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Escape into a Cool Book!

Cozy Corner

Andrews, Donna. Probable Caws (St. Martin’s
$28)

Meg Langslow has finally found time to get
some blacksmithing done when a call from
her dad interrupts her--can she come out to
Ragnar’s right away to help with the horses?
Their friend Ragnar Ragnarsen has agreed

to shelter nearly fifty horses for Hoof and
Hearth, an equine rescue organization that
has lost access to the farm where the horses
have been living. The owner of the farm re-
cently died without leaving a will, and while
his older son Abel would be happy to let the
horses stay, younger brother George wants
to sell to a developer ... and is suspected of
sending a thug to harm the horses as part of
his efforts to evict Hoof and Hearth. When
the thug is found murdered, suspicion falls
on Abel, there is no time for horsing around if
Meg wants to find the real killer.

Barker, Angela. The Dog Park Murders (Harle-
quin $18.99)

Juliette Macintyre has never met a dog she
didn’t love. For one thing, dogs don’t judge,
unlike the human residents of Labrador Falls.
Most locals look at her with suspicion because
her father was once a dirty cop, even though
Juliette is upbeat, helpful, and the best pet
groomer around. She just needs to prove it...
starting with new resident Joel Cunningham,
an enigma wrapped in a checked shirt and a
scowl. Joel runs the Brewed Awakening café,
where the coffee is as smooth as Joel is surly.
He doesn’t serve pumpkin spice, he doesn’t
chitchat, and he claims he doesn>t like dogs.
Yet when Juliette stumbles upon a dead body
in the dog park, strangled with one of her
custom leashes, Joel becomes an unexpected
ally.

Byron, Ellen. All Aboard for Murder (Kensing-
ton $27)

It’s October in California Gold Rush country
and all manner of tricks and treats are hap-
pening in the lead-up to Halloween. October



https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/f9p-FNF8SlqjNbkpNhnB-A
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/44euZQqJnHKhyjnbBR0EKA
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/N72jacmRMGA_cI9F_7IERw

also happens to be the birthday of Angus
Sprockles, the man responsible for the town
being designated a historic landmark, and the
residents are celebrating his memory as well.
His only living descendant, Moses Sprockles,
runs the narrow-gauge railroad—once used to
ferry lumber from the mountains to the saw-
mill, now a tourist attraction. The Sprockles
Railroad is hosting a Halloween-themed fund-
raiser for the Historical Society. But when a
body is found on the tracks, it’s not a Hallow-
een prank. It’s Moses himself, seemingly felled
by a fallen tree branch. Now Dee Stern, owner
of the Golden Motel, finds herself playing am-
ateur sleuth in an effort to find the killer.

Cahoon, Lynn. Eight Enchanting Elixers (Kens-
ington $9.99)

Kitchen witch and caterer Mia is being hassled
by her local coven, which is suddenly ques-
tioning the validity of her witch credentials!
Suspected of cheating on her exam, Mia is
pressured to retake it. When she not only
passes but moves up a level, national coven
rep Suzanne Parker is furious. Parker, a rela-
tive of a witch hanged in Salem, threatens Mia
with a witch’s worst nightmare. When she’s
found dead the very next day, the coven sus-
pects Mia’s kitchen witch’s potions contained
an extra, very lethal ingredient.

Chien, Vivien. And Then There Were Bun (St.
Martin’s $10.99)

With the help of Lana’s parents and close
friends, Megan packs the family restaurant
Ho-Lee Noodle House with a guest list that
includes friends—both old and new—to help
celebrate her best gal Lana’s birthday. But
when one of their guests brings an unsavory
plus one that Lana just happened to date back
in her college days, tensions build between
her old beau and her current boyfriend, De-
tective Adam Trudeau. After a heated ex-
change of words between the two men, the

evening returns to the smooth and enjoyable
party that Megan had originally hoped for. But
relief is short lived when Lana’s ex is found in
the dumpster outside of Asia Village.

Delany, Vicki. Bubble, Bubble, Tea and Trouble
(Kensington $27)

When Cape Cod tearoom owner Lily Rob-

erts finds a group conducting a séance in her
grandmother’s Victorian B&B, she has no idea
the trouble that’s about to be conjured up.
Especially when the medium, who missed the
séance, shows up — dead on the rocks at the
bottom of the cliff. Now, Lily has two jobs:
serving afternoon tea, and solving a murder
before someone else gets sent to the great
beyond.

Duncan, Emmeline. Hysteria at the Historical
Society (Kensington $17.95)

Celebrating spookiness is a year-round affair in
the Halloween-themed town of Elyan Hollow,
Oregon, but Christmas is a close second, and
for Bailey Briggs’ Lazy Bones Bookshop, it’s ex-
tra hectic—especially when holiday festivities
turn fatal. The Elyan Hollow Historical Society
has just received a Historical Preservation
grant to map out the town’s tunnel systems.
Jude, their director, is thrilled. But Graham,
the leader of the competing historical soci-
ety, not so much. When Walter, an attorney
for the competing historical society, turns up
dead, all suspicion falls on Jude leaving Bailey
once again looking for a murderer.

Hall, Traci. Apple Pies and Poisoned Lies at the
Cider Falls Festival (Kensington $18.95)

If you care for the land, the land will care for
you. For generations, that’s been the Smith
family’s motto. Between hayrides, apple pick-
ing, bonfires, and tasty apple treats, their Ci-
der Falls Orchard provides an autumn bounty
that draws locals and tourists alike. And now,
Mcintosh “Macki” Smith—named after an
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apple variety, just like her siblings—is home
too, after a bad breakup. Macki is glad to be
on hand when her parents are sidelined by an
accident, and she’s even been persuaded to
enter the Cider Falls Festival’s prestigious bak-
ing competition with her famous double crust
apple pie. But someone has taken the contest
to deadly serious levels.

Nichols, Jo. Murder on Charity Lane (St. Mar-
tin’s $28)

Months after the shocking murders at Mari-
gold Cottages, eccentric landlady Mrs. B finds
the peace and quiet a little too peaceful.
That’s why she invites her young friend CJ
Moore to move into a now-vacant cottage:

CJ is a suspect in the death of her employer,

a wealthy Santa Barbara philanthropist who
tumbled down the stairs of his mansion during
a dinner party. The dead man’s much-younger
widow claims she saw CJ push him, but Mrs.

B is certain that she’s innocent. Why? Oh, just
a feeling. That’s enough for her to summon
the Marigold Cottages Murder Collective. Lily-
Ann will marshal the facts, Hamilton will dig
around online, Sophie and Nicholas will offer
eyewitness testimony, and everyone will hope
that Ocean keeps Mrs. B out of trouble. Just
as the tenants begin to suspect that Elsa is in
fact the perpetrator, there’s a second murder.
A bloodier one. And with their tight-knit com-
munity in the crosshairs, they must prove her
innocence - or accept her guilt.

Noonan, Roz. Malice in Puzzle Land (Kensing-
ton $27)

Librarian Alice Pepper is excited that the
library is going to host its first-ever speed-puz-
zling competition—until time runs out on a
prominent local woman. Glamorous realtor

to the rich, Babe Kinkaid, is found floating in
her own infinity pool. What police first sus-
pect is an accident or medical crisis turns out
to be a homicide when the autopsy reveals

that Babe has been shot. Babe’s complicated
love life leaves no shortage of suspects, and
Alice faces a ticking clock in this investigation.
There are a lot of moving pieces, and before
she can shake loose a killer, an explosion and
disappearance throw the town into even more
of a tumult. It’s up to Alice to click all the clues
into place before those nearest and dearest to
her become the next victims.

Historical Fiction, Mysteries, Ro-
mance and More

Alexander, Poppy. How to Find Romance in a
Bookshop (HarperCollins $18.99)

After one of her social media posts goes
wrong, Petra, a literary agent, runs away to
look after a seaside bookshop for the sum-
mer—and forms an unlikely friendship with
Ross McCloud, a charming novelist struggling
with his latest idea. Over the summer, their
love of books may be re-ignited, but is that
enough to save them both from their own
worst enemy—themselves? A comfy, cozy
romance with a wonderful Cornish setting and
just a dash of mystery.

Ashley, Jennifer. Murder in Blackfriars (Pen-
guin $20) SIGNED

Kat Holloway’s beau, Daniel McAdam, has
always had a past shrouded in mystery. He
knows nothing about his origins, only that he
was rescued from the streets many years ago.
So when someone claiming to know where
Daniel came from turns up dead moments
before meeting with him, Daniel goes on the
hunt for the killer. It soon becomes clear that
to see justice served, Daniel will have to fig-
ure out who he truly is. When he asks Kat for
her assistance, she readily complies, knowing
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she’ll do whatever she must to protect the
man she’s come to love.

Baker, Matt. A Taste for MurderA Taste for
Murder (Crooked Lane $22.99)

For DCI Joe Mottram, a summer visit to his
in-laws’ idyllic beachside restaurant on the
beautiful Italian island of Capri is meant to of-
fer refuge. After the death of his wife Sofia in
a hit-and-run in London, Joe has taken a sab-
batical, hoping to heal and reconnect with his
teenage daughter, Angelica. But then a British
businesswoman is found dead at the foot of a
notorious cliff, and his in-laws’ plans to teach
Joe how to cook and get him and Angelica
talking again have to be abandoned. A reluc-
tant Joe is forced to swap his recipe books
for a detective’s notebook once more, as he’s
drawn deeper into the case. A terrific debut
that is also the source for an equally enter-
taining new streaming series.

Borman, Tracy. The House of Boleyn (Grove
$28)

As Henry VIl relentlessly pursues Thomas
Boleyn’s daughter Anne to be his queen, her
home at Hever Castle becomes her escape, a
place where her trusted attendants and her
father must advise, protect and support her.
In the beginning, lavish gifts are sent by the
King and the Boleyn family is given ever great-
er prominence at court, their glory shining
over everything and everyone. Until ambition
turns the family on itself, enemies outside the
castle circle closer and danger begins to stalk
the corridors of Hever. And as Henry’s gaze
moves elsewhere when Anne cannot give him
the heir he so desperately seeks, the family
faces a terrible, bloody fate. But as long as
Hever still stands, hope still exists.

Chin, Jeannie. The Cozy Nook Bookshop
(Grand Central $18.99)
Emma Rogers-Li is having her worst chapter

yet. She’s lost her friends, her apartment in
Manhattan, and a jerk of an ex. When a job
opens to run a bookshop in the quirky small
town of Heart’s Hope Crossing, Vermont,
Emma jumps at the chance to start over. For
the first time in years, she feels like she’s
finally calling the shots in her own life ... until
she runs smack into Hunter Hall. According to
town legend, it’s fate—couples who meet (or
collide) at that corner are meant to be. And
while Emma doesn’t believe the town gossips
now convinced she and Hunter are meant for
each other, something about the tall, gruff for-
est ranger sends her completely off-balance.
Falling in love with Heart’s Hope Crossing
might be the best thing to happen to Emma.

Cincotti, Liana. A Summer of Stars (Grand Cen-
tral $18.99)

After a messy breakup, it feels like the entire
world hates tennis superstar Luna Aldridge.
With her reputation ruined and her career

at risk, the only way to repair it is a PR stunt:
fake-dating Hollywood’s golden boy, Kieran
Alexander. There’s just one problem ... Luna
can’t stand him. For Kieran, the feeling is
mutual. He’s about to lead a big-screen love
story, but his dating history is jeopardizing the
film’s success. His team believes the world
needs to see him wildly in love. And who
better than Luna, the person he loathes most?
Soon, Luna and Kieran spend the summer pos-
ing for cameras, sharing red carpets and flying
around the world for the tennis circuit. But
the more they pretend, the more they ques-
tion if they can keep their hearts, and their
careers, together.

De la Rosa, Liana. Mutual Discord (Penguin
$20) SIGNED

No one knows Sofia Mendoza is the brains
behind a popular video series highlighting and
celebrating women in history who’ve been
erased from their own inventions and discov-
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eries. Her family and friends still think she has
a successful corporate job and if they discover
she is supporting herself by creating social
media content, they’d be stunned. Keeping
her online persona a secret is lonely, but when
she sparks a virtual friendship with an anon-
ymous follower—A—first in her comment
section with his insightful perspective, then in
their private video chats, the chemistry be-
tween them ignites. But when her old friend,
Caitlin, arrives for a visit, Sofia’s lies threaten
to unravel. A is Alex Castillo, her best friend’s
boyfriend. Alex doesn’t reveal that he knows
her, and Sofia realizes he may be keeping
secrets, too. With their friendship now in real
life, can they keep their attraction in check?

DeWitt, Tarah. Lost and Found (St. Martins
$19) SIGNED

Bea always wanted to be a mom. But she nev-
er expected she’d have to lose her best friend
to do it. Armed with nothing but her best
friend’s eggs and a bucket list to complete,
Bea’s world is a sea of changes. When she
needs a place to stay, her longtime friend Silas
steps in to help. A firefighter grappling with
the aftermath of an accident, Silas has his own
challenges to work through that have left him
cautious and vulnerable. At first, they expect
nothing. But as these two former sunshines
knit together in a love that has been unful-
filled until now, a new beginning comes out
of the ashes of the past—one that will lead

to a love that can withstand all the slings and
arrows, joys and triumphs, that life can throw.

Dickerson, Melanie. A Mismatch Made in Lon-
don (Baker $18.99)

When Amelia Moore is invited to London for
the social Season, she hopes for a chance at
love--but certainly not with Jeremy Beau-
mont, the Season’s most sought-after bach-
elor. Upon making the acquaintance of his
sister Juliet at her first ball, Amelia becomes

fast friends with her, but Jeremy’s protective
nature leads him to question her motives, and
he accuses Amelia of using his sister to cap-
ture his attention and fortune. Outraged at his
arrogance, Amelia vows never to speak to him
again, which proves a more difficult feat than
she anticipated.

Edwards, Mark. One of the Family (Atria $29)
When Patrick is invited by his girlfriend to join
her and her family on a luxury holiday in a
remote and beautiful part of Scotland, he has
no idea that he is about to be plunged into a
nightmare of a family, sinister behavior...and
a plot to murder the patriarch’s younger fian-
cée.

Escobar, Mario. Library of Forbidden Books
(Thomas Nelson $18.99)

Berlin, 1933. The vibrant cultural heart of Ger-
many is darkening under the shadow of the
Nazi regime. For Helene Nathan, one of the
first female librarians at a prestigious German
library, the books she cherishes are no longer
just sources of knowledge--they are targets.
As the government begins its systematic purge
of literature, compiling lists of “forbidden”
works and orchestrating public book burn-
ings, Helene realizes she cannot stand by as
her world turns to ash. Based on the heroic
true stories of librarians who fought back, Li-
brary of Forbidden Books is a gripping tale of
courage, the profound power of literature

as resistance, and one womanys struggle to
preserve humanity in the face of absolute evil.

Firkins, Jacqueline. Philippa Flynn’s Year of
Panic and Piracy (Lake Union $16.99)

When a sinkhole nearly swallows her whole,
burned-out history professor Philippa Flynn
takes it as a wake-up call. Leaving her care-
fully planned but unfulfilling life behind, she
moves into an old seaside house she inherited
from her grandmother, a bestselling author of
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swashbuckling romances. Philippa expects the
clutter, disrepair, proximity to the family she
deliberately moved away from, and reclusive
writer she’ll be sharing the house with. She
doesn’t expect that writer to also be the cover
model who personified Iris Flynn’s bare-chest-
ed, cavalier-booted pirate king. While navigat-
ing their awkward cohabitation and searching
for creative inspiration, the pair discovers the
outlines for six more novels they could work
on together. But Philippa’s used to facts, Dylan
has writer’s block, and neither can craft a love
scene while real sparks are flying.To write the
story on the page, Philippa will have to em-
brace the one she’s living, even if it means
swapping tenure for treasure maps and plans
for pirate kings. A fabulously fun tale about
second chances and new starts that includes

a bookish plot thread involving a best-selling
author of pirate romances.

Fuller, Kathleen. Autumn at the Cat Cafe
(Thomas Nelson $17.99)

Via Dalton has sworn off men to focus on the
two things she loves most: her quirky cat café,
Pawsitive Vibes, and the charming town of
Pecan Corner, Ohio. But her peaceful world

is shaken when Earl Brewster, the owner of
the beloved Second Chapter Books next door,
passes away. Via is determined to buy the
shop and preserve Earl’s legacy, but her plans
hit a snag in the form of a tall, handsome, and
completely unexpected heir: Leo Brewster.
Desperate to convince Leo the bookstore is
vital to her community, Via challenges Leo

to complete her Autumn Bucket List. As they
navigate corn mazes, pumpkin patches, and
fall festivals, Leo begins to see the magic in
Pecan Corner--and in Via.

Godfrey, S.C. The Enigma Challenge (Penguin
$32)

Zoe Wilder has the unflashy, solitary life of
an academic, studying ciphers in literature

at a California university. When her research
takes her to a cryptology conference in Ma-
drid, she’s not expecting to trigger the Enigma
Challenge, a clandestine puzzle competition
few dare to enter. The Enigma Challenge is an
infamous competition with impossibly high
stakes: Lose, and your identity is wiped forev-
er. It doesn’t take long for Zoe to realize that
she’s in over her head. Enter Dane Seaver:
the mysterious hacker who insists they team
up. Dane knows the Enigma Challenge—its
secrets, its players—and Zoe knows ciphers.
For better or worse, they need each other.
With twelve million dollars and multiple lives
on the line, the Enigma Challenge is anyone’s
game. Will Zoe and Dane come out unscathed
against the other players—and each other?

Greco, Stephen. The Woman Who Had Every-
thing (Kensington $18.95)

A luscious, wildly entertaining biographical
novel about love, ambition, resilience, rein-
vention, and Elizabeth Taylor in Italy during
the summer of 1967 when, on the big-budget
set of Boom!, alongside her husband Richard
Burton, she truly was the woman who had
everything...and needed so much more.

Harmel, Kristin. Meet Me in Paris (Gallery $29)
Inspired by the movie Love, Actually, Harmel
deftly weaves together seven different love
stories all set in the City of Light. Harmel’s

cast of characters include Julia Glover and her
daughter Piper, pop star Jackson Quick, Henry
McGee and his granddaughter Melody, two
American Vietnam war vets Lou and George,
and recently divorced Shelby and her two best
friends. Readers will be instantly transported
to Paris and all its many delights as new ro-
mances blossom, old loves are revived, friend-
ships are forged, and some relationships are
given needed goodbyes. Meet Me in Paris is

a quietly powerful book about choosing hope
even when things might look their bleakest,



https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/Hr2HM-eYOBkN9XmGretiHg
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/Y10lLSQ5wzNmkaqyVVLeZw
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/N72jacmRMGBCAZ3MHTAGnA
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/N72jacmRMGBCAZ3MHTAGnA
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/gQpiPqSJBXg8k3mp2EQMZw

and a wonderfully heartwarming and heart-
felt book that celebrates the resilience of the
human spirit.

Harris, Robert J. Crescendo (Pegasus $27.95)
Hollywood, 1959. When struggling mystery
writer Bobby Burgoyne is hired by Alfred
Hitchcock to work on the script for his new
film Crescendo, he thinks his future success
is assured at last. Instead he is swept into a
swirling mystery of madness and revenge.
Someone, it seems, is willing to kill to keep
the film from being made and Hitch needs
Bobby to find who or what is behind the sab-
otage. With a ruthless killer in pursuit, Bobby
discovers that behind the obscure novel that
Hitch has based his movie on lies a cruel tale
of abduction, amnesia, and murder. To save
his own life as well as Hitch’s career, Bobby
must penetrate the heart of the mystery and
confront a final, shocking revelation.

Hoffman, Alice. The Witches of Cambridge
(Scribner $29)

By the 1950s, Cambridge, Massachusetts feels
far removed from the legendary witch trials
that marked its early days as a colony. Ava,

a bright young woman from a small town in
Maine, arrives for her first year at Radcliffe
College. There, she meets Lauren, her op-
posite in every way—the wild and brazen
daughter of a wealthy and well-established
Cambridge family. But the two have more in
common than they think. Both are recruited
by the Lilith Society, a secret organization of
witches at Radcliffe dating back to colonial
times. As they learn more about their legacy,
Ava and Lauren form a close bond that is put
to the test as they learn to navigate their new
power, friendship, and love.

Johnston, Anna. When Lemons Give You Life
(HarperCollins $30)
Retired Michelin-star chef Griff Barlow has

lost his appetite. He’s done with grief, guilt,
and the beige slop they call food at Sunny
Glen Aged Care Facility, where he resides.

Six decades of life have handed him all the
lemons he can handle, so he breaks into the
nursing home kitchen to bake one last tart as
his final meal. But the act of cooking stirs a
dormant joy, and soon he’s sneaking in after
dark to serve up flavor and comfort to fellow
residents, who come alive with each bite—all
while hiding a lie big enough to destroy the
one thing he has left to protect. Lisa, Griff’s
younger sister and sole visitor, is navigating a
midlife ADHD diagnosis, a new romance, and
unexpected news that could change every-
thing. Despite their fractured relationship, she
keeps showing up, even with hope for recon-
ciliation long buried in the silence between
them. But the truth has a way of boiling over,
and when secrets, soufflés, and second chanc-
es collide, Griff and Lisa may discover a recipe
for forgiveness.

Kang, Minyoung. The Plant Lady (Penguin $28)
Tucked away in the corner of a neighborhood
in Dosan, South Korea, is the Plant Shop.

Shop owner Yoohee has started anew, and

her meticulously grown foliage thrives under
her tender care. To both her customers and
herself, Plant Shop is a refuge, where petunias
and marigolds bloom and the air itself is like
an elixir of peace. By day, Yoohee dispenses
advice on gardening, but she also finds herself
offering a special service off the clock. Women
who are at their wits’ end come to her about
a man they hope might disappear from their
lives. Pulling extra hours is taxing, but Yoohee
has encountered—and dealt with—these kind
of men in her own life, men who treated her
(and her beloved plants) with utter disrespect.
So as night falls, Yoohee trades her apron for

a shovel and a hoe and disappears into her
moonlit garden. There, she buries not just
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the remains of the day, but also the bloody
remnants of a few unfortunate encounters. As
men begin to disappear...will anyone ever sus-
pect the Plant Lady? The New York Times calls
this “a fecund fantasy of feminist revenge.”

Lee, Susan. See You at the Sunset (MIRA
$18.99)

After being terminated from her position at
New York’s Bakerson’s Group, Jia Chung heads
to Palm Springs to stay with her beloved
grandmother, Mimi, while she figures out her
future. Jia discovers that organizing new clubs
and activities for the residents of the Sunset
Hills Senior Living Community is one way to
keep busy and pay back Mimi. Everything is
going splendidly until Henry Shin shows up
to check on his grandfather, Dennis, Sunset
Hills" newest resident. Jia already knows Hen-
ry both as the hot guy she enjoyed an anony-
mous one-night stand with back in New York
the night before she was fired and as one of
the names on the termination papers she
signed before being tossed out of Bakerson’s
Group. Lee’s latest is a heartfelt and humor-
ous take on love, family, and growing old with
grace and gumption.

Letts, Elizabeth. Fallen for France (Random
$32)

Spanning Morocco and France in the shad-
ow of World War |, Fallen for France follows
unforgettable characters that include an
exquisite Arabian mare, a small boy leaving
home, and a young woman in France fighting
to survive, braiding their stories into a sweep-
ing novel of love, war, empire, and the power
of kindness in a world descending into dark-
ness.

Maxwell, Alyssa. Murder at Rosecliff (Kensing-
ton $27)

When a troublemaking party crasher is found
dead in a fountain during Tessie Oelrich’s Bal

Blanc or White Ball, at Rosecliff, her elegant
Newport grand cottage, newspaper editor
Emma Cross Andrews must clear her own
society reporter from suspicion of murder.
Perfect for any reader who wishes that the
marvelous television series The Gilded Age in-
cluded a murder or two in the series storyline.

Moore, Jennifer. A Lady’s Guide to Love and
Pirates (Shadow Mountain $24.99)

Annabelle Bradford, the goddaughter of a
legendary pirate captain Reid Courtney, joins
forces with guarded Captain Hawke to under-
take a perilous rescue mission—one that may
cost them everything, including their hearts.
Think Jane Austen meets The Pirates of the
Caribbean.

Niewierra, Anya. The Camino (Simon and
Schuster $24.99)

Forty-four-year-old chocolatier Lotte Bonnet
has been living happily in South Limburg for
years with her husband Emil, a former refugee
from Bosnia. But when Emil unexpectedly dies
by suicide while walking the Camino de Santi-
ago, or Way of Saint James, Lotte is devastat-
ed.

Shocked and confused, Lotte resolves to fol-
low Emil’s exact path on the Camino one year
later, hoping for answers, or at least insights
into what could have compelled him to take
his own life. Instead, while walking the Cami-
no de Santiago, Lotte learns some shocking
secrets about her husband, who it turns out
was not the man she thought he was. As the
trail grows more treacherous, it becomes clear
to Lotte that someone is following her—some-
one who does not want her to find the an-
swers she’s seeking.

Nicole, Brittanee. Bonfire & Bliss Bookstore
(Penguin $20)

After a very public failed engagement, Penny
Darling would rather cozy up by the fire with
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a book boyfriend than a real one any day. And
as the owner of Bonfire & Bliss Bookstore, she
has her pick. Then Jake “Monty” Montgomery
returns home. Her high school best friend,
now a struggling author with inked forearms
and wicked green eyes. And he needs her
help. His proposal is simple: She’ll teach him
to write the perfect book boyfriend and he’ll
pose as her real boyfriend, keeping Hope
Harbor’s busybodies—and their obsession
with Penny’s love life—at bay. But when their
lessons begin, the line between fiction and
reality grows dangerously thin. As pretend
kisses in the apple orchard turn into searing
ones beneath the autumn moon, Penny be-
gins to wonder if Monty could really love her,
or if she’s destined for another broken heart.

Simon, Nina. My Sister Is Going to Kill Me
(HarperCollins $30) SIGNED

Livand Mandy Chisholm’s yearly sister trip is
a sacred tradition, an attempt to bond as their
lives increasingly diverge. Liv, the ever-practi-
cal older sister, packs the color-coded itinerar-
ies. Mandy, a bedazzled human tumbleweed,
brings the spontaneity. This year, the sisters
take off for a rafting adventure through the
breathtaking depths of the Grand Canyon with
a group of strangers. But beyond the terrors
of whitewater rapids, sibling squabbles, and
rogue reptiles, the ferocious beauty of the
river carries a darker undercurrent, and an
unexpected guest: a murderer in their midst.
Simon, who struck reading gold with her
debut Mother Daughter Murder Night is back
with another delightfully engaging, charac-
ter-driven mystery that makes the most of its
evocative setting.

Nonfiction

Edwards, Catharine. Cicero’s Tongue (St. Mar-
tins $33)

When the Roman statesman Cicero was mur-
dered in 43 BCE, his head was cut off, and his
tongue pierced with pins — a final, brutal act
of revenge against a man whose words had
shaped a generation and made him many en-
emies. Rising from provincial obscurity to the
highest elected office in Rome, Cicero became
the greatest orator of his age, a figure who be-
lieved that speech itself could defend a repub-
lic. Yet Cicero was far more than a master of
rhetoric. His long and turbulent life unfolded
alongside the collapse of the Roman Repubilic,
and often at its very centre. He moved among
Julius Caesar and Pompey the Great, crushed
a conspiracy that threatened the foundations
of Rome, and cast himself as the republic’s last
hope. In this gripping new biography, the dis-
tinguished classicist Catharine Edwards brings
Cicero vividly to life, revealing both the bril-
liance and the contradictions of a man caught
between principle and ambition.

Jezer-Morton, Kathryn. The Story of Your Life
(Penguin $30)

Over the past two decades, platforms like
Instagram, Facebook, and TikTok have rev-
olutionized how we document and share

our lives. We once archived our experiences
in photo albums, and now we capture our
most significant moments in reels and photo
dumps. Whether we prefer to admit it or not,
social media is where our history lives now.
In The Story of Your Life, journalist and New
York magazine columnist Kathryn Jezer-Mor-
ton examines how these algorithm-driven
platforms not only change the way we share
information but also shape the content itself.
What stories do we choose to tell, and how do
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these choices reflect and shape our evolving
identities?



