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OUR AUGUST EVENTS CALENDAR
Store Hours

M-F 10 AM-7 PM Sat 10 AM-6 PM Sun 12-5 PM
Note: The events marked “Live” offer Signed books. The virtual events do so when noted

Watch these virtual events on Facebook Live or on our YouTube channel and any time thereafter  
at a time that suits you. You don’t have to belong to Facebook to click in.  

You also can listen to our Podcasts on Google Music, iTunes, Spotify, and other popular podcast sites.

SATURDAY AUGUST 1 1:00 PM Live Event 
Kristin Harmel discusses Meet Me in Paris (Gallery Books $29) 
Several lives and love stories converge in contemporary Paris 
Our August Notable New Fiction Club Pick
MONDAY AUGUST 3 3:00 PM Virtual Book Launch 
Gregg Hurwitz is our host 
Lisa Gardner discusses You’ll Be Sorry (Grand Central $30) 
Signed books available 
“In a small town, a new couple is restoring an abandoned estate 
where a family of six mysteriously disappeared decades ago. 
They find a body in an abandoned well, witches, pirate treasure, 
and a police chief who is desperate to solve this cold case. This is 
a book readers won’t be able to put down.” 
The winner of the $5 colonial currency note from 1779 hidden in 
one book is William from Phoenix
MONDAY AUGUST 3 6:30 PM Virtual Event 
Our hosts are JT Ellison and Ashley Winstead 
Lauren Nossett discusses Indie Darling (Flatiron $28.99) 
Here is an edgy, fun mystery set in Nashville, where a Dolly Par-
ton–loving private detective is drawn into the disappearance of an 
enigmatic pop star 
Watch their great conversation about writers and writing and 
process on YouTube or Facebook. 
Signed books available
TUESDAY AUGUST 4 1:00 PM Virtual Book Launch 
Catherine Ryan Howard discusses Buyer Beware (Simon & 
Schuster $28) 
The Irish author pens a devilish domestic thriller in the suburbs 
of Dublin	
TUESDAY AUGUST 4 5:00 PM Virtual Book Launch 
Rhys Bowen discusses The Castle in the Glen (Lake Union 
$28.99 or $16.99 pbk) 
Her Scottish mystery, a dual time track story where events on 
1904 Isle of Skye are told mostly through a 1965 revered bestsell-
er’s unfinished manuscript 
Signed copies available

WEDNESDAY AUGUST 5 4:00 PM Virtual Event 
Patrick is our host 
George Pelecanos discusses The Blue Flame (Grand Central 
$29) 
Our August Hardboiled Club Pick with Washington DC PI 
Derek Strange
WEDNESDAY AUGUST 5 SOLD OUT 
TICKET HOLDERS: NEW LOCATION: 
St. Barnabas Episcopal Church,  6715 N Mockingbird Ln, 
Paradise Valley, AZ 85253  
Loads of free parking. Enter into the main church building 
Doors open 6:00 PM 
There is no streaming for this event 
We may have a few Signed copies left of Riley Sager’s Unknown 
Deluxe Edition (Dutton $32)
THURSDAY AUGUST 6 5:00 PM Virtual Event 
Julie Carrick Dalton discusses The Forest Becomes Her (St 
Martins $29) 
A somewhat supernatural forest-bathed mystery where three 
generations of women battle its destruction, set around Concord, 
Massachusetts 
Signed books available
THURSDAY AUGUST 6 6:15 PM Virtual Event 
Chris Bohjalian discusses The Amateur (Knopf $30) 
Our August Crime Club Pick 
Bonus: The first 100 preorders get a special Mira Winston -- 
she’s the focal character in this fabulous book -- golf scorecard 
where each of the 18 holes is titled for a chapter in the book. 
Plus a pencil. And the same 100 buyers will be put into a random 
drawing for a “Amateur” navy blue golf cap. Many thanks to 
Chris for these 
Signed books available

Note that we have opened a YouTube channel just for John Charles’ many author interviews, most of which do not appear in our 
regular calendar but are supplemental and varied. Watch at your leisure.

http://www.facebook.com/thepoisonedpenbookstore/live
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTbRuLNmD8EhT4WrGGMVW-w
https://poisonedpen.podbean.com/
https://play.google.com/music/listen?u=0#/ps/Ipbxmcq7cmuxwh4tmrtkz2n7r4y
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/poisoned-pen-podcast/id1470872504
https://open.spotify.com/show/2DcVsXZSSKfIdUsLgxCoY6
http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9781668092538
http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9781538765142
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/f9p-FNF8SlrdeOYuCZUf5g
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/gQpiPqSJBXgGINfGOba9ZQ
https://store.poisonedpen.com/browse/filter/t/the%20castle%20in%20the%20glen/k/keyword
http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9781538779101
http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9798217044092
http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9798217044092
http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9781250889751
http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9780385551298
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLPrYgWDhBBEahpr40G3u6eAe6mNBbxhF3
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SATURDAY AUGUST 8 4:00 PM Live Event 
Beth and Boyd Morrison discuss Duel of Beasts (Bloomsbury 
$29) 
Savage beasts, fabulous treasures, perilous duels, and deadly 
treachery abound in this thrilling adventure novel set in 1352 
Malaga, Spain, the 4th Cussler-style adventure for knight errant 
Gerard Fox and his wife Willa
SATURDAY AUGUST 8 6:00 PM Live EVENT 
The Horror Club discusses Shirley Jackson’s We Have Always 
Lived in the Castle ($18.99)
TUESDAY AUGUST 11 5:00 PM Virtual Event 
Michael Koryta is our host 
WH Chizmar discusses Them (Gallery $28) 
Chizmar’s solo debut after writing one Horror with father Rich-
ard 
Signed books available 
Bonus: Koryta joins us September 24 and offers a free Kindle 
ebook of his fabulous Departure 37 (written as Scott Carson) 
with each preordered copy of historical thriller Die Famous 
(Little Brown $30)
THURSDAY AUGUST 13 7:00 PM Live Ticketed Event 
Olivie Blake discusses Dreamland (Tor $29.99) and Clara & The 
Devil Volume 1 (Tor $19.99) illustrated by Little Chmura   
Tickets: $35 + one copy of Dreamland 
Location: The Poisoned Pen
SATURDAY AUGUST 15 10:30 AM Live and Virtual 
Croak & Dagger discusses AE Goldin’s Murder in Constanti-
nople ($18.95)
SATURDAY AUGUST 15 2:00 PM Live Event 
THIS IS BOOKSTORE ROMANCE DAY 
Expect Romance giveaways all day 
We will award one Gift Certificate worth $60 selected at ran-
dom from those who shop at the bookstore during the day. 
Kemper Donovan discusses Sweet Spot (Kensington $27) 
A Ghostwriter Mystery from the host of the All About Agatha 
podcast 
It has Arizona scenes in what is a bit more than a true cozy
MONDAY AUGUST 17 5:00 PM Virtual Event 
Kevin Wade discusses One Good Eye (Celadon $28.99) 
Jeep Mullane #2 after his Edgar nominated debut and 2025 First 
Mystery Club Pick Johnny Careless ($17.99) 
Signed books available
MONDAY AUGUST 17 7:00 PM Live Ticketed Event 
Susan Lee with Christina Lauren 
Lee discusses See You at the Sunset (Mira Books $18.99) 
Tickets: $25 + one copy of Lee’s book 
Lauren’s new Romance is The Romance Revival (Gallery Books 
$29). She will sign two copies per customer if purchased at the 
event
TUESDAY AUGUST 18 7:00 PM Live Event 
William Kent Krueger discusses God’s Country (Atria $28) 
Cork O’Connor #22 takes him into the beautiful Boundary Waters 
where at least one bad actor has no boundaries

WEDNESDAY AUGUST 19 7:00 PM Live Event 
Britain’s Natasha Pulley discusses The Salt King (Bloomsbury 
$29.99) 
Expect a multi-genre marvel, a concoction that’s equal parts ad-
venture tale, tender-hearted romance, and apocalyptic vision. 
THURSDAY AUGUST 20 5:00 PM Virtual Event 
Brazil’s bestseller Raphael Montes discusses The Secret Dinner 
(Celadon Books $27.99) 
This is a darkly funny book, verging into Horror 
Signed books available
THURSDAY AUGUST 20 7:00 PM Live Event 
Whitney Clark is our host 
Liv Constantine discusses Promise Me Never (Random House 
$31) 
The author of The Next Mrs. Parrish spins a twisty domestic 
thriller about a woman who becomes embroiled in the mystery of 
her husband’s deceased first wife
FRIDAY AUGUST 21 7:00 PM Live and Virtual Event in our 
Annex 
SciFi Friday discusses Emily Tesh’s The Incandescent ($18.99)
FRIDAY AUGUST 21 7:00 PM Live Ticketed Event 
Tara DeWitt is our host 
Liana de la Rosa discusses Mutual Discord (Berkley $20) 
Tickets: $22 + one copy of her book 
Location: The Poisoned Pen 
DeWitt will sign her August romance Lost and Found (St Martins 
$19)
SATURDAY AUGUST 22 11:00 AM Live Event 
The Cookbook Club discusses Alison Romans’ Something from 
Nothing ($37.99) 
You are encouraged to bring a recipe from the book to share
MONDAY AUGUST 24 4:00 PM Virtual Book Launch 
Harlan Coben discusses Plot Twist (Grand Central $32) 
 “For aspiring writers, Harlan’s advice, stories, and anecdotes 
are wise, proven, and valuable. For published authors, his book 
evokes memories of what it was like back then. It’s a romp, a riot, 
and a joy to read.” —John Grisham 
A memoir and his writing process and insights rolled into one 
Bonus: Preorder now and be entered into a Grand Prize drawing: 
Leather legal pad portfolio (value $100) and large Featherlight 
Backpack (value $118)
MONDAY AUGUST 24 6:00 PM Virtual Book Launch 
Will Thomas discusses For Services Rendered (St Martins $29) 
Victorian sleuths Barker and Llewellyn are on a case involving 
China and Dr. Sun Yat Sen in London in a manner not unlike 
Holmes and Watson
THURSDAY AUGUST 24 7:00 PM Live Event 
Hardboiled Crime Club discusses Raoul Whitfield’s Green Ice 
($12.99)
TUESDAY AUGUST 25 7:00 PM Live Event 
British bestseller Tim Sullivan discusses The Tailor: A DS 
George Cross Mystery (Grove $27) and the entire series includ-
ing our September British Crime Club Pick The Bookseller 
(Grove $27), #7 in the Cross Series and hugely reminiscent of the 
bibliomysteries of the late John Dunning

https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/4zBVh-auNkcngqb61QP24g
https://email.onetotem.com/email_marketing_click.html?x=a62e&co=GS&lc=PHc&mc=M&s=DjE&u=W&z=kNt0hge&
https://email.onetotem.com/email_marketing_click.html?x=a62e&co=GS&lc=PHc&mc=M&s=DjE&u=W&z=kNt0hge&
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/DFe05H_njq7U9Yz1wn1O8w
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/2-gUryvjjJ943l6FFhZSmw
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/SyGXNAEMKjW_2UAhBziyqw
http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9781250368935
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/MWp_c1qAP1zB0go-2qJJXw
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/MWp_c1qAP1zB0go-2qJJXw
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/SyGXNAEMKjW_2UAhBziyqw
https://email.onetotem.com/email_marketing_click.html?x=a62e&co=GS&lc=PHt&mc=M&s=DjE&u=W&z=kz8Kj1&
https://email.onetotem.com/email_marketing_click.html?x=a62e&co=GS&lc=PHt&mc=M&s=DjE&u=W&z=kz8Kj1&
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/N72jacmRMGCoMbF6zZw5xw
http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9781250409744
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/MWp_c1qAP1ygL_P4XOoGMA
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/44euZQqJnHIWoT04ixJgpQ
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/SyGXNAEMKjVypwCgPRzBmQ
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/gQpiPqSJBXiCk7Olv6QufQ
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/DFe05H_njq6J_n6SNNZkzQ
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/H4Xn4e03TBmWaRWqj8swiw
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/f9p-FNF8Slq-s7N4TfTqEQ
http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9780593875230
https://email.onetotem.com/email_marketing_click.html?x=a62e&co=GS&lc=PH9&mc=M&s=DjE&u=W&z=kTGZ6wB&
http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9798217188307
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/SyGXNAEMKjWIf6MIqSfI_w
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/MWp_c1qAP1xSthZ1OXD3MQ
https://email.onetotem.com/email_marketing_click.html?x=a62e&co=GS&lc=PHW&mc=M&s=DjE&u=W&z=kzfwCAn&
https://email.onetotem.com/email_marketing_click.html?x=a62e&co=GS&lc=PHW&mc=M&s=DjE&u=W&z=kzfwCAn&
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/1iqMaW6srnNOfu2FJewWdg
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/YKiYC4xvYxtxNlMqhOfjc45cgU?domain=leatherology.com
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/qIBJC5yw1yf1m652uOh5ckbutB?domain=awaytravel.com
http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9781250343659
https://email.onetotem.com/email_marketing_click.html?x=a62e&co=GS&lc=PHU&mc=M&s=DjE&u=W&z=kzQYVON&
http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9780802167149
http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9780802167149
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/wLu_br6H3tU_qkHY3AkjbQ
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Abbott, Jeff. January and July (Blackstone $29.99). It took awhile 
to set up Signed copies by our longtime friend Abbott, and here 
it is, a spy thriller/ A disgraced intel officer anxious to redeem 
herself after a disastrous mission, January Holte vows to uncover 
the identity of a traitor who is selling her agency’s secrets. The 
few clues she’s found have led her to a sleepy river town: Lethey, 
Texas—and to Bill Connors, the one man who might know the 
truth. July Whitlock, a rookie bodyguard, searches for his one 
and only client, who has suddenly disappeared. He follows a trail 
to Lethey to find his missing protectee—Bill Connors. But Bill’s 

friends and enemies in Lethey have secrets of their own. “Count 
on Jeff Abbott to bring the twists. From Paris to Washington, 
DC, to the wilds of Texas, where a quiet town turns into a hall of 
funhouse mirrors with fresh, compelling heroes in January Holte 
and July Whitlock, plus a cast of deliciously two-faced towns-
folk.”—Meg Gardiner 
\ Ashley, Jennifer. Murder in Blackfriars (Berkley $19). In this 
new Victorian Below Stairs Mystery, clever cook and amateur 
sleuth Kat Holloway’s beau, Daniel McAdam, will have to learn 
his own origin story. All he knows is that he was rescued from 

SIGNED BOOKS FOR AUGUST 
A note here: All of our Signed Hardcover books are first printings 

SUBSCRIPTION CLUB PICKS FOR AUGUST
July started a new membership six-months cycle. Cozy Crimes and Historical Paperback get a free reading copy of a 

forthcoming book. Other clubs get a credit. 
We select a book and charge it to you. Free shipping to US Customers. 

It’s a Book in a Box treat each month. We do ask that you sign up for a minimum of 3 months.  
To join, gift, or request information please email sales@poisonedpen.com

British Crime Club One Unsigned hardcover or paperback per 
month  
Lanchester, John. Look What You Made Me Do 
Cozy Crimes Club One Unsigned hardcover or paperback per 
month  
To be announced 
Crime Collectors Club Book of the Month Club One Signed 
First Printing per month  
Bohjalian, Chris. The Amateur 
First Mystery Club One Signed First Printing per month  
Vazquez, VA. The Death Row Club  

Hardboiled/Noir Club One Signed or unsigned hardcover or 
paperback per month  
Pelecanos, George. The Blue Flame  
Historical Fiction Club One First Printing per month   
Westbury, Kate. The Oxford Guide to Scandal and Lies 
Historical Fiction Paperback Club One Unsigned paperback 
per month  
David, Arvind Ethan. The Great Game 
Notable New Fiction Club One Signed First Printing per month  
Harmel, Kristin. Meet Me in Paris 
Romance and Relationships Club One unsigned hardcover or 
paperback per month  
Lee, Susan. See You at the Sunset

WEDNESDAY AUGUST  26 5:00 PM Virtual Event 
Canadian Linwood Barclay discusses Not a Word (Harper $30) 
 Newly unemployed journalist Reece Chartwell returns to his 
family home outside of Toronto to find two dead bodies in his 
parents’ bedroom:
WEDNESDAY AUGUST 26 7:00 PM Live Event 
Editor Keith Kahla is our host 
Jennifer Hillier discusses Heart of Glass (St Martins $29) 
And they will discuss how an author works with an editor and the 
effect on both careers 
Bonus: Our copies each come with a booklet of Herrera short 
stories titled Welcome to Seaside
THURSDAY AUGUST 27 7:00 PM Live Event 
Host: Her publisher Gracie Doyle 
Tess Gerritsen discusses The Shadow Friends (Thomas & Mer-
cer $28.99) 
“I love these spies who come out of retirement when an assassin 
strikes in their small town of Purity, Maine. Could spies be any 
more fun? Travel, tension, and twists—great entertainment!” —
Shari Lapena

MONDAY AUGUST 31 7:00 PM Live Book Launch 
Jack Stewart discusses Tom Clancy Pressure Depth (Penguin 
$32) 
A Jack Ryan, Jr., mission that begins on and off the coast of 
Guam and involves submarines. Great reviews already in,
TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 1 1:00 PM Virtual Book Launch 
Britain’s Jance Hallett discusses The Silent Appeal (Atria $30) 
Signed UK Edition: The Silent Appeal (Viper $46) 
This is a follow up to her bestselling debut novel The Appeal 
($20), featuring the Fairway Players as they put on Agatha Chris-
tie’s play The Hollow and find themselves embroiled in murder, 
blackmail, and betrayal once again.
TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 1 7:00 PM Live Book Launch 
James R. Benn discusses The Ninth Circle (Soho $29.95) 
Billy Boyle is sent to solve a murder and submarine espionage in 
Cuba where he runs into Ian Fleming and the Duke and Duchess 
of Windsor among others 

https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/MxFgDD8sKso0luXvyvCUoA
http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9798217187058
mailto:sales@poisonedpen.com
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/GFQL6zLHMTP2FKPFxfp8Ww
http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9780385551298
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/DFe05H_njq5dPGqri8QVmw
http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9781538779101
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/f9p-FNF8Sloz8SGUkWfCfg
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/NOOZpsDSEgvKpuARgFdinQ
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/gQpiPqSJBXg8k3mp2EQMZw
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/44euZQqJnHIWoT04ixJgpQ
http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9780063276383
http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9781250763181
http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9781662533419
http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9798217183166
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/gQpiPqSJBXg0G27EEQDbMw
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/Rc_a49W8Qkehn23T68qvmA
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/rPCoGQ_-yAWot_e7MEQdDQ
http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9781641297486
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the streets many years ago. So when someone claiming to know 
where Daniel came from turns up dead moments before meeting 
with him, Daniel goes on the hunt for the killer. This is a very 
good series for fans of the late Anne Perry although its focus 
may be more on the lower classes than the Upper. “Well-drawn 
supporting characters and logistical details of running a prosper-
ous household complement the intricate plot. Downton Abbey 
fans will be delighted.”—Publishers Weekly. “Jennifer Ashley’s 
ability to bring the food, events, and attitudes of the Victorian era 
to a compelling mystery will leave you spellbound and literally 
hungry for more.” —Historical Novel Society 
Benn, James R. The Ninth Circle (Soho $29.95). We have been 
fans, and selling Signed copies, of the Billy Boyle World II 
series since the very first one in 2013. And here we are now up 
to January, 1945, and a mission for the Army Captain in a new 
war theater: Cuba. Cuba declared war on Germany almost in 
sync with the US and has witnessed much activity in the Atlantic. 
While Billy and his bagman Lt. Piotr Kazimierz, actually a 
Polish count serving the Allies, hope for a rum-fueled holiday in 
Havana, they are immediately thrust into the murder of a Navy 
Intelligence officer. The pace picks up when the Cuban taxi driver 
providing info is also killed. What did Hector Diaz know? To find 
out our men in Havana team up with the British Legation which 
connects them to Lt. Commander Ian Fleming. Joint inquiry leads 
further to US gangster Meyer Lansky who has been and will 
be helping the war effort. But what top secret action is at stake 
here? On they go in a crazy caper involving irregular warfare by 
Hemingway’s anti-fascist “Crook Factory”… and  the Duke and 
Duchess of Windsor on post in the Bahamas.  
	 All the Billy Boyles are in print and we recommend you 
order and read them in order after you dive into this one if you 
are new to the series. Each one takes you to a new destination 
and new allies and enemies. It’s brilliant history as well as well 
plotted mystery. 
Blake, Olivie. Dreamland (Tor $29.99). Our copies come in a 
beautiful hardcover edition featuring sprayed edges, a designed 
case stamp, and fully illustrated color endpapers. 
	 “Anya’s an ambitious actress looking for her big break 
in L.A. At a Hollywood party, she catches the eye of famed 
Emmanuelle de Witt, who hires her as a personal assistant 
and invites her to the de Witt Villa. Anya quickly realizes the 
family’s image hides something sinister. As Anya gets involved 
in the family drama, the question becomes whether or not she’ll 
be able to survive it. 
	 Here is “a sweat-slick Hollywood fable about fame, 
fortune, and the sins we’d commit for either. A gory, gothic mas-
terpiece.”—Alix E Harrow. Horror legend Chuck Tingle adds, 
“Dreamland is an intoxicating, Hollywood gothic that washes 
over you like a sweeping Pacific sunset. Haunting, revelatory, and 
directly tapped into a beauty that only great art can reach. Olivie 
Blake is a master of weaving something deeply personal from the 
cosmically grand.” 
	 Additionally Blake presents Clara and the Devil (Tor 
$19.99), a tense and seductive first volume with graphic artist 
Little Chmura. Clara and her boyfriend of seven years plan to 
stay in town after they graduate from college; they’ll finally have 
sex, and everything will be perfect. She even has a full-time posi-
tion lined up at the public library. When the devil comes in for a 
library card, she knows better than to get involved with him. But 

as the devil focuses his charms on Clara’s very attractive neigh-
bor and best friend, Jonah, Clara grows concerned. How can she 
protect Jonah when she fears she wants the same things for her-
self? Chmura’s art is beautiful and dark, a perfect fit for Blake’s 
story. Chmura works in ink-wash blues and grays, with vibrant 
pops of watercolor in the foreground 
Bohjalian, Chris. The Amateur (Knopf $30) is “a legal thriller 
about a young woman who makes endless wrong decisions, 
unlike anything he’s delivered to readers before.” BONUS: The 
first 100 preorders get a special Mira Winston—she’s the focal 
character in this fabulous book—golf scorecard where each of the 
18 holes is titled for a chapter in the book. Plus a pencil. And the 
same 100 buyers will be put into a random drawing for an “Ama-
teur” navy blue golf cap. Many thanks to Chris for these. 
	 Here is a Starred Review with which I concur, making 
this novel our August Crime Collectors Pick: “In August 1978, 
fiery 18-year-old LPGA hopeful Mira Winston is driving balls 
into the Tallmadge Country Club’s practice net when a shot blasts 
through the mesh and kills 17-year-old caddy Kenneth Foster. 
Mira’s mother urges her to focus on her impending start at Yale, 
where she’ll almost certainly make the golf team; a distraught 
Mira, however, wants nothing more to do with golf or, by associ-
ation, college. Mira becomes convinced Kenny’s death is karmic 
punishment for her multiyear affair with a married 40-something 
man—particularly after Kenny’s father discovers the relationship 
and tells Mira’s parents. But when Mira’s temper and alleged 
moral turpitude make her a suspect in the discovery that the prac-
tice was sabotaged, she fears she has only begun to pay.” I add 
that from here Bohjalian tees up his usual dazzling twists. “Styled 
as an unflinchingly candid memoir written by Mira decades after 
the fact, Bohjalian’s latest dazzles as it devastates. Plentiful fore-
shadowing ramps up tension and keeps the momentum high while 
Mira turns over weighty subjects—sexual abuse, post-traumatic 
stress, familial dysfunction—with grace and wry humor. It’s a 
masterpiece.” And a great crime novel. 
	 We have three Signed First Prints of his earlier books: 
Light in the Ruins Signed (Knopf $40);  Lioness Signed (Double-
day $30); Princess of Las Vegas Signed (Knopf $29).
Bowen, Rhys. The Castle in the Glen (Lake Union $28.99 or 
$16.99 pbk). A book within a book is always fun to read. Here 
Rhys writes a tricky mystery toggling between 1965 London and 
1904 Isle of Skye world-famous author Iris Blackburn (think 
Agatha Christie in many respects), teetering into dementia, hires 
a ghostwriter with one well reviewed novel under her belt to 
complete the final novel in Iris’ best known and long-running 
detective series. Yes, you could think Poirot and Curtain, his last 
case. But no! 
	 Rhys also draws upon a period of her life spent in 
Australia where young novelist Emma Callander grew up before 
coming to London to pursue a writer’s career. To her surprise the 
rich and famed Iris Blackburn offers Emma a chance to com-
plete Iris’s final book, one that presents her Inspector Melrose 
as a young copper in Scotland. Emma has not been taken by the 
spare and somewhat dark tone of the Melrose mysteries, but Iris 
proposes his final case will be different, that it will take Melrose 
working in 1904 Glasgow to the Isle of Skye to solve drownings 
and a disappearance and a murder among the island’s gentry. To 
complete the novel Iris had begun, and to find an complete the 
story, Emma will have to travel to Skye. We learn about the 1904 
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case and young Melrose as Emma reads the pages Iris has writ-
ten. She harbors doubts about whether she can do the story jus-
tice, whether it will enhance or torpedo her own career, whether 
she even wants to go to Skye. But she does and there she digs in 
and learns.... Presenting the past through the pages of a book in 
progress is one way to write a dual time track story. And I recom-
mend perusing a map of Skye before you get to reading to fix its 
geography in your mind.  
\ Chibnall, Chris. The Parkwood Murders (Michael Joseph $40). 
Broadchurch creator Chibnall scored big with his debut Death at 
the White Hart ($20), a 2025 British Crime Club Pick. This new 
book publishes in the US in December, but we have a limited 
number of Signed copies just in from London. 
	 Parkwood Holiday Village is a serene haven: idyllic 
woodland, a sparkling lake, customer service on tap around the 
clock.  It’s the kind of place families return to year after year. 
But for Detective Nicola Bridge, it’s a crime scene.  Early one 
morning, a body is found floating in the park’s pool. Already 
stretched by troubles at home, Nicola faces a resort full of 
suspects, but seemingly no witnesses. Guests and staff alike are 
hiding secrets: a husband with an alibi that doesn’t track, a high 
ropes instructor with unexplained fresh scars, a new manager 
with a secret past. With hundreds of restless guests and staff on 
site, Nicola knows the clock is ticking to catch a killer…. 
Chizmar, WH. Them (Gallery $28). This is William’s debut as a 
solo Horror writer. It’s drawn praise from big guns in apocalyp-
tic Horror: “Man oh man, this is one of the best debuts l’ve ever 
read…reads like a volume taken from the apex of a seasoned 
novelist…The book’s dual narratives roll out with absolute 
confidence in pacing, in mood, in voice. The grip Chizmar has 
on the story is hermetic... [Chizmar is] standing at the threshold 
of a very exciting career.” —Josh Malerman. Our host Michael 
Koryta calls it “A dynamite blast entry into the dystopian canon 
that you won’t want to miss. Chizmar carries a keen, educated 
awareness of the voices that shape his world while delivering an 
original, compelling—and yes, spooky as hell—tale….” 
	 A top-secret government project hits upon a revolution-
ary idea for transporting matter across the vast reaches of the 
universe, and it succeeds in bringing something back. Something 
alive. Soon, mankind’s reign comes to an abrupt halt when a 
truck hauling a very special shipping container overturns and 
rolls off the highway, unleashing an otherworldly horror upon an 
unsuspecting New England countryside, where it cannot be con-
tained… Several years later, an unidentified man emerges from 
the rubble of humanity, seeking other survivors and a shred of 
hope amid an eerie and lonely landscape. He travels by night up 
the rural East Coast, discovering Americana ruins and encounter-
ing monsters the likes of which no one has survived. Scarred and 
molded by the cruel horrors of this new natural order, he must 
face where maybe everyone has become monsters. 
Coben, Harlan. Plot Twist (Grand Central $32). “For aspiring 
writers, Harlan’s advice, stories, and anecdotes are wise, proven, 
and valuable. For published authors, his book evokes memories 
of what it was like back then. It’s a romp, a riot, and a joy to 
read.” —John Grisham 
	 This delightful book is a combination of memoir and a 
dive into Harlan’s writing process. Harlan is refreshingly candid 
about himself, his life, his craft, New Jersey, his TV career, 
balding Jews from NJ reunions. You don’t want to miss this. 

As an incentive we offer you an exclusive Bonus in addition to 
copies he signs for us: A branded bookmark featuring a line from 
the book. A 40% discount for Harlan Coben’s “Writing Thrillers” 
BBC Maestro which is a subscription based streaming platform 
that provides pre recorded lessons on writing from a wide variety 
of authors.  And all US customer orders processed by September 
1 will be put into a drawing for one Grand Prize: Leather legal 
pad portfolio (value $100) and large Featherlight Backpack 
(value $118).
Constantine, Liv. Promise Me Never (Random House $31). The 
author of The Last Mrs. Parrish ($18.99) brings more domestic 
suspense to you. 
	 Aspiring writer Savannah’s scheme to meet superstar 
horror novelist Bennett Bryson turns out better than she ever 
imagined: not only does her charming and handsome literary 
idol offer to read her work, he is instantly smitten with her. After 
a whirlwind romance, Savannah says “yes” to marriage, and 
the two settle into Bennett’s secluded upstate home. But just as 
Savannah thinks she has it made, cracks appear in her perfect 
new life. Bennett’s behavior becomes dark and controlling: he 
criticizes Savannah’s writing, dictates her permitted activities, 
and spends most of his time locked in his office, forbidding her 
from entering. And everywhere, Savannah cannot escape the 
shadow of Bennett’s first wife, the free-spirited and passionate 
artist Poppy, who died in a tragic accident, but who seems still 
to be Savannah’s rival for Bennett’s affection. Then comes an 
enigmatic warning: Bennett is not who he seems. The women that 
came before Savannah have disappeared. And Savannah could be 
next. Who is the man she married—and the woman he married 
first? 
Dalton, Julie Carrick. The Forest Becomes Her (St Martins $29) 
is the second novel we  host from Dalton—the first was for 2021 
First Mystery Club Pick Waiting for the Night Song ($19.99)—
who is a former beekeeper and organic farmer, and a frequent 
speaker on the topic of writing fiction in the age of climate crisis ( 
and a member of the teaching faculty at Drexel University’s MFA 
Program.). I find her to be a thoughtful evoker of landscape and 
here it is an old forest area around Concord, Massachusetts—one 
ancient oak in particular—under threat by a “new eco-friendly 
housing development.” Feeling the same about Scottsdale—
where is the water for all of it to come from, I ask?—I entered 
into the spirit of the story, the rage felt by the wife as she realizes 
the cost of her new home and the duplicity she uncovers. Soon a 
tragedy leaves Hazel unmoored in her new life, and she begins to 
feel the pull of the absent forest. Hazel is not alone—her neigh-
bors, real estate agent Stella Flint and teenage environmentalist 
Polly Bauer, each have their own trauma and relationship to 
the land. The three women are drawn together to save the last 
remaining oak tree, risking everything. 
	 “A lush, lyrical exploration of sisterhood, rage, and the 
sacred ties between women and the wild. Blending beauty and 
depth, book clubs will find plenty to untangle in this urgent and 
moving tale.”  
De La Rosa, Liana. Mutual Discord (Penguin $20). “A beauti-
fully written love letter to Puerto Rican culture and forgotten 
women in history with a tantalizing forbidden friends-to-lovers 
dynamic that readers will devour… 
	 Sofia Mendoza has had enough. She’s done watching 
male co-workers steal credit for her talent, and now she’s going 
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to do something about it. No one knows she’s the brains be-
hind a popular video series highlighting and celebrating women 
in history who’ve been erased from their own inventions and 
discoveries. Her family and friends still think she has a success-
ful corporate job and if they discover she is supporting herself 
by creating social media content, they’d be stunned. Keeping her 
online persona a secret is lonely, but when she sparks a virtual 
friendship with an anonymous follower—A—first in her com-
ment section with his insightful perspective, then in their private 
video chats, where he proves to be witty and catfish level good 
looking, the chemistry between them ignites. But when her old 
friend, Caitlin, arrives for a visit, Sofia’s lies threaten to unravel. 
A is Alex Castillo, her best friend’s boyfriend. Alex doesn’t 
reveal that he knows her, and Sofia realizes he may be keeping 
secrets, too.  
DeWitt, Tara. Lost and Found (St Martins $19). Spunes #3, a 
novel of Romance and Redemption and an Indie Next Pick. 
The Indie Next Pick: “Grief, healing, slow-burn longing, and a 
firefighter hero with hidden scars? I was done for. Heartbreaking, 
hopeful, and full of so much love.” 
	 The concluding chapter of DeWitt’s Spunes, Oregon, 
series isn’t just a love letter to the fictional setting she’s crafted or 
the characters who inhabit it, chiefly the Byrd family and those 
who love them, but also to her loyal readers; it’s hard to imagine 
any dry eyes after reading the epilogue in particular. Despite 
the heavy subjects the book navigates, including grief and post-
traumatic stress, Silas and Bea’s dynamic is sweet and tender, 
and the author is utterly unafraid to dig into the vulnerability that 
makes this romance achingly believable and ultimately human at 
its core. A tremendously beautiful conclusion to this small-town 
romance series.” —Kirkus (Starred Review) for a novel flavored 
“spicy.” 
Donovan, Kemper. Sweet Spot (Kensington $27). The  host of 
the “All About Agatha” podcast injects the spark and fizz of a 
Golden Age Murder Mystery into the present day, as a ghostwrit-
er-turned-sleuth must find a devious killer who’s transforming 
her new assignment into a real-life thriller. This isn’t a cozy but 
remember Christies are not either—yet the structure of her mys-
teries is similar. 
	 For Belle Currer—as the ghostwriter extraordinaire pre-
fers to be known—Genevieve Caraway’s memoir is an irresistible 
project, a tale of tragedy overcome. At 14, Genevieve was ab-
ducted from her bedroom by a couple and held hostage for three 
months. She’s now a happily married mother with a flourishing 
career, a poster child for thriving after trauma. Still, the scars 
haven’t entirely faded. Genevieve’s lavish Utah home, “Sweet 
Spot,” is a guarded compound impregnable to outsiders—theo-
retically, at least. But Belle’s arrival coincides with the parole of 
Deirdre Gregory, one of Genevieve’s kidnappers. When Deirdre 
shows up at Sweet Spot begging to see Genevieve, she is refused. 
The next day, Deirdre’s dead body is found on the grounds. How 
did Deirdre get in? More importantly, who killed her? Belle soon 
joins Detective Kay Adams, the pregnant Mormon detective as-
signed to the case, in sifting through the suspects. Belle isn’t in 
the ghostwriting gig just for the money, although it’s her living. 
She’s a seeker after justice too. This is the 3rd in the Ghostwriter 
Series after The Busy Body and Loose Lips 
Ellison, J T. You Know Why (Thomas & Mercer $28.99) is a dual 
narrative of suspense with on one side Brooklyn, whose husband 

surprises their young family with a Christmas trip to Italy, though 
they have to leave the next day, only to disappear at the airport 
during their connection. The other is Eden, who on a flight home 
from a business trip sees the man who murdered her sister Chloe 
ten years earlier. Both women have secrets, and obviously, Trey 
does as well. Three of the characters have ties to the crime fiction 
community too. You Know Why ($16.99). 
Gardner, Lisa. You’ll Be Sorry (Grand $30). One of our copies 
has a $5 colonial currency, possibly a forged bill, concealed 
therein by Lisa. A winner has been notified. 
	 This new standalone novel set in an insular small New 
Hampshire community will torture you for answers to past and 
present mysteries and then rock you with delivering them. Lisa 
has outdone herself in this standalone thriller that draws upon 
colonial history as well as both recent past and present day dark 
deeds. For Raquel and Theo Collins, it appeared to be love at 
first sight. Raquel, a renowned interior designer, and Theo, a 
brash financial wizard met and married in a matter of months, 
only to confront a terrible tragedy. Now, unbearably aware of the 
distance between them, they’ve come to the tiny, remote village 
of Shereford in the Granite State to begin anew. Perched on a 
ledge with stunning views, the Dixon’s family lodge was once a 
crown jewel of the mountains. Until late one August night, when 
both parents and their four children vanished, leaving behind a 
trail of mixed bloody footprints, and a mystery that has endured 
for thirty years. Now, its latest occupants are arriving. For 
Amanda Grady, following in her father’s footsteps as the recently 
appointed Shereford police chief, it’s good to see a fresh start for 
the derelict Dixon place. However, not everyone is happy about a 
new family in the old home and its hidden past may return with a 
vengeance..... 
	 “You’ll Be Sorry is about a town’s darkest secrets and 
the very real danger that ensues when its long-buried skeletons 
begin to resurface. I couldn’t turn the pages fast enough!”—Ana 
Reyes echoed by Ashley Elston 
Gerritsen, Tess. The Shadow Friends (Thomas & Mercer $28.99) 
is the 3rd in the Martini Club series set in the Maine small town of 
Purity, a haven as it turns out for retired spies. “Fun and fascinat-
ing to watch Maggie and friends pivot from drinking martinis 
at their monthly book club to full-on use of their survival and 
investigative skills.” —Booklist 
	 When a renowned disease expert and Russian defector 
dies mysteriously during a global affairs conference in Purity, 
Maine, the tight-knit band of former spies in the Martini Club 
once again sees their quiet coastal retirement interrupted by inter-
national intrigue. And when a waitress at the conference hotel is 
found murdered, Ingrid Slocum sees chilling links to a disastrous 
mission that nearly killed her three decades ago. Desperate to un-
cover the truth, Ingrid’s drawn back into the game by a magnetic 
ex-CIA colleague—and former lover—who was with her on the 
long-ago doomed mission. He convinces her to join him, and to-
gether they head to Amsterdam to track down her would-be killer. 
Ingrid’s frantic husband Lloyd and Maggie Bird are close behind, 
but a clandestine network of assassins is intent on stopping them. 
Forced to question every allegiance, the Martini Club must rely 
on the skills they have tried to leave behind. 
	 Paperback: The Shadow Friends ($16.99) 
\ Hallett, Janice. The Silent Appeal (Viper $46). This is a follow 
up to her bestselling debut novel The Appeal ($20). In Hallett’s 
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sly full-length return to the British village of Lower Lockwood, 
rookie attorneys Charlotte Holroyd and Femi Hassan gather 
evidence for an appeal on behalf of someone accused of another 
murder connected to the Fairway Players drama society. Digging 
through a mountain of emails, texts, and online chats to better 
understand the case, the attorneys piece together the Fairway 
Players’ clashing personalities and petty power struggles—
namely the conflict between housewife Sarah-Jane and her sister, 
Nicky-Rose Dearing, a talented director who abruptly abandoned 
her career before being welcomed to Lower Lockwood a little 
too warmly by Sarah-Jane’s husband, Kevin MacDonald. As the 
players mount a production of Agatha Christie’s The Hollow, 
Hallett presents a parade of possible victims and villains (read-
ers don’t know who died or who killed them), including recently 
acquitted murder suspect Issy Beck, lonely workaholic Fran 
Elroy-Jones, and shady new actor Lucas Stibson. Eventually, 
egos clash, affairs ramp up, and Charlotte and Femi struggle to 
separate genuine clues from red herrings. Though Hallett’s epis-
tolary structure has lost some of its freshness, she deploys it in 
service of a mystery as clever as any Dame Agatha ever devised. 
Unsigned US edition: The Silent Appeal (Atria $30) 
Harmel, Kristin. Meet Me in Paris (Gallery Books $29). John 
reviews: Inspired by the movie Love, Actually, Harmel deftly 
weaves together seven different love stories all set in the City 
of Light. Harmel’s cast of characters include Julia Glover and 
her daughter Piper, pop star Jackson Quick, Henry McGee and 
his granddaughter Melody, two American Vietnam war vets 
Lou and George, and recently divorced Shelby and her two best 
friends. Readers will be instantly transported to Paris and all its 
many delights as new romances blossom, old loves are revived, 
friendships are forged, and some relationships are given needed 
goodbyes. Meet Me in Paris is a quietly powerful book about 
choosing hope even when things might look their bleakest, and a 
wonderfully heartwarming and heartfelt book that celebrates the 
resilience of the human spirit. 
Herrera, Jennifer. Siren Says (Putnam $32). “Siren Says is–
literally–gripping from the first page. It reaches out and grabs 
you by the throat, and you realize it isn’t going to let go. It’s 
mysterious, beautiful, and enchanting in the true and sinister 
sense of the word. You have been warned!” —Diana Gabaldon on 
this sumptuous escape into a world of Celtic spirits and botanical 
magic 
 	 Twenty-five-year-old Raven Wynn knows that the 
ancient plant magic running through her veins brings nothing but 
destruction. It doomed her Welsh ancestors. It killed her mother. 
It’s the reason she’s now bound by a painful curse—one that 
will destroy her if she can’t find a way to break its hold. When 
her estranged Aunt Delilah bursts into her life promising a cure, 
Raven seizes the chance. However, her freedom comes at a steep 
price: Once her magic is fully unleashed, she is more powerful—
and more dangerous—than anyone thought possible. Desperate to 
tame powers she never wanted, Raven makes a pact with Delilah: 
In exchange for learning to control her magic, Raven will capture 
one of the spirits that roam Delilah’s hometown on May’s Eve 
so that it may grant Delilah’s secret wish. With the help of an 
enigmatic new friend, Cherry, as well as an infuriatingly hand-
some stoneworker, Idris, Raven learns that her task is even more 
perilous than she imagined—one false move and the spirits could 
trap her soul—forever.

Hillier, Jennifer. Heart of Glass (Minotaur $29). Bonus: Our first 
90 copies each comes with a printed, bound short story collection 
by Hillier called Welcome to Seaside 
	 So many bad things — murders, poisonings, unex-
plained deaths — have happened through the years in Seaside, 
Washington, that an encounter with a serial killer wasn’t even 
shocking. Some residents wonder if the lovely-sounding Sea-
side could be cursed, as author Jennifer Hillier explores in her 
deliciously chilling new novel. Barb is all too familiar with the 
dark side of Seaside because 25 years ago she and her two best 
friends, Lorelei and Nicolette, were engulfed by that darkness. 
As usual, the girls were spending the evening at Wonderland, the 
local amusement park, flirting with boys, eating ice cream and 
just being teenagers, escaping from their dysfunctional homes. A 
few days later, Lorelei’s body was found in a cranberry bog; Sam 
Figg, a handsome stranger who had been seen with the girls con-
fessed to the murder of Lorelei and four other young women…. 
“Although Heart of Glass is not a sequel, Hillier focused on the 
park in Wonderland (2015). She uses her new novel to connect 
the past with the future,” writes critic Oline Cogdill. 
	 Deb reviews: ITW Best Novel winner Jennifer Hiller 
writes a twisty “who really did it” when a convicted killer recants 
his confession to murder to a documentary producer on his death-
bed while incarcerated. Filled with savvy nods to the smoke-and-
mirrors society we currently live in, the main characters are 2 
estranged best friends trapped by the guilt they feel over the death 
of their third high school best friend and their role in it. No one 
is as they seem in this fast-paced rollercoaster of a story, which 
centers around a tragic death at an amusement park. A satisfying 
ending that you root for long before you know it will come makes 
this the best kind of thriller read.  
Krueger, William Kent. God’s Country (Atria $28). In his 22nd for 
Cork O’Connor, Krueger sends Cork into Minnesota’s magnifi-
cent Boundary Waters area once again, this time on a planned 
family trip. Although Cork has had troubling visions about 
his future, he chooses to ignore them when his friend, Cordell 
Bishop, is reported missing…in the Boundary Waters. Not one 
to turn away from danger, Cork begins a search for Cordell and 
runs into dangerous criminals who are seeking both revenge and 
a valuable hidden stash. Inevitably his family is drawn in along 
with a circle that includes the aging but ageless Métis, Henry. As 
ever, Krueger evokes the beauty and the dangers presented by 
evocative landscapes.  
Lee, Chang Rae. Tender Age (Penguin $30). The Indie Next Pick 
“A quiet young Korean boy pulls a knife on his classmate, baf-
fling both his parents and the juvenile justice system. It reminds 
us that new worlds are birthed in brutality, and children face a 
brand new world every day.” 

Lee, Susan. See You at the Sunset (Mira Books $18.99). Jia 
Chung is living the dream…until she gets fired from her job, yet 
again. With her mom breathing down her neck to move home, 
she needs an escape, fast. When Mimi, her beloved grandmother, 
invites her to spend the summer in Palm Springs, Jia jumps at 
the chance. Staying at Sunset Hills Senior Living Community 
is exactly where a free spirit like Jia can thrive—among people 
living their best, sun-soaked, fun-filled lives. So what if they’re 
all octogenarians? Henry Shin lives by the rules. It’s what over-
worked corporate lawyers do. They don’t fly off to Palm Springs 
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to help their grandfathers move into a new home. But Dennis is 
Henry’s only family.  How else can Henry make sure he’s settled 
and safe? But, there’s that one-night stand Henry and Jia had a 
few months back…. 
Montes, Raphael. The Secret Dinner (Celdadon $28.99). Four 
friends from provincial Brazil chasing a better life in Rio de 
Janeiro are drawn into a lucrative but horrifying underground 
scheme that quickly spirals beyond their control and ends in 
murder. We follow “four desperate friends who bite off more than 
they can chew when they begin hosting secret dinner parties for 
Rio’s elite, catering to their dark fantasies and twisted appetites.” 
As one of Brazil’s most exciting contemporary authors, Raphael 
Montes has delighted readers worldwide with his wholly original 
voice in a novel that AJ Finn hails as “a zesty blend of Parasite, 
Sweeney Todd, and Fight Club. Another reviewer’s take: “The 
Brazilian bestseller pens a shocker where “hustle culture meets 
cannibalism in a bruising satire.” Note: the NY Times Book Re-
view recently wrote about the surge of cannibalism into contem-
porary fiction. 
Morrison, Boyd/Beth. Duel of Beasts (Bloomsbury $29). In their 
fourth picaresque adventure, Knight-errant Gerard Fox and his 
daring wife Willa head to Málaga, Spain, 1352, to deliver news 
of her brother’s death: an innocuous mission, yet one that plunges 
the couple into a fight for their lives against their most danger-
ous adversaries yet. Madelena’s sister-in-law Helvira is hell bent 
to seize two things that Madelena now possesses: a considerable 
inheritance, and a letter that provides grounds for Helvira’s ex-
ecution in both the Christian and Muslim worlds. With everything 
at stake, Helvira will stop at nothing to seize both. Fox and Willa 
soon find themselves in a desperate battle to survive on a journey 
that will take them from the royal court at Seville to the mighty 
complex of the Alhambra Palace. To save Madelena and reveal 
the truth, the duo must outwit Helvira and her allies at every turn 
– and escape the ferocious creatures of Helvira’s deadly menag-
erie. 
	 Start this series, a medieval Cussler one as it were, or 
maybe a Reacher, with the first, The Lawless Land ($16.95). 
“Fantastic... Gerard Fox could be Jack Reacher’s ancestor, 700 
years ago. Highly recommended!”—Lee Child 
	 New in paperback, #3: The White Fortress ($19.99). 
Nossett, Lauren. Indie Darling (Flatiron $28.99). This zinger 
I enjoyed is a natural for readers of Ashley Winstead and 
Nashville’s own JT Ellison, both of whom joined our August 3 
zoom to rave about it with Nossett.  
	 Kelly Williams, a Dolly Parton–loving, sports-car-
driving private investigator in Nashville, helps women. Sisters 
in search of lost siblings. Wives determined to uncover affairs. 
Daughters haunted by men lingering outside their windows. 
Clients trust her because she listens, she believes them, and over 
the years she’s honed a specialized skill set. Her latest client 
is Sarah Owens, better known as Seraph, the magnetic and 
polarizing lead singer of the indie sensation The Garden Snakes. 
After a series of threats turns violent, she hires Kelly to identify 
her assailant. With feminist anthems, cryptic lyrical Easter eggs, 
and an electrifying stage presence, Seraph has built a fiercely 
loyal following—and attracted a number of critics. At that level 
of fame, her attacker could be anyone. Then, in the middle of a 
Nashville performance, Seraph is shot on stage. The ambulance 

carrying her disappears. As the city reels and conspiracy theories 
swirl, Kelly is pulled into a dangerous web of secrets involving 
Seraph’s band mates, her troubled past, and the high cost of 
stardom. 
Obreht, Tea. Sunrise (Random House $29). “A clever, horror-
adjacent thriller about a plane crash in the wilderness, a quest for 
survival, a ghost town, and the shared myths that make America. 
The small nightmarish details ratchet up the tension in this highly 
enjoyable tour-de force.” 
	 A Wyoming ghost town provides the stage for this 
spectacular novel from Obreht about the enduring myths of the 
Wild West. It opens dramatically in 2024, when a young nanny 
named Nina Terzić is pushed to safety from a malfunctioning 
small-engine plane by her boyfriend, Ben. She lands in a lake 
and, after fruitlessly awaiting rescue on the shore, wanders into 
the wilderness, not knowing Ben’s fate and equipped only with 
a dying phone and four protein bars. Relieved to find the ghost 
town of Sunrise, she takes shelter in a stable, where she discov-
ers a corpse. Obreht then jumps to 1902, when 45-year-old Anton 
Vargas, a former cowboy and gunslinger whose exploits have be-
come fodder for dime-store novels, returns to Sunrise after more 
than two decades and reunites with an old buddy to be pressured 
into helping to solve the case of a missing boy. Finally, Obreht 
introduces historical reenactor Coll, who produces an annual play 
in Sunrise honoring Vargas’s legacy. In 2003, Coll wants to create 
an immersive theater experience, but he’s sidetracked by mysteri-
ous threats and a controversy surrounding a dead wolf. “Obreht 
employs impressive restraint, providing just enough clues to cre-
ate intrigue as the reader pieces together the connections between 
the three storylines. After the novel returns to a resilient Nina, 
now on her last protein bar, it careens to an explosive climax.” 
Pelecanos, George P. The Blue Flame (Grand Central $29).  
Emmy-nominated writer for HBO’s The Wire and Treme, George 
Pelecanos writes a new novel, at last!, for our August Hard-
boiled Crime Club Pick. 
	 The neon “Strange Investigations” sign may be flicker-
ing in disrepair outside his office, but private investigator Derek 
Strange is still accepting new cases. Patrick reviews: “What a 
treat it is to have a new entry in Pelecanos Derek Strange series 
after fourteen long years. Strange Investigations has been a DC 
institution since the early ‹70s; the fading neon light out front is 
a symbol of justice for those who often have no voice. Although 
he’s recently lost his wife, Claudine, and former partner Terry 
Quinn is long gone, Strange shows little sign of slowing down. 
When a slick lawyer approaches the detective to help his client, 
Antone Anthony—a low-level drug dealer—shore up his alibi on 
a murder charge, Strange is curious enough to take a look. Aided 
by his talented new assistant, Grace Lopez, Strange’s investiga-
tion quickly expands when another childhood friend of Anthony’s 
ends up dead...  A new Pelecanos novel is always a cause for 
celebration. If you’ve never read this modern master’s work, this 
would make a fine starting point.”    
\ Pulley, Natasha. The Salt King (Bloomsbury $29.99). A won-
derful thing about Britain’s Pulley is that you never know what 
to expect and you always leave her books with new perspectives. 
We have been fortunate to talk to her about almost all of them 
and here we get one formed by her own life: “ Religion hadn’t 
infiltrated the author’s working-class household in the Fens, 
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the massive and notoriously flat former marshlands in eastern 
England, but when she first saw the inside of St. Peter’s Basilica 
with a family friend, Pulley began to understand what all the fuss 
was about. Pulley sets her sights on faith. Plenty of the author’s 
hallmarks are on display—complicated linguistics, male-male 
romantic tension, whimsical footnotes—Pulley cleverly reckons 
with thorny questions of truth versus belief, faith versus institu-
tions, and whether it’s better to navigate the unimaginable alone 
or with a companion whose very presence you doubt . . . Though 
the novel deals in prophecy and cataclysm, it champions free 
will down to its very last moments. Gripping and heartfelt, this 
prismatic novel is more than worth its salt.” —Kirkus Reviews, 
starred review 
	 The action begins after a disabled Christian YouTuber 
regains the use of his legs and then turns to salt in the isolated 
(fictional) English town of Hreodwater. A video of the incident 
goes semi-viral, and the Vatican asks Avelyn Brocken, a Jesuit 
who grew up in Hreodwater, to determine if the event was a 
miracle. Avelyn returns to his strange hometown on the edge of 
the Fens, where residents live without electricity, speak a bizarre 
ancient language, welcome outsiders to visit their underground 
abbey, and worship a deity that sleeps in a nearby salt mine. 
Shortly after Avelyn arrives, he meets and falls for a local doctor 
named Jericho. Meanwhile, strange activity is reported in salt 
mines across the globe, fueling speculation that something bibli-
cal is afoot. “The more I read about the Catholic procedures for 
this kind of thing, the more I realized that, actually, there’s an 
acceptance of supernatural things that happens quite quickly,” 
Pulley says. “Of course there is. This is what belief is. The ques-
tion is not, Is this real or not? The question is, Is it real and God, 
or is it real and something else?” 
	 “I think that writing is overwhelmingly about being able 
to empathize with a person who is unlike you,” Pulley says. A 
quick look at her catalog, which features novels about Jesuits and 
time-travelers and nuclear physicists and alien politicians, backs 
up that claim. “Write what you know, yes. But also, write what 
you can find out as much as possible.” 
	 New in paperback: The Mars House ($19.99) 
Russo, Richard. Under the Falls (Knopf $30) is a thriller about  a 
crime in a small town that exposes long-held secrets and betray-
als among a group of lifelong friends. “Male friendship, flawed 
moral character, helpless and enduring romantic love, small-town 
police, class distinctions between neighboring rural towns—many 
of the elements of classic Russo are here.” —Kirkus Reviews 
Slaughter, Karin. The Secrets We Hide (Harper $32). Bonus: 
Comes with a special custom bookmark. 
	 North Falls, Georgia, Sheriff Emmy Clifton investigate a 
complex murder case with the help of her estranged sister. Emmy 
is leaving her mother’s burial with her sister, Jude, and son, 
Cole, when she hears gunshots. The trio follow the sound to the 
home of Allison Vickery, a retired North Falls detective turned 
PI, whom they find dead beside her barely breathing teenage 
daughter. The perp gets away, and Emmy ends up investigating 
the case with help from her officers and from Jude, a feisty retired 
FBI agent who left North Falls 40 years earlier. During Emmy’s 
inquiry, she discovers $300,000 squirreled away in Allison’s 
attic and learns she was trying to escape her abusive marriage 
to Bill Garrison, scion of one of the most respected families in 
North Falls. Bill swears he’s innocent, though his alibi is shaky. 

The evidence also points to other suspects including Allison’s 
violent ex, her former DEA colleagues, and a local drug lord. The 
combustible chemistry between Emmy and Jude lends this the 
friction its predecessor lacked, and Slaughter remains as skilled 
as ever at probing the darker side of life in Georgia.  
Stewart, Jack. Tom Clancy Pressure Depth (Putnam $32). Kudos 
to Jack for this Starred Review for a new Jack Ryan, Jr., mission, 
one better written than the Jack Ryan: Ghost Ship drama on 
Prime. 
	 “The ship Meridian Star departs eastern Russia 
unknowingly carrying a pair of containers with radioactive 
cesium chloride. The vessel is hijacked and scuttled in 
Micronesia near the Mariana Trench, and the crew is murdered. A 
huge insurance claim results, and Jack, an accomplished deep-sea 
diver who works for Hendley Associates, is there to investigate. 
The hostile Chinese learn it’s there and want that illicit cargo. 
Meanwhile, the Naval Undersea Warfare Center discovers a huge, 
mysterious object in 600 feet of water. At that depth, the pressure 
is unsurvivable without complex special equipment, which is 
vintage Tom Clancy. Whatever the strange object is, it’s “not a 
ship…not a submarine…not an aircraft.” On the side is a faded 
hammer and sickle and Cyrillic letters that spell Siren.  
	 Ryan teams up with Navy divers, and they look for a 
way to safely enter and explore the object. They discover that the 
underwater contraption has thermonuclear warheads attached, left 
and long forgotten by the USSR. If the warheads explode, they 
could still achieve their apparent purpose—to trigger a tsunami 
and destroy Guam, which is strategically important to the U.S. 
The Chinese know it too, and the race is on to take control. The 
result is plenty of high-stakes undersea action, where death can 
come from a bullet, a knife, or a sliced air hose. But there’s action 
on land, too. Navy master diver Carla Bennett and Jack take on a 
surprise assault in a hotel where Carla shows off stellar fighting 
skills—better than Jack’s. These two aren’t the only heroes here, 
as there’s a well-balanced cast of characters, all brave and likable. 
And of course—of course—where there’s a bomb, there’s a 
ticking clock. Nail-biting and pressure-packed. 
Sullivan, Archer. Brimstone Hollow (St Martins $28). Sullivan’s 
atmospheric sequel to The Witch’s Orchard $18), a 2025 First 
Mystery Club Pick, sees Appalachian PI Annie Gore, former 
Air Force investigator, undertake another complicated murder 
investigation. Annie’s newest client, Katie May, hires her to look 
into the death of her estranged biological father, Ezra King, a 
snake-handling preacher in Mount Zion, Kentucky. Ezra’s death 
is officially attributed to multiple snakebites, but Katie suspects 
a cover-up, disturbed by the absence of an autopsy and the speed 
with which Ezra was buried. Though Annie doubts she’ll find a 
reason to contradict the coroner’s conclusions, she empathizes 
with Katie’s fraught family dynamics and agrees to return to 
Mount Zion to look into the matter. Police chief Matthew Dish-
man is cooperative, but the more Annie pokes around, the more 
questions emerge about Ezra’s death. Meanwhile, a string of 
strange, smaller crimes accompany her investigation.  
	 “Sullivan gives even minor characters depth and dimen-
sion, but she spends most of her time developing Annie, a gritty, 
determined lead whose inquiry inevitably digs up ghosts from 
her past. With shrewd twists and a convincing attunement to the 
rhythms of rural life, this proves the series deserves a long life.” 
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Fans of Greg Iles’s regional mysteries, or of Sharyn McCrumb’s 
Appalachian marvels, will love it.  
\ Sullivan, Tim. The Tailor: A DS George Cross Mystery (Grove 
$27). While The Tailor is the most recent Cross, we are going to 
feature the whole series to date in hardcover and paperback as 
the British bestseller visits on his first American tour. In fact our 
September Crime Club Pick will be The Bookseller ($27), 7th 
in the series, which is a great dive into the British rare books-
selling world and reminds me of the work of the late, great John 
Dunning whose Booked to Die ($18.99) remains one of our 
landmark and favorite bookish mysteries. If you have not yet read 
it grab a copy now. 
	 What makes this series so popular? If you are a fan of 
Ludwig or of Patience, two TV series featuring autistic detectives 
who are uniquely equipped to solve crimes, you will love DS 
George Cross and the team around him. Also his parents. It’s a 
supportive environment of awed/amused/irritated people. The 
series is set in Bristol. And bonus: in each book as indicated 
by the titles, Sullivan does a deep dive, so George can, into 
various circles like bookselling, dentistry, and in the newest 
release, bespoke tailoring, a very British institution (in London 
called Savile Row) and details the mechanics and the benefits, 
some economic, of having suits tailored just for you. Shoulders! 
Pockets! I had no clue. 
	 The Tailor (Grove $27), the 8th case for Cross, begins 
when the morning train into Bristol is halted when a man is 
found dead in the first class toilet, a plastic bag over his head. 
The corpse is missing wallet, phone, ID, and as it turns out, 
the garment bags he boarded with. The victim is dressed in an 
exquisite suit which leads to his identification as Billy Titcomb, 
head of an esteemed tailoring firm.  George and his team begin 
pulling at the threads of Titcomb & Titcomb such as Billy’s 
grieving Chinese scientist widow, his sister now head of the firm, 
and a dead scientist whose suicide is questionable. And soon 
George is pulled into a completely unexpected world of spies and 
secret agents.  
	 Here is a link to all the volumes in the US releases to 
date: The Dentist; The Cyclist; The  Patient; The Politician; The 
Monk; The Teacher; and The Bookseller ($17.99 each or $27 each 
in hardcover). If you are interested in any or all, please preorder 
NOW so we have enough stock of these titles for Tim so sign on 
August 25.
\ Thomas, Will. For Services Rendered (St Martins $29). Cyrus 
Barker and Thomas Llewelyn, Victorian Holmes and Watson-
type enquiry agents, are dragged into Barker’s mysterious past 
in China. It’s 1896 and naïve but radical Dr. Sun Yat Sen arrives 
in London and is quickly rounded up by China’s Imperial Qing 
Secret Service and imprisoned in the Chinese Embassy. The 
young man wishes to return his country to the Manchu dynasty, 
leaving him ripe for execution. Meanwhile Barker’s nemesis 
Sebastian Nightwine, once his partner in what, pirating?, arrives 
alive! despite Barker having run the man through in a duel. As 
our agents are hired to find and rescue the imprisoned doctor they 
have to fight off the Qing agents, the British government bent on 
deflecting scandal from the Prince of Wales and his association 
with high roller Nightwine, and Nightwine himself. Plus there’s a 
nice surprise for Thomas and his wife at the end. 
Urquhart, Alaina. The Butcher Legacy (Zando $29). “Former 
mortuary technician Urquhart continues her grisly series cen-

tered on New Orleans forensic pathologist Wren Muller with this 
underwhelming thriller. Nearly two months after her husband 
was killed in the previous book, Wren is leaning on her morgue 
work for the New Orleans police department for stability. Her 
friend, homicide detective John Leroux, heads to Massachusetts 
to track sinister pastor Philip Trudeau, a suspect in the murder of 
Wren’s husband. Then young girls start to go missing in the areas 
once prowled by now-imprisoned serial killer Jeremy Rose, who 
targeted Wren once upon a time. Wren must help interrogate Rose 
about the disappearances. As the prisoner plays sadistic mind 
games with Wren and the investigators. Don’t look for a  Kay 
Scarpetta adjacent story in this drama. 
Vazquez, VA. The Death Row Club (Gallery Books $29). Our 
August First Mystery Club Pick is not an easy book to read. 
It is often assumed that the families—wives, children—of serial 
killers are aware of the SK’s actions, indeed sometimes com-
plicit. But what if one (or more) family member is not? That is 
the premise of this debut and it’s painful to read about what the 
fallout for Nicola Fischer is when the cops break into their home 
to drag away her father. The entire world watches it unfold on 
To Catch a Killer, the hit true crime TV show hosted by Greer 
Woods. Overnight, Nicola becomes a pariah: fired from her job, 
drowning in debt, and shunned by everyone she knows. And to 
make matters worse, Greer—once a budding friend and fellow 
child of a serial killer—hasn’t returned a single call since the 
show aired. Then comes an unexpected invitation to the Death 
Row Club, a secret retreat for the adult children of serial kill-
ers—founded by none other than Greer herself. Desperate for 
answers and human connection, Nicola agrees to go. At first, it 
seems like exactly what she needs. The club members are strange 
but welcoming, and Greer seems eager to mend their fractured 
friendship. But then a mysterious girl arrives, claiming her father 
is a killer too. 
	 “In a remarkable, twist-filled narrative that at once pulls 
you in and pulls the rug out from under you, Vazquez invites the 
reader to join Nicola as she tries to uncover the truth, and stay 
alive in the process. But soon, a body will be found floating in the 
lake. Someone else will be found chained in a shack. And who is 
that woman in the woods?  
	 “Dark as sin and voicey as hell, this is one of the most 
audacious, jaw-dropping, and morbidly funny thrillers I’ve ever 
read. With her morally gray serial killer progeny in tow, Vazquez 
streaks onto the scene bright as a comet, one of the freshest and 
most promising new voices in crime fiction.” —Ashley Winstead 
	 I encourage you to read this long essay about the book 
in The Big Thrill. In making First Mystery Club Picks I work to 
vary the content and genre and find books that you might miss 
but turn out to be much acclaimed.  
Wade, Kevin. One Good Eye (Celadon $28.99). Deb reviews: A 
sequel to Johnny Careless ($17.99), a 2025 First Mystery Club 
Pick, brings back our protagonist, Police Chief Jeep Mullane, to 
Long Island to sort out the haves and have-nots, each involved 
in their brand of criminal activity. Jenny the Pirate, a childhood 
friend (and perpetual love) of Jeep’s, is being blackmailed over a 
tragic, secret incident in her past. Could Kevin’s previous history 
as a writer for Blue Bloods have me imagining Jeep as Tom Sell-
eck? Or is it a flashback to Robert Parker’s Chief Stone? If you 
like a detective who has a strong moral compass, is conflicted, 
and is smart, with an ending you totally did not see coming, this 
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series is for you!  Chock-full of twists and turns, veteran screen-
writer and Bluebloods showrunner conjures up a continuance of 
an Edgar-nominated crime series. 
\ Westbury, Kate. The Oxford Guide to Scandal and Lies (St 
Martins $29). Our August Historical Fiction Pick is a debut, a 
kind of Cold War spy thriller/coming of age story, and takes you 
to the university in 1951 where events begin in Duke Humfrey’s 
Library. It’s part of the Bodleian and I used to love studying there 
when I was a student, something only allowed after you take an 
oath and promise never to deploy fire within the Bod. 
	 The Honorable Ginevra Bishop likes red lipstick, 
clever retorts, and earning top marks in her tutorials. She’s tough 
and resourceful, following her mother’s footsteps by studying 
at Oxford, eager to prove she’s more than a debutante. Older 
Sidney Braithwaite likes Latin and ignoring his nightmares. He’s 
determined to forge a new life for himself at Oxford, far from his 
childhood mining village and free from memories of fighting in 
the war. Though Gin and Sidney have little in common, the Brit-
ish Security Service is keen to unite her charm with his espionage 
experience when first, there’s the murder of a Bodleian librarian, 
and then the agent tracking down a suspected Soviet spy at the 
university is poisoned. MI5 wants Gin and Sidney to pick up the 
spy’s trail and identify the informant before even more sensitive 
information is compromised. As a team, the pair of undergradu-
ates clash in personality, upbringing, and taste––but here they are, 
the Crown’s newest undercover operatives.	
UNSIGNED EVENT BOOKS
We do numerous events with international authors where Signed 
Books are not possible. I list them for August here: 
Barclay, Linwood. Not a Word (Harper $30). Newly unemployed 
journalist Reece Chartwell returns to his family home outside of 
Toronto to find two dead bodies in his parents’ bedroom: one is 
his father, Brent Chartwell, who died holding a gun, and one is a 
woman who initially appears to be his mother until he learns his 
mother is still alive. Detective Janice McCabe is troubled by the 
lack of motive for the apparent murder-suicide: Brent showed 
no signs of violent behavior, even as his marriage to Reece’s 
mother, Catherine, frayed. Barclay toggles between narrators 
and time periods as he gradually fills in the Chartwell family’s 
dark history, beginning with Brent’s decision, decades earlier, 
to begin working for big pharma company Wiffel-Smith and 
selling their highly addictive opioid, Oxy-Mirac. The plot twists 
come fast and furious as past and present collide, but never at the 
expense of readers’ emotional investment—following Reece as 
he grapples with his family’s undoing is genuinely heartbreaking. 
Canadian Barclay always delivers incredible stories. 
Howard, Catherine Ryan. Buyer Beware (Simon Schuster 
$28). The Irish bestseller delivers a devilish domestic thriller 
that follows three narrators connected to a notorious house in 
the suburbs of Dublin. In 1968, a resident of 1 Delaney Row 
disappeared, spawning speculation that he was murdered. Ever 
since, the house has had an unsavory reputation. In the 2020s, 
Ellie moves in, bringing only the bare essentials with her—all she 
wants is to leave a dark, unspecified past behind. But living in 
what she soon discovers is a well-known “murder house” opens 
her up to scrutiny from neighbors and internet lurkers alike. As 
Ellie deals with vandalism and conspiracy theorists, Howard 
shuffles in chapters from the perspective of Erin, a bright Irish 

university student looking to become a medical researcher in 
2000, and Hannah, a successful small business owner in 2015. 
Gradually, the narrative threads come together, shedding harsh 
light on Ellie’s checkered past and current situation. Howard is 
terrific at building a story within…a building. 
THE SUMMER OF SPIES CONTINUED
Abbott, Jeff. January and July (Blackstone $29.99) “is a fantastic 
read: an espionage tale with grit, heart, and twists I never saw 
coming but were wholly earned.”—Alison Gaylin. 
	  A disgraced intel officer anxious to redeem herself after 
a disastrous mission, January Holte vows to uncover the identity 
of a traitor who is selling her agency’s secrets. The few clues 
she’s found have led her to a sleepy river town: Lethey, Texas—
and to Bill Connors, the one man who might know the truth. July 
Whitlock, a rookie bodyguard, searches for his one and only cli-
ent, who has suddenly disappeared. He follows a trail to Lethey 
to find his missing protectee—Bill Connors.  See Signed Books 
for more.
Benn, James R. The Ninth Circle (Soho $29.95). We have been 
fans, and selling Signed copies, of the Billy Boyle World II 
series since the very first one in 2013. And here we are now up 
to January, 1945, and a mission for the Army Captain in a new 
war theater: Cuba. Cuba declared war on Germany almost in 
sync with the US and has witnessed much activity in the Atlantic. 
While Billy and his bagman Lt. Piotr Kazimierz, actually a 
Polish count serving the Allies, hope for a rum-fueled holiday in 
Havana, they are immediately thrust into the murder of a Navy 
Intelligence officer and a zesty spy caper. See signed books.
Carter, Ally. The Blonde Who Came in from the Cold ($18.99). 
“Two former covert agents wake up handcuffed in a shed, then 
start a globe-trotting trip down memory lane as they escape and 
try to figure out who’s behind it all and what they want. See Our 
August Paperback Picks for more. 
Gerritsen, Tess. The Shadow Friends (Thomas & Mercer $28.99; 
$16.99) “I love these spies who come out of retirement when an 
assassin strikes in their small town of Purity, Maine. Could spies 
be any more fun? Travel, tension, and twists—great entertain-
ment!” —Shari Lapena. See Signed Books above. 
\ Herron, Mick. Clown Town ($19.95). Slow horse River 
Cartwright is waiting to be passed fit for work. With time to kill, 
and with his grandfather—a legendary former spy—long dead, 
River investigates the secrets of the old man’s library, and a 
mysteriously missing book. See Our August Paperback Picks for 
more. 
Godfrey, SC. The Enigma Challenge (Viking/Dorman $30. 
Godfrey  blends action, romance, and espionage in this frothy 
adventure about a high-stakes puzzle-solving competition. Dr. 
Zoe Wilder, fresh off a breakup, is in Madrid to present a paper 
to the International Conference on Cryptology and participate in 
a mysterious competition called the Enigma Challenge, in which 
participants solve puzzles for an unspecified cash reward. At the 
first clue, a fountain known as the Fallen Angel, Zoe witnesses 
an attack on fellow competitor Dane Seaver, a well-respected 
American cybersecurity expert. Mutual attraction ignites between 
the two, and they decide to work together on the challenge after 
Zoe solves the first puzzle. She soon learns that Dane has won the 
two previous Enigma Challenges, and that this year’s prize of $12 
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million is being funded by a shadowy company called ProtoDark. 
The steep payout attracts ruthless players who have no compunc-
tions about stealing or killing to win the prize, leading Zoe and 
Dane to be chased and attacked multiple times before Zoe is 
kidnapped and Dane must track her down 
McCloskey, David. The Persian ($19.99). Former agent 
McCloskey is alone writing about Iran at the moment, and he 
does it brilliantly. Here Kamran Esfahani, a dentist living out 
a dreary existence in Stockholm, agrees to spy for the Mossad 
after he’s recruited by Arik Glitzman, the chief of a clandestine 
unit tasked with running targeted assassinations and sabotage 
inside Iran. At Glitzman’s direction, Kam returns to his native 
Tehran and opens a dental practice there, using it as a cover for 
the Israeli intelligence agency. See Our August Paperback Picks 
for more. 
Preston, Alex. A Stranger in Corfu (Pegasus $27.95) is a 
character-driven look at the espionage life wherein damaged 
British spies have their comfortable exile on the Greek island of 
Vidos disrupted by escalating violence. In 1995, MI6 operative 
Nina Woolf, 25 and traumatized by a failed mission in Bosnia, 
spends her days on Vidos swimming, hiking, and trying to adapt 
to the older crowd of ex-agents who either cracked up or were 
deemed treason risks. While Nina and her friend, Benedict Pierce, 
are on a walk overlooking the Ionian Sea, someone fires a shot 
at them. Over the next few months, three former spies turn up 
dead under mysterious circumstances, but the local police chief 
and British intelligence appear unconcerned. One common thread 
among the dead agents is that they were Soviet sympathizers with 
loose connections to real-life double agent Kim Philby and the 
Cambridge Five. Despite the promising setup, the novel lacks a 
compelling plot. 
Osborne, Lawrence. Children of Wolves (Summit Books $27). 
Exotic locales and expatriate travelers populate this elegant spy 
thriller. Unmotivated American PI Tyler Sedgwick has spent six 
fruitless months in Istanbul trying to locate Chana Simavi Knight, 
the wayward daughter of wealthy California businessman James 
Arthur Knight—really, for the money. Posing as a writer, Tyler 
has little trouble tracking Chana down in Istanbul—where she 
spent part of her youth, her late mother having been a Turkish 
society fixture—and falling in with her and her expatriate friends. 
In spite of her elusive behavior, he’s drawn romantically to Cha-
na, who now goes by Aylin. He curries her favor by introducing 
her to the American consul, David Meltzer, with whom he was 
once distant classmates at Groton. With the Hotel Halicarnassus 
on the Turkish Riviera as the Hitchcock-ian setting and an illicitly 
acquired gun as the MacGuffin, the plot begins spinning.     
	 The very slow pace requires patience to read this but Os-
borne has “a vivid sense of place worthy of John Fowles or Paul 
Bowles.” Kirkus Reviews adds, “Bridging classic and contempo-
rary noir with hints of Graham Greene’s and Robert Stone’s ugly 
Americans, Osborne creates an unforgiving terrain all his own—
one in which the ongoing question is, who is setting up whom? I 
find the portrait of decaying American society and the futility of 
action apposite, the consuming belief of their privilege among the 
young frightening, plus I love Turkey and he really nails it. 
Stewart, Jack. Tom Clancy Pressure Depth (Putnam $32). “Stew-
art understands exactly what makes a Jack Ryan Jr. story work 
... Pressure Depth is exactly what I want from a military thriller: 

intelligent, detailed, high-stakes, and filled with characters who 
feel like they belong.” See Signed Books above. 
\ Westbury, Kate. The Oxford Guide to Scandal and Lies (St 
Martins $29). Our August Historical Fiction Pick is a debut that 
takes you to the university in 1951 where events begin in Duke 
Humfrey’s Library. The story begins with an encounter there and 
moves on to a murder of a librarian and then into a spy story/
coming of age/murder investigation. See Signed Books above. 
A BRITISH LIBRARY CRIME CLASSIC
Brand, Christiana. Cat and Mouse: A Mystery in Wales (Poisoned 
Pen Press $15.99). This is the first of Brand’s non-Cockrill stories 
to join the Crime Classics, and the sixth Brand novel in total, a 
series bestseller. A playful and experimental mystery melodrama 
in which Brand sets out to combine Gothic melodrama with her 
signature style of mystery complete with astonishing twists and 
bombshell clues hiding in plain sight. 
	 Katinka Jones, advice columnist for Girls Togeth-
er magazine, finds herself at a loose end in Swansea, and 
decides to pay a surprise visit to one of the magazine’s regular 
correspondents, ‹Amista’. But upon reaching the address a 
strange house perched atop a mountain which matches all of the 
descriptions in the letters, nobody has even heard of ‹Amista’. 
As Katinka begins to fall for the dashing master of the house, 
Carleon, more weird mysteries emerge and the plucky Detective 
Inspector Chucky joins the search for the truth. 
A FEW COZIES
Andrews, Donna. Probable Caws: A Meg Langslow Mystery (St 
Martins $28). Blacksmith Meg is at work when her dad summons 
her to Ragnar Ragnarsen’s estate where he’s sheltering 50 horses 
from Hoof and Hearth equine rescue who are being evicted 
from their farm home. A developer is pressuring the heirs to the 
farm, one of whom wants to sell, and sends in a thug to harm the 
horses. Luckily it’s the thug who is killed—but by which of the 
many stakeholders here?  
Burns, Valerie. Murder at First Slice (Kensington $17.95). Social 
media queen-turned-small-town baker Maddy Montgomery, her 
feisty friends, and her faithful English mastiff are preparing for 
Maddy’s  wedding day in little New Bison, Michigan, hoping for 
no serious food fights among feuding relatives. Instead they get a 
murder—and a pushy detective newly relocated from New York.  

Byron, Ellen. All Aboard for Murder (Kensington $27). It’s Octo-
ber in California Gold Rush country. Dee Stern is starting to feel 
at home running her Golden Motel in the scenic village where 
she relocated after leaving behind her LA life as a sitcom writer. 
But a killer sees the town’s Halloween celebration as a golden op-
portunity to write a script for murder…. 
Delany, Vicki. Bubble, Bubble, Tea and Trouble (Kensington 
$27). When Cape Cod tearoom owner Lily Roberts finds a group 
conducting a séance in her grandmother’s Victorian B&B, she 
firmly reminds them that the inn’s no-smoking policy also applies 
to their oddly ritualistic candles. As they head outside, Lily over-
hears them chalking their bad luck up to the absence of their lead-
er, Katya. Whatever they’re doing, it certainly isn’t reading—and 
their cover is starting to sound like weak tea… While they enjoy 
Lily’s homemade banana bread the next morning, they make their 
intentions clear—grilling Lily about any past paranormal activity 
in the cliffside mansion. Their attempts to contact spirits have 
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been falling flat, it seems, and the mysterious Katya is catching 
the heat. Levelheaded Lily thinks the real reason is that there’s 
no such thing as ghosts. But Lily’s pal Bernie has found another 
explanation: the half-baked spirit-seekers have the wrong house. 
The haunted reputation belongs to the place next door. 
	 Also from Delany: O, Deadly Night: A Year Round 
Christmas Mystery ($20.99). 
Duncan, Emmeline. Hysteria at the Historical Society (Kens-
ington $18.95). “The lovingly described, charming, Halloween-
themed town that embraces the holiday year-round, the well-
drawn characters, including Bailey’s Great Pyrenees dog, Jack 
Skeleton, and details of running a bookstore add up to a satis-
fying cozy. Here the holiday shifts to Christmas and a “Santa 
Claws” sasquatch game. And this year, there’s something else to 
celebrate: The Elyan Hollow Historical Society has just received 
a Historical Preservation grant to map out the town’s tunnel 
systems. Why is it that murder follows? 3rd in The Halloween 
Bookshop Mysteries. 
Durst, Sarah Beth. Sea of Charms (Tor $29.99)  brings cozy 
fantasy romance to the high seas in the third magical adventure 
in the Spellshop series!.”Coming back to the Spellshop universe 
is like coming home from a long adventure and finding that your 
favorite place in the world still has a seat reserved just for you 
and Sea of Charms is just that. Lyrical and effervescent this novel 
is another champion of the cozy fantasy genre. Follow your heart 
to the sea, the water is warm and the crew is waiting to welcome 
you with, mostly, open arms.”  
Ehrhart, Peggy. The Quilt Whisperer Investigates (Kensington 
$27). I have to say that for a bit I thought this rather formal and 
elegantly written series start was satire. But then I concluded it’s 
just Ehrhart’s authentic voice. 
	 As Associate Director and Curator of Special Col-
lections at the Yates Museum, Caroline is excited to pick up a 
prized antique quilt from Nancy Critchley, one of Banburyport’s 
wealthiest residents, for an upcoming exhibit…until she discov-
ers Nancy dead on the floor of her beautiful Federalist home. The 
muslin bag that held the quilt is empty. On the table is a napkin 
smeared with what appears to be tomato juice—in a design that 
may have been Nancy’s final message. Garret Seldon, the town’s 
new police detective, pinpoints museum intern Amber Foster as 
the top suspect. Amber’s blog is sharply critical of the Critch-
ley family, among other prominent citizens from Banburyport’s 
past, for exploiting less fortunate residents in order to gain their 
riches. But could long-ago sins really have spurred someone to 
stab Nancy with a pair of sewing scissors? And then there’s the 
missing quilt, a priceless creation that’s almost 200 years old. 
Caroline and her good friend and landlady, Libby, are convinced 
of Amber’s innocence. And somewhere among these tangled 
threads, Caroline knows there’s a pattern to be uncovered. 
	 And I call your attention to a September 8 debut that 
isn’t quite a Cozy Mystery but about competitive quilting, 
unlikely friendships, and found family. 
	 McCann, Eli. Stitched (Torrey House Press $19). Betty 
Lou Dearden has been a member of the Ogden Quilters Associa-
tion for more than twenty years when it is announced that the big-
gest quilting competition in the country is coming to Utah. With 
the clock ticking and a chance to finally beat their long-time rival 
quilting circle, the women welcome two young gay men to their 
group as they bicker their way to an award-worthy entry. With 

disarming humor and extraordinary heart, Eli McCann takes read-
ers deep into the cozy but cutthroat world of competitive quilting 
and the sometimes-messy friendships that shape our lives. 
Gilbert, Victoria. Death on the Books: A Blue Ridge Library 
Mystery (Crooked Lane $29.99). When a stranger falls over dead 
in the Taylorsford Public Library, clutching a crumpled piece of 
paper inscribed only with the words hen and  sapphire, Library 
Director Amy Muir must once again investigate. She soon learns 
that the man is the personal assistant to Warren Sanderson, an 
art collector and dealer who just so happens to be visiting Kurt 
Kendrick, the godfather of Amy’s twins. When the autopsy 
reveals that the library patron was poisoned, suspicion falls on 
those who knew him, but suspects abound in this tenth in a cozy 
series. The latest in paperback: Death and the Librarian ($22.99)
Montgomery, Mimi. Murder Bites (Bantam $20). Axios reporter 
Montgomery debuts with a winsome cozy centered on Margot 
Cartwright, who has begrudgingly moved from Washington, 
D.C., to her husband’s hometown of Glenville, S.C. Urbane 
Margot is having a tough time adjusting to life among the yoga 
pant-wearing, tiny dog-loving women of Glenville. To make 
things worse, the reality TV hit Pawsh, a showcase for designer 
canines, has started filming in town, and her neighbors are crawl-
ing over one another for a chance to feature their pooches on it. 
Out of disgust, Margot steals her neighbor’s yard signs promoting 
the show, and faces immediate backlash. Then someone murders 
a local dog walker, and all clues point to the disgruntled Margot, 
who then convinces Glenville’s buttoned-up HOA president to 
help clear her name, sparking an unlikely friendship. “Montgom-
ery doesn’t break new ground, but she brings her witty conceit to 
life with humor, well-shaded characters, and pop culture refer-
ences galore. The result is an ideal summertime mystery.” 
	 “A delightful mashup of Desperate Housewives and Best 
in Show, Murder Bites is laugh-out-loud funny and surprisingly 
heartwarming. A very fun ride, from a totally original new 
voice.”—Marisa Kashino 
Nichols, Jo. Murder on Charity Lane: A Marigold Cottages Mys-
tery (St Martins Press $28). Months after the shocking murders at 
Marigold Cottages, eccentric landlady Mrs. B finds the peace and 
quiet a little too peaceful. That’s why she invites her young friend 
CJ Moore to move into a now-vacant cottage: CJ is a suspect in 
the death of her employer, a wealthy Santa Barbara philanthro-
pist who tumbled down the stairs of his mansion during a dinner 
party. The dead man’s much-younger widow claims she saw CJ 
push him, but Mrs. B is certain that she’s innocent. Why? Oh, just 
a feeling. That’s enough for her to summon the Marigold Cottag-
es Murder Collective. Lily-Ann will marshal the facts, Hamilton 
will dig around online, Sophie and Nicholas will offer eyewitness 
testimony, and everyone will hope that Ocean keeps Mrs. B out 
of trouble. Just as the tenants begin to suspect that Elsa is in fact 
the perpetrator, there’s a second murder. A bloodier one. 
A FEW NEW HARDCOVERS
A wide variety much focused on destinations so perfect for 
end of summer
More to come in the Labor Day Booknews 
Anderson, Kelly. The Wild Beneath (Park Row $30) opens when 
a naked man washes ashore after a devastating tsunami kills the 
protagonist’s parents. This man has a sound that only Annie—

http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9798892426626
http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9798892426626
http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9781496746184
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/f9p-FNF8SlrgAdS9NCHgpw
http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9781496759252
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/3wpIwoo7IwSZZqZPSxaJCQ
http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9798892427333
http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9798892427333
http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9798892427791
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/Y10lLSQ5wzN7E0Lu6Gg7eg
http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9781250356574
http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9781250356574
http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9780778306061


14

the main character—can hear –and he holds a secret about who 
she really is. Annie gets into an edge-of-your-seat love triangle 
with this mysterious stranger and her childhood love, but then 
the man dies in a storm at sea. Six years later, Annie has moved 
away from the ocean, is working as a doctor in the city, taking 
antidepressants and grinding herself to dust with work, she hears 
the man’s mysterious sound again and travels back home to try 
to solve the mystery of whether he’s still alive and where she 
really came from. “This is a cross-genre novel that falls perfectly 
into the emerging trend of speculative/grounded fantasy. It walks 
an impressive line between speculative, magical mystery while 
keeping the novel grounded in a truly human place. This is the 
love child of Shark Heart and Chlorine.” 
	 Indie Next adds: “When I was done reading this I had 
sand under my fingernails, pockets full of seashells, salt water in 
my hair, and a story to tell.” 
Baker, Matt. A Taste for Murder (Crooked Lane $32.99). If 
you are longing for an Italian getaway you can settle into this 
debut by the lead writer of TV’s Professor T and Patience (PBS, 
recommended for how they portray the autistic sleuth). It goes 
on too long IMHO but the family dynamics, the depiction of how 
grief affects both the daughter and her British father cop Joe both 
visiting the dead wife’s in-laws at their incredible restaurant on 
Capri, the family dynamics, and mostly the delicious food and 
drink, keep the pages going. It also shows how tough policing 
is in and around Naples with the Camorra operating and sets 
up a sequel exploring how Joe’s wife died. I like the woman 
Italian detective battling so many forces ranged against her. 
Plus the solution to the core mystery is genuinely surprising 
Recommended for a slow weekend read. 
	 Paperback (but look at the high price): A Taste for 
Murder ($22.99) 
Bennett, Robert Jackson. A Trade of Blood (Del Rey $29). 
Bennett continues to make genre-blending appear effortless in 
his stellar third Ana and Din novel,  a suspenseful whodunit set 
in an immersive and imaginative alternate world. The endear-
ing duo of Ana Dolabra, an eccentric genius, and her assistant, 
Imperial Investigator Din Kol, whose augmented abilities allow 
him to perfectly recall crime scenes, are tasked with probing a 
murder. The solution initially appears obvious: Castus Armenta, 
a member of a powerful family, was seen fleeing an inn covered 
in blood; the butchered corpse of his secret lover from a rival 
family, Zansay Burav, was then discovered within. But as the 
Burav clan cries for Castus’ head, Ana and Din’s examination of 
the murder site reveals anomalies, most notably that the victim 
herself seems to have deliberately staged some aspects of the 
scene after being attacked. For his part, Castus has no discern-
ible motive and no memory of what happened. The investigative 
scope widens as each of Castus’s three siblings also perish under 
odd circumstances. Meanwhile, an unexpected reunion unsettles 
Din, one of several complications in his personal life that could 
impact the inquiry. The case is as clever and fairly clued as ever, 
and it’s a pleasure to revisit these sharply drawn characters.  
\ Borman, Tracy. The House of Boleyn (Grove $29). Tudor 
historian and chief historian of Historic Royal Palaces Borman 
follows up on her authoritative nonfiction with a historical novel 
that weaves the dramatic history of the Boleyn family into a 
richly imagined tale of ambition, bloodlines, and the opulent and 
deadly court of Henry VIII that, Borman reports, casts dramatic 

new light on Tudor England’s most famous family through the 
lens of their beloved home, Hever Castle. 
Cameron, Marc. Backtrack (Kensington $30). On the deceptively 
calm waters of Alaska’s Inside Passage, a generations-old ven-
detta catches up to Deputy U.S. Marshal Arliss Cutter in a series 
heralded by CJ Box, Jack Carr, Mark Greaney, William Kent 
Krueger—and me. 
	 1977. D Wayne Cutter is a former U.S. Army Green 
Beret, part-time horseshoer, and a full-time Texas deputy sheriff 
with a second grandchild on the way when a quiet Sunday morn-
ing ends in murder and a manhunt. The theft of five million dol-
lars in diamonds from an armored truck leaves two guards dead, 
one outlaw tracked down and taken out by Cutter, and another, 
Ricky Lee Pink—two-hundred-forty pounds of teenage rage—
sentenced to life. The diamonds were never recovered. And Pinky 
never forgot that heist gone violently wrong. 2026. Following in 
the righteous footsteps of his late grandfather, Deputy U.S. Mar-
shal Arliss Cutter gets word that Pinky has been granted release. 
Nursing a grudge for decades, Pinky vows to avenge the murder 
of his criminal mentor and find the whereabouts of the stolen 
gems that he believes is a buried Cutter family secret. Boarding 
an Alaskan cruise ship, and joined by two miscreant cellmates 
and his pen pal girlfriend, Pinky aims for Anchorage—home to 
his ultimate target: everyone Arliss holds near and dear.  
Deaver, Jeffery. Deceptions (Putnam $32) is a volume of short 
stories by an ace of this form which he can sign when here with 
his new “Tracker” thriller November 16. 
\ Garmen, Emma. The Kindness of Strangers (Simon & Schuster 
$28). A classic homage to a Golden Age Classic mystery set in 
London, 1953, deserves a second mention. 
	  An  eclectic assortment of lodgers live in the old Victo-
rian house owned by the widow Mrs. Honor Wilson. Robbie, 32, 
loiters on the fringe of the literary world, but wishes for more. 
George, 25, an artist’s model and debutante, is pregnant, but she’s 
not sure by whom. Mina, 17, works at a local cinema, attends a 
local charm school, and is intent on a glamorous career or a rich 
husband, whichever comes first. And Saul, a refugee and poet 
in his 40s, handsome, well-dressed, Jewish, has never gotten 
over being separated from his family during the war, though that 
hasn’t stopped him from having an affair with Honor. The lodgers 
don’t realize it, but there is a reason Honor has selected each of 
them to live in her house. She knows their secrets (or thinks she 
does). Some of their secrets are from their past. Some of them 
are very much in their present. Few of them would look good in 
the open air. That is why it’s so disturbing when a young man 
named Jimmy Sullivan moves into the house with them and starts 
vigorously stirring the pot. Something must be done. And it is. 
Now the only thing that is clear is that the household will have 
to dispose of the body themselves. No one else must know. That 
doesn’t mean their troubles are over, however. Jimmy may be 
dead, but his past isn’t. Many surprises await. For you, too. 
Givhan, Jennifer. The Sleeping Sisters (Little Brown $30). An 
indigenous horror thriller, a New Mexico Gothic for fans of Ste-
phen Graham Jones, Jones, Sylvia Garcia-Moreno and T. King-
fisher earns these reviews: 
	 “House of Spirits meets The Wire in this marvelously 
strange story of murder and motherhood; a gloriously surreal 
novel in which magical realism meets police procedural. Jenn 
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Givhan twists your brain and leaves you looking at the world 
differently for a long time afterward. I have no idea how to 
describe what I just read, but it was really, really cool.”—T. 
Kingfisher 
	 Drawing on the unresolved West Mesa murders and the 
myth of the headless woman, the novel is grounded in Albuquer-
que with intelligence, specificity, and deep respect for place.  
	 “Jennifer Givhan’s The Sleeping Sisters is as brutal 
as it is beautiful. When teenage girls are found decapitated in 
Albuquerque, one mother begins to fear the violence haunting her 
community may be rooted in her own bloodline. What unfolds is 
part crime novel, part fever dream, part reckoning with inherited 
trauma and religious hypocrisy. Givhan writes with a raw, lyrical 
intensity most writers spend a lifetime trying to unlock, turning 
myth and memory into something sharp, unsettling, and, at times, 
devastating. This is a bold, haunting novel about generational 
violence and the women who refuse to stay buried.”
Kraus, Daniel. The Sixth Nix (Saga Press $30). Kraus reports on 
this galaxy spanning adventure: “I’ve made a nice, long career 
writing disturbing novels, but nothing I’ve ever written touches 
The Sixth Nix. This is me at my most unchained and deranged—
but hopefully, emotionally, and intellectually challenging too. 
It’s about a nine-year-old cultist who is raised to be brilliant for 
roughly three years before the tech in her brain drives her insane. 
She is assigned the task of boarding a ship made of living tissue 
to discover the fate of a colony of plague-ridden spacefarers. It is 
absolutely bonkers.” 
Lagercrantz, David. Post Mortem (Knopf $32) crafts an engross-
ing third whodunit for bipolar forensics professor Hans Rekke 
and policewoman Micaela Vargas to solve. In 2008 Stockholm, 
Micaela has become Hans’s tenant and begun to wonder if 
their complex relationship is developing romantic undertones. 
Then deputy police commissioner Rafael Corales visits Hans to 
discuss a cold case that’s been haunting him: in 1988, the corpse 
of 20-year-old writer Sandra Ramirez was found in Santander, 
Spain, her head inside the base of an oak tree she’d just published 
a short story about. When Hans reviews the evidence and notices 
a mark on Ramirez’s shoulder that reminds him of another 
unsolved case, he develops a theory that a serial killer was at 
work in late-’80s and early-’90s Europe. He ropes Micaela into 
his sleuthing, and Lagercrantz ratchets up the tension by paral-
leling their inquiry with chapters recounting the weeks before 
Ramirez’s death. Deepening his leads’ relationship while saddling 
them with an increasingly intricate mystery, Lagercrantz proves 
he’s a master of the sophisticated procedural.  
	 Some of you may remember the poor man visited The 
Pen in a very hot July event when he was writing the Elizabeth 
Salander Millennium series continuations. 
\ Lanchester, John. Look What You Made Me Do (WW Norton 
$31.99). I am a longtime fan of Lanchester and it’s been too long 
since we got one of his beautifully crafted novels that grab you 
and squeeze you to the inevitable end.  
	 Here is a terrifying story of a marriage wrecked by a 
popular TV series called “Cheating” that seems, inexplicably to a 
wife, to be based on her private life and couple’s private lan-
guage. But how? There is so much to unpack in this story that ups 
say Lisa Jewell or other masters of the British domestic thriller. 
In fact,  I so love this gem it is our August British Crime Club 
Pick: “A gleamingly accomplished black comedy. . . This inge-

nious whodunnit (and howdunnit) twists through a panorama of 
present-day London life. . . Lanchester winningly reactivates the 
sharp-eyed, keen-eared social satire that sizzled through Capi-
tal…. A superbly well-crafted and immensely funny novel.”— 
Literary Review 
Lloyd, Ellery. Time to Burn (Harper $30). This incredible thriller, 
the third zinger by Lloyd, is so complex I am not sure they 
(Lloyd is a married pair) were able to write their way out of the 
situation they created. You decide. I loved their first two novels:  
	 A time tourist goes rogue in this stunning sci-fi thriller 
from husband-and-wife duo Paul Vlitos and Collette Lyons, 
writing as Lloyd. Famous for her unflinching series about the 
Living Family, a communal “utopian community” founded by her 
father that ended in tragedy, documentarian Phoebe Hunt agrees 
to make a film about commercial time-travel innovator Inigo 
Frank only after he promises her full access and editorial control. 
Phoebe is filming a trip to the London Blitz with Inigo’s company 
when the excursion goes sideways: fellow attendee Harry Allen 
and his girlfriend return safely, but Harry’s son, Luke, is injured, 
and Luke’s new wife, Sasha, misses the aperture to the present, 
which can’t immediately reopen. Upon seeing Sasha’s picture, 
Phoebe realizes she was a former Living Family kid whom 
Phoebe bullied mercilessly. When reality starts to shift in the 
present, Phoebe suspects Sasha is responsible, and questions 
her endgame. The authors skillfully intercut Phoebe’s paranoid 
present-day experience with scenes following Sasha in 1941 
and excerpts from Phoebe’s series on the Living Family. Well-
wrought characters lend texture and emotional resonance to the 
intricate and diabolically clever plot. The one I’m not sure they 
knew how to finish.... 
	 Don’t miss their The Club ($17.99), a 2022 British 
Crime Club Pick, and The Final Act of Juliette Willoughby 
($18.99), both completely fabulous!
McAllister, Gillian. That Night (Harper $30). Siblings and se-
crets. Will three of them be torn apart by the cover-up of a death 
while on a family vacation in Italy? Here’s Frannie makings two 
urgent phone calls. One to her sister, and one to her brother. The 
siblings come running, and they find their sister covered in blood, 
kneeling over an unmoving body. There’s been an accident: 
Frannie has hit a man with her car, and she needs their help. They 
bury the body, and they make a promise. They’ll never tell any-
one. But when the police come calling, the siblings’ lies start to 
spiral. They begin to doubt their trust in each other. Because what 
really happened that night? And who will be the first to crack? 
	 “McAllister is the best at putting her characters in im-
possible situations and making her readers not only contemplate 
but feel what it would be like to find themselves in those situa-
tions.” — Emily Henry 
Minyoung, Kang, trans. by Shanna Tan. Plant Lady (Berkley 
$28). “This cozy, literary horror story, translated from the original 
Korean, is about a plant shop entrepreneur and former office 
worker. In addition to changing careers to something that makes 
her happiest, she helps change the lives of numerous female cus-
tomers. This novella germinates quietly, blossoming into a garden 
of vengeance.” It also says female rage is on the rise everywhere. 
Moriarty, Jaclyn. Time Travel for Beginners (Berkley, $30). 
“When Anna is offered a job at The Time Travel Agency, she 
expects to be promoting a scam. Instead, she finds friendly col-
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leagues and a rich life in many pasts, all for her choosing. This 
charming story about ordinary people features well-rounded 
characters, a touch of romantic tension, suspenseful danger, and 
a satisfying ending. The lessons about quantum physics are also 
surprisingly understandable. 
Moriarty, Liane. Big Little Truths (Crown $34) is a coming-of-
age romance set in 1949 Florida. In her first-ever sequel, Mori-
arty examines the complexities of modern women’s lives, shining 
light on shame and family secrets with wit and compassion.  
Moss, Natalie. The Night Hunter (Berkley $30). Two sisters 
reunite on a deadly South African safari in London-based Moss’ 
outstanding debut. When Danielle Johnson was 12, she and her 
younger sister, Grace, were attacked by a hyena outside their 
home in South Africa. Danielle fled and returned to find Grace 
alive, but with her left arm severely mauled. Decades later, 
Danielle works for a law firm while Grace has devoted herself to 
environmental activism, following in the footsteps of the girls’ 
recently deceased mother, Elizabeth, the former COO of a foun-
dation devoted to protecting rhinos from poachers. After Eliza-
beth’s death, the sisters have a tense reunion to discuss what to do 
with their isolated childhood home. To relieve the tension, they 
embark on a safari in a private game reserve, accompanied by 
Danielle’s boyfriend, Grace’s love interest, a friend of Danielle’s, 
and a guide. When one member of their group is stabbed to death 
by an unknown assailant, the sisters’ old rivalries flare as they try 
to determine if someone in their party is the killer. Moss plays 
scrupulously fair with readers and pulls few punches en route 
to a shocking but satisfying finale. Brutal and shrewd in equal 
measure, this scintillating closed-circle thriller. 
\ Nevin, EC. A Killer Plot (Zaffre UK $28). Nevin’s entertain-
ing sequel to A Novel Murder ($19) finds mystery writer Jane 
Hepburn heading to London for her friend Natasha Martez’s 
book launch at a prestigious bookshop. Though Jane is the author 
of eight novels featuring PI Sandra Baker, she can’t afford to 
leave her day job in insurance, so she hopes to use Natasha’s 
event as a networking opportunity—despite not knowing how to 
“network,” per se. Shortly after Jane arrives, however, she finds 
a dead woman in the bookshop’s basement. She teams up with 
Natasha and Daniel Thurston, a publicity assistant from Natasha’s 
publisher, to investigate, in hopes they can move faster than the 
police and stem the scandalous social media buzz swirling around 
Natasha. As they launch a parallel inquiry to that of Metropolitan 
Police DI Hawberry, the amateur sleuths parse a wide array of 
schemes, motives, and suspects, some of whom have ruthless 
literary ambitions of their own. Nevin fully develops even minor 
characters and peppers the action with witty dialogue, resulting in 
an entertaining cozy that doubles as a sharp satire of the publish-
ing industry.  
Quick, Matthew. Dad, Love, Me: A Memoir (Avid Reader Press 
$30). “With stunning honesty and insight, Matthew Quick shares 
his experience of growing up with an abusive parent now in the 
twilight of his life. “Quick gets personal, delivering a painfully 
wrought memoir that bravely explores parental abuse, the trap of 
alcoholism, lifesaving therapy, and the double-edged sword of 
literary success. I was moved by the depth of Quick’s candor and 
his impulse to share his story to help other ‘walking wounded’ 
sons of toxic fathers discover a pathway to forgiveness.” —Wally 
Lamb 

Rimmer, Kelly. The Story Keeper (Mira $30) follows a woman 
investigating the secrets of her family’s crumbling gothic estate. 
“In this compelling gothic novel set in Australia, recently di-
vorced 50-something Fiona buys her uncle’s decaying country 
estate with plans to refurbish it. But the locals fear the place is 
haunted. When Fiona discovers a novel that appears to be set in 
the house, it becomes a dual-timeline story, with chapters from 
the book woven into the narrative.” This is a well conceived story 
of deep secrets so think of Kate Morton here whose work I like, 
and miss. Paperback edition ($19.99). 
Smith, Miranda. Scary Movie Night (Random House $31) plays 
on the edges of the rising wave of Horror  with a themed birthday 
party opener. Tippi is ready for a fresh start. After breaking off 
her engagement to an increasingly demanding, controlling, and 
emotionally unstable man, she is newly inspired to do whatever it 
takes to put herself first. Plus, her thirty-fifth birthday is coming 
up: a perfect occasion to ring in this new era. Tippi’s friends see 
the opportunity, too, and lean into her love of horror films by 
throwing her a lavish theme party at a secluded mansion, where 
everyone dresses as characters from iconic scary movies. But 
Tippi’s attempts to enjoy the night are shattered when she starts 
receiving terrifying messages from her ex, Oliver, to expose a 
secret she was ready to take to the grave. At first, Tippi can’t be-
lieve her eyes. Oliver moved across the country after they broke 
up—he can’t have crashed her party. Could one of her friends 
have found out? But then her guests begin to disappear one by 
one....
Thors, Margret Ann. Freyja (Spiegel $28). “This is Iceland — 
with cold, dark sand beaches, a missing girl and a missing chunk 
of memory, and good helping of Icelandic folklore.” Unnur 
has secrets. A single mother to a beloved daughter, she lives a 
deliberately quiet life in Reykjavík, where she works at a bakery 
under an assumed last name. She has spent years pushing away 
haunting half remembrances of the last summer of her childhood, 
when her otherworldly friend Freyja disappeared from a black-
sand beach in the remote Dark Valley. Unnur’s safety—and her 
daughter’s—now hinges on discretion. Yet when her ex-husband 
returns to Iceland and brings with him a new girlfriend who 
seems to know more about Unnur than she’s letting on, Unnur 
may finally have to face the chilling possibility that she is 
responsible for her friend’s presumed death. “Thors beautifully 
evokes Iceland, with its cold winds, wave-battered cliffs, and 
mysterious folk tales. Gripping and heartfelt.”—Eowyn Ivey 
Yoon, Paul. Etna (Scribner $28). The #1 Indie Next Pick for 
August takes place in an unnamed mountainous country in an 
alternate present. It begins when the narrator, a shepherd mix 
raised happily on a coastal farm, is conscripted by a woman 
named Soojin, who can converse with dogs by reading their 
thoughts, and trained to sniff out land mines and disarm enemy 
soldiers for an American unit aiding their country’s war effort. 
The war ends a quarter of the way through the novel, with the 
dog’s country victorious but destroyed. Now almost five years old 
and fierce at 67 pounds, the dog wonders if, like the traumatized 
soldiers he fought alongside, he’s been forever changed by the 
horrors of combat. Hoping to recover his sense of self, he travels 
the country, losing track of the distance and time and avoiding 
bloodthirsty survivors who evoke those in Cormac McCarthy’s 
The Road. Eventually, he’s aided by a good-hearted man named 
Hong, who, with his partner, an unnamed doctor, make danger-
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ous supply runs to those attempting to rebuild. Not only does 
Yoon pull off a fresh take on well-worn Homeric themes and 
convincingly capture a dog’s perspective, but he offers subtle and 
resonant insights on the nature of faith, which might not always 
provide salvation but can be enough to keep people (and dogs) 
going.  
TWO KILLER ANTHOLOGIES
Mead, Tom/Gigi Pandian, eds. All the Crime in the World (Crip-
pen & Landru $22). Mead (The House at Devil’s Neck) and 
Pandian (The Library Game) exalt the puzzle-based mystery with 
this stellar anthology of 14 original short stories. The editors 
join forces for “The Problem of the Poison Garden,” a tantaliz-
ing whodunit set in the walled garden of a British country house, 
which brilliantly incorporates 21st-century technology into its 
solution. Paul Halter’s excellent “The Hanged Man’s Bride” toys 
with the “killer beyond the grave” trope as it details the execu-
tion of a man who appears to later kill the man responsible for 
his death, while Martin Edwards’s “Don’t Look Back” maintains 
remarkable tension as it tells the story of a baffling disappearance 
in reverse. Mead and Pandian spotlight authors whom read-
ers might associate with grittier crime fiction—including S.A. 
Cosby, whose “The Price of Money” smoothly blends his noirish 
instincts with this collection’s playful spirit—and introduce audi-
ences to the previously self-published author James Scott Byrn-
side, whose ingenious “The 4th Guest” is narrated by a murderer. 
The cleverness and variety on display will thrill fans of classic 
detective fiction. 
Yanique, Tiphanie/Richard Georges. Virgin Islands Noir (Akashic 
$17.95) 
In the introduction to the satisfying latest installment of Akashic’s 
regional noir series, the editors note that the Virgin Islands are 
“a place literally named for an innocence fearful of exploita-
tion.” Many of the stories draw on the islands’ complex geopo-
litical status as territories of both the U.S. and the U.K. Virgin 
Islanders “don’t fully control our borders and laws,” the editors 
write, noting that several entries revolve around “the invisible 
straining to become known and seen.” One of the strongest is 
Traci O’Dea’s “American Bully,” in which Janelle, who’s been 
gaslit for years by her brutish husband, Brentley, on the island of 
Tortola, searches for a way to escape his shadow. Her efforts to 
lead an independent life take a dark, surprising turn. Also of note 
is Cadwell Turnbull’s “The Vanishing at Neltjeberg,” which uses 
the story of a 25-year-old’s disappearance from a notorious beach 
on St. Thomas to highlight how the “pockets of invisible wealth” 
from island tourism worsen economic inequality for natives and 
create a “breeding ground for crime.” The broad scope—focusing 
on a region, rather than a city—makes this one of the best and 
most varied entries in the series. 
OUR AUGUST PAPERBACK PICKS
More paperback coverage to come in the Labor Day 
Booknews 
Benn, James R. A Bitter Wind ($19). The 20th chapter in this 
wonderful series opens on Christmas Day 1944: After his 
last mission put him in the tailspin of the Battle of the Bulge, 
Captain Billy Boyle is in southeast England at an airbase where 
the big bombers fly missions but hush-hush radio espionage is 
conducted in Operation Corona. It begins when Billy and his 

love, SOE’s Diana Seaton, go for a coastal walk so he can view 
the white cliffs of Dover. Instead they come upon the body of an 
American officer tumbled down a cliff. Accidental death? Billy’s 
gut says not. And he proves to be right. The local constabulary 
is territorial about the case but Billy is able to overrule them 
and bring in Kaz, the Polish baron who is so often his wingman. 
Then there’s another death. Eventually events take Billy from the 
RAF Hawkinge and the top-secret Operation Corona in Kent to 
war-ravaged Yugoslavia in order to find the answers surrounding 
the deaths of the two men. “Benn is a master at mixing WWII 
facts and fiction, and the action never stops. While the series is 
probably best appreciated when read in order, each book offers 
enough background to make it work as a stand-alone.””—Nancy 
Pearl.  
Katarina Bivald. The Woman Who Wouldn’t Die Quietly (Poi-
soned Pen $17.99). Swedish crime writer Berit Gardner investi-
gates the death of an influential gallery owner in Edgar winner 
Bivald’s excellent third outing for Berit after Just Another Dead 
Author ($17.99). 
	  After her grandmother dies, Berit heads from England 
to the tiny Swedish island of Ängsö to sort through the dead 
woman’s belongings. She’s joined by her friend, DCI Ian Ahmed 
of the Devon and Cornwall police, who needs a quiet place to re-
cuperate from a broken leg. Ian is surprised when world-famous 
gallery owner Margrethe Cullenberg-Franzén invites him and 
Berit to her intimate 80th birthday dinner on a nearby island in 
the Stockholm archipelago. When the pair arrives, the atmosphere 
is tense, with barbs flying back and forth across the dinner table. 
Eventually, the imperious Margrethe storms out of the house, 
and is later found at the bottom of a nearby cliff. Swedish police 
believe her fall was an accident, but based on the mood at dinner, 
Berit and Ian suspect foul play. Bivald excels at surprise and 
misdirection, and she buttresses those mystery fundamentals with 
a psychologically complex lead and intoxicating Scandinavian 
atmosphere. This sophisticated cozy plays all the right notes. 
Cañas, Isabel. The Possession of Alba Diaz ($20) is another of 
Cañas’ gorgeous and gory tale of possession in a Gothic tour de 
force. In 1765, plague sweeps through Zacatecas. Alba flees with 
her wealthy merchant parents and fiancé, Carlos, to his family’s 
isolated mining village Mina San Gabriel for refuge. But safety 
proves fleeting as other dangers soon bare their teeth: Alba begins 
suffering from strange hallucinations, sleepwalking, and violent 
convulsions. She senses something cold lurking beneath her skin. 
Something angry. Carlos’s cousin Elías is newly arrived from 
Spain, hoping to make a quick fortune off the family’s silver 
mine. Alba, as his cousin’s betrothed, is none of his business. 
But when Alba attempts to kill him during one of her mysterious 
episodes, Elías recognizes the signs of demonic possession 
and sets out to help her. In the fight for her life, Alba and Elías 
become entangled with the occult, the Church, long-kept secrets, 
and each other…. We are fans of Cañas’ groundbreaking work 
combining suspense with themes like colonialism, romance, and 
possession in various forms: The Hacienda ($19) , her first, and 
The Vampires of El Norte ($20).  
\ Cleeves, Ann. The Killing Stones ($19). Jimmy Perez, 
longtime cop in the books and of TV’s Shetlands, moves south 
after several years relocated from Lerwick and, overcoming his 
grief at the murder of his former partner Fran, though he’ll never 
forget her, is now the father of a son, James, with Willow Reeve 
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who is actually his boss in policing the islands, and shares time 
with Cassie, Fran’s daughter, with her biological father who 
remains in Shetland. Willow is heavily pregnant with the couple’s 
new child and the Christmas holidays, and winter weather, 
complicate the investigation of the murder of Archie Stout of 
Westray, Jimmy’s long time, somewhat combustible, friend. 
Westray is the scene of an important Neolithic archaeology 
site and Archie has been killed with one of its two story stones, 
important for their Neolithic script overwritten with Viking 
runes—kind of like miniature Rosetta Stones. Jimmy has an 
obvious conflict of interest and is indeed so close to the case he 
has trouble remaining objective, so he and Willow negotiate who 
is investigating what. A large cast of family and suspects and two 
further murders pull you through to the surprising conclusion of 
their investigation. Look for a new Cleeves featuring Devon’s 
Matthew Venn soon in September. 
Carter, Ally. The Blonde Who Came in from the Cold ($18.99). 
“Two former covert agents wake up handcuffed in a shed, then 
start a globe-trotting trip down memory lane as they escape and 
try to figure out who’s behind it all and what they want. This fast-
paced, bantery rivals-to-lovers, second-chance adventure works 
as a sequel and companion to The Blonde Identity ($17.99) which 
we recommend highly as a series start for Carter’s heady cocktail 
of danger, spies, and lively romance.” It’s fast, funny, and a 
welcome addition to the spy genre. 
Dickerman, Laura. Hot Desk ($19). “Part romance, part comedy, 
part multi-generational story of women in publishing, this was a 
fun and engaging read. Light and humorous, but also touching on 
themes of gender and power in the workplace.” If you like The 
Devil Wears Prada then this is an insightful and fun book to read 
set in a different but no less scary industry beset with some men 
and women of serious power. I recall accidentally getting into the 
elevator in one publishing house where a senior editor refused to 
have anyone with him in the car. Yikes! 
Hawk, Shane. Back for Blood: Never Whistle at Night Part 2 
(Knopf $20). The bestselling Indigenous dark fiction anthology 
returns with a new selection of even more daring and sinister 
stories. From monsters to mutilation, Never Whistle at Night is 
back for revenge featuring stories by: Jessica Doe • P.C. Verrone 
• Theodore C. Van Alst Jr. • Jim Terry • Jessica Johns • A.J. Ever-
sole • Sonia Marie Barry • Shane Hawk • Stephen Graham Jones 
• Alicia Elliott • Mat RudeWalker • Shaawan Francis Keahna • 
Billy-Ray Belcourt • Jake Arrowtop • Alina Pete • Debra Magpie 
Earling • Joshua Whitehead • Tommy Orange • Ramona Emerson 
• Erica Tremblay • Kimberly Blaeser. 
\ Herron, Mick. Clown Town ($19.95). Slow horse River 
Cartwright is waiting to be passed fit for work. With time to 
kill, and with his grandfather—a legendary former spy—long 
dead, River investigates the secrets of the old man’s library, and 
a mysteriously missing book. Regent’s Park’s First Desk, Diana 
Taverner, doesn’t appreciate threats. So when those involved in 
a covert operation during the height of the Troubles threaten to 
expose the ugly side of state security, Taverner turns blackmail 
into opportunity. Over at Slough House, the repository for failed 
spies, Catherine Standish just wants everyone to play nice. But as 
far as Jackson Lamb is concerned, the slow horses should all be 
at their desks. when Taverner starts plotting mischief people get 
hurt, and Lamb has no plans to send in the clowns. On the other 

hand, if the clowns ignore his instructions and fool around, any 
harm that befalls them is hardly his fault. But they’re his clowns 
so when Taverner starts plotting mischief people get hurt, and 
Lamb has no plans to send in the clowns. On the other hand, if 
the clowns ignore his instructions and fool around, any harm that 
befalls them is hardly his fault.  
Lowell, Ryan. Freight (Little Brown $18.99). A noir debut, the 
story of a heist going off the road—and I like the Canadian bor-
der setting—will evoke some memories from CJ Box readers, is 
a “full-throttle story about the underworld of trucking that—with 
absolute gritty authority and a misfit cast of characters—tours 
you through the truck stops, warehouses, rest areas, and roach 
motels that line the dark maze of interstate corridors. This book is 
so lowdown and dirty, your fingers will come away stained with 
blood and motor grease. I loved every page.”—Benjamin Percy. 
Crime Reads adds, “This exceptional debut is the perfect balance 
of voice and propulsion: a barreling forward, momentum-driven 
plot that never scrimps on finding the pieces of humanity that 
make up its sprawling cast. In Freight, a semi-truck is headed 
toward the US-Canadian border, and as it moves, we meet the 
many, many people who seem to be involved in a plot to capture 
it. Freight has all the markers of classic noir along with a very 
contemporary sensibility about American crime.” 
McCloskey, David. The Persian ($19.99). Former agent 
McCloskey is alone writing about Iran at the moment, and he 
does it brilliantly. Here Kamran Esfahani, a dentist living out 
a dreary existence in Stockholm, agrees to spy for the Mossad 
after he’s recruited by Arik Glitzman, the chief of a clandestine 
unit tasked with running targeted assassinations and sabotage 
inside Iran. At Glitzman’s direction, Kam returns to his native 
Tehran and opens a dental practice there, using it as a cover for 
the Israeli intelligence agency. Kam proves to be a skillful asset, 
quietly earning money helping Glitzman smuggle weapons, 
run surveillance, and conduct kidnappings. But when Kam tries 
to recruit an Iranian widow seeking to avenge the death of her 
husband at the hands of the Mossad, the operation goes terribly 
wrong, landing him in prison under the watchful eye of a sadistic 
officer whom he knows only as the “General.” And now, after 
enduring three years of torture in captivity, Kamran Esfahani 
sits in an interrogation room across from the General, preparing 
to write his final confession. Kam knows it is too late to save 
himself. But he has managed to keep one secret—only one—and 
he just might be able to save it. 
\ Osman, Richard. The Impossible Fortune ($20) “features the 
same sort of sly humor and thrillerish components that make the 
other novels hum along: a car bomb, a missing person, a possi-
bly unopenable safe, an unscrupulous aristocrat, some excellent 
sleuthing by octogenarians whose ages cause others to underes-
timate them. But Osman’s fans know that there’s more to it than 
that. . . . Tucked inside the crowd-pleasing plots are themes of 
grief, loss, friendship, the renegotiated relationships between 
parents and their adult children, and the indignities and sorrows 
of old age.” —Sarah Lyall, The New York Times 
Ryan, Hank Phillippi. All This Could Be Yours ($19). Debut 
author sensation Tessa Calloway is on a whirlwind book tour for 
her instant bestseller, All This Could Be Yours. Booked into a 
different city every night, Tessa receives standing ovations from 
adoring fans while her husband Henry and their two children 
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cheer her on back home from their brand-new dream house. But 
there’s a chilling problem with Tessa’s triumphant book tour—
she soon discovers she is being stalked by someone in every 
crowd asking personal questions. Is someone obsessed not only 
with sabotaging her career, but also with destroying her perfect 
family back home? Secrets have a way of coming out….  Spoiler, 
Henry really is a good guy 
\ Smith, Sally. A Case of Mice and Murder ($18.99).  How I 
love this debut, winner of the 2026 British Book Award, crime 
& thriller, and also Named a Best Book of the Year by The Wall 
Street Journal, Library Journal, and Christian Science Monitor 
.In this delightful mystery set in 1901 and pleasurably steeped in 
the politics, philosophies, and social mores of turn-of-the-century 
England, barrister Gabriel Ward turns detective when one of his 
colleagues is murdered in the law-focused world of London’s In-
ner Temple. “Veteran British barrister Smith uses her knowledge 
of London’s centuries-old legal establishment, the Inns of Court, 
to create a delightfully old-fashioned mystery introducing a reluc-
tant sleuth, barrister Sir Gabriel Ward!” —The Washington Post 
“A charming mix between Agatha Christie and Rumpole of the 
Bailey . . . [which] exquisitely opens the door for readers on the 
history and traditions of the Inns and legal world.” —The Times. 
A key thing to keep in mind is that the Temples have an ancient 
privilege status, meaning that the police have no power to enter 
and investigate, leaving Sir Gabriel to cooperate or work on his 
own to solve the murder of the Lord Chief Justice. Also there’s 
a nifty copyright case involving a beloved children’s  book he is 
working on.       
Sullivan, Archer. The Witch’s Orchard ($18) was a 2025 First 
Mystery Club Pick and picked up a Shamus Award Finalist for 
Best First P.I. Novel.  I recommend it to the fans of Sharyn Mc-
Crumb’s Appalachian mystery series.  
	 Former Air Force special investigator Annie Gore joined 
the military right after high school to escape the fraught homelife 
of her childhood. Now, she’s getting by as a private investigator, 
and her latest case takes her to an Appalachian holler not unlike 
the one where she grew up. Ten years ago, three little girls went 
missing from their tiny mountain town. While one was returned, 
the others were never seen again. After all this time without 
answers, the brother of one of the girls wants to hire an outsider, 
and he wants Annie. While she may not be from his town, she 
gets mountain towns. Mountain people. Driving back into the 
hills for a case this old—it might be a fool’s errand. But Annie 
needs to put money in the bank and she can’t turn down a case. 
Not even one that dredges up her own painful past. In the shadow 
of the Blue Ridge, Annie begins to track down the truth, navigat-
ing a decade’s worth of secrets, folklore of witches and crows, 
and a whole town that prefers to forget. For her new novel see 
Signed Books above. 
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