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Fall into a Good Book!

Cozy Corner

Alexander, Ellie. The Pumpkin Vice Cafe (St.
Martin’s $18)

As autumn settles over the charming hamlet
of Ashland, Oregon, ushering in cool, crisp
breezes and a stunning show of color, every-
one at Torte is keeping warm by whipping

up a bevy of fall treats and spicy lattes. Jules
Capshaw is nearing her due date, and the
whole town is abuzz—placing bets on when
the twins will make their grand debut. Mean-
while, Lance and Arlo are busy planning their
nuptials in what is sure to be as close to a
royal wedding as Ashland has ever seen. But
when the high-end wedding planner they
hired is found dead in the frigid waters of Ash-
land Creek, what looks like a tragic accident,
quickly reveals itself as something much more
sinister.

Bolton, Giinger. Killer Donuts (Kensington
$17.95)

It’s fall in Fallingbrook, Wisconsin, and Emily
Fyne, owner of the popular local Deput Donut

café is on a trail—a Donut Trail, that is—to
tour pre-Halloween treats and activities, not
to mention check out the competition. It’s
all fun and games, until a murder of a cranky
tourist proves to be no Halloween trick.

Coyle, Cleo. The Ghost and the Dead Librarian
(Kensington $27)

As a young widow, Penelope moved back

to her quaint Rhode Island town to give her
young son a safer home and her aunt’s dying
bookshop new life. Using her late husband'’s
insurance money, Pen polished the store into
a local treasure. But her updates did more
than attract new customers. They roused

a dead private eye from his big sleep. With
Pen’s affection for hardboiled detective sto-
ries, it’s no surprise she’s developed a fond-
ness for the wisecracking yet oddly likeable
spirit. Sure, Jack’s cold spots are exasperating,
along with his proclivity for putting noir fic-
tion in the cozy section. But murder was Jack’s
business in life, and his PI skills come in awful-
ly handy when the body of an eccentric li-
brarian is found amid the bookshop’s mystery



https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/f9p-FNF8Slpxpf1a7gfWtQ
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/N72jacmRMGD2Mz3m8D48VA
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/N72jacmRMGDPEWWJcLFDhA

aisles. The first in a charming new series.

Day, Maddie. Murder at the Toy Soldier (Kens-
ington $9.99)

It’s a cold, wet, February on Cape Cod, but a
murder at the local toy store blows an espe-
cially icy wind through town—and through
bike shop owner Mackenzie “Mac” Almeda’s
sleuthing Cozy Capers Book Group. While
shopping for a birthday gift at the Toy Soldier,
Mac is helped by the store’s new clerk Zia
Craven but at the end of the day, Zia is found
slumped over the counter, dead. When Mac
discovers that Zia had been in town searching
for her birth mother, this only multiplies her
questions — and the possible suspects in Zia’s
death.

Delany, Vicki. ‘Tis the Season to Be Scary
(Crooked Lane $29.99)

It’s Halloween, and the townsfolk of Rudolph,
New York, are donning masks and costumes
for the Yuletide Inn’s grand fundraising gala to
support the local hospital. Shop owner Merry
Wilkinson has yet another treat to celebrate:
Her best friend, Vicky Casey, has a new cook-
book set to publish. But when someone drops
dead after eating a cake pop from the lavish
dessert buffet, everything comes to a head,
and all eyes turn to Vicky, who made the
treats. Now it is up to Merry to find the real
murderer before her friend is put behind bars.

Freeman, Dianne. A Christmas Guide to Family

and Murder (Kensington $27) SIGNED in No-
vember

Frances Hazelton, the former Countess of
Harleigh, and her husband George are look-
ing forward to a Christmas season enlivened
by all the diversions London can provide. But
family comes first, and George’s sister Fiona
and her husband persuade everyone to gather
at their Norfolk estate for the holiday. How-
ever, instead of an appropriately picturesque

snowfall, Norfolk is hit by pounding rainfall
and high winds. In the aftermath of the storm,
Frances, Fiona, and the children make an un-
pleasant discovery in a nearby field—the body
of their neighbor, local doctor Joshua Penhol-
low, dead in suspicious circumstances.

VanSickle, Vikki. The Mystic and the Missing
Girl 9St. Martin’s $28)

Drew Benson has a secret. She gets visions,
something she hasn’t tapped into since she
was a teenager, when her late aunt, a TV
psychic known as Hannah Mystic, became the
scapegoat in the unsolved disappearance of

a local teenager. Twenty years later, Drew is
happy to ignore her gift, focusing instead on
keeping the metaphysical shop she inherited
from Hannah afloat, wrangling her sole, as-
trology-obsessed employee, and dodging local
rake Foster Banks in her picturesque lakeside
hometown. But when Drew’s arch-nemesis
from high school, now a big city reporter,
decides to investigate the cold case from all
those years ago, it’s Drew’s ability that could
finally make a break in the decades old mys-
tery.

Historical Fiction, Mysteries, Romance
and More

Allen, Sarah Addison, Paper Ghosts (St. Mar-
tin’s $30)

For decades, the women of Wester House
have unsettled and fascinated their small,
timeless North Carolina town. Their home is
full of whispers, old griefs, and uncanny know-
ing. But when Willamena Wester reaches out
to Bailey Wester, the granddaughter she once
pushed away, long-buried truths begin to stir.
Part ghost story, part love story and steeped
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in magical realism, Paper Ghosts will transport
you to a place where old secrets echo through
the years and love finds a way of bringing us
home.

Anderson, Meg. The Memory of Borrowed
Books (Sourcebooks $18.99)

In the coastal town of Foxhollow Bay, librarian
Claire Ashford keeps her life as meticulously
ordered as the centuries-old library she calls
home. But when the town announces plans to
shut it down, her sanctuary, and the life she’s
built within its walls, begins to crumble. One
night, while wandering the stacks after hours,
Claire discovers a door that shouldn’t exist.
And behind it lies a secret room filled with
books no one else can see. Each book pulls
her into the memories of those who have
passed through the library’s doors--moments
half-lived and stories left unfinished. Buried
within these pages is a message the library
has been trying to share, urging Claire to un-
cover the path to saving it.

Atkinson, Kate. Our Noble Selves (Knopf $32)
When crime correspondent turned war re-
porter Harry Flynn returns to Britain from
Singapore in 1945, he takes a quiet job with
the Festival of Britain, a government-funded
endeavor aimed at celebrating the nation’s
creativity, grit, and ingenuity. There, he joins a
team of misfits and eccentrics as they help to
ready the Festival for launch. When a French-
woman goes missing, Flynn becomes the
central suspect in her disappearance—and
possible murder. He was the last person to see
her alive, yet he has no memory of the eve-
ning they spent together. As evidence against
him mounts, Flynn begins to wonder if he
might actually be to blame. To make matters
worse, he is surrounded by people who have
their own secret agenda. “Atkinson skillfully
juxtaposes the emotional scars of war with

laugh-out-loud farce. . .. The plot, stacked
with blackmail and betrayals, builds to a satis-
fying resolution. This entertaining romp has a
good deal of depth.”(PW)

Beck, Hazel. Some Kind of Haunted (MIRA
$18.99)

Lexi Darling has always been a city girl through
and through. New York is loud, crowded,

and just chaotic enough to keep her mind off
everything she’d rather not think about—es-
pecially the eerily realistic nightmares that
have plagued her all her life. So when she and
her twin brother, Logan, are summoned to the
postcard-perfect town of Midas, lowa, one
golden October to handle an inheritance from
the grandmother they never knew, Lexi figures
it’ll be a quick detour: sign a few papers, snap
a fall foliage selfie, and catch the next flight
home.

But Midas has other plans.Now, trapped

in Midas with the shadows closing in, Lexi

has to team up with a group of stubborn
locals to save the town...including Jack, the
grumpy-but-unfairly attractive diner owner
who drives her crazy in all the wrong ways.

Bloom, Laura. The Sugar Maple Inn (Random
$20)

Small-town café owner Grace Sullivan and a
globe-trotting billionaire Reese Spencer dis-
cover that their online connection is more
than just business when they clash over an old
inn in this spicy yet heartwarming romance.

Borison, B. K. Grim Tidings (HarperCollins
$18.99)

Darcy Moore is tired of death. Which would
be fine and good ... if she wasn’t a Grim Reap-
er. Determined to outrun her designation as
the villain, Darcy decides she won’t be drag-
ging her next assignment to the underworld.
She’ll be saving him instead. Unfortunately
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for Darcy, there’s a complication in her plan.
Guardian Angel Gabriel Aetos doesn’t toler-
ate threats to his little corner of the world,
and a Grim Reaper showing up at his bar is as
deadly as it gets. But when he realizes Darcy
is not as she seems, Gabriel must decide if he
can trust his growing feelings or hold on to his
long-standing grudge.

Brennan, Allison. I'll Be Watching You (Ha-
nover Square $18.99) SIGNED

Private investigator Margo Angelhart has
recently rejoined her family’s Pl business,

but she never forgot the reason she walked
away. Three and a half years ago, her father,
Dr. Cooper Angelhart, pled guilty to killing his
colleague. While she never believed he was
guilty, her mother, Ava, refused to help in-
vestigate and wouldn’t explain why. When a
nurse who once worked with Cooper reaches
out, Margo leaps at what could be a potential
lead...only to stumble across the nurse’s grisly
murder. Then, Cooper is mysteriously trans-
ferred to a penitentiary out of state in the
middle of the night, and Ava finally disclos-
es why her husband confessed to a murder
he didn’t commit. Now the entire Angelhart
family must fight to clear Cooper’s name. But
every step they take drags them deeper into a
deadly conspiracy...and into the crosshairs of
some very powerful people with fortunes on
the line. They’ve killed to keep their secrets
before. And this time, the target is an Angel-
hart.

Brody, Jessica. How to Write a Murder (Ran-
dom $32)

If you want to write a murder, you have to set
it in the right location—like an old, converted
monastery with an ominous past, hidden deep
in the mountains. Then, you have to invite the
right people—like a group of authors attend-
ing a prestigious mystery-writing conference.
Of course, someone should show up uninvit-

ed—Ilike a disgraced literary agent accused of
stealing from his top client. Everyone in the
story must be hiding something so they can

all become suspects when someone ends up
dead. That’s when they’ll turn on one another,
digging into the past to uncover dark truths—
like a book canceled on the eve of publication,
two million dollars in missing royalties, and

an obsessive fan with a hidden agenda. But
don’t forget to trap everyone there—a land-
slide should do the trick—so they can’t escape
when more people turn up dead. Welcome to
the perfect murder. Nothing will go wrong. Be-
cause if anyone can get away with murder, it’s
a writer. The author of the popular Save the
Cat! writing manuals turns her hand to fiction.

Collin, Philippe. The Barman of the Ritz (Scrib-
ner $29)

The Nazis have descended on Paris and the
Occupation has begun. Businesses across the
city have shuttered, but the legendary Ritz
Hotel remains open, its dazzling lights still
burning bright on the Place Vendéme. When
it becomes the favorite watering hole of the
occupying forces, its barman, Frank Meier, is
forced to adapt to a new clientele. But Frank
has a secret: he is Jewish. Tensions rise as the
war progresses, but Frank refuses to leave

his post behind the bar. Unbeknownst to the
Nazi officers he serves night after night, Frank
forms precarious alliances with unlikely ac-
complices in order to save other Jewish fam-
ilies in the city and keep his loved ones alive.
Inspired by real events, with the highest of
stakes and a brilliant protagonist, The Barman
of the Ritz is a heady cocktail of history and
fiction set in one of Paris’s most glamorous
places, diving deep into the impossible choic-
es of an ordinary man in extraordinary circum-
stances.
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Davis, Fiona. Samantha (American Girl $30)
It’s 1920, and 25-year-old Samantha Parking-
ton is working hard to educate women in New
York about suffrage and encourage them to
vote in their first presidential election that
fall. But when Samantha’s large inheritance,
including her childhood Mount Bedford home,
is stolen in a shocking scheme, she goes from
socialite to shop girl overnight and experi-
ences a very different side of New York City
living in a boarding house. Searching for clues
regarding the theft of her inheritance, she
infiltrates the business of a notorious criminal
in New York City. Determined as ever, Saman-
tha will do whatever it takes to find answers
and save her family’s legacy. New York Times
bestselling historical author Fiona Davis was
chosen to write the first adult novel featuring
one of the American Girls doll characters.

Dunlay, Emily. The Library of Leaving (Harper-
Collins $30)

In the wake of the Great War, American Hel-
en Fox lives a solitary life in Switzerland as a
librarian, cataloguing books left as bequests
by diplomats and other expatriates. Bookish
and buttoned up, Helen is shocked when she
receives a package that hints at her far more
colorful past: it’s a draft chapter of a novel
written by a man she knew intimately during
the war—a soldier she nursed at a camp in
the Alps for wounded Allied troops. Though
he claims his book is fiction, Helen is afraid
of what it might reveal about who she used
to be, really, and whose side she might have
been on. Bursting with literary references
and testament to the power of reading, this
lush and atmospheric tale of love, grief, and
betrayal interweaves Helen’s own recollec-
tions of her life—including her affair with an
exiled Austrian baron—with pages from her
ex-lover’s supposedly fictional book and other
dispatches. The Library of Leaving is both a

story of a wartime romance and a meditation
on how books read or written tell—and
sometimes distort—the truth of a life.

Dutton, Alysandra. The Stolen Women (Park
Row $30)

Safinia is fine to focus on her training as a war-
rior, providing for her sisters, and minding her
own business. She feels no great need to med-
dle in anyone else’s, until women in her town,
including her former lover, begin disappear-
ing. Quietly, at first, but disappearing just the
same. All of the missing women have vanished
from powerful households, but their formida-
ble fathers are in utter denial, claiming their
daughters are off on trips, sure to be back
shortly, with perfectly reasonable explana-
tions for their absences. Dissatisfied with the
half-hearted attempts to hand wave away the
alarming and mysterious cases of the vanish-
ing women, Safinia takes matters into her own
hands. Readers of Madeline Miller’s historical
novels will find Dutton’s inspired take on the
Sabine women equally fascinating.

Garmus, Bonnie. Peck & Peck (Scribner $30)
It’s 1982, New York City. Crime is on the rise,
muggings are in the streets, and Batter Gray,
recent college graduate with a skill that no
one wants—an “ear” for poetry—is worried
about his future. While all of his friends have
real jobs, he’s folding T-shirts at the Gap.

As for love? No. Not unless you count Sallie
Mae, the student loan tyrant. He hears from
Sallie all the time. But when Batter gets a
dream job at Peck & Peck, the most presti-
gious poetry quarterly in the world, his life
moves into the literary fast lane. Soon Batter
is knee-deep in the secret war between the
two Editors in Chief, the famous Peck broth-
ers—twins and enemies—as well as being
privy to the private affairs of their thirty-nine
editors, whose professed mission is the same:
Find originality. Reward creativity. Burn the
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rest. Oprah Daily called the author of Lessons
in Chemistry’s latest “a love story, a workplace
romp, a satire with a soft heart for fonts, and
an ode to poetry and the people who can’t
live without it.”

Gleason, Colleen. Lady Darling Vexes a Villain
(Oliver Heber $18.99)

The incomparable Lady Darling returns in her
second adventure with Beatrice, her reti-
cule-sized poodle, in tow as she sets about

to right a terrible wrong whilst mending a

pair of broken hearts. But in the middle of

her matchmaking machinations and societal
obligations at a weekend country house par-
ty, Lady Darling stumbles upon a dead body.
Once again, she must don her proverbial
deerstalker hat, scoop up a magnifying glass,
and, in the absence of any sort of competency
from Scotland Yard, it s up to her to identify
the culprit. The first in this fabulously fun new
historical mystery series written by Gleason,
who also writes historical mysteries as Colleen
Cambridge, is Lady Darling Inquires after a
Killer (Oliver Heber $18.99)

Green, Jane. The Many Private Lives of Missy
Cooke (Hanover Square $30)

Missy Cooke’s parents divorced when she

was young. While her mother did her best to
make ends meet, her father devoted his life
to work—and his new family. Missy only knew
him from afar. He was distant and aloof. But
when he came to visit, his light shone bright.
He was Silicon Valley tech titan Marty Cooke.
Now an adult, with tech world aspirations of
her own, Missy’s life is a constant negotiation
between her own desires and the towering
expectations of her father. But when a dev-
astating diagnosis forces Marty to step down
from his tech empire, ipryy, he doesn’t choose
a seasoned executive to take his place. He
chooses Missy. From the glittering galas of
the French Riviera to the hidden realities of

ipryy’s global operations, Missy’s journey of
self-discovery becomes a battle for the soul
of the company. When she uncovers a dark
secret that threatens to destroy everything
her father built, Missy must decide what kind
of leader she will become.

Harding, Emily. Thank You for Remembering
(Gallery $19)

Growing up, Marnie Stephens believed that
destiny was real and the universe had a plan.
But at thirty, real life has become more dif-
ficult than divine. Especially when Marnie
wakes up at a hospital in Boston with no
memory of how she got there...or the last
year of her life. Her doctor tells her she suf-
fered a head injury, her boyfriend, Matt, in-
sists they broke up months ago, and her hair
is somehow eight inches shorter. Before she
knows it, she finds herself in an apartment
she doesn’t remember with a new neighbor,
Ben Morgan, she’s sure she won’t forget. As
Marnie sets out to retrace the last year of her
life, the last thing she needs is to start falling
for Ben, the grumpy—and incredibly attrac-
tive—neighbor helping her. But the universe
has other plans, and it’s not long before Mar-
nie begins to wonder if fighting for the past is
as important as the one person who could be
her future.

Janovsky, Timothy. The Invisible Roommate
(St. Martin’s $19)

Gerard Wells loves music but hates fame —
not ideal when he’s the youngest member of
the chart-topping band of brothers, We the
Wells. Cracking under the spotlight, Gerard
runs away to a small, remote island in the
middle of the Chesapeake Bay. There, he goes
by “James” and takes up residence in a crum-
bling Victorian house on the island’s shrinking
shoreline. Little does he know, he’s not the
studio apartment’s only inhabitant. Mysteri-
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ous and moody Emory Griffin never planned
to be a test subject for his own groundbreak-
ing invisibility research. He also never planned
on sharing a room with a world-famous pop
star, but needs must when you’re an unem-
ployed graduate school drop-out who’s want-
ed by the local police. With nowhere else to
turn, the unlikely pair agree to be temporary
roommates. Their forced proximity and vul-
nerability lead to an unexpected romantic
spark.

Jung, Katie. You’re the One that | Haunt (Pen-
guin $20)

Libby Lakoski has two major problems. First,
she’s secretly in love with her best friend,
Carter Coldwell, and second, he’s marrying
someone else. Carter’s the only person who
has ever made Libby feel chosen, and sure,
his fiancee is a British diamond heiress, but
Carter and Libby have years of shared his-
tory and longing looks between them. Not

to mention, Libby is the only person Carter
trusted enough to tell about the dark magic
that plagues his family. But then a third and
related problem presents itself—or, himself.
Trip Coldwell is Carter’s handsome, smart,
flirtatious cousin who also happens to be... a
ghost. Trip’s “unfinished business” is to break
the Coldwell curse, but the solution hinges on
Libby encouraging Carter to allow his wedding
to proceed. Unfortunately, Libby is the only
person who can see Trip, and her objective is
the exact opposite. Can Libby put aside her
pining for Carter and work with his hot and
not-quite-living cousin to save both men?

Kaufman, Kathleen. Beyond the Graves Waits
Mist and Sea (Kensington $18.95)

In this marvelously atmospheric, delightfully
gothic novel, Marine biologist Harper Hafdét-
tir’s search for an undiscovered species of oc-
topus leads her to isolated island Bell Island,
twenty nautical miles off the coast of Boston,

where long-buried memories rise like specters
from the deep, intent on dragging her darkest
truths to the surface.

Koryta. Michael. Die Famous (Little, Brown
$30) SIGNED

On the day Savannah Cody spots her first gray
hair, she decides it’s time to murder the father
of her only child. Edward “Nickel” Terhune is
the getaway driver for the Brady Gang, one

of the FBI’'s most wanted criminals—with an
enticing bounty set on his head. Dragging her
son, Alford, and her father, Wendell, a retired
railroad detective, along for the quest, Savan-
nah embarks to find the man she once loved
and the nation now fears, journeying across
an America transformed by the Great Depres-
sion. Koryta neatly pivots between his main
characters’ points of view offering readers a
perfectly executed, noir-imbued plot that also
deftly explores the idea of fame and love as
well as faith and family.

Lee, Min Jin. American Hagwon (Grand Cen-
tral $36)

Once comfortably middle class in Korea, John
and Helen Koh and their three children—Bo,
DH, and Mido—find their lives upended, first
by a shocking betrayal by John’s oldest friend,
then by the 1997 Asian financial crisis. Des-
perately striving to regain their footing, they
leave Seoul for Sydney and eventually settle
in Southern California—where new vistas of
opportunity open up for the children as their
parents, strangers in a strange land, must
adjust to a new life in which their experience
and education mean little, and they set their
sights on whatever it takes to provide for their
children’s futures. The National Book Award
finalist and New York Times bestselling au-
thor of Pachinko returns with a breathtaking
contemporary epic: a masterpiece by turns
sweeping and intimate, that reckons with



https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/rBSsMLeAZlY75IDOaMd5KA
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/N72jacmRMGCf55lSVw3rFA
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/N72jacmRMGCf55lSVw3rFA
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/2-gUryvjjJ943l6FFhZSmw
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/1iqMaW6srnMA0tRBq8YWMg

ambition and moderation, lust and loyalty,
personal dreams and familial duty

LIvino, Isabela. An Immaculate Deception
(Penguin $30

When Madalena falls pregnant with a child
conceived in sin, her deeply religious mother
issues a threat: marry or surrender the baby.
Madalena is confident that the father, the
dashing Leandro Neves, will do right by her
and propose. But just as she is about to tell
him about the baby, a violent storm sends
their carriage careening off the road. Madale-
na awakens in Leandro’s sprawling, secluded
home, under the care of the mysterious and
larger-than-life Doctor Lobo. Leandro is there
... but he is no longer the charming poet she
knew. He’s silent. Obsessed. Always watch-
ing. Trapped in a decaying house of secrets,
Madalena must uncover the truth before the
men around her destroy her, and before the
hell she fears becomes the one she’s living
in. A deliciously dark, gothic debut set in late
19th century Brazil.

Mason, Meg. Sophie, Standing There (Harper-
Collins $30)

As well as a dream job at a local book festival,
Sophie Pattison has a husband she adores,

a lifelong best friend, Emma, and a broth-

er she’s always been close to. Which makes
you wonder why since Christmas Sophie has
been living alone, estranged from Emma,
avoiding her brother, and about to be fired.
Now it feels like the only thing she has left is
reading. When Sophie re-discovers an author
she first read in her twenties, the words on
the page reach her in a new way—becoming
both solace and company. Sophie devours
every one of the author’s novels and begins to
dream of meeting her, but knows they never
will. But what if she did? What if, by then, the
author feels like a friend? What if, for Sophie,
it feels almost like love? Library Journal gave

Mason’s third novel a star saying it centers “on
an endearingly self-doubting woman, is filled
with wry insights into the backstage world of
book festivals and their famous authors. It is a
special treat for book lovers.”

Meade, Amy Patricia. An A-List for Murder
(Severn House $29.99)

March, 1940, and script supervisor Evelyn Gal-
loway is enjoying being reunited with Alfred
Hitchcock on his new film. Until twenty-three-
year-old Phoebe Dillon, an aspiring actress
hoping to be an extra in the movie, is found
strangled in downtown L.A. Evelyn encoun-
tered Phoebe in the studio just hours before
she died. Did she really have audition jitters as
she claimed, or was she frightened of some-
thing— or someone? When Evelyn learns

that Phoebe attended a birthday party for
film producer Monty Carpenter the previous
weekend, rubbing shoulders with Hollywood'’s
A-list, she quickly makes disturbing discoveries
about some of the guests. It seems that pow-
erful dark forces are at play in the film indus-
try during war—and the reason for Phoebe’s
murder is more shocking than Evelyn could
ever have imagined.

Miller, Madeline. Mestra (HarperCollins $15)
Mestra, daughter of the King of Thessaly, is
granted a unique gift by Poseidon: The ability
to transform herself into any being she can
imagine. Her father, on the other hand, is
cursed. As punishment for disrespecting the
goddess Demeter, he is in possession of an
unnatural, insatiable hunger. Devoted Mestra
suggests using her new gift to help her father.
But if his hunger is bottomless, how much will
he take from her? Soon she must decide: Will
she keep helping her father survive or finally
break free? A brilliant new short story from
the #1 New York Times bestselling author
Madeline Miller—her first new work of fiction
since Circe.
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Morgan, Elizabeth. Meet Cute Magic (Union
Square $18.99)

Bookstore owner Rosie Mayfield wants a love
of her own, but it’s not meant to be—because
of her family’s curse. To break it, she conjures
a ghost who will break her curse, but for a
cost—she has to brew a potion to help him
transition to the other side. The problem?
There’s only one person who hates Rosie in
all of Heartwood Hollow, Jack Haggerty the
ghost’s grandson, and she needs his help to
complete the required task.

Pegau, Cathy. A Deadly Entanglement (St.
Martin’s $30)

Margot Baxter Harriman has just survived her
deadliest scandal as President of B&H Foods,
and now there’s nowhere to go but up. Which
is why she’s organizing a fundraiser for the
crowded, overworked city charity hospital,
where she hopes to do good and give back—-
until a body falls past a second-floor window.
The nurse’s death is quickly ruled a suicide,
but fellow nurse CeeCee Foxmoor, Margot’s
friend and the live-in partner of investigator
Rett Mancini, isn’t so sure: this isn’t the hospi-
tal’s first suspicious death. CeeCee’s concerns
draw both Margot and Rett into an undercov-
er scheme to untangle the threads behind the
deaths everyone else is ready to overlook.

Penrose, Andrea. Murder on Threadneedle
Street (Kensington $27)

Not all that glitters in Regency London is quite
what it seems, as Charlotte and her husband
Lord Wrexford discover when a counterfeiting
scheme draws them into a deadly web of mur-
der and manipulation in the latest captivating,
cleverly plotted addition to Penrose’s Sloane
and Wrexford series that is perfect for fans of
C.S. Harris’ Sebastian St. Cyr mysteries.

Pride, Christine and Piazza, Jo. | Never Knew
You at All (Atria $28)

Simone Hartwell has made trade-offs to build
a life she loves, including giving up her once
promising career as a journalist. But as her
husband, Alex, stands to finally take the reins
of the family business—a chain of high-end
grocery stores his grandfather started—Sim-
one vows to settle contently into her role
supporting him and raising their son Langston.
But when her college ex and first love, Kwame,
resurfaces in her life, her carefully constructed
domestic bliss threatens to crumble under the
weight of old feelings and new dramas.

Riley, Vanessa. Murder in St. James’s Park
(Severn House $29.99)

London, 1807. Lady Abigail Worthing’s mar-
riage of convenience to James Monroe, the
Lord Worthing, is over. But James is out of her
life quicker than Abigail anticipated when she
finds his body in St. James’s Park. Shocked

by her husband’s brutal murder, Abigail is
determined to catch his killer. But when she
discovers that James’s transgressions ran far
deeper and darker than she thought possible,
Abigail questions her own judgment. Did she
make a terrible mistake when solving a past
crime, and does the key to James'’s death lie
in the letters he was writing shortly before his
demise? With her neighbor and good friend
Stapleton Henderson by her side, Abigail
confronts jealousy, resentment, and stunning
betrayal that will shake her to her core.

Roe, Lisa. Big & Lily (HarperCollins $18.99)
For her entire life, Bridget “Big” Ackerman
Petty has struggled to hold everything togeth-
er—her kids, her husband, her demanding
mother, all in dizzying orbit around her. While
the kids are grown and her husband is retired,
every day still feels like a to-do list she can
never quite finish. Why is everything so ef-
fortless and easy for her sister Lily—a woman
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blessed with a magnetic personality, a thriving
business, and a husband who adores her. But
when Lily discovers her husband’s been cheat-
ing, her “perfect” life implodes. Devastated
and overwhelmed, she decides to run as far
away as possible: to Alaska to lose herself on
a hardcore survival trek—and she’s dragged
her reluctant sister Big along. As the sisters
navigate freezing rivers, unmarked trails, and
more than one near-death experience, the
defenses they’ve used to protect themselves
begin to crumble, and they’re forced to face
everything they’ve spent decades avoiding:
resentment, regret, envy, and the terrifying
possibility that the other one’s life might not
be as easy as it looks.

Rollins, Elizabeth Wellington. The Three Grac-
es of Pearl Street (Atria $S30)

In this wise and warm debut novel, an Italian
American grandmother, daughter, and grand-
daughter all named after the Roman myth of
the Three Graces find their lives—and their
secrets—colliding when, after years apart,
they come to live under the same roof.

Seeley, Mengxi. Silk and Sensibility (Shadow
Mountain $29.99)

In this charming retelling of Jane Austen’s
Sense and Sensibility set in Ming-dynasty
China, two sisters with conflicting attitudes on
passion and restraint must choose between
the traditions that bind their hearts and pur-
suing the love that could save them.

Shepherd, Hallie. Call Off the Dark (HarperCol-
lins $30)

Helen and Tyler were soulmates, a couple
with a storybook beginning and an enduring
bond, until Tyler’s sudden murder shattered
her world. Numb with grief and desperate for
escape, Helen impulsively marries Wade—a
near stranger—and goes off-grid with him to
a farmhouse in rural Washington. Trading her

polished Seattle existence for a tradwife life
of canning vegetables and sewing during the
day, she battles insomnia, PTSD, and haunt-
ing memories of Tyler at night...until Wade’s
brother Isaac shows up. The problem: Isaac
died years ago in a farm accident, and Wade
insists they’re now in danger.

Snowe, Jaqueline. Swing and a Kiss (Crooked
Lane $29.99)

When her boyfriend dumps her at her father’s
funeral, Cassidy Calloway does what she does
best—turns her heartbreak into content. To
honor her baseball-loving father—and if she’s
being honest, to piss off her ex—she launch-
es a season-long social media experiment to
attend nine games with nine dates in honor of
her father’s favorite player, number nine, Nate
O’Brien. The Gila Monsters’ star pitcher is on
the verge of his biggest season yet, and he’s
not about to let some influencer-turned-ball-
park-spectacle throw him off his game. But
when the team starts losing and fans start
blaming Cassidy, Nate has bigger problems
than his ERA—because the front office wants
them to fix the narrative by pretending to
date.

Sterling, Isabel. With All My Haunted Heart
(Penguin $20)

Steadily losing clients to the new DIY-magic
shop on the other side of town, Pippa Ains-
ley is getting desperate. Instead of paying the
witch to correct their magical maladies, local
mundanes have been taking their chances
with the cheaper—and unpredictable—crys-
tals and herbal blends. So when Pippa’s best
friend hires her to inspect his newly acquired
bed-and-breakfast for ghosts, she doesn’t
think twice about it. That is, until she learns
that his unfairly attractive co-owner, Elle
Thompson, doesn’t want Pippa to rid their
business of spirits. She wants Pippa to give
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them an edge over the competition by haunt-
ing their B&B.

Sycamore, Rosie. My Violent Muse (Grand
Central $18.99)

Morello is a nobody: a homeless orphan and
starving artist with nothing but impossible
dreams of escaping obscurity. Then Florence
appears—dazzling, dangerous, and offering
Morello a way out, on one chilling condition:
each year, they must hunt and kill one of the
art world’s predatory men. In return, Morel-
lo will inherit a life of privilege and promise.
Together, they transform revenge into twisted
performance art, staging each murder with
meticulous, theatrical flair. But when Morello
falls for Jude, a wealthy art student who of-
fers her a glimpse of a life sans murder, her
carefully curated reality begins to unravel,
and she’s one lie away from losing everything
she’s killed for. With the body count rising and
anonymous threats closing in, Morello must
finally ask herself: Is the cost of vengeance
ever truly paid?

Thomas, Sherry. The Vanished Sister (Penguin
$20)

It’s been three years since Charlotte Holmes
struck a decisive blow against Moriarty’s
operations in Britain, three years of relative
calm and benign developments. In a buoyant
mood, everyone gathers at Lord Ingram’s sea-
side cottage in North Devon for what prom-
ises to be a perfect summer holiday. Until
Mrs. Watson receives an invitation from Mrs.
Carstairs, her long-estranged sister, to attend
a house party nearby. Before Mrs. Carstairs
can bring about the reconciliation she hopes
for with her sister, she disappears without a
trace. The next day a woman is discovered
floating on the waves, her build and coloring
matching those of Mrs. Carstairs. But her hus-
band insists that the corpse fished out of the
Bristol Channel cannot be his wife. So where is

the real Mrs. Carstairs? “Fans of Thomas’ Lady
Sherlock mysteries, including A Ruse of Shad-
ows (2024), will savor the exquisitely plotted
ninth addition to this ingenious series while
simultaneously reveling in the author’s witty
writing, impeccably evoked historical settings,
and flair for crafting intriguing characters with
a welcome depth.” (Booklist)

Tremain, Rose. The Housekeeper (HarperCol-
lins $S30)

This daring and emotional tale of anillicit
affair is narrated by a Mrs. Danowski, known
as Danni, who is hired as housekeeper at
Manderville Hall, Lord Grenville-Whithers’
mansion on the wild coast of Cornwall. A loyal
and lonely woman troubled by childhood
memories of alienation, Danni dreams of
finding love. Those dreams are fulfilled when
Daphne du Maurier arrives at Manderville
Hall for lunch with Grenville-Whithers. But of
course such a love cannot last—and both Dan-
ni and Daphne must deal with the aftermath
of their passion. While Danni struggles to find
a new place in the world, Daphne reconfig-
ures the experience into her most famous
work, Rebecca, with surprising results.

Wang, Bo. The Chinese Lady (HarperCollins
$30)

As rich in detail and emotion as Amy Tan’s The
Joy Luck Club and Lisa See»s Lady Tan’s Circle
of Women, but with an exciting structure that
reinvents the genre, Bo Wang’s gorgeous and
immersive debut historical novel immortal-
izes the life of the first Chinese woman to be
brought to the United States in the 1800s.

Waters, Martha. Spellstruck (Atria $19)

In an alternate version of 1920s London,
vestiges of England’s magical past exist, but
the use of magic has been outlawed, leading
families still with powers to operate illegal
speakeasies for a public still hungry for magic.
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Vesper Holloway runs her family club, where a
dash of spell powder or an enchanted cocktail
can add a little extra intrigue to the evening.
But when a spate of accidents strikes these
establishments, she worries patrons will flee
her family’s business.

Enter Maxwell Ashbridge, a onetime friend of
Vesper’s brother, who has joined the govern-
ment agency tasked with enforcing the ban,
and who has a personal vendetta against the
magical elite. But he does not have a vendet-
ta against Vesper; in fact, he finds her rather
enticing. He promises immunity for her club if
she teams up with him to investigate, which
does little to quell the growing chemistry they
share. As accidents continue and the fight to
repeal the ban gains ground in Parliament,
Vesper and Max will have to decide—is the
magic between them worth fighting for?

Wells, Christine. The Lost Perfumes of Paris
(HarperCollins $18.99)

Elodie Limeaux’s beloved mother, Aurore,
was the most legendary perfumer in France
before World War Il, renowned for the ex-
quisite fragrances she created for the family
company, the House of Limeaux. Now in her
twenties, Elodie longs to join the family busi-
ness. Her father, however, has refused to let
her follow in her late mother’s footsteps and
Elodie has had to fight to become a mere lab
assistant at Limeaux. But Elodie plans to enter
the Essence of Paris contest run by the French
Perfume Institute, hoping that a win will se-
cure investment from Swiss banker Monsieur
Caspari, who is looking to launch a new scent
for women—and possibly to buy the House of
Limeaux. The only problem is that Caspari will
only agree to back Elodie if she collaborates
with his son Marcelo. An elegantly written and
expertly blended mix of historical fiction and
romance that also beautifully celebrates the
art and craft involved in creating perfumes.

Willig, Lauren. What Happens at Nightfall
(HarperCollins $30)

Recently laid off and searching for purpose,
Jess reluctantly joins her best friend on a
supposedly fun nighttime tour of Brooklyn’s
Green-Wood Cemetery. Separated from her
group by accident, she discovers a bunch of
terrified boys and a strange, ancient key. Both
lead to Green-Wood’s surprisingly handsome
resident arborist, Adam Chervinsky. Sparks
fly between Jess and Adam, but something
spooky is going on at Green-Wood. As Jess
and Adam delve deeper into the cemetery’s
haunted history, they uncover a Gilded Age
curse, a ghostly socialite, and a demonic pact
that stretches across generations. Writing with
her usual great wit and warmth, Willig fash-
ions a beguiling tale of love, friendship, and
families not to mention a paean to the joys of
autumn that is filled with plenty of deliciously
spooky supernatural chills and thrills.

Zetterberg, Ally. The Dating Game (Penguin
$30)

Board game designer Tilda Smith has always
believed that life should be played by a set

of rules. So, when it came time for Tilda to
find a new friend and a new romantic in-
terest, she developed her own set of rules.
The only problem is that the people playing
Tilda’s game don’t know they are playing by
her rules. And when it comes to either being
Tilda’s friend or her lover, it is three strikes
and you are permanently out. However, when
a stranger tries to turn the tables on Tilda, all
she will say is “game on.” Readers might not
like Tilda, but just as with Patricia Highsmith’s
Tom Ripley, there is something oddly com-
pelling about her. Pair this with Zetterberg’s
deliciously dry sense of humor, and you have
an irresistibly readable suspense novel with
an addictive edge.
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Nonfiction

Bingham, Charlie. The Ornothologist’s Library
(Ivy Press $40)

The Ornithologist’s Library is a richly
illustrated history of the most influential
works in bird study, from early naturalists to
modern field guides. Exploring landmark texts
by figures such as John James Audubon and
Gilbert White, it reveals how art and literature
have shaped our understanding of avian life
across centuries.

Chapman, Kit. The Age of Alchemy (Greystone
$29.95)

The first chemists were Sri Lankan forgers who
crafted unimaginably strong steel millennia
before it should have been possible. They
were alchemists in Roman Egypt, who de-
signed apparatus still in use today. They were
Stone Age leatherworkers, Tang Dynasty herb-
alists and Mayan stoneworkers. The Enlight-
enment is usually credited with the origins of
chemistry, but in truth, the science blossomed
gradually. As early innovators distilled, smelt-
ed, forged and fermented their way through
the centuries, they blurred science and mys-
ticism in search of answers to life’s greatest
mysteries. Join Kit Chapman on a global quest
to achieve immortality, cure all disease and
transmute lead into gold as he reveals the
illuminating stories of how the alchemists first
broke new ground and shaped the scientific
method.

Chatelain, Marcia. How Bright the Path Grows
(Knopf $35)

There is no shortage of footage immortaliz-
ing the men who spoke at the 1963 March

on Washington for Jobs and Freedom, when
250,000 Americans gathered beneath the

Lincoln Memorial to call for an end to seg-
regation. There were reverends and rabbis,
activists and Rat-Pack icons—and of course
the day’s headliner, whose prophetic dream of
a post-Jim Crow world has forever defined the
Civil Rights Movement. But there is no “class
photo” of the Black women who helped orga-
nize the march, performed on its main stage,
or were honored during its “Tribute to Negro
Women Fighters for Freedom. In How Bright
the Path Grows, Marcia Chatelain weaves

a gleaming group portrait of these singular
women. Among this cohort were several
household names: vaudeville icon Josephine
Baker; civil rights activist Rosa Parks gospel
legend Mahalia Jackson, and Daisy Bates,
champion of the Little Rock Nine. But many
were relative unknowns, including Eva Jessye,
the choir director who designed the day’s
musical program, and Anna Hedgeman, the
coordinator who pushed in the eleventh hour
for a tribute to Black women’s work.

Douglas, lleana.Jungle Red! (Globe Pequot
$34.95)

The year 1939 produced such outstanding film
classics as Gone with the Wind, The Wizard of
Oz, and Wuthering Heights. No less critically
acclaimed that year was The Women. A largely
forgotten masterpiece, The Women is a glam-
orous but stinging satire about women forced
by society to be defined by men. Jungle Red!
The Making of MGM’s The Women restores
this classic to its rightful place in Hollywood
history, and its lasting legacy as a template for
later female-driven projects like Sex and The
City, and The Real Housewives of Beverly Hills.

Hanada, Nanako. The Bookshop Woman (Pen-
guin $29)

Nanako Hanada is a passionate book lover
who manages the Village Vanguard, an icon-
ically eccentric bookstore in Tokyo. But her
story takes a turn with the breakdown of her
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marriage. Spending her nights alone in Tokyo’s
four-hour capsules, she’s finding herself rather
isolated. That’s until Nanako finds the meet-
up site Perfect Strangers. Perfect Strangers
isn’t a dating site—it’s where people meet

for thirty-minute bursts to find friendship or
romance, build a network, or just share ideas.
She sets up her profile promising to recom-
mend people “the book that will change

their life.” In the ensuing year, Nanako meets
hundreds of people, a ragtag range of strang-
ers who happen to believe in the power of a
great book. Soon she discovers that she can
connect with just about anyone, and bustling
Tokyo begins to feel like a welcoming—if a bit
quirky—small town.

Hitchcock, William I. A Shadow Over the
World (Simon Schuster $35)

From the time Mussolini came to power in
1922 to America’s entry into the war in 1941,
Americans engaged in a fraught national de-
bate over the rising threat—and for some, the
lure—of fascism. At the center of this debate
was Roosevelt himself. When he took office

in 1933, Roosevelt was determined to avoid
foreign entanglements that would harm his
ambitious domestic agenda of the New Deal.
But over the course of his first two terms, a
network of journalists, activists, advisers, and
diplomats gradually awakened him to the
global dangers of fascism. Roosevelt’s trans-
formation was part of a larger national reck-
oning with authoritarianism around the world

Idle, Eric. Idle in Provence (Harper $29.99)

In 1971, at the beginning of Monty Python
mania, Eric Idle bought a crumbling ruin in the
hills of Provence. With no electricity, no wa-
ter, no road, and no plan, he set out to trans-
form the neglected stone shack into what he
lovingly calls a shackeau. Idle in Provence is
the story of the transformation of both the
place and the man. Against the sun-drenched

backdrop of southern France, Idle penned
iconic songs and scripts, hosted a revolving
door of eccentric and brilliant friends—
George Harrison, Robin Williams, Paul Simon,
and others—and found a rare kind of peace
far from the madness of showbiz. Equal parts
memoir, travelogue, and comedy master-
class, the book is filled with laugh-out-loud
moments, tender reflections, and the kind of
sharp, self-deprecating wit only Idle can deliv-
er.

Katz, Catherine Grace. Shadow Before the
Flame (Penguin $38)

On the evening of May 6, 1937, the majes-
tic German zeppelin Hindenburg arrived
before cheering crowds in Lakehurst, New
Jersey, when suddenly, a titanic inferno lit
up the sky. Thirty-four seconds later, the
greatest airship ever to take flight was gone,
destroyed in a ferocious blaze and eternal-
ly seared into historical memory. The Hin-
denburg began as a symbol of hope and
progress, a gleaming technological marvel
in the nascent age of aviation. But soon, the
airship of dreams became a propaganda
tool powering the rising Nazi regime. In this
sweeping drama, Katz illustrates the story
of the Hindenburg through the captivating
passengers and crew caught in the grip of
fate: an adventurous heiress, a renowned
vaudeville star, a Chicago industrialist with
German Jewish roots, an esteemed zeppelin
captain, and a young cabin boy on his first
voyage to the United States. Meanwhile, on
the ground, two intrepid journalists’ reporting
on the Hindenburg fundamentally changed
breaking news, paving the way for modern
media.

Meyrick, Candida. Be More Bird (Greystone
$26.95)

Isolated in the British countryside with her
young family during 2020, writer Candida
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Meyrick makes the leap to adopt a twelve-
week-old Harris’s hawk named Sophia Houd-
ini Whitewing—aka Bird. Over the following
months, she trains Bird to soar, hunt, and
dazzle, and as Bird masters the sky, Candida is
swept into a new way of living: one that cen-
ters courage and self-discovery. Through her
time with Bird, Candida finds lessons for her-
self—to experience life fully, to be daring, to
let go, and try new things—as well as lessons
in parenting both Bird and her own children.

Philbrick, Nathaniel. The Rush (Penguin $35)
SIGNED

National Book Award winner and Pulitzer
Prize finalist Nathaniel Philbrick, author of In
the Heart of the Sea and Mayflower, reveals
how California’s Gold Rush forged the modern
United States—and lit the long fuse to civil
war. In The Rush, Nathaniel Philbrick trans-
forms the Gold Rush from a tale of sudden
riches into the origin story of America’s mod-
ern contradictions—capital consolidated at
dizzying speed, democracy in thrall to private
power, xenophobia weaponized in the name
of liberty—and a stubborn belief in the Amer-
ican experiment that refuses to die. This is the
story of a nation tearing at the seams and a
republic tested by its own ideals.

Steinem, Gloria. An Unexpected Life (Random
$30)

In her final memoir, Gloria Steinem offers a
candid, inspiring portrait of her early life and
journey as an activist, while looking ahead to
the next chapters of the fight for equality—a
rare opportunity to learn directly from one of
feminism’s most enduring voices.

Wigglesworth, Robin. A Fabulous Debt (Pen-
guin $35)

Long considered the “boring” corner of fi-
nance, bonds are anything but. They have
funded everything from the Crusades to cli-

mate tech, Netflix series to Al data centers.
They are now bigger than the stock market
and rival even the global banking system in
influence. They are also misunderstood—
treated as mere debt, when in fact their form,
function, and impact are radically different.
In A Fabulous Debt, Robin Wigglesworth—
The Financial Times’ Global Finance Corre-
spondent, and author of the acclaimed Tril-
lions—offers a sweeping, affectionate history
of the bond market. From the dyke-builders
of 17th-century Holland to the trillion-dollar
portfolios of BlackRock, this is a people’s his-
tory of finance: rich in drama, full of colorful
characters, and bursting with insight.
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