord series.

* Rankin, Tan. The Heights (Orion UK $46). A standalone! The
Heights is a gleaming, high-end high-rise looming over Hyde
Park. Newly built from steel and smoked glass, a billionaire’s
playground offering sumptuous suites for the global elite. But
when a night concierge is found murdered in the lobby, the build-
ing’s rarefied atmosphere is shattered, and the gilded lives within
come under intense police scrutiny. In a world designed to keep
prying eyes out, where the residents are not used to being held
to account, born-and-bred Londoner Detective Gillian Gish must
find a way past their power, wealth and unimaginable influ-
ence....

Ian says he has one more Rebus in him for 2027 which
is the 40" Rebus anniversary. And we host a virtual event with
lan and Abir Mukherjee November 17 at 2:00 PM MST.

"W Rekulak, Jason. Look What the Cat Dragged In (Flatiron
$29.99). BONUS: for some or all of our copies (depends on
supply), a sheet of glow in the dark stickers per book. If in short
supply, they will be awarded in chronological order to those who
preorder.
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Garfield meets Rosemary s Baby in this gleefully
gruesome supernatural thriller from Rekulak moves into a
supernatural thriller about a young woman pet-sitting a cat
with a mysterious secret, featuring more than eighty pages of
illustrations filled with hints of what will emerge in the dramatic,
screamworthy climax. You who read his brilliant Hidden Pictures
($17.99) know how powerful the drawings can be.

Philadelphia cartoonist Penny Padgett is on a tight dead-
line for her fourth book of comics featuring her cat, Popcorn, but
when her feline model goes missing, Penny’s creativity follows
suit. She isn’t able to start drawing again until her boyfriend,
Dean, takes in his client’s cat, Godfrey, while the woman travels.
Penny’s creative output picks up, but so do terrible nightmares
that infiltrate her ordinarily wholesome art. Strange music sounds
at odd hours, and insects that only she can see infest the house.
Though Dean insists she’s simply working too hard, As her health
starts failing, as if her mind and body are under attack by a sinis-
ter, malevolent force. Penny suspects she’s either losing her mind
or Godfrey is stealing her soul. Is he even a cat? Increasingly ter-
rifying comic strips and haunting woodcut illustrations accentuate
the tale’s sinister undertones, while Rekulak’s broad character-
izations make room for humor. With a plot that’s by turns cozy,
creepy, and comedic, This is perfect read for The Spooky Season.

Rosenfelt, David. Bark Humbug: An Andy Carpenter Mystery (St
Martins $28). Moving here from feline to canine, a holiday feel
good read featuring NJ’s ace lawyer and his team, some of them
dogs. Makes a good gift too.

This time, Andy is serious about retiring. Besides, he
can’t hear the sound of his phone ringing over the football game.
But when the local newspaper asks him to participate in their
Christmas spread of local celebrities and their dogs, he pauses the
game and brings Tara along for the ride. When the photographer
comes to take pictures of him and the dogs, he instead opens the
door to Sharon Lowery, who devised the newspaper story just to
get Andy’s attention and beg him for help. Her brother, Jon, is
wanted for murder and is on the run. However, if Andy agrees
to hear Jon out, he’ll turn himself in with the hope that Andy
will represent him and reunite him with his dog. It’s a dangerous
situation, and between the media circus surrounding the murder
and Jon’s volatile position, Andy knows that when Jon is found,
someone could get hurt. But Andy respects Sharon’s dedication
to her brother, and in an effort to keep Jon—and the public—safe,
Andy agrees to look into Jon’s case.

"W Russell, Nicholas. Observer (Harper $28) is a debut horror
novel about a young woman investigating her mother’s disap-
pearance at an abandoned Nevada observatory, excellent for fans
of Jeff VanderMeer and Mariana Enriquez.

On a scorched summer day, Renata Scarborough comes
home to find the contents of her estranged mother Corinne’s life
on her doorstep. Her aunt and cousin seem eager to conclude
that the troublesome Corinne is dead. Renata isn’t convinced and
begins poring over her mother’s journals for answers. Among de-
scriptions of Corinne’s work at the McNairy Observatory, Renata
unearths a hidden obsession with an early twentieth-century sur-
veyor whose encounters with a mysterious entity bear a startling
resemblance to her mother’s reports. Compelled beyond reason,
Renata journeys to that now-abandoned outpost in the Nevada
wilderness to search for the truth.

“H. P. Lovecraft understands the weirdness of New

England, Jeff Vandermeer understands the weirdness of Florida,
Reggie Oliver understands the weirdness of the stage. But
nobody understands the parched and spiny weirdness of Nevada
like Nicholas Russell does. A vivid embodiment of place and a
merciless excavation of the complexities of family, Observer is
an impressive debut.”—Brian Everson

Schoenbrun, Jane. Public Access Afterworld (Random House
$32). Paying homage to classic horror movies and late-night
television, filmmaker Schoenbrun debuts with a dazzling story
about a mysterious TV channel that might be broadcasting from
another dimension. In 2009, teenager Erin Morrison is fixated on
her TV after the changeover from analog to digital transmissions.
She tells her friend David Sawyer that she “saw something
underneath the static” called Public Access Afterworld, which, as
Schoenbrun suggests, is connected to late Dallas TV weatherman
Ray Davino, who shot himself in the head during a live
broadcast. After Erin’s discovery, the pair spend a few months
watching the ghostly channel before Erin disappears. In 2026,
Bethany, a 20-something trans woman and content moderator at
a video streaming company, comes across videos connected to
Erin’s disappearance, and Bethany’s story intersects with David’s
quest to find Erin. The novel’s free-ranging timeline stretches
back to the advent of the atomic age, when Robert Oppenheimer
and his team at Los Alamos uneasily watch a monster movie
about a “mad scientist.” Throughout, Schoenbrun tackles big
ideas with feather-light humor, and they perfectly channel their
characters’ obsession with the small screen, which someone

who turns out to be connected to both Oppenheimer and David
describes as “a two-way mirror on the other side of which all
those other possible realities could bubble up to the surface.” It’s
a great American novel of the 20th century’s digital echoes.

Shelton, Paige. The Bone Woman (Crooked Lane $29.99). The
desert runs through Hazel Dylan’s marrow. She grew up on the
edge of The Wild, an untamed expanse outside her hometown
of Black Vulture, Arizona, not far from Tucson. She became
fascinated with bones as a child while observing her taxidermist
father, Wilmot, until he disappeared without a trace decades ago.
Now, after years of study and countless cases, she’s known as
the Bone Woman. She can read the dark stories that bones tell.
When a hiker makes a disturbing discovery in The Wild, could
these human bones reconnect Hazel with her long-missing father?
Or....

It’s good to see Shelton introduce a new series, albeit
one far from the bookish Scottish mysteries which we so much
enjoy. The Bone Woman ($19.99).

Stone, Jason. The Beauty of Days Gone By (Grove Atlantic $28).
Patrick enthuses: “A grand, epic of the Texas frontier, Stone’s
impressive debut novel opens in 1866 when former Texas Ranger
RL Terry returns to his homestead to find it in flames, his wife
mortally wounded and scalped, and his two young sons taken
captive by a Kiowa war party. Terry joins forces with cattleman
Charles Goodnight to search deep into Comancheria for his sons.
Years pass, and Terry’s son, Sam, becomes fully assimilated into
the Comanche tribe, receiving a new name from Chief Quanah
Parker. As the railroad pushes through, the great buffalo herds
are slaughtered, and the most of the tribes are subjugated and

put onto reservations, the Comanche face one last major battle at
Palo Duro Canyon, and RL Terry and his son find themselves on
opposite sides... I almost missed this one, but was happy to find
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some first printings. Perfect for fans of Larry McMurtry, Cormac
McCarthy and S.C. Gwynne.”

W Willig, Lauren. What Happens at Nightfall (Harper $30).
Ask for your copy to be dated as we launch this here October 4
before October 6 publication date.

“Exactly the book I needed to read—with a delicious
mix of humor, horror, Gothic romance and ghosts, this book is an
absolute winner. Lauren Willig has written a Gothic romp that is
both laugh-out-loud funny and just creepy enough. I love it.”—
Kristan Higgins. So do I, adding history into the treats in store.

This enchanting novel encircles New Yorker Willig’s
love for Brooklyn’s sprawling Green-Wood Cemetery and its
history, her joy in writing offbeat love stories, her ability to craft
a range of truly diverse characters, not all of them human—all
this and she throws in lots of mystery fiction Easter Eggs for you
to enjoy. No wonder this is our October Notable New Fiction
Pick. Recently laid off and searching for purpose, Jess reluctantly
joins her best friend on a supposedly fun nighttime cemetery tour
because — why not?. Separated from her group by accident, she
discovers a bunch of terrified boys to save and a strange, ancient
key. Both lead to Green-Wood’s surprisingly handsome resident
arborist, Adam Chervinsky, a man struggling to survive single
parenting and widowerhood and living on site as a caretaker as
well. And off we go into a Gothic romantic adventure with a
Gilded Age curse, a ghostly socialite, and a demonic pact that
stretches across generations—plus an impressive demon at its
core.

Both erudite and playful, the story also sounds serious
notes about found family and local history. I add that the NY
Times recently ran a feature about people, families, choosing to
live in cemeteries and how caregiving the grounds and monu-
ments and the history impacts them. No demons, however, ap-
pear....

UNSIGNED EVENT BOOKS

"W Hand, Elizabeth. Unspeakable Things (Little Brown $29)
“takes the gothic novel—trembling heroines, foggy moors,
rambling mansions, a powerful man who holds all the keys—
and hands the weapons to the women instead. A Sapphic folie a
deux, set against a backdrop of postwar bohemian decadence and
culminating in an epic ball where every mask hides another mask,
Unspeakable Things is propulsive and heart-stopping: a story
about desire as a weapon and gender as a game. Shirley Jackson’s
visceral dread meets Daphne du Maurier’s dark, sexy twists.
I rooted for Tamsin and Olivia while being a little terrified of
them—and of the power of their attraction to each other, the kind
of love that destroys everything in its path.” —Lisa Gabriele
Booklist adds, “Hand pays homage to gothic literature
and England’s postwar, bohemian Bright Young Things social set,
evoking the period’s glamorous excesses and social dangers with
atmospheric menace and knife-edged desire...Hand tops her mas-
terful storytelling in A Haunting on the Hill with this must-read.”

W< Harris, Joanne. Sleepers in the Snow (Pegasus $28.95)

is a Spooky Season read—a melancholy ghost story set on an
isolated English moor. There in the snow, a house stands beneath
a pylon. It is a house full of memories and old things. And, in
the dark, when the pylon sings in the wind, it is a house full of
ghosts. Now Kirkhill has new resident, a divorced middle-aged
man who has lost all contact with his despised ex-wife and two
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beloved children and embraces solitude. Yet as the nights start to
draw in and the weather takes a turn, so does the house. The cozy
isolation becomes menacing, animals begin acting strangely, and
it seems someone could be watching the house. And the diaries
of the previous owners begin to reveal a terrible tragedy which
befell Kirkhill—one which its new occupant may be unable to
escape. It’s hard to beat Harris for atmosphere and plots with a
touch of the supernatural.

Helwig, Jenna. The Foreign Correspondent’s Wife ($19.99 —
Signed copies of the hardcover in Signed Books). Here’s a debut
by the cookbook author and food director at Real Simple. Let’s
visit 1949 Paris where the privations and gloom of the war has
given way to its cosmopolitan spirit and joie de vivre. Americans
are arriving in droves, including the fiercely independent former
reporter Kat Kelly and her husband—a hotshot foreign cor-
respondent. Forced out of journalism by the old boys’ club, the
tenacious Kat has moved on to pursue her love for French cuisine
where she runs into the same male prejudice at the prestigious
culinary school that accepted her. Worse, this new chapter turns
deadly when she finds the bloody body of an American classmate,
Toby.

“For fans of both Agatha Christie and Julia Child, The
Foreign Correspondent’s Wife is an atmospheric, charged, and
charming grand gdteau of a novel. The vividly evoked 1950s
Parisian setting is glamorous, and its juxtaposition against the
shadows of the Occupation adds gravitas. A delicious page-turner
with a delightful new heroine who proves that, for many, the war
never truly ended.” —Susan Elia MacNeal

Limoncelli, Rosanne. The Spiral ($19.99). Limoncelli turns from
the early years of Queen Elizabeth II to 1979 Greenwich Village
and a serial killer thriller. 19-year-old Nina Esposito survives
gritty Greenwich Village by tending bar with plenty of sarcasm
and elbow grease. She can navigate the lewd customers, dirty
streets, and danger-after-dark of NYC until a serial killer arrives
on the scene targeting women who look exactly like her. Now
survival for Nina means finding the killer before he finds her. She
has the constant feeling that she is prey surrounded by predators
and every man she meets could be the killer: the guy following
her on the subway, her leering acting coach, the restaurant owner
pressuring her for a date. But is she really a target, or are the
demons of her past clouding her judgment? Detective Frankie
Lopez seems to be on her side—but really, who can Nina trust if
she’s to stay alive?

McCaw, Robert. Traitors (Norton $29.99). exemplary political
thriller about a Russian campaign to take control of the White
House. The task of foiling Moscow’s attempted takeover falls

to Robert Cooper, a Department of Justice counterintelligence
official. He must negotiate with a Russian sleeper agent who’s
willing to divulge details of the plan—which involves a Russian
mole in the FBI—in exchange for being allowed to defect. At
first, Cooper is skeptical: Could his source be preparing to double
cross him? And how connected is he with the recent coup in Rus-
sia that deposed Vladimir Putin and installed a military hardliner
who appears ready to invade Finland? As Cooper investigates,
however, he learns that the White House has been compromised
to a degree much greater than even his source knows. A punchy
finale that begins on a fishing trawler off the Canadian coast and
ends in D.C. interrogation rooms provides satisfying payoff, and
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McCaw skillfully weaves in backstory that fleshes out Cooper’s
character. But it’s the authenticity the author brings as a former
lawyer and Army lieutenant that sets this espionage tale apart
from its peers. I read every word

Rowland, Laura. Resurrection Kill (Crooked Lane $29.99). It’s
1953 and in rural NY Dr. Claire Kendall, a psychiatrist in train-
ing, arrives at Resurrection Kill Hospital, a luxurious, longtime
private mental institution located by a waterway the Dutch called
a “kill”—hence its name. Claire is eager to work, but she’s hiding
a secret that could send her packing: she was once a patient there
at age 14. So she is interning in part to probe her past including
her beloved older brother’s suicide and her psychiatrist father’s
cruelty that landed her at RK. Rowland does an ace job in prob-
ing mid-century mental health experiments and creating genuine
suspense with a nod all the way back to Wilkie Collins. Paper-
back: Resurrection Kill ($19.99)

“This is everything I love in a thriller: intriguing and
chilling, vivid and memorable, a compelling and deeply personal
story about one woman’s search for answers in an era when wom-
en were committed to mental hospitals for virtually anything that
was outside the cultural norm. That Resurrection Kill Hospital is
an upscale facility for the super rich only makes the procedures
the women are subjected to all the more barbaric. Claire’s cour-
age and fearlessness under increasingly dangerous circumstances
made me want to stand up and cheer. I loved this book!” —Karen
Dionne

CLASSICS

* Carr, John Dickson. The Case of the Constant Suicides (Ameri-
can Mystery Classics $15.95). Carr was famed as a ingenious
master of the locked room mystery. Here, after Angus Campbell
falls to his death from a high window, his family is summoned

to his Scottish manor to settle the estate. Just before his death,
Campbell took out several large life insurance policies—all of
which are voided in the event of suicide. The door to the room
from which he fell was locked and the tower was too tall for any-
one to climb in or out, so the insurers are threatening to do just
that, despite the family’s insistence that Angus would not have
killed himself. Amateur sleuth Dr. Gideon Fell quickly confirms
that Campbell was murdered but before he can identify the culprit
another impossible crime is committed.....

“SweDu Maurier, Daphne. After Midnight: Thirteen Tales for
the Dark Hours (Scribner $21). This collection includes iconic
stories such as “The Birds” and “Don’t Look Now”—with an
introduction by Stephen King.

Hall, James Norman. Doctor Dogbody’s Leg (Little Brown
$21.99). Why not a classic sea story? Try this “funny collection
of sea tales from the coauthor of Mutiny on the Bounty—a cult
classic available in print again for the first time in this century.”

In Portsmouth, by the fireside of the Cheerful Tortoise
taproom, British seamen regale themselves with tales of seafar-
ing adventures and mishaps. Enter the one-legged Royal Navy
surgeon, Doctor F. Dogbody, raconteur extraordinaire. In each of
the ten stories collected here, the good doctor recounts the loss of
his “larboard” leg, and each story is more outrageous and hilari-
ous than the last. Weaving rich historical detail into his fantastical
tapestry, Dogbody encounters such real-life figures as Horatio
Nelson, Thomas Cochrane, Benjamin Franklin, and Catherine the
Great of Russia.

Hoff, Benjamin. The Tao of Pooh (Simon Elegant $28). First pub-
lished in 1982, The Tao of Pooh introduces the principles of Tao-
ist philosophy through the humor and familiar world of Winnie-
the-Pooh by A. A. Milne. At the heart of the book is the concept
of living in harmony with the Tao—the natural way of things.
Pooh, with his unpretentious and sincere outlook, embodies the
principle of wu wei, or “effortless action.” He does not strive to
be clever or ambitious. Instead, he responds naturally to life as it
unfolds. In contrast, characters such as Rabbit, Owl, Eeyore, and
Tigger reflect common human tendencies toward overthinking,
worry, pessimism, or restless energy.

Melville, Herman. Moby Dick: Or the Whale: Deluxe Facsimile
Edition (Penguin Classics $35) featuring a Foreword by Nathan-
iel Philbrick and cover art by Tony Millionaire.

Simenon, Georges. Maigret and the Man on the Bench; Maigret’s
Revolver ; Maigret, Lognon, And the Gangsters (Picador $17
each. ) #s 39-41 in the republication of these classic French
detections brought to life in a new version on PBS.

And we have rediscovered the Library of America’s magnificent
work embracing over 400 volumes: here are recent publications
perfect for personal enjoyment or holiday gifting:

Hawthorne, Nathaniel. Nathaniel Hawthorne: Parables, Fantasies
Fragments (Library of America $26). After graduating from col-
lege in 1825, Nathaniel Hawthorne returned home to Salem, Mas-
sachusetts, where he lived with his mother and sisters for most of
the next two decades, honing his craft in his third-story bedroom.
During that time, he kept a series of journals, now called the
American Notebooks, that became a vital taproot for his stories
and novels. They also served as a laboratory where Hawthorne
could experiment with fictional ideas and premises, letting his
extraordinary imagination play with intriguing, sometimes wild
possibilities. Some of his oddest, boldest, and most secretive
writing— virtually unknown to readers until now—are the mi-
crofictions sprinkled throughout these notebooks, none more than
a paragraph long, and many just a single sentence. Acclaimed
Hawthorne scholar Robert S. Levine has selected 200 of these
intriguing short works, arranging them into thematic groups.
What a treasure.

Hemingway, Ernest. The Annotated Sun Also Rises100th Anni-
versary Deluxe Edition (Library of America. $39.95). It includes
The novel’s original opening two chapters from his typescript, cut
at the strong urging of his friend F. Scott Fitzgerald. A selection
of letters from Hemingway to Maxwell Perkins, F. Scott Fitzger-
ald, and others that concern the composition, editing, and publica-
tion of The Sun Also Rises. Plus an introduction by Adam Gopnik
and a detailed chronology of Hemingway’s life and career.

Le Guin, Ursula K. Ursula K e Guin: The Complete Earthsea
Vol. One (Library of America $37.50) and Ursula K Le Guin:
The Complete Earthsea, Vol. Two ($42.50). The original three
novels in the 1960s and 70s were the first and most successful

of the descendants of J.R.R. Tolkien’s The Lord of the Rings and
were the progenitors, in their turn, of all the wizard school and
dragonlord fantasy series that have come since. But then Le Guin
turned to Earthsea again, 18 years later, writing three more books
that made Earthsea a far stranger and more compelling work still.
This set is a magnificent gift.
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S Straub, Peter. Peter Straub: Three Novels of the 1970s (Lei-
sure $45). Julia / If You Could See Me Now / Ghost Story. Gothic
horror master Peter Straub joins the Library of America with the
3 novels that launched his extraordinary career and “honors the
writer who “brought a poet’s sensibility to the field, creating a
synthesis of horror and beauty.”—Stephen King

COZIES

Adams, Ellery. The Liars’ Book Club (Kensington $27). As
clouds gather over the Great Smoky Mountains and Miracle
Springs, NC, an absent groom, a stolen historical document, and
Sheldon’s Blind Date Book Club coming apart at the seams stir
up a different sort of storm in the latest A Secret, Book and Scone
Society Novel.

Alexander, Ellie. Meet Your Baker (Minotaur $12). A reissue
of the first in the classic Bakeshop Mysteries cozy series set in
Ashland Oregon and replete with delicious baking—and new
recipes. A lovely read for Thanksgiving, no?

Andrews, Donna. Jay to the World (St Martins $28). In the

40" Meg Langslow Mystery, someone appears to have it in for
Meg’s mom. The Christmas season is underway in Caerphilly.
The members of the Hollingsworth clan, Meg’s mother’s family,
are beginning to arrive in force, and Mother has several special
projects underway this year. One is the playhouse she’s hav-

ing built for Brynn, her two-year-old granddaughter. Brynn is a
bright, lively child who loves animals, especially a wounded jay
that she and Meg are trying to rehabilitate. She’s also hoping to
play matchmaker and set up her cousin with an old friend of hers
who was recently widowed. Then s someone vandalizes the play-
house and sets a dangerous trap that injures and could have killed
Mother. She reveals that she has been getting nasty anonymous
letters, and it’s obvious that someone is targeting her. Meg real-
izes she has to do something to figure out who.

* Beaton, MC/RW Green. Dead Before Tea Time (St Martins
$27). How well I remember MC Beaton’s visit to The Pen years
ago. She was a cracker, and aged then. Agatha Raisin lives on
now and here is the 37" for her.

The Cotswolds village is in an uproar when word
spreads that their beloved Red Lion pub is set to close. The
brewery that owns the building has raised the rent, ousting the
pub’s owner so they can redevelop the space into apartments. As
the villagers scramble to change the brewery’s mind, Agatha and
her team at Raisin Investigations begin looking into more direct
ways to save the pub. Meanwhile, Sir Charles Fraith attempts to
wheedle his way back into Agatha’s affection, crossing swords
with James—Agatha’s other paramour—who is determined to
thwart his efforts. As the two attempt to woo Agatha at a local
reenactment of a 17th-century battle, Agatha has her sights set
on something else. Amidst the chaos of the battle, a body is
discovered in a copse of trees just off the battleground. While
many brush off the death as an accident, Agatha digs deeper after
discovering the dead man had connections to the same brewery
putting the Red Lion out of business.

% Bennett, SJ. Death on the Royal Yacht (Crooked Lane $29.99).
When Queen Elizabeth II died Bennett pivoted from the queen
as a mature sleuth to a young Elizabeth using her training and
perspicacity to solve crimes adjacent to her household. I have
much enjoyed these latter detections.

Here it is 1966 and the Queen is touring the islands of
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the West Indies aboard the Royal Yacht Britannia. Her schedule
is packed with official visits, but when her new diary secretary,
young Pamela Sinclair, is found dead in her cabin, the whole
trip threatens to be thrown off course. Pamela’s death from an
overdose of prescription pills is surrounded by details that don’t
add up. It looks as though she was afraid of someone on board,
and Joan McGraw—the Queen’s loyal sidekick and assistant
private secretary—is the leading suspect. With the whole world
watching, the real circumstances surrounding her death must be
uncovered, and quickly. Luckily for the Queen, she and Joan are
experts at floating from one engagement to the next as the tour
continues and the killer roams free—for the moment.

Bolton, Ginger. Killer Donuts (Kensington $17.95). I find the
idea of a fall Donut Trail in Wisconsin charming along with fall
foliage, corn mazes, apple cider stands...less so, the murder of a
cranky, dog-hating tourist.

Cass, Laurie. Murder on Thin Ice: A Bookmobile Cat Mystery
(Crooked Lane $29.99) ; Paperback edition ($19.99). I have not
previously read this long-running series and so was pleased to
encounter a great sense of humor, or as our John Charles likes to
say, “wry wit,” in this story. Plus the cat. It would be worthwhile
to go back and read earlier entries.

But here it’s winter in northwest lower Michigan, which
means librarian Minnie Niswander and her rescue cat, Eddie, are
staying cozy in the bookmobile. When an elderly housebound
patron, Gerald Arnold, fails to answer his door, Minnie knows
something is wrong. Then the police discover Gerald’s body
beneath the surface of a small frozen lake. Minnie knows that
the kind and cautious Gerald would never have been so careless
as to fall through the ice, and she suspects foul play. But law
enforcement rules the old man’s death an accident, so.... The
adjacent holiday here is Valentine’s Day. Not every book catches
the season wherein it publishes.

“SweConnelly, Lucy. Death at a Scottish Halloween (Crooked
Lane $29.99). It’s the week of Halloween—or as they say in
Scotland, All Hallows’ Eve—and the town of Sea Isle is full of
spooky celebrations. Dr. Emilia McRoy loves being part of her
new community and is eager to help out in any way she can. But
the festivities are interrupted when she and her assistant, Abigail,
find a dead body in a haunted house. A real one. They’re too late
to save the victim, but they’ll do whatever it takes to find his
killer. There’s just one problem: There are too many suspects.

S Coyle, Cleo. The Ghost and the Dead Librarian (Kensington
$27). Coyle improves the well-worn ghost-detective formula with
several ingenious tweaks. Jack is a mouthy, whiskey-swilling
tough guy who calls women “doll” and thinks every investigator
should carry a gun. Pen is an independent-minded widow who
works hard to raise her preteen son and is more likely to seek
answers in a book, like the ones she sells in her family bookshop
in Quindicott, Rhode Island. But the greatest difference between
Pen and Jack is that Jack is dead, killed in that shop in 1949,
while Pen is gloriously alive. Still, Jack—or his ghostly pres-
ence—gives Pen a supernatural hand when she needs it, as she
does when librarian Dory McKenna dies suddenly at the book
launch party Pen is hosting for her. Returning the favor, Pen
travels back in time to help solve the 1940s murder of a young
woman on a Long Island estate, clearing a young busboy who’s
unjustly accused.
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"W Delany, Vicki. Tis the Season to Be Scary (Crooked Lane
$29.99).The inhabitants of Rudolph, New York, who celebrate
Christmas all year round, are currently focusing on Hallow-

een. The busiest time of the year is fast approaching for Merry
Wilkinson, who owns Mrs. Claus’s Treasures, and her boyfriend,
woodworker Alan Anderson, but Merry is concentrating on pro-
moting the cookbook of her dear friend Vicky Casey. Merry looks
over to the dessert table and notices a pale Cynthia, who col-
lapses and later dies in the hospital. Cynthia’s been poisoned, and
Renee insists it was from eating Vicky’s cake pops. Merry, who’s
solved many murders, gets help this time from the mystery man,
who just might be a ghost. The clever sleuth has a full lineup of
suspects, plus help from the spirit world.

* Foley, Lucy. Murder at the Grand Alpine Hotel (Harper $30). A
new Miss Marple mystery, the ultimate British cozy sleuth, is our
October Cozy Crimes Club Pick. Miss Marple has ventured out
of her comfort zone in the provincial English town of St. Mary
Mead to enjoy the mountain air with her widowed friend and
regular sidekick, Dolly Bantry. “The plot is even better than it
needs to be. Christie-o-philes will delight in allusions to previ-
ous cases (“The Body in the Library”; “At Bertram’s Hotel””) and
everyone will appreciate the foolish under-appreciation of Miss
Marple by some of the more ill-advised characters. “Maybe this
is some assist-the-demented-elderly scheme,” thinks one unchari-
table fellow, when he learns that she will be helping in the police
inquiries. Little does he know.”—NY Times Book Review

Goldenbaum, Sally. Gull and Bones ($17.95). The sugar maples
are turning, seasonal visitors have closed up their cottages, and
one more summer has been packed away. But the residents of
Sea Harbor, Massachusetts, have a celebration to look forward
to—lifelong Sea Harbor resident Angus McPherron is ready to
celebrate his 100th birthday. Izzy and the other Seaside Knitters
are busy planning Angus’s birthday bash, knitting his beloved
gulls into everything they make. But the day before the party
Charlie finds Angus has died in his sleep. Shocked and saddened,
the town decides to continue with the festivities, which will

now be a celebration of Angus’s life. But when Angus’s closest
friend, Father Northcutt, is found on the floor of Angus’s cottage,
dead from a blow to the head, Angus’s death is examined more
closely—and becomes a suspected homicide.

“WeHall, Traci. Murder at a Scottish Halloween (Kensington
$17.95) is a chapter in Hall’s Scottish Shire Mysteries. We are

in the seaside town of Nairn (note, also a golf capitol, where
reluctant sleuth and knitting enthusiast Paislee Shaw finds herself
investigating how an ancient ghost inspired a modern murder....

Kashiwai, Hisashi. A Serving of Hope (Penguin $28). Welcome
to another delicious mystery, the 4th Kamogowa Food Detectives
Novel, off beat, charming, with complexity of flavor. Think of it
as miso soup for the soul. The father-daughter “food detective”
duo of Chef Nagare and Detective Koishi help their clientele who
seek meaning in their lives by helping them access lost memories
through the food of their past. From the onigiri gifted alongside
cherished promises to the ginger pork that became a memory of
unrequited love, the not-too-sour chilled noodles from grandma’s
house, and the macaroni gratin shared by a father and young son
for the last time, there is no dish or memory or mystery too com-
plex for father and daughter.
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Laurie, Victoria. A Murder in the Making ($17.95). Here is an
original concept. Dovey Van Dalen, once the belle of 1840s Co-
penhagen, now a spellbound, magic-wielding mystic in present-
day Washington, DC, is charged with recovering magical property
from the unbound—by any means necessary. Dovey didn’t expect
to fall in love after the age of 200, yet she can’t stop thinking
about Grant “Gib” Barlow, the gorgeous FBI agent who helped
her crack her last case. A romance with an unbound is obviously

a terrible idea, but for Gib, it could be fatal—because Dovey’s em-
ployer, Elric Ostergaard, arguably the most powerful mystic in the
world, also happens to be her longtime lover. Alas, Dovey’s ef-
forts to steer clear of Gib become impossible when her best friend,
fellow mystic, and unapologetic romantic, Ursula Goransdotter,
tricks them into a lunch date—during which Gib is alerted that a
fellow agent has been murdered in his own home. And then....

Malone, Alicia. Murder at the Movies (Running Press $18.99). A
Hitchcock movie screening turns fatal in the first in a cozy mys-
tery series by Turner Classic Movies host Alicia Malone. See Our
October Paperback Picks for more.

NEW BRTISH HISTORICAL MYSTERIES

DeLozier, Elizabeth. The Whitechapel Full Moon Society (Dutton
$20). This Victorian fantasy is set during Jack the Ripper’s terror
and evokes both the period and the victims of his serial killer

to great effect. I found it immersive and impressively detailed.
“DeLozier paints [Caroline] and the other Whitechapel residents
with such warmth....The author also brings great humanity to the
Ripper’s victims, marrying supernatural terrors to the very real
ones faced by women (especially single, economically vulnerable
ones)—a story that tragically continues today.”—~New York Times
Book Review

Freeman, Dianne. A Christmas Guide to Family and Murder
(Kensington $27). A new investigation for Frances Hazelton, the
former Countess of Harleigh, and her husband, George is out in
October but Signed here November 10 with Colleen Cambridge’s
new chapter in the life of Agatha Christie’s housekeeper Phyllida
Bright in Death Down the Aisle (Kensington $27). Don’t miss
this double treat.

Goldin, A E. Death on the Pearl River (Pushkin Press $18.95). In
the sequel to Murder in Constantinople ($18.95), Ben Canaan is
riding high on the recent string of cases he has solved success-
fully on the payroll of Her Majesty’s Executive. Then a notorious
crime boss is found murdered on the city streets, the latest in a
series of brutal killings targeting the most powerful men in the
opium trade. The scale of the danger is global. To track down the
culprits and prevent more blood from being shed, Ben is sent out
to the newly-founded British colony of Hong Kong: a lawless
frontier town on the southern shores of China’s Great Qing Dy-
nasty. All the victims have had ties to the prominent trading firms
that use the Pearl River and the South China Sea as their base

of operations — ranging from the firms’ heads, to high-ranking
partners, supercargoes, merchants, even sailors. Ben is plunged
headlong into a labyrinthine conspiracy, set against the backdrop
of an empire in collapse and a sweeping civil war.

Huber, Anna Lee. The Bravest Hour (Kensington $17.95). British
Intelligence Agent Verity Kent managed to survive four years of
The Great War, slipping in and out of German-occupied Bel-
gium and northeastern France, dodging serious consequences or
capture. Then, Huber says, “I decided to set a trilogy of books in
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Dublin during the height of the Irish Revolution.” So here we are
in the third book in the 1920 city where Verity must foil a plot by
the traitorous Lord Ardmore. The odds against her are heavy and
include such detrimental scrutiny she lands incarcerated in Dub-
lin Castle where her own British countrymen grill her. Staying
mum, she hopes her shadowy superior will intervene as Ardmore
continues on his nefarious, dangerous way. Can Verity and her
husband Sidney gather up allies to stop him? For those interested
in learning more about post-WWTI Ireland this will reward you.
As will reading the whole well researched and written Verity
Kent series.

Kelly, Vanessa. Murder at Donwell Abbey ($17.95) finds Jane
Austen’s clever Emma Knightley (nee Woodhouse) enjoying high
spirits as she and husband George Knightley host a joyful holiday
celebration at the Hartfield estate. But it instantly becomes a
bitter January when her father makes an unexpected announce-
ment—he and Miss Hetty Bates have decided to marry. Not only
must Emma relinquish her role as mistress of the household, but
also accept the reality that the excitable Miss Bates will become
her stepmother . More unwanted news arrives during an extrava-
gant betrothal ball at Donwell Abbey, the grand Knightley estate
where Emma and George will soon permanently reside. Nearly
every villager in Highbury revels in the dazzling affair—except
Emma’s hardworking lady’s maid, Prudence Parr. To Emma’s
horror, Prudence is found dead, sprawled across the stones of the
library terrace. Ruled a terrible accident, Emma’s instincts tell her
that something far more sinister is at play

Lloyd, Catherine. Miss Morton Takes the Waters (Kensington
$27). Bath is one of my favorite Regency backgrounds and here
Lloyd does a fine job sending the wealthy Mrs. Frogmore whose
money comes from trade to restore her spirits in the spa town in
the care of her companion Lady Caroline Morton, daughter of a
bankrupt and thus earning a living. The women get along splen-
didly, facing down snobbery and investigating a poisoned pen
letters campaign plus a murder.

McKenna, Clara. Murder at Pellhurst Pond (Kensington $27).
Viscount “Lyndy” Lyndhurst and his wife Stella, an American
“Dollar Princess,” dive into a new investigation after a hot air
balloon lands near Morrington Hall, Among those drawn to the
scene is Quentin Lockyear, son-in-law of Reuben Woodridge,

a recluse who is suspected of murdering his wife. Quentin is
keen to invest in aeronautic ships and automobiles, and invites
Stella and Lyndy to Woodridge’s estate, Exbury Lodge. There
his daughter, Enid. Reuben takes Stella and Lyndy on a tour of
his stables and a large mill pond on the property complete with
skiff. Returning the next day for a bird shoot, the couple go for a
ride in the skiff only to discover a body in the pond. The woman
is dressed in expensive clothes but has no identification on her.
When an autopsy reveals traces of poison, Stella and Lyndy at-
tempt to discover who she was and who might have had a reason
to do her harm. Rumors aside, what secrets are they hiding at
Exbury Lodge?

Penrose, Andrea. Murder on Threadneedle Street (Kensington
$27). Penrose’s hallmark is to invest her Regency mysteries with
the science and economics of this inventive booming period.
“[Penrose] mixes well thought out mysteries, early forensic sci-
ence, great details of the era and a slow burning attraction creat-
ing a compulsive read.” —The New York Public Library

Here her series leads the Earl of Wrexford and wife
Charlotte Sloane are drawn into a counterfeiting scheme (as hap-
pened once to Charles Lenox in a Charles Finch mystery) that
begins when their young ward Hawk’s drawing teacher is found
murdered on Threadneedle Street. It all ties back to a scandal that
nearly brought down the government a decade past.

Tremayne, Peter. Blood on the Wind (Severn House $29.99).
Strictly speaking the Sister Fidelma series is not “British” but
mediaeval Ireland. But still....

AD 673. Sister Fidelma and her husband Eadulf are
journeying back from the Kingdom of the East Angles to Cashel
when a violent storm wrecks their ship on the Isles of Sulis.
Seeking shelter, the pair discover that Lowarn, the ruler of the
islands, has been poisoned in an assassination attempt, but the
culprit’s identity and their motives remain a mystery. Lowarn’s
sister begs Fidelma to investigate the case, while Eadulf uses
his medical skills to tend to the dying king. Embroiled in a
dark world of murder, suspicion and intolerance, Fidelma and
Eadulf must decipher whether the islands are truly cursed by the
Goddess Sulis, as the locals believe, or if warring monarchs from
foreign lands are responsible for the islands’ fate....

NEW PUZZLERS

Among the brain teasers we shelve, here are six new ones:

Aitchison, Alastair. Cluedoku: 101 Crime Scene Sudoku Puzzles
(St Martins $16). Which of the party guests was last seen in the
billiard room at Edgemore Mansion before the body was found?
Read each suspect’s accounts, use Sudoku rules to fill in the grid,
and flex your powers of deduction to solve the case! Each puzzle
page offers an illustrated crime scene, a list of suspect accounts,
and an arsenal of incriminating clues.

Benjamin, Arthur. How to Win: A Mathematical Approach to
Games and Puzzles (Basic $32)

Herring, RD. Suspect Everyone (Harper $19.99). Here’s an
elimination puzzle. A cop is dead and your partner Detective
Hawk is missing. The evidence says he’s guilty. You know better.
Sift through the case files. Cross-reference the clues. Rule out
suspects one by one until only the truth remains. Find the alibi
that clears Detective Hawk and unmask the real dirty cop.

Karber, G T. Murdle Heist: 56 Clever Capers to Crack (St
Martins $18). The creator of Murdle ($18)—over 500 copies sold
here—shows no signs of stopping issuing challenges to readers.

The New York Times Games. Connections (Authors Equity
$29.99). Find the Common Threads in 100+ Puzzles of Wit and
Wordplay. NYTG brings you Wordle on line.

Starling, Iris. The Killer Isn’t Alice (Little Brown $18.99). Alice
Starling is missing. In her apartment, the police find three things:
a dead body; a cryptic note; a folder of names. Alice insists she
is innocent—but she needs your help. In a hastily written letter,
Alice has left you with 18 specific clues and a list of 46,600
potential suspects. Somewhere in this sea of names hides a
murderer. your mission is simple but challenging: analyze the
clues: Use the 18 pieces of evidence Alice entrusted to you.
Eliminate the innocent. Methodically narrow down the list by
stripping away those who do not fit the criteria. Identify the
culprit: Find the one name that satisfies every single clue.



https://store.poisonedpen.com/browse/filter/t/verity%20kent%20mystery/k/keyword
https://store.poisonedpen.com/browse/filter/t/verity%20kent%20mystery/k/keyword
http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9781496746016
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/N72jacmRMGBBSSxGoIKCZg
http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9781496758385
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/N72jacmRMGCyxaj9WDIaeQ
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/RmYo5e8uS__ew_EQhzfkJQ
http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9781250458988
http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9781541605954
http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9781541605954
http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9780008859169
http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9781250350725
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/3Czr8TaWU99YBj1KRS_H4w
http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9798893312607
http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9780316616188

NEW IN HARDCOVER

Adams, Rachel Louise. Where There’s Smoke (St Martins $28) is
the second in Adams’ Coldren County series. Adams effortlessly
captures the essence of the rural Midwest and keeps the surprises
coming as Diaz and the agency join forces. At this rate, Diaz
seems capable of giving Maura Isles and Kay Scarpetta a run for
their money.” —PW

A lot has happened in Dolores Hawthorne’s life since
the events of last Halloween. She’s divorced, traded being a
forensic pathologist for a job as a medical examiner, and now
lives in small-town Wisconsin, close—but not too close—to her
family. Dolores doesn’t have much in the way of work, but that
all changes when a body is found at the local slaughterhouse.
Benedict Marcy owned Marcy’s Meats, and is affectionately
called Mr. Mercy across the region. This high-profile case in a
town obsessed with Halloween quickly catches the attention of
Dolores’s friends at the FBI. And then.... Start this series with No
Rest for the Wicked ($18).

W Allen, Sarah Addison. Paper Ghosts (St Martins $30) is part
ghost story, part love story and steeped in magical realism—

a Southern Gothic set in a small North Carolina town where
generations of Wester women live inside Wester House. In 1978
Willamena falls for a stranded musician but the makes a fateful
choice. In the present she reaches out to her granddaughter Bailey
illustrating how generational curses and paper ghosts—pho-
tographs—and actual spirits can haunt. Do the Wester women
continue to live in the past—or let go of it? Find out in this lovely
novel.

Ames. Jonathan. The Past Without Pictures (Mysterious Press
$23.95). Patrick reviews the October Hardboiled Crime Pick:
“Soon after being involved in a tragic shooting, LAPD detective
Maria Cole learns that her father has been murdered. While she’s
long been estranged from her ex-con father, Cole heads to the
rural Alabama town to attend the funeral and settle the estate. As
she learns more about the homicide, she has questions that the
unfriendly locals don’t want to answer, stirring up revelations
about her father’s life, and her own. Ames manages to accomplish
so much in such a slim, finely crafted novella. A nice, tight slice
of noir. Recommended”

Anderson, Meg. The Memory of Borrowed Book (Sourcebooks
$32.99) follows one librarian who discovers a hidden room of
unfinished memories—and must find the one that can save her
beloved library from closing forever.

“Libraries are at the heart of our communities in so
many ways—so what happens when a beloved local library is
threatened with demolition? And worse, what if this library—
built two centuries earlier as a place of refuge for the weary and
overlooked—also has a secret, hidden room stacked with magical
books that preserve lost memories, which might be destroyed
forever? These questions and more are at the heart of this magical
love letter to the joy and magic of libraries—and to the power
of memories to carry us through to the next chapter. A love story
twinkling with magic, forgiveness, and all the ways books can
save us, The Memory of Borrowed Books is a treat for book lov-
ers everywhere.” — Kristin Harmel. Paperback: The Memory of
Borrowed Books ($18.99).

e Armstrong, Kelley. Dive Bar at the End of the Road (St.
Martin’s $29). Supernatural horror from veteran Armstrong gets a
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recommendation from Indie Next or Library Reads, can’t remem-
ber which: “After an unavoidable accident, five strangers gather
in a nearby bar to nurse their injuries and wait out the storm until
morning. Soon they realize that the bar and surrounding woods
are not as they seem, and they must work together to survive. An
edge-of-your-seat horror tale by a beloved multi-genre author,
this is a supernatural story not to be missed.”

Arias, John Manuel. Crocodilopolis (Bloomsbury, $29.99). Indie
Next calls this “A rich, fiery modern retelling of Cain and Abel
immersed in family drama on a banana plantation situated in the
lush greens of Costa Rica. As a spider spins a web to catch his
prey, Seth conspires to trap his brother Osario in the death roll

of a crocodile; the ripples in the water reflecting their lineage of
envy and corruption.” A winner for fans of Silvia Moreno-Garcia.

“WmBlacke, Olivia. The Key to a Killer (St Martins $28). When
Ruby Young discovered that her Boston apartment was haunted,
she did what any reasonable person would do: befriend the ghost.
Their relationship overcame a shaky start—Cordelia Graves
never wanted a roommate in life, she certainly didn’t want one
in death. After working together to solve a few murders, the two
are close friends, but there’s a lingering question neither of them
have been able to answer: what led to Cordelia’s death? Lately
things have been adding up that suggest foul play. And then
Cordelia’s memories of that day start to come back.... This series
is both cozy and amateur sleuth with a touch of the supernatural.

Carter, Ally. It’s Beginning to Look a Lot Like Murder (Harper
$24.99). Ella Chambers didn’t kill Liam Montgomery. If she had,

she certainly wouldn’t have done it outside his family’s mansion
during the Christmas party of the year. She definitely wouldn’t
have loaded his body into the trunk of her car. And she absolutely
would not have announced to the town that the boy who ruined
her life ten years ago was “so dead to her.” But now Liam is
missing—nothing but a bloody spot on the drive and a host of
unanswered questions—and Ella is the only person who knows
he’s still alive. So it’s up to her to prove it. Awkwardly, Liam
Montgomery didn’t want to die. But, it turns out, when you’re the
sole heir to a billionaire, someone might want you dead. Luckily
for Liam, being dead works for him. Now he’s on the hunt for a
killer. Unfortunately, Ella is on the hunt for zim. She’ll have to
prove he’s still alive to clear her name, but that’s easier said than
done in a quaint mountain town where everyone knows your
story but no one knows the truth. It’s Beginning to Look a Lot
Like Murder ($18.99)

Cahn, Jonathan. The Altar of Pergamon (Charisma House
$29.99). Subtitled “The Mystery of the Dark Angel and the Fu-
ture of the World” this is another unicorn, a sleeper bestseller that
is basically “Christian suspense.” What you believe of what Cahn
writes is up to you (I have not read this)—it has been a bestseller
for some weeks..

The publisher write up: “Ariel Herzog, a skeptic known
for dismantling the claims of the supernatural, but who receives
a cryptic page of a secret book. The page opens up an ancient
mystery. The mystery will lead Herzog and an unlikely ally, Lara
Winter, to undertake a journey that will span the globe to unlock
the mystery, page by page, revelation by revelation. The journey
will take them from New York City to Istanbul, to Berlin, to
Eastern Europe, to Moscow, New Mexico, Havana, Jerusalem,
and beyond. In each place, they will encounter a mysterious agent
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connected to the mystery holding the keys to unlock the next
secret and piece of the puzzle. But they are not alone. They will
find themselves watched, tracked, and pursued by the members of
a dark organization who have guarded the mystery from ancient
times. And those who draw too close to unlocking its secret do
so at the risk or cost of their lives. This is the final pitch: It may
sound like a thriller... a fantasy... something out of an Indiana
Jones adventure... Lord of the Rings... or the DaVinci Code .

.. But The Altar of Pergamon is different from all of these ...
Because the mystery it reveals is not fiction. It’s real... It will
change the way you see the world. It has already altered the
course of world history....”

%k Clarke, Susanna. The Bishop of Durham Attempts to Surrender
the City (Bloomsbury $16.99). “This winding medieval fairy tale
showcases the author’s trademark flare for the whimsical and
uncanny ... In lovely, lilting prose, Clarke renders a fascinating
cast of humans and fairies alike. Sawdon’s striking illustrations
add to the charm, evoking a medieval illuminated manuscript.
The author’s fans will eat this up.” —PW. I add that Durham is
one of my favorite British cities along with its cathedral and the
tomb of St. Cuthbert.

Collin, Philippe. The Barman of the Ritz (Scribner $29). This

is a different sort of World War II novel, less about heroism or
villainy than the myriad compromises of daily life under German
occupation. Deftly translated from the French by Frank Wynne,
it’s Collin’s attempt “to capture the conflicting emotions that may
have preoccupied Frank Meier,” the famed real-life bartender
who spent the war plying his trade at Paris’s premier luxury hotel,
serving Pink Ladies to Hermann Goring and acting as a middle-
man in a clandestine art-for-fake-passport exchange. Watching
hotel resident Coco Chanel and her lovers. What was his mental/
emotional construct during Occupation and did its morally murky
compromises survive liberation? This is a fascinating look at
what thousands if not millions of people are similarly doing every
day today as autocracy ramps up again. This dynamic has also
powered dozens of crime novels and other fiction.

"W Daniels, Gillian Jenny Will Eat You Now (Gallery Books
$19). From Library Reads: “The only silver lining to the end

of summer is the start of spooky season. Kick it off right with
this extremely fun horror romance starring Jenny Greenteeth, a
centuries-old, flesh-eating monster from English folklore now at-
tempting to navigate modern society in pursuit of her prey.”

"W Due, Tananarive. Mazywood (Saga Press $32). This is Amer-
ican Fiction meets Get Out; the best blend of social commentary
mixed with horror. Mazelle Washington, an aspiring actress,
makes a wish that brings her into childhood stardom. As she ages,
she becomes part of Black Hollywood and all of its burdens.”

For those interested in Indigenous Horror, try Mathilda
Zeller’s It Looks Like You in the Dark (St Martins $27.99) that
blends Native Alaskan folklore and supernatural thrills. And see
Our October Paperback Picks for a new Indigenous Horror story
collection.

Escobar, Mario. Library of Forbidden Books (Thomas Nelson
$32.99). October is host to Banned Book Week so what better to
read than the story of a brave librarian who stood up to the Nazis
in 1933 Berlin (this story is relevant to today, no?).

As the government begins its systematic purge of
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literature, compiling lists of “forbidden” works and orchestrating
public book burnings, Helene realizes she cannot stand by as

her world turns to ash. Determined to resist the encroaching
tyranny, Helene and her colleagues embark on a perilous mission
of secretly collecting and hiding the very books slated for
destruction. It’s a dangerous act of defiance in a city where every
neighbor could be an informant and the Gestapo are a constant,
looming threat. Her quiet rebellion is especially complicated

by the fact that Helene is half-Jewish, and Rudolf Kummer, a
ruthless Nazi official, seemingly has a personal vendetta against
her. As the stakes escalate and friends and neighbors begin

to disappear, Helene must decide how much she is willing to
sacrifice

Garmus, Bonnie. Peck & Peck (Scribner $30). We only have a
few Signed copies so I add this to our October line up: Landing

a job at a prestigious poetry quarterly seems like a dream come
true for Batter Gray, a recent graduate with an ear for poetry, until
he becomes privy to the secrets of the Peck brothers and their
editors.

Harbach, Chad. The Brightness (Little Brown $32). “As in his
acclaimed debut, Harbach immerses readers in the world of
Westish, but he broadens his scope, plunging his characters into
new environments and broaching topics such as love and talent
and literature, as well as campus sexual assault, feminism, the
fraught politics of victimhood, and the volatile media landscape
that complicates all of these. Apt evocations of Shakespeare’s
The Tempest abound. While this novel can certainly be enjoyed
independent of its predecessor, those who’ve read the first book
will more fully appreciate the continued growth and dilemmas of
Pella, Mike, and Owen (the Skrimmer makes appearances, t00),
to say nothing of the clever metafictional twist Harbach pulls off
via Owen’s novel, which is titled—well, take a guess.

e Higginson, Liam. The Hill in the Dark Grove (Hogarth $29).
In a January 2026 blog post, Welsh author Liam Higginson cited
Shirley Jackson and Stephen King as two of his main literary
influences. This debut tells the story of Carwyn Gwynnant and
his wife, Rhian. The childless couple in their 60s operate a failing
sheep farm that’s been in Carwyn’s family for generations. Now
mired in debt, they fear an auction sale that will transfer their
property into a luxurious vacation estate. They’re determined

to forestall that event indefinitely. But the novel is far from a
conventional story of rural persistence in the face of straitened
circumstances. Its mountains are “the abode of witches and giants
and gods,” and the supernatural has long played a prominent role
in the lives and culture of their inhabitants, which Higginson
reveals in some of the brief, evocative glimpses of Welsh history,
legend, and myth that open each chapter. Its presence grows more
insistent as the story, not a traditional haunting, unfolds.

Jurczyk, Eva. The Paris Files (Penguin $30). Canadian librarian
Jurczyk scores a new winner set in the City of Lights and tells

it entirely through police interviews. Genie St. Onge’s heart is
broken more often than it’s not—but that doesn’t stop her from
diving in head-first when she meets Jacob Ford. Their connection
is instantaneous and consuming, and they agree to meet again in
Paris. In a heady mix of sugared pastries and rumpled bed sheets,
they begin plotting their future together. In the dreamy apartment
they’re renting in the 11th arrondissement, they become intoxi-
cated by each other. Until Jacob disappears.
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Lucy Foley gives it rave. Here is one from Ashley Au-
drain: “Set in the delicious scenery of Paris, this mystery unfurls
wonderfully through police transcripts and the perfectly unreli-
able Genie, swept up in a passionate love affair gone wrong.
Charming, cinematic, and page-turning, Jurczyk’s elevated prose,
and clever dance between truth and perception, is an absolute joy
to read.”

Kashiwai, Hisashi. A Serving of Hope (Penguin $28). A new
Kamogawa Food Detectives Novel, off beat, charming, with com-
plexity of flavor. Think of it as miso soup for the soul. “Kashiwai
not only makes you hungry for the numerous Japanese dishes

he writes about, but he also evokes a unique sense of longing

for past happiness you might wish to relive. Warm and nuanced
while bringing you to the beautiful city of Kyoto, you’ll devour
this small, gentle read like a hearty bowl of your favorite soup.”
—Seattle Times.

Kelly, Julia. The Queen of Roses (Gallery Books $29). 1960:
Frustrated reporter Theresa Johnson’s life changes when she
receives a phone call from a Miss Pearce who claims her obituary
about one of Pasadena’s last great hoteliers is wildly inaccurate.
Seeking the truth, Theresa drives to the mysterious Rosewood
House nestled high in the Altadena foothills. Even more intrigu-
ing than the house’s beautiful garden is Miss Pearce’s proposal
that Theresa write her biography. Drop back to 1903 when Adele
Pearce moves to California from London after no proposal was
forthcoming. She then learns her mother sent her there to snare

a rich American husband to restore the family’s fortune. Instead
Adele falls for the gardener at Rosewood House. But a fire ignites
the San Gabriel Mountains.... Paperback: The Queen of Roses
(519)

e Kikic, Natalie. The Haunting of Lavender House (Park Row
$30). “There is much to savor in Kikic’s debut novel, which suc-
cessfully weds an atmospheric gothic with Croatian folklore in a
fast-paced story that delivers both unnerving chills and a satisfy-
ing emotional arc for her protagonist. Recommended for readers
who enjoy gothic horror/romance blends such as Isabel Camas’
The Hacienda.”—Library Journal

S King, Stephen/Peter Straub. Other Worlds Than These:

A Talisman Novel (Scribner $35) with illustrations by Gabriel
Rodriguez. This is King and Straub’s epic finale to the Talisman
Trilogy (including the novels Talisman and Black House) and a
wrapping up of the fate of the worlds in King’s iconic, fiercely
beloved Dark Tower epic. It is also a magnificent stand-alone
novel, that will appeal to new readers, as well as to King’s
Constant Readers. Other Worlds Than These is the story of Jack
Sawyer, whom readers first met when he was twelve, crossing
America and “the territories” to save his mother’s life, and met
again in Black House, where Jack faces a child killer and the
Crimson King (among other evils). Now here Jack must stop a
rampaging gang of infected teenagers from America-side, and the
forces of the mysterious Gullet at the edge of Mid-World, before
it destroys our world and all worlds. Jack is older now; his Ka-tet
(echoing the world of Roland) is fraying; and his task, nearly
impossible.

King, Wesley. Wolf Season (Atria $29). “Canadian YA author
King makes an auspicious adult debut with this lightly supernatu-
ral police procedural. After seven years away, Everett Johnson
returns to his hometown of Killdeer, Mont., when his father,
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Dale, goes missing. Dale, Killdeer’s long-running sheriff, has
vanished while investigating the murder of a teenage girl from
the reclusive Armel family—a group of women who’ve isolated
themselves on their farm ever since the mysterious deaths of their
men folk. On the request of his brother Connor—now Killdeer’s
acting sheriff—Everett informally joins the investigation, at-
tempting to find Dale and crack the Armel case in the process.
Soon, he crosses paths with Bernadine Armel, the murdered girl’s
older cousin and his secret lover from many years earlier, who
broke off their relationship because of conflicts between their
families. King gives Everett a smart balance of insider and out-
sider perspectives on Killdeer, and uses flashbacks to parcel out
reveals that feel both surprising and inevitable. Meanwhile, he
conjures a menacing atmosphere from page one. This scintillating
small-town mystery will linger long in readers’ minds.”—PW

Kingfisher, T. Daggerbound (Swordheart #2) (Bramble $29.99
Deluxe Edition—a beautiful hardcover featuring bright pink
sprayed edges, a foil case stamp and endpapers). “What an
absolute delight of a fantasy adventure! Kingfisher has a way of
capturing what it feels like to play Dungeons and Dragons with
your friends, but in novel form. The perfect balance of humor,
romance, and edge of your seat action” says the Indie Next Pick.

Kingsolver, Barbara. Partita (Harper $32). In this masterfully
orchestrated novel, an unexpected call forces a once-one-the-rise
pianist to revisit the affair that reshaped her youth and the career
that vanished alongside it.... Partita refuses easy distinctions be-
tween destiny and choice, showing how class background, family
damage, and thwarted ambition can keep shaping us long after we
believe their power has faded.” —Oprah Daily

Kleypas, Lisa. Queen of Lombard Street (Harper $30) although
out in October will be our November British Crime Club Pick.
“With the help of a powerful British banker, Rena is determined
to build a women-only bank where women can have control of
their money. A novel, interesting plot make it worth a read, but
it’s the nuanced and intriguing characters, based on real-life
women, who really help this book shine. You will want to do
more reading about these historic figures.”

e Kostova, Elizabeth. Mystery Play (Random House $33).
“Returning to the world she created for her bestselling debut The
Historian ($22), Kostova brilliantly blends a Henry Jamesian
storytelling style with a wonderfully atmospheric, gothic-infused
plot worthy of M. R. James at his best. The result is a spookily
supernatural slow-burn thriller that casts its own haunting spell
over readers . . . This quietly creepy, deadly entertaining thriller
ingeniously plays with the myth and legend of Dracula.”—Li-
brary Journal Starred Review

* Langmead, Oliver K. The Killing of a Chestnut Tree ( Tordot-
com $24.99) offers up an enchanting Sherlock Holmes pastiche
that follows gay detective Havelock Harper and his stenographer,
Major Sebastian Wright, as they unravel a peculiar case. The duo
is summoned to a remote village in England’s Lake District by

a succinct message from the Duchess of Farleigh: “The Duke of
Farleigh has been murdered.” Once Harper and Wright arrive,
they discover that the trees in Farleigh Forest, many of which
have been given names by locals, have begun spontaneously gen-
erating words on their bark, including “Constant” and “Whole.”
Soon, they learn that the Duke of Farleigh is not a person, but a
chestnut tree, and set about learning who felled it, hoping to ap-
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pease the forest and local citizens. Langmead frames the narra-
tive as Wright’s account of these events as discovered by Emmet
Parson, a night watchman at Hackney’s Cavendish Cotton Mill.
“Elegant prose, dry humor, and sweet romantic moments for the
protagonists make this sing.” Plus the jacket art is a marvel.

* Lenz, Bethany Joy. The Betrayal of Coral Wexford (Simon
Schuster $28) is romantic psychological suspense set in 1880
London amidst the Jack the Ripper murders and does a vivid job
evoking it all. Cora Wexford is alone at thirty-eight, with secrets
that drove her to flee life in America and come to London. Now,
she makes a living by painting the dead. On the evening of her
birthday, she is introduced through friends to a charming stranger
named Miles Vale. As Cora falls deeper into trust and surrender
with Miles, she’s given an opportunity to catapult her career. A
suffragist and esteemed gallery owner commission Cora to cre-
ate a series of portraits featuring ordinary women whose recent
deaths have been caused or enabled by a system that ignores
them. Then a killer in Whitechapel begins murdering women in
the same gruesome way. As Cora works tirelessly to honor the
victims of this “Jack the Ripper,” she finds herself increasingly
disoriented and nervous for herself. With reason....

"W Mohamed, Premee. From the Library of Jurgen Leitner
(Random House $30). BONUS: Our first 100 copies each comes
with a nifty glow in the dark pen!

Enter the library of an enigmatic collector, where occult
books are guarded and researched at a fatal cost, with this uncanny
eldritch horror novel from Nebula Award—winning author Premee
Mohamed and The Magnus Archives’ Jonathan Sims. In the
winding, perilous corridors of Jurgen Leitner’s private library, you
never know what you’ll find. A starving cookbook. An ancient
scroll that casts cool, predatory breezes. A cloth-bound hardback
that compels you to DIG, DIG, DIG, DIG. Free, these books are
more than simply unnerving—they’re deadly. But the library
keeps their dangers in check and their would-be readers safe—so
Leitner claims. For two of his employees, the risks are worth it.
Though their tenures at the library were years apart, Hugh and
Sebastian’s stories unfold in parallel, and their footsteps echo
down the same eerie aisles, caught in a web spun long before
either ever heard the name “Jurgen Leitner.” Will they find a way
out—or will the library consume them before it’s too late?

Mooney, Kate. The Woman of the House (Penguin $30). I like to
highlight debuts so I dug into this one. The story follows Rose,
who moves into a new home with her husband Daniel while
carrying years of trauma from an abusive childhood in Chicago.
Right away, you can tell Rose is deeply damaged by the way she
grew up. She desperately craves stability and safety, which is
partly why she essentially manipulated her way into this marriage
with Daniel, who is a man who wants the perfect traditional wife
and family—and his family expects the same—while Rose will
be increasingly unable to maintain the fagade and the lies she
used to hook him. So she constantly fears exposure. And their
relationship is uncomfortable in the most fascinating way because
neither of them truly understands the other

Without getting into spoilers, it’s hard to explain
exactly what happens in this book because Rose builds this
enormous house of cards around herself, and every time she has
an opportunity to be honest, she chooses to keep another secret.
She is desperate to believe that she isn’t wrong about the house,
about the missing woman, Angela, about her husband, or about
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her in-laws. And as things spiral, she comes to rely on a friend
who may or may not even be real—and who seems determined to
steer her further and further into her own descent with a cascade
of bad decisions. The further Rose falls, the harder it becomes

to separate what is actually happening from what she thinks is
happening. The ending is up for you to judge.

MacLean, Will. Solace House (Grove Atlantic $28) follows a
group of university students who discover an astonishing secret
while clearing out a neglected Victorian mansion. “Reading
Solace House feels like you’re staying up way past your bedtime
as a kid, reading by flashlight under the covers. Locked rooms,
hidden relics, scratched out photographs, and secret passageways
drag you through the maze of the story. You can only hope to find
your way out.”

Morris, Heather. The Piano Teacher of Montparnasse (Blackstone
$32.99). In occupied Paris, eleven-year-old Josie escapes the
Nazis and runs to the one person she trusts: her piano teacher,
Andrée Levallois. A secret member of the French Resistance,
Andrée takes Josie into her home and hides her in plain sight. But
as the authorities close in, protecting one young girl could cost
Andrée everything. Inspired by real events and people, this is a
deeply moving story of courage, sacrifice and hope in one of his-
tory’s darkest periods.

Mutter, John. Fortune and Glass (Left Field Publishing $30). Deb
reviews this first novel: “I met John Mutter over 20 years ago at
the largest bookstore event, then called BEA, when he was just
founding our most popular independent bookstore newsletter,
Shelf Awareness. A daily inbox treat for most booksellers. In SA,
he has reviewed thousands of titles and has now taken off his
reviewer’s hat and added author to his impressive resume. The
publisher’s advance copy describes Fortune and Glass as “The
Book Thief meets John LeCarré,” and while accurate, I think that
description actually limits this WW?2 espionage story a bit. John
crafted a story that lets us see inside the minds of people living
in a time when one guards everything they say, feel and love.
Surrounded by the carnage and bombing during the air raids in
Berlin, a remarkable love affair between two souls is laid bare.

In flashbacks, the characters all wonder how their community

let a tyrant come to power, a disturbingly familiar sensation. If
you like intrigue, passion, history and a layered read, grab a copy
today.”

Niffenegger Audrey. Life Out of Order Deluxe Limited Edition
(Hanover Square $33). The author of The Time Traveler's Wife
time travels again. With every leap through the years, Alba is
forced to reckon with the choices that define her, the people she
cannot bear to lose, and the question that haunts every time trav-
eler: can you ever truly belong to the present? 4 pages of Black &
White photos.

W Ortiz, Katie. The Southern Sorority of Superstitious Witches
(Crooked Lane $29.99) is a Southern Gothic wherein three
women weave together old Southern folklore and magic to fight
sexism and educational discrimination in post-Civil War Ala-
bama. A trial semester will determine whether or not women
across the state will be allowed to attend other universities. But
the enrolled women quickly learn that success is not guaranteed,
and some of their male cohorts are determined to see them fail.
When the men’s pranks go too far Lucille, Catherine, and Victoria
form a coven under the guise of a sorority and call upon witch-
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craft steeped in the traditions of Southern folklore to fight back.

As they gather their fellow witches, they discover there is some-
thing darker at work at the university, a force that is determined

to expel all the women at the university, and they’ll need all the

allies they can get if they want to succeed.

Patterson, James. The Family Crosse: An Alex Cross Thriller
(Little Brown $32). Alex Cross is a brilliant psychologist—and a
relentless hunter of killers for the FBI and DC Metro Police. To
his beloved Nana Mama, he’s still the boy she raised—and every
morning, as he straps on his service weapon, she’s reminded just
how dangerous his world has become. But in Washington, DC,
there are places even the police don’t go—an unseen underworld
where violence thrives and rules don’t apply. And this time, Alex
is stepping straight into it.

Philbrick, Nathaniel. The Rush (Penguin $35). Philbrick reveals
how California’s Gold Rush forged the modern United States—
and lit the long fuse to civil war.

"W Pulley, DM. Stone Mad (Blackstone Publishing $29.99)
serves up a creepy gothic thriller set in the “most famous haunted
house in Cleveland.” Mannie Wallace’s life was shattered when
Nicol Miller, the friend of her eight-year-old daughter, Sally, dis-
appeared while Mannie was watching both girls at a playground.
Six years later, Mannie is working for a forensic engineering
firm, and a new client hires her to inspect Stone Mad Castle, an
Ohio mansion that once belonged to a robber baron. The building
has a grim reputation: supposedly, the ghost of a murdered little
girl named Annalise Becker haunts it, a group of teens attempting
a séance there barely escaped death, and a cop assigned to a case
that took him inside the mansion died by suicide. Mannie finds
the legends plausible when she visits the castle and comes across
a girl dying of an overdose and catches glimpses of someone who
might be Annalise. Soon, her probe reveals that several people
have gone missing after visiting Stone Mad, and she begins to
hope that uncovering the building’s secrets might lead her to an-
swers about Nicol. Pulley whips up a menacing atmosphere and
explores Mannie’s scarred psyche with aplomb.

Ryan, Tom. Return to Breakneck Island (Atlantic $27). A year
ago, Cass, Peter, and Dandy were strangers in the seaside town of
Maple Bay, Nova Scotia, who teamed up to search for a miss-

ing stash of pirate jewels in The Treasure Hunters Club ($18).
Though they didn’t find the goods, Cass wrote a book about

the experience. The night before it publishes, Dandy’s cousin,
Cookie, reveals she knows about another lost treasure on nearby
Breakneck Island—and about the MacLeary family who took
care of Breakneck’s lighthouse for generations before flat out
disappearing in 1932. No trace of them has ever been found.
Cookie says rumors claim they left behind some kind of fortune.
The next morning, Cookie is found dead at home while Peter is
challenged to explore the island with a new friend. Everyone then
winds up landing on Breakneck at once, looking for answers, kill-
ers, and of course, the treasure. Fans of Richard Osman will love
these books.

Schwab, VE. Victorious (Tor Books $31.99) concludes her Vil-
lains trilogy with a final contest between two men once friends,
now mortal enemies. “When you want to cheer for someone who
by all metrics should be the villain, this series is for you. A ques-
tion to consider: who is victorious here? Maybe you the reader.
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Stephenson, Neal. D: Heavy Water (Harper $32) is the second in-
stallment in his monumental Bomb Light series—a gripping tale
set on the eve of World War II, as nations race to find and control
an elusive substance critical to building atomic weapons.

Tallent, Sam. Brut (Random House $28). Ex-Marine turned

hit man Robert Beaujolais has his own brand of morality and a
penchant for extreme violence, making him an easy fit with the
private security job his best friend and lover, Benny Stephenson,
lands for him. Beauj begins as a bodyguard for famous perform-
ers, CEOs, and other high-net-worth clients, and soon his work
progresses into contract killing. During a botched hit on a lawyer
in San Francisco, Beauj is forced to kill the receptionist, who
turns out to be the daughter of Europe’s last remaining Mafia
godfather, Massimo Di Giovanni. Hit man protocol demands that
Beauj be executed for his error, but he’s promised a hefty fee and
freedom if he kills Di Giovanni, a man most in the criminal un-
derworld consider untouchable, instead. So it’s off to Europe....
“The hunt for Di Giovanni is riveting, and the intense final scenes
provide an immensely satisfying payoff to Beauj’s character arc”
as crafted by comedian/highly praised author Tallent.

Thompson Spires, Nafissa. Four Wives and Five Deaths of
Richard Milford (Scribner $26) is described as “A perfect piece
of modern Southern folklore. Thompson-Spires crafts rich,
recognizable yet unique characters in each chapter vignette. A
spectacular tale of vengeance, the power of town gossip, and a
little touch of magic.”

“The author of Heads of the Colored People crafts
a sizzling tale of a bootlegging bigamist and oil magnate’s
mysterious death in 1927 Oklahoma. As a young man, Rich
Milford inherited his family farm on the banks of the Verdigris
River in the all-Black town of Newville. Soon after, in 1909,
he discovered oil on the property, “making Rich richer.” In the
years before his death at age 37, Rich supplemented his fortune
and sustained his influence by making moonshine, which he
handed out to town leaders. Rich had four “wives”: who, by
the time of his demise and with his longtime cook, attempt to
kill him. Thompson-Spires’ beguiling story, full of competing
versions of the truth, is enriched by commentary on capitalistic
excess and male chauvinism, and by its exploration of the limits
of individualistic social theories put forth by such Black leaders
as Marcus Garvey and Booker T. Washington. Readers will be
floored.”—PW Starred Review

Tremayne, Peter. Blood on the Wind (Severn House $29.99).
Strictly speaking the Sister Fidelma historical mystery series
is not “British” but mediaeval Ireland. But still.... See British
Historical Mysteries above.

Tursten, Helene. Up to No Good: The Complete Elderly Lady
Stories (Soho $24.95). What a gem and presented in an original
cross-stitch pattern jacket plus bonus recipes.

Little old lady or stone-cold killer? Maud might just be a
little of each. Now, for the first time ever, all eleven Elderly Lady
stories—plus a brand-new adventure. Up to No Good (soon to
be an original series starring Glenn Close) brings together all of
Maud’s darkly funny capers from the cult favorite Swedish crime
fiction author. Add this to your gifting list asap.

Wilson, Jeffrey/Brian Andrews. Collateral (Blackstone Publishing
$29.99) is Tier One Thriller #6. After a surprise assault on Task
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Force Ember’s secret compound in Virginia by Russian covert
operators, John Dempsey and his teammates are mourning their
dead and trying to put the pieces back together. Russian spymas-
ter Arkady Zhukov, the mind behind the attack on Ember, is at it
again—directing false flag operations to destabilize Ukraine and
enable Russia to seize control of the Black Sea. The American
president designates Arkady and his Zetas a clear and present
danger to the United States. Dempsey and his team are tasked to
systematically eliminate each and every Zeta agent around the
globe. But when American and Russian covert operations collide
in Kiev, the “new Cold War” goes from a simmer to a boil.

Wright, Stephen. Black Moon (Little Brown $32). If you, like
me, dove deep into Ariel Lawhon’s magnificent novel The Pirate
Queen (Knopf $32 SIGNED) inspired by the life of Irish pirate
Grace O’Malley of the Elizabethan age, you can now turn to
another of this Irish sisterhood, Ann Bonny, an 18" Century buc-
caneer. Or you might not care about pirates but embrace nautical
tales, or be enchanted by language. Wright reimagines Bonny as
one Amethyst Connell.

“Very little is known about Bonny’s life, and Wright has
filled that blank canvas edge to edge with a saga as wild, lusty,
and bloody as any pirate could want, written in maximalist prose
combining Old World, nautical, and invented idioms into sentenc-
es of befuddling enchantment...At 80, Wright has the imaginative
energy of a randy teenager channeling the vocabulary of Rabelais
and Melville.” —Kirkus Reviews

OUR OCTOBER PAPERBACK PICKS
13 is perfect for the Spooky Season

Berry, Steve. The Devil’s Bible ($19.99). U.S. Justice Depart-
ment operative Cotton Malone is happily operating a bookstore
in Copenhagen. But he’s called back to action by his old boss
and friend Stephanie Nelle. She tells Cotton that Princess Lysa,
the sister of Swedish King Wilhelm I, is being held ransom an
800-year-old book, the Codex Gigas—the largest illuminated
medieval manuscript in the world. Claimed as war loot from
Bohemia in 1648, it’s been kept in Stockholm for nearly 400
years. Along the way it also acquired another more mysterious
moniker ... The Devil’s Bible. The Swedes believe that Russian
agents are behind the kidnapping and plan to give the book to the
Czech Republic in exchange for that country’s continued efforts
to block Sweden from joining NATO. Russia may have gotten in-
side information about the captive royal from her husband, John
Westlake, a suspected Russian sleeper agent. Malone and Cassio-
peia Vitt set out to thwart the extortion scheme, knocking plenty
of heads along a way filled with daring escapes and derring-do.
Look for Cotton’s next in February.

Blake, Matthew. A Murder in Paris ($18.99). Olivia Finn is a
memory expert at Charing Cross Hospital in London. One night,
she receives an urgent call from the police at the Hotel Lute-
tia on Paris’s famous Left Bank. Olivia’s French grandmother,
Josephine Benoit, has appeared at the Lutetia in a distressed state
claiming she committed a murder in one of the hotel’s rooms at
the end of the Second World War. Hastening to Paris, Olivia finds
her grandmother confused. But Josephine insists it is a recovered
memory from the past. More disturbingly, hotel records show
that a woman did die in that room of the Lutetia in 1945. Could
Josephine’s story actually be true?

“The novel is not only a thrilling mystery but a poignant
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exploration of inherited trauma and the lengths people go to pro-
tect the past. For readers who enjoy psychological thrillers with a
rich, historical backbone, especially those fascinated by the dark,
complex legacy of World War I1.”

* Bowen, Rhys. From Cradle to Grave ($20). Lady Georgiana
“Georgie” Rannoch is just like any other new mother, balancing
responsibilities of being 34th in line for the British throne and
solving the shocking deaths of several young men. Unfortunately
she’s been saddled with the strict nanny foisted upon her by her
meddlesome sister-in-law. In search of a new nanny, Georgie
travels to London to see her old friend ZouZou only to find her
about to depart for a funeral, after the unexpected death of a
young man in her social circle. It quickly becomes clear there’s
more than one mysterious death around town, when another
friend reveals he’s also just returned from the funeral of a school
friend, who seemingly died in a boating accident. But when word
arrives that the son of family friend has also died tragically and
unexpectedly, Georgie is certain that despite an apparent lack of
connection, the victims must share something. ...

Bowen signs her 20" in this delightful series, To Crown
It All (Berkley $30), here on November 15.

Byrne, James. Chain Reaction ($19). Dez Limerick is so good
natured and so skilled he’s irresistible. I’ve loved his earlier
appearances in The Gatekeeper ($9.99) and Deadlock ($9.99).
“In his previous life, Dez Limerick was a gatekeeper, trained

to covertly open locked doors and keep them open as long as
necessary. Now, at 35, he’s retired, living in California, and
taking occasional gigs as a bass player and pianist. When a
friend needs his musical skills, he flies to Newark, NJ, to help

a band inaugurate a new convention complex. As Dez explores
the Liberty Center, he notices a number of men armed with
Russian rifles. He’s just settled into a martini bar when there’s an
announcement that a Russian terrorist group has taken over the
convention center, and they’1l kill anybody who tries to escape.
So Dez teams up with a thief, and together they thwart the
terrorists’ plans. But someone seems to know just what Dez will
do... This Thriller Award nominee is followed by Storm Warning
($29), kicking up the action and thrills even higher. A streaming
deal is in the works for the series.

Cobb, May. All the Little Houses ($19.99). Mean girls, and meaner
moms; it’s Dynasty meets Desperate Housewives meets Jeneva
Rose.” Library Reads adds, “Cobb’s latest gasp-out-loud read
doesn’t disappoint, bringing readers back to the East Texas town of
Longview, where wealth, booze, secrets, sex, and very bad—some
might even say murderous—behavior abound. It’s the mid-1980s
in the tiny town of Longview, Texas. Nellie Anderson, the beautiful
daughter of the Anderson family dynasty, has burst onto the scene.
She always gets what she wants. What she can’t get for herself...
well, that’s what her mother is for. Because Charleigh Andersen,
blond, beautiful, and ruthlessly cunning, remembers all too well
having to claw her way to the top. When she was coming of age on
the poor side of East Texas, she was a loser, an outcast, humiliated,
and shunned by the in-crowd, whose approval she’d so desperately
thirsted for. Now when a prairie-kissed family moves to town, all
trad wife, woodworking dad, wholesome daughter vibes, Charleigh’s
entire self-made social empire threatens to crumble. And then....

Cobb signs her next, All the Little Secrets (Sourcebooks
$28.99) here in a prepublication event with host Olivia Fierro on
November 6, 7:00 PM



http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9780316521857
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/Tjsi1wmychMadyTWJ3gSpw
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/Tjsi1wmychMadyTWJ3gSpw
http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9781538770627
http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9780063314207
http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9780593641408
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/uFul1NHY3vC2Sd8MMHoS2g
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/uFul1NHY3vC2Sd8MMHoS2g
http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9781250477989
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/3Czr8TaWU9_y0WhHSV6WkQ
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/MWp_c1qAP1zEvt04OEC9vw
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/MWp_c1qAP1xuPoqu5zxBwQ
http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9781464239175
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/-Az7-_ID4T8pe3kHnc5BLg

DeMille, Nelson/Alex. The Tin Men ($19). At a top-secret Army
training facility in the Mojave Desert, Special Agents Scott
Brodie and Maggie Taylor plunge into a deadly web of military
intrigue, Al technology, and robot soldiers—seven-foot-tall killer
robots known as D-17s that malfunction and crush the skull of
an Army computer scientist. So our agents must now solve the
shocking murder of a senior scientist. The result is a high action
thriller with scary implications for how Al can and likely will be
weaponized. I add that Alex finished this book on his own after
his Dad died during the project.

* Finch, Charles. The Hidden City ($18). It’s 1879, and Lenox
is convalescing from the violent events of his last investigation.
But a desperate letter from an old servant forces him to pick
up the trail of a cold case: the murder of an apothecary seven
years before, whose only clue is an odd emblem carved into the
doorway of the building where the man was killed. When Lenox
finds a similar mark at the site of another murder, he begins to
piece together a hidden pattern which leads him into the corridors
of Parliament, the slums of East London, and ultimately the very
heart of the British upper class. At the same time, Lenox must
contend with the complexities of his personal life: a surprising
tension with his steadfast wife, Lady Jane, over her public
support of the early movement for women’s suffrage; the arrival
of Angela Lenox, a mysterious young cousin from India, with an
unexpected companion; the dizzying ascent of his brother, Sir
Edmund Lenox, to one of the highest political posts in the land....
This remains one of my very favorite historical mystery
series and we get a new one on November 4 when Finch returns
to sign Midnight in the House of Commons (St Martins $29).

Fredericks, Mariah. The Girl in the Green Dress ($20) evokes
1920s New York City in this riveting standalone inspired by
the unsolved murder of gambler and womanizer Joseph Elwell.
“Morris Markey is a budding young journalist striving for profes-
sional glory. A story falls into his lap one night when he hears a
woman screaming at an apartment across the street and hastens
over to find Elwell with a bullet in his head. Before police ar-
rive, Markey quizzes Elwell’s distraught housekeeper and pokes
around the residence. He recognizes Elwell from seeing him out
the night before, accompanied by a beautiful young woman in
a dress the color of dollar bills. Determined to find that woman,
Markey winds up getting help from Zelda Fitzgerald, who was
among the last people who saw Elwell alive—and whose social
connections open doors to some of Manhattan’s wealthiest power
brokers. When a second man is killed in a similar fashion to El-
well, the tension mounts, and Markey’s pool of suspects widens.
Fredericks brings us a clever delight evoking 1930s
Macy’s and its Thanksgiving Day Parade in Murder on 34" Street
(St Martins $29), as shown above in Signed Books.

Hart, Joe. Night Calls (Thomas & Mercer $16.99). Eight years
ago, Hattie Conlee was devastated to learn that her 22-year-old
son, Tommy, was the Bedfellow, a serial killer who slept in the
beds of his victims after impaling them. DNA evidence and the
discovery of the murder weapon—his father’s wooden awl—
made the case open-and-shut. Tommy escaped before he could be
sentenced, however, and Hattie, fearing he might come after her,
moved to the quiet town of Havensport, Maine, and changed her
name to Mary Whittaker. The young couple who adopted Tom-
my’s son, Julian, also lives in Havensport, and Hattie has begun
spending time with them without revealing her identity. Her new
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life is threatened when investigative reporter Ross Eeling comes
to Havensport, demanding that Hattie speak on the record about
Tommy or he’ll reveal who she is. Hattie’s dilemma coincides
with her growing fears that Julian may have inherited his father’s
violent streak—and that she might be the only person who’s able
to recognize the warning signs. Hart matches a serpentine plot
with an intricate psychological portrait of a woman under crush-
ing pressure.

Hunter, Stephen. The Gun Man Jackson Swagger ($18). This

is a Western set in Arizona Territory, 1897. Jack Swagger, an
aging Civil War veteran, is seeking employment at the sprawling
Callahan Ranch. At first sight, he’s too old for the work but

he shows he’s a master gunman and Colonel Callahan needs
sharpshooters to protect his shipments of cattle to Mexico and
goods back to him from marauders. Jack learns of a young
cowboy who died on one of these jaunts and starts investigating
the death. Dark secrets emerge and soon Jack is in the middle
of a full-out range war, where the one who shoots first and most
usually wins. No action writer today knows guns as well as
Hunter.

Malone, Alicia. Murder at the Movies (Running Press $18.99).
The first novel from Turner Classic Movies host Malone is a
sweet cozy aimed squarely at film buffs. When Audrey Sul-
livan moves to Pine Island to take over her family’s theater, the
Starlight Movie Palace, following the death of her grandmother,
not everyone is thrilled with her arrival. A mysterious note is left
at her doorstep telling her to return to L.A. While she’s a little
spooked. Liam Ross, a wealthy and ruthless real estate developer,
is found dead in the theater at Audrey’s first screening which
features Hitchcock’s Suspicion. And suspicion falls squarely on
Audrey. The local police insist on shutting down the Starlight un-
til they complete their investigation. With the theater’s future on
the line, the embattled Audrey turns detective. This is great fun
for movie fans and for those who love a small town setting.
Bonus: Malone elevates the whodunit plot by pepper-
ing the narrative with entertaining Hollywood trivia, as when a
golden retriever named Marlowe inspires a debate about which
actor played the best Philip Marlowe.

"W NoiseCat, Julian Brave. We Survived the Night ($21).
Blending oral history, mythology and reportage, this account
takes the form of a “coyote story,” a legend about the forefather
of NoiseCat’s people, bringing a traditional art form nearly
annihilated by colonization back to life on the page. Through a
dazzling blend of history and mythology, memoir and reportage,
NoiseCat unravels old stories and braids together new ones. He
grapples with the erasure of North America’s First Peoples and
the trauma that cascades across generations, while illuminating
the vital Indigenous cultural, environmental, and political
movements reshaping the future. “Written in gorgeous, sparse
prose, We Survived the Night reads like a novel. Told with a
blistering honesty, the truth and grit create a beautifully woven
coyote story we haven’t heard before.”—Tommy Orange

Sandford, John. Revenge Prey ($20). Leonard Summers—not his
real name—is on the run. A former high-ranking Russian intel-
ligence officer who defected to the U.S. after providing critical
information about Russian spies in U.S. government service,
Leonard, his wife Martha, and son Bernard have spent the past
year holed up in a CIA facility near Washington. After the CIA
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makes a deal with the U.S. Marshal Service’s Witness Protection
Program (WPP), Leonard’s family is transported to Minneapolis.
The plan is to hide them in a wooded Minneapolis suburb that
resembles their former home and dacha near Moscow. The Sum-
mers are received at their destination by Lucas Davenport and
fellow marshal Shelly White. Unbeknownst to them, the WPP
group has been tracked by a Russian hit team. And while nobody
in the WPP has ever been attacked—is Leonard the first?

MORE NEW IN PAPEBACK

Abbott, Megan, ed. Best American Mystery and Suspense 2026,
(Harper $18.99). From traditional and masterfully crafted who-
dunits to experimental tales, these stories will have chills running
down your spine and your heart knocking in your chest. Contrib-
utors include D.C. Benny, Christopher Bollen, Sara Gran, Cheryl
A. Head, David Morrell, Wanda M. Morris, M.E. Proctor, Rob D.
Smith, Paul Tremblay, and others.

Also available: Tess Gerritsen, ed. The Best Mystery
Stories of the Year 2026 ($17.95). Readers will find tales by
Lee Child, Andrew Klavan, Joyce Carol Oates, and Lisa Unger,
alongside lesser-known writers equally as deserving of atten-
tion. The stories have been pulled from a wide variety of sources,
including The Strand Magazine, Black Cat Weekly, Dark Yonder,
and Ellery Queen Mystery Magazine. The collection is rounded
off by a bonus story from the last century by Agatha Christie.

S Aguirre, Ann. The Hocus Pocus Handbook (Sourcebooks
Casablanca $18.99) features a sunshine-shadow slow burn
romance, an unforgettable found family, and a world lush with
wildcraft magic. It’s a cozy fae fantasy romance perfect for fans

of Heather Fawcett’s Emily Wilde’s Encyclopaedia of Faeries
($18) and T. Kingfisher’s work.

Andrews, Brian/Jeffrey Wilson. Tom Clancy Executive Power
($20) moves the youngest Ryan, Kyle, to Luanda, Angola, where
he is the sole survivor of an American intelligence team mas-
sacred while on a routine mission. Is this just the prelude to an
even more devastating conflict—a deadly military coup in the
central African nation. The next step is a shocking escalation, the
seizure of the American Embassy and the taking of numerous
hostages including the ambassador and the younger Ryan. As US
forces fight insurgents street by street in the African capital city,
Lieutenant Katie Ryan leads the effort to untangle the mystery
behind the coup and the identity of the plotters. Is it the Chinese
government? Is it a corrupt Angolan general? Or is there a darker
force pulling the strings? There are many things to recommend
this excellent chapter in the Clancys by the two former Navy

guys who have passed the Jack Ryan, Sr., torch to MP Woodward.

* Barelli, Natalie. Missing Molly (Sourcebooks $18.99). Rachel
Holloway has built a quiet life in London. She has a daughter,

a partner, and a steady job at the local paper. Then the paper
launches a true-crime podcast, and their first case is the disap-
pearance of twelve-year-old Molly Forster, missing since her
family’s brutal murder twelve years ago. But Rachel knows
exactly what happened to Molly. Because Rachel is Molly. She’s
spent years hiding from the killer who destroyed her family,

and now her own podcast is about to expose her and the truth
she’s buried. As the story goes viral, new evidence emerges that
confirms what Rachel has known all along: The wrong man was
convicted.
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"W Blackwell, Juliet. The Séance Garden (Penguin $20). When
Professor Harper Grae loses a bet with a friend, she finds herself
on a local nighttime tour of “haunted” locations in Monterey.
Harper’s a lifelong non-believer in the occult, though her aca-
demic career is devoted to the historical and societal significance
of witchcraft, ghosts, and medicinal poisons of all sorts. But her
skepticism immediately gets tested when the tour stumbles on
the body of local artist Delilah Mason—who’s found murdered
on the grounds of a nearly two-hundred-year-old mansion, once
home to the infamous Perles family. “Blackwell excels at creating
atmosphere. She weaves Monterey itself into the story, using the
city’s history to set the tone of the mystery, and writes the super-
natural element in such a way that it slowly builds throughout...
This enjoyable read, suspenseful and eerie without slipping into
horror, will please Blackwell’s fans.”

Brennan, Allison. Make It Out Alive ($18.99). Three newlywed
couples have disappeared from an exclusive resort in Florida,
only to turn up dead soon after. With the location and the similari-
ties between the female victims as their only leads, it’s up to the
FBI Mobile Response Team to catch a serial killer before anyone
else ends up dead. And they have the perfect bait—Detective
Kara Quinn, who bears an uncanny resemblance to the targeted
women. Undercover as newlyweds pretending to enjoy their
honeymoon, Kara and FBI Agent Matt Costa set a flawless trap.
When their plan works and they arrest the predator, Matt sends
the rest of the team home so he and Kara can have the weekend
for some much-needed R&R. But on Monday morning, Quinn
and Costa don’t report for work and the MRT learns they never
checked out of their hotel.

Brown, Rita Mae. Fox and Furious ($20). In Virginia’s horse
country foothills, two brothers fight over the inheritance of five
acres and a hunting beagle kennel—until one of them is mur-
dered. It’s up to “Sister” Jane Arnold to hunt down the truth, with
a little help from her four-legged friends: cunning foxes, sensible
hounds, and sweet-tempered horses.

e Clarke, Lucy. You Let Me in (Atlantic $18). Bestselling
novelist Elle Fielding has just returned to her Cornwall home
after renting it out on Airbnb while she attended a writers’
retreat. The cliff top dwelling, with its breathtaking views of
England’s southwestern coast, was built with the proceeds of
Elle’s blockbuster debut novel, Wild Fear. Now, she has mere
weeks to finish a second book or have her contract canceled. As
the deadline approaches and Elle’s anxiety mounts, she notices
strange inconsistencies around the house, including a new crack
in a paperweight, and worries that whoever rented it might have
done something sinister-or could be watching her. Toss in an
impending divorce, a brutal bout of insomnia, and unsettling
communications from an overly ardent fan, and Elle’s sanity
starts to slip. Clarke treads familiar ground as Elle’s dream home
morphs into a gothic nightmare, but enjoy brisk pacing, well-
placed clues, and the menacing atmosphere of the Cornish coast

Friedman, Robert Douglas. Final Copy (Stark House $15.95)

is a sure-footed debut centered on investigative reporter turned
private eye David Anderson. In 1995 New York City, David is
surprised when Ellen Foley, his ex-girlfriend and former editor at
Gotham Express magazine, walks into his office asking for help.
Ellen’s not quite ex-husband, Jonathan Daly—Princeton grad,
scion of a wealthy family, and publisher of Gotham Express—has
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been killed, and a threatening phone call has led Ellen to believe
she could be next. It’s been years since David left the magazine,
but Ellen asks him to return and investigate Jonathan’s death.
With bills to pay and a sense of obligation to his old flame, David
agrees. He dusts off his journalistic skills and dives into a thicket
of lies surrounding Jonathan’s identity and business practices,
raising questions about how much Ellen ever really knew him.
Friedman’s sleek prose and knack for well-timed wisecracks
carry readers through the plot’s clever reversals and red herrings.

% Grainger, Peter. The Rags of Time (Union Square $19.99). In
DC Smith/Kings Lake Investigation #6, by the time Smith gets
back to Norfolk from Belfast the investigation of how Mark
Randall came to lay dead in a field near Lowacre is well under-
way. But going around the Norfolk countryside dotting the i’s and
crossing the t’s, speaking to the local farmers and the Brothers of
St Francis from Abbeyfields, Smith begins to suspect that the in-
vestigation might be heading in entirely the wrong direction. Ar-
rests are made, charges are brought, and Christopher Waters asks
Smith if he has ever seen the wrong man convicted in a murder
case. The answer is yes. Can he prevent it from happening here?
This is an ace British policing series I recommended enthusiasti-
cally all summer. Start at the beginning.

% Khan, Alex. The Wives (DK$18). Rose Cromwell, is a mother
of two, grandmother to four and has just celebrated her thirty-
fifth wedding anniversary to husband Mike. An ordinary, enviable
marriage... until the night that Rose wakes up to see Mike stabbed
to death in their marital bed, and the murder weapon in her hand.
Close by, Divya Sharma is happily planning a lavish meal for her
devoted husband, Karthik. But their special night ends in horror
when she butchers him to death with the meat cleaver she used

to lovingly prepare his meal. Two perfect marriages, cut short

by unimaginable bloodshed, pull Detective Mumtaz Ali of the
Met Special Crime Unit and DCI Sarah Heaton into a perplexing
investigation.

Klavan, Andrew. After That, The Dark ($16.95). Retired assas-
sin Cameron Winter is falling in love. After finally working up
the courage to contact the attractive therapist Gwendolyn Lord,
he feels compelled to investigate a crime: a locked room mys-
tery. In Tulsa, Oklahoma, a solid citizen named Owen McKay
suddenly went mad and killed his wife and child. Locked in a
padded cell and monitored on video, he was nonetheless discov-
ered dead from a projectile fired into his head. As Winter begins
to ask questions, he finds Tulsa officials have been intimidated
into silence by a killer who once tried to attack Winter when he
was on the job. What’s more, another mysterious death, just like
McKay’s, has taken place in Connecticut. And both murders seem
linked to a sinister billionaire who once clashed with Winter’s
old mentor, the Recruiter. Winter’s past and present are coming
together in a single dangerous conspiracy.

Klavan signed his 6™ Cameron Winter Find Me No-
where (Mysterious Press $26.95) here on October 28.

* Macmillan, Gilly. The Burning Library ($18.99). Two cen-
turies-old secret societies battle to find a powerful manuscript.
And Dr. Anya Brown becomes an unwitting pawn between two
secretive, warring, and dangerous factions of women in search of
a priceless medieval manuscript. Intense with a ticking clock.

* Maloney, Anna. The 10:12 (Harper $18.99). BAFTA-winning
screenwriter Maloney debuts with a gripping thriller about the
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fallout from a train hijacking in the U.K. When art instructor
Claire Fitzroy, 55, boards a train from Manchester to London in
April 2023, the last thing she suspects is violence. Armed attack-
ers attempt to hijack the train, but Claire rises to the occasion,
leading a resistance that fends off their efforts. Two years later,
the incident reenters the news cycle when the hijackers’ trial
begins, with Claire as the prosecutor’s lead witness. In an instant,
her reputation shifts from hero to killer after the defendants’
lawyer attributes a death on the train to her actions. Though
Claire is not formally charged with murder, she becomes a pariah
and sets out to clear her name by writing a book clarifying what
really happened. Enticing details about the incident emerge from
court documents, sections of Claire’s manuscript, emails between
Claire and her publisher, and Claire’s interviews with the police,
fellow passengers, and the now imprisoned hijackers. Maloney
brings so much moral uncertainty to the proceedings that her
story will haunt you.

* North, Anna. Bog Queen ($17.99). Like any good journalist
or novelist, Anna North, who is both, knows a great story when
she hears one. It’s 2018 and American forensic scientist Dr.
Agnes Linstrom is tasked with identifying the remains, which
are uncannily well-preserved. Though initially believed to be a
murder victim from 1961, the body turns out to date back more
than two millennia. Agnes needs more time to provide answers
about who the woman was, but her work is complicated by
interventions from a peat moss company eager to resume its
harvesting in the area, and from environmental activists calling
for a stop to Agnes’s forensic digging. The chapters alternate
between the perspectives of Agnes and the long-dead woman, a
young druid leader who travels from her village near the bog to a
settlement ruled by a king who has welcomed Roman influence,
sometime around 50 BCE. As the druid returns home, she is
badly wounded by a rival leader. Eventually, Agnes determines
these wounds were not the cause of the druid’s death.

Fact: When a woman’s skull turned up in Lindow Moss
in May 1983, police thought they knew who put it there. So
did their suspect, Peter Reyn-Bardt. He quickly confessed to
killing his wife more than 20 years earlier, dismembering her
body, and scattering her remains in the bog in northern England.
Then things got weird. The skull, it turned out, couldn’t belong
to Reyn-Bardt’s wife—it was nearly 2,000 years old. Weirder
still: eight months after Reyn-Bardt recanted his confession but
was convicted anyway, another set of remains was discovered
in Lindow Moss. These belonged to a man who died sometime
between 2 BCE and 119 CE and may have been stabbed,
strangled, or beaten to death—possibly even all three. Northern
European peat bogs have anaerobic conditions that can keep
human tissue from decaying. Some bear signs of violent death yet
are so well-preserved it almost looks as if they’re sleeping.

>

Patterson, James/Howard Roughan. The Picasso Heist ($19.99).
A $100 million painting. A previously unknown Picasso is dis-
covered in the attic of a French villa. Everyone wants to possess
it. Only one person knows how to take it.

"W Quan, Barry. The Unveiling ($18). Striker isn’t entirely sure
she should be on this luxury Antarctic cruise. A Black film scout,
her mission is to photograph potential locations for a big-budget
movie about Ernest Shackleton’s doomed expedition. Along the
way, she finds private if cautious amusement in the behavior of
both the native wildlife and the group of wealthy, mostly white
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tourists who have chosen to spend Christmas on the Weddell Sea.
But when a kayaking excursion goes horribly wrong, Striker and
a group of survivors become stranded on a remote island along
the Antarctic Peninsula. Soon the hostile environment will show
each survivor their true face, and as the polar ice thaws in the
unseasonable warmth...

This isn’t a story of a traditional haunting. The novel’s
primary pulse is one of racial and social tension, as well as
Striker’s avoidance of her own thoughts. As the edges of reality
blur in the endless white, Barry skillfully layers Striker’s unreli-
ability with a mist that shrouds the survivors while their numbers
dwindle. The Unveiling is rife with avian harbingers of doom and
an ever-increasing number of redacted sections of text as Striker
loses her sense of time and place.

Ross, LJ. Bedlam: An Alexander Gregory Thriller (Soho $18.99)
takes Gregory to the Catskills. Fresh from solving a high-profile

case in Paris, elite forensic psychologist and criminal profiler Dr
Alexander Gregory is pulled into another nightmare. The FBI is
on the brink of losing its biggest trial yet: the wife of a notorious
criminal—their star witness—has been committed to a private
psychiatric hospital and declared unfit to testify. Without her,
their case collapses. Buchanan Hospital is locked down tight,

and its formidable staff are as secretive and unpredictable as the
patients they treat. With no one left to trust, the FBI has no choice
but to turn to Gregory....

% Summers, Georgia. The Bookshop Below ($19.99). If you
want a story that will change your life, Chiron’s bookshop is
where you go. For those lucky enough to grace its doors, it’s a
glimpse into a world of powerful bargains and deadly ink magic.
For Cassandra Fairfax, it’s a reminder of everything she lost,
when Chiron kicked her out and all but shuttered the shop. Since
then, she’s used her skills in less ethical ways, trading stolen
books and magical readings to wealthy playboys and unscrupu-
lous collectors. But then Chiron mysteriously dies.... Below the
streets of London, a secret network of magical bookshops has
existed for millennia. But they’re slowly disappearing, and no
one knows why. Only one dishonored bookseller can uncover the
truth and rewrite her story—

e Wallace, Auralee. The Haunted Librarian (Penguin $20). It’s
a dark and stormy night...and Amelia Bates is caught in the rain.
Life hasn’t always been kind to her, and being a ghostseer cer-
tainly doesn’t make things any easier. Glowing warmly through
the autumnal downpour is her safest haven: the library. Amelia,
the newly hired librarian, has always relished the comfort of
curling up with a novel, vastly preferring it to the company of
humans (alive or ghostly). But Amelia is shocked to discover the
building is full of more than quiet stories and warm cups of tea.
There are curious, talkative patrons, a shy, bespectacled head
librarian who makes her heart skip a beat, and three quirky spirits
causing paranormal havoc that endangers the future of the library.
Here’s a cozy ghost story for the Spooky Season. See Cozies for
more.

Wright, Erica. The Museum of Unusual Occurrence (Severn
House $16.99) starts a Psychic City Mystery series. Rational and
cynical Aly Orlean’s life in her psychic hometown of Wyndale,
Florida couldn’t be more hectic. It’s all about running her busi-
ness, raising a teenage sister, sending out holiday greetings—and
her new task: finding a killer. For her Museum of Unusual Occur-
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rence not only houses odd curiosities but now has a brand-new
display: The body of Rose Dempsey, a local twenty-year-old,

set up in one of the exhibits as if she has been ritually sacrificed.
With the police clueless, Aly is worried that this is a vicious
warning for her and her solitary way of life. Fearing for her sister
Merope’s well-being, she’s determined to find out why the killer
murdered Rose and how her body was placed in Aly’s museum .

BIOS & MEMOIRS

Allende, Isabel. Story Telling: A Writing Life (Random House
$26). Allende discusses the specific, alchemical process of trans-
forming life into fiction—be it turning political upheaval into a
speculative narrative or a family member into a complex char-
acter. It’s a generous, lightly provocative glimpse at making art
from life without going so far as to only live for one’s art.

Daugherty, Tracy. Cormac McCarthy: A Legacy Revisited (St
Martins $35)

Hand, Nikita. Not the Perfect Victim: My Fight for Survival,
Truth, and Justice (Hachette Ireland $23.99)

Lansky, Meyer. The Lansky Legacy (Kensington $30) See Signed
Books

Leeves, Jane. Daphne & Me: My Life on Frasier (And a Bit
More) (Harper $29.99)

Lloyd, Christopher. In My Own Time: A Memoir (Grand Central
$32.50)

"W Ogden, Lauren. Darkness Becomes Bright: On the Brief Life

and Immortal Art of Edgar Allan Poe (Penguin $30). An engaging
new book shows the master of American Gothic to be a deeply

disturbed man who embraced the darkness most of us flee.

Rentzenbrink, Cathy. The Agatha Christie Cure: What Reading
the Queen of Crime Taught Me About Life (Penguin $32)

Shatner, William. Wisdom & Worries: Reflections on Life, Death
and Everything Inbetween (Open Road Media $18.99)

Warrack, Simon. Monumental: A Stonemason’s Tale (WW
Norton $31.99)—1I love this look at conserving the past across
countries and civilizations

Wasson, Sam. Frank Capra: A Life (Harper $45)
Yahr, Emily. Taylor Swift: The Debut Years (St Martins $31)
NONFICTION

Bacon, John U. The Gales of November ($21.99) A tragic
shipwreck

Bingham, Charlie. The Ornithologists’ Library (Ivy Press $40)
The books that unlocked our knowledge of birds

Garrett, Leah. The Flight Nurses’ War (Basic Books $32) The
American Women Who Saved Thousands of Lives at Iwo Jima
and Okinawa

Grant, Adam. Vibe: The Secrets of Strong Connections (Penguin

$33)

Karcewski, Liz. Little Doodles for Big Feelings (Countryman
Press $17.99)

Karger, Dave. 50 Movie Nights (Running Press $32). Lively
insights into contemporary actors’ naming memorable classic
films. Slap Shot is one of the 50 movies featured in this spunky
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collection of favorite films of the 20th century, as chosen by
“contemporary stars.” Karger, a host on Turner Classic Movies,
interviewed mostly actors and directors for the book. A notable
exception is Anderson Cooper, whose favorite film is Apocalypse
Now (1979).

Kurlansky, Mark. Salt: A World History (Bloomsbury $29.99)

Lewis, Michael. Blockers: Rebels in the Deep State (WW Norton
$29.99)

Mclntyre, Ben. Redwood (Crown $35)An author of thrilling spy
histories par excellence, Macintyre takes readers into post-Rev-
olutionary Iran where Islamists and leftists, once allies against
imperialism, turn on each other — and where a Russian double
agent, agent, unable to perform in the bedroom, turns to British
intelligence for a cure. The consequences are deadly.

Robinson, Linda. Masters of Chaos: The Secret History of the
Special Forces (reissue $19.99)

Smyth, Adam. The BookMakers: A History of the Book in
Eighteen Lives ($21.99) “Almost every page—almost every
paragraph—fizzes with facts, allusions, speculations, tidbits of
etymology and gems of historical interest.” —Wall Street Journal

Tyson, Neil DeGrasse. Just Visiting This Planet, Revised and
Updated (Blackstone $29.99)

Yovel, Yossi. The Genius Bat: The Secret Life of the Only Flying

Mammal ($20)
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