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AN AWESOME AUGUST PART II 
Store Hours

M-F 10 AM-7 PM Sat 10 AM-6 PM Sun 12-5 PM
Note: The events marked “Live” offer Signed books. The virtual events do so when noted

Watch these virtual events on Facebook Live or on our YouTube channel and any time thereafter  
at a time that suits you. You don’t have to belong to Facebook to click in.  

You also can listen to our Podcasts on Google Music, iTunes, Spotify, and other popular podcast sites.

TUESDAY AUGUST 18 7:00 PM Live Event 
William Kent Krueger discusses God’s Country (Atria $28) 
Cork O’Connor #22 takes him into the beautiful Boundary Waters 
where at least one bad actor has no boundaries
WEDNESDAY AUGUST 19 7:00 PM Live Event 
Britain’s Natasha Pulley discusses The Salt King (Bloomsbury 
$29.99) 
Expect a multi-genre marvel, a concoction that’s equal parts ad-
venture tale, tender-hearted romance, and apocalyptic vision. 
THURSDAY AUGUST 20 5:00 PM Virtual Event 
Brazil’s bestseller Raphael Montes discusses The Secret Dinner 
(Celadon Books $27.99) 
This is a darkly funny book, verging into Horror 
Signed books available
THURSDAY AUGUST 20 7:00 PM Live Event 
Whitney Clark is our host 
Liv Constantine discusses Promise Me Never (Random House 
$31) 
The author of The Next Mrs. Parrish spins a twisty domestic 
thriller about a woman who becomes embroiled in the mystery of 
her husband’s deceased first wife
FRIDAY AUGUST 21 7:00 PM Live and Virtual Event in our 
Annex 
SciFi Friday discusses Emily Tesh’s The Incandescent ($18.99)
FRIDAY AUGUST 21 7:00 PM Live Ticketed Event 
Tara DeWitt is our host 
Liana de la Rosa discusses Mutual Discord (Berkley $20) 
Tickets: $22 + one copy of her book 
Location: The Poisoned Pen 
DeWitt will sign her August romance Lost and Found (St Martins 
$19)
SATURDAY AUGUST 22 11:00 AM Live Event 
The Cookbook Club discusses Alison Romans’ Something from 
Nothing ($37.99) 
You are encouraged to bring a recipe from the book to share

MONDAY AUGUST 24 4:00 PM Virtual Book Launch 
Harlan Coben discusses Plot Twist (Grand Central $32) 
 “For aspiring writers, Harlan’s advice, stories, and anecdotes 
are wise, proven, and valuable. For published authors, his book 
evokes memories of what it was like back then. It’s a romp, a riot, 
and a joy to read.” —John Grisham 
A memoir and his writing process and insights rolled into one 
Bonus: Preorder now and be entered into a Grand Prize drawing: 
Leather legal pad portfolio (value $100) and large Featherlight 
Backpack (value $118)
MONDAY AUGUST 24 6:00 PM Virtual Book Launch 
Will Thomas discusses For Services Rendered (St Martins $29) 
Victorian sleuths Barker and Llewellyn are on a case involving 
China and Dr. Sun Yat Sen in London in a manner not unlike 
Holmes and Watson
THURSDAY AUGUST 24 7:00 PM Live Event 
Hardboiled Crime Club discusses Raoul Whitfield’s Green Ice 
($12.99)
TUESDAY AUGUST 25 7:00 PM Live Event 
British bestseller Tim Sullivan discusses The Tailor: A DS 
George Cross Mystery (Grove $27) and the entire series includ-
ing our September British Crime Club Pick The Bookseller 
(Grove $27), #7 in the Cross Series and hugely reminiscent of the 
bibliomysteries of the late John Dunning
WEDNESDAY AUGUST  26 5:00 PM Virtual Event 
Canadian Linwood Barclay discusses Not a Word (Harper $30) 
 Newly unemployed journalist Reece Chartwell returns to his 
family home outside of Toronto to find two dead bodies in his 
parents’ bedroom:
WEDNESDAY AUGUST 26 7:00 PM Live Event 
Editor Keith Kahla is our host 
Jennifer Hillier discusses Heart of Glass (St Martins $29) 
And they will discuss how an author works with an editor and the 
effect on both careers 
Bonus: Our copies each come with a booklet of Herrera short 
stories titled Welcome to Seaside

Note that we have opened a YouTube channel just for John Charles’ many author interviews, most of which do not appear in our 
regular calendar but are supplemental and varied. Watch at your leisure.

http://www.facebook.com/thepoisonedpenbookstore/live
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTbRuLNmD8EhT4WrGGMVW-w
https://poisonedpen.podbean.com/
https://play.google.com/music/listen?u=0#/ps/Ipbxmcq7cmuxwh4tmrtkz2n7r4y
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/poisoned-pen-podcast/id1470872504
https://open.spotify.com/show/2DcVsXZSSKfIdUsLgxCoY6
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/DFe05H_njq6J_n6SNNZkzQ
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/H4Xn4e03TBmWaRWqj8swiw
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/f9p-FNF8Slq-s7N4TfTqEQ
http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9780593875230
https://email.onetotem.com/email_marketing_click.html?x=a62e&co=GS&lc=PH9&mc=M&s=DjE&u=W&z=kTGZ6wB&
http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9798217188307
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/SyGXNAEMKjWIf6MIqSfI_w
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/MWp_c1qAP1xSthZ1OXD3MQ
https://email.onetotem.com/email_marketing_click.html?x=a62e&co=GS&lc=PHW&mc=M&s=DjE&u=W&z=kzfwCAn&
https://email.onetotem.com/email_marketing_click.html?x=a62e&co=GS&lc=PHW&mc=M&s=DjE&u=W&z=kzfwCAn&
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/1iqMaW6srnNOfu2FJewWdg
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/YKiYC4xvYxtxNlMqhOfjc45cgU?domain=leatherology.com
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/qIBJC5yw1yf1m652uOh5ckbutB?domain=awaytravel.com
http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9781250343659
https://email.onetotem.com/email_marketing_click.html?x=a62e&co=GS&lc=PHU&mc=M&s=DjE&u=W&z=kzQYVON&
http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9780802167149
http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9780802167149
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/wLu_br6H3tU_qkHY3AkjbQ
http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9780063276383
http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9781250763181
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLPrYgWDhBBEahpr40G3u6eAe6mNBbxhF3
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THURSDAY AUGUST 27 7:00 PM Live Event 
Host: Her publisher Gracie Doyle 
Tess Gerritsen discusses The Shadow Friends (Thomas & Mer-
cer $28.99) 
“I love these spies who come out of retirement when an assassin 
strikes in their small town of Purity, Maine. Could spies be any 
more fun? Travel, tension, and twists—great entertainment!” —
Shari Lapena
MONDAY AUGUST 31 7:00 PM Live Book Launch 
Jack Stewart discusses Tom Clancy Pressure Depth (Penguin 
$32) 
A Jack Ryan, Jr., mission that begins in the Pacific near Indonesia 
and involves deep sea diving, Russian legacies and Chinese bad 
actors. One of the best thrillers I have read this year
TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 1 1:00 PM Virtual Book Launch 
Britain’s Jance Hallett discusses The Silent Appeal (Atria $30) 
Signed UK Edition: The Silent Appeal (Viper $46) 
This is a follow up to her bestselling debut novel The Appeal 
($20), featuring the Fairway Players as they put on Agatha Chris-
tie’s play The Hollow and find themselves embroiled in murder, 
blackmail, and betrayal once again.
TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 1 7:00 PM Live Book Launch 
James R. Benn discusses The Ninth Circle (Soho $29.95) 
Billy Boyle is sent to solve a murder and submarine espionage in 
Cuba where he runs into Ian Fleming and the Duke and Duchess 
of Windsor among others
TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 2 5:00 PM Virtual Event 
Jennifer Ghivan discusses The Sleeping Sisters (Little Brown 
$30) 
Southwestern, mostly NM, horror 
New Mexico is increasing in popularity: it currently ranks in the 
top third of U.S. states for tourism, there’s a lot of really interest-
ing Native American culture and great food there, and it’s not all 
in Santa Fe and Taos.”

THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 3 5:00 PM Virtual Event 
JT Ellison discusses You Know Why (Thomas & Mercer $28.99) 
Jennifer Herrera discusses Siren Says (Putnam $32) 
Signed books available for both authors
THURSDAY SEPTEMB ER 3 6:30 PM Virtual Event 
Emiko Jean discusses Before You Were Anne (Simon Schuster 
$29) 
Signed books available
SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 5 4:00 PM Live Book Launch 
Laurie R. King discusses Those Who Are Gone (Random House 
$30) 
Raquel Laing #2 
MONDAY SEPTEMBER 7  
Closed for Labor Day
TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 8 7:00 PM Live Event 
With Creepy Book Club Hosts Emily and Ashley 
Bonus: Some Advance Reading Copies giveaways 
Lucinda Berry discusses Saving Noah (Poisoned Pen $19.99 
Deluxe Edition) 
Emma C. Wells discusses We Already Dug the Grave (Poisoned 
Pen $18.99)
THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 10 7:00 PM Live Event 
Nina Simon discusses My Sister Is Going to Kill Me (Harper 
$30) 
Two very different sisters join a rafting trip down the Colorado 
through the Grand Canyon with murderous results

SUBSCRIPTION CLUB PICKS FOR AUGUST
July started a new membership six-months cycle. Cozy Crimes and Historical Paperback get a free reading copy of a 

forthcoming book. Other clubs get a credit. 
We select a book and charge it to you. Free shipping to US Customers. 

It’s a Book in a Box treat each month. We do ask that you sign up for a minimum of 3 months.  
To join, gift, or request information please email sales@poisonedpen.com

British Crime Club One Unsigned hardcover or paperback per 
month  
Lanchester, John. Look What You Made Me Do 
Cozy Crimes Club One Unsigned hardcover or paperback per 
month  
NEW: Godfrey, SC.  The Enigma Challenge
Crime Collectors Club Book of the Month Club One Signed 
First Printing per month  
Bohjalian, Chris. The Amateur 
First Mystery Club One Signed First Printing per month  
Vazquez, VA. The Death Row Club  

Hardboiled/Noir Club One Signed or unsigned hardcover or 
paperback per month  
Pelecanos, George. The Blue Flame  
Historical Fiction Club One First Printing per month   
Westbury, Kate. The Oxford Guide to Scandal and Lies 
Historical Fiction Paperback Club One Unsigned paperback 
per month  
David, Arvind Ethan. The Great Game 
Notable New Fiction Club One Signed First Printing per month  
Harmel, Kristin. Meet Me in Paris 
Romance and Relationships Club One unsigned hardcover or 
paperback per month  
Lee, Susan. See You at the Sunset

http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9781662533419
http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9798217183166
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/gQpiPqSJBXg0G27EEQDbMw
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/Rc_a49W8Qkehn23T68qvmA
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/rPCoGQ_-yAWot_e7MEQdDQ
http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9781641297486
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/2-gUryvjjJ-D6B-jOnTSYg
http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9781662535925
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/ZoOPMvNQhqY91kI8143jGg
http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9781668023969
http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9780593874011
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/-Az7-_ID4T9XcnmVP722oQ
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/-Az7-_ID4T8k7RRSB9NkbA
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/1sM1NJwkMQfuo-2hiYcLEQ
mailto:sales@poisonedpen.com
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/GFQL6zLHMTP2FKPFxfp8Ww
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/Y10lLSQ5wzNmkaqyVVLeZw
http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9780385551298
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/DFe05H_njq5dPGqri8QVmw
http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9781538779101
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/f9p-FNF8Sloz8SGUkWfCfg
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/NOOZpsDSEgvKpuARgFdinQ
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/gQpiPqSJBXg8k3mp2EQMZw
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/44euZQqJnHIWoT04ixJgpQ
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Benn, James R. The Ninth Circle (Soho $29.95). Signed here 
prepublication on September 1. 
	  We have been fans, and selling Signed copies, of the 
Billy Boyle World II series since the very first one in 2013. 
And here we are now up to January, 1945, and a mission for the 
Army Captain in a new war theater: Cuba. Cuba declared war on 
Germany almost in sync with the US and has witnessed much 
activity in the Atlantic. While Billy and his bagman Lt. Piotr 
Kazimierz, actually a Polish count serving the Allies, hope for 
a rum-fueled holiday in Havana, they are immediately thrust 
into the murder of a Navy Intelligence officer. The pace picks up 
when the Cuban taxi driver providing info is also killed. What 
did Hector Diaz know? To find out our men in Havana team up 
with the British Legation which connects them to Lt. Commander 
Ian Fleming. Joint inquiry leads further to US gangster Meyer 
Lansky who has been and will be helping the war effort. But what 
top secret action is at stake here? On they go in a crazy caper 
involving irregular warfare by Hemingway’s anti-fascist “Crook 
Factory”… and  the Duke and Duchess of Windsor on post in the 
Bahamas.  
	 All the Billy Boyles are in print and we recommend you 
order and read them in order after you dive into this one if you 
are new to the series. Each one takes you to a new destination 
and new allies and enemies. It’s brilliant history as well as well 
plotted mystery. 
Berry, Lucinda. Saving Noah (Poisoned Pen $19.99). Signed here 
September 8 with the Creepy Book Club Cofounders. 
	 Noah is the boy everyone admires—an honor student, 
a champion swimmer, a hometown success story. Until he 
confesses to sexually abusing young girls during swim practice. 
In a single moment, his future evaporates, and his family 
shoulders the fallout. After eighteen months in a juvenile sexual 
rehabilitation center, Noah returns home. But the town recoils, 
and his father refuses to let him back into their family’s life. 
Noah’s mom, Adrianne, is forced into an impossible role: the 
mother of a child no one believes deserves saving. This is a very 
difficult book to read and one that asks, if you weather it, what 
choices would you make as both a mother and a father? I don’t 
like the twist at the end, it’s unnecessary if bitterly ironic. 
Ghivan, Jennifer. The Sleeping Sisters (Little Brown $30). This 
much praised novel is our September Notable New Fiction 
Pick: “Givhan’s lovely prose brings incisive introspection to 
this pulse-pounding mystery with a mythic twist. Readers across 
genres will be enthralled.”Virtual event September 2 5:00 PM. 
	  Part page-turning thriller, part lyrical reimagining of 
Aztec goddess Cōātlīcue, this gripping tale explores motherhood, 
trauma, and women’s place in the world. Twenty years before the 
novel’s start, Fortuna Miércoles was abducted by a serial killer 
known as the Reaper and narrowly escaped becoming his next 
victim. Trauma from this attack has haunted her and fractured her 
memories ever since. When she wins the lottery, it should be the 
beginning of a new life for her and her family: they move into a 
grand new house and send the children to a fancy private school. 
Then killings that mimic the Reaper’s m.o. crop up, with a body 
found in Fortuna’s own backyard, and she’s thrust into an inves-
tigation that could unravel her carefully constructed life. Det. 

Jeanette Palacio is determined to identify the killer, especially as 
her cousins were two of the earlier victims, and they continue to 
literally haunt her. She sets her sights on Fortuna, who’s nervous, 
desperate, and clearly hiding something—even if that secret turns 
out to be far stranger than murder. 
Godfrey, SC.  The Enigma Challenge (Viking $30). This is God-
frey’s shift into adult crime fiction and billed as a thriller, but in 
truth it’s much more of a traditional mystery filled with puzzles 
and travel and while not classically a cozy, really works as one so 
it is our August Cozy Crimes Pick as we don’t have a Tradi-
tional Mystery Club as such (although we could). Club members, 
never fear, we have a classic American fall-themed cozy for you 
in September but for August I like the travel—Spain, Paris, and 
more—in Godfrey’s crime debut. 
	 Solitary, scholarly Zoe Wilder is studying ciphers used 
in literature at a California university when she embarks upon 
a cryptology conference in Madrid for research. And there she 
encounters the Enigma Challenge, an infamous, clandestine com-
petition with impossibly high stakes—losers have their lives digi-
tally erased forever, no coming back. Zoe enters but is quickly 
over her head. Enter mysterious hacker Dane Seaver insisting 
they team up. He’s a past winner of two of the annual challenges. 
Six days, five puzzles, three countries, numerous rivals, $12M on 
the line, who will win, and what?  
	 A puzzle-hungry academic and an ass-kicking cryptolo-
gist vie for $12 million—and each other’s hearts… This is what 
you’d get if a Dan Brown novel was rewritten by Emily Henry.” 
I think the Dan Brown reference is exaggerated, it’s more like 
Danielle Trussoni’s puzzle box novels. 
Herrera, Jennifer. Siren Says (Putnam $32). “Siren Says is–
literally–gripping from the first page. It reaches out and grabs 
you by the throat, and you realize it isn’t going to let go. It’s 
mysterious, beautiful, and enchanting in the true and sinister 
sense of the word. You have been warned!” —Diana Gabaldon 
on this sumptuous escape into a world of Celtic spirits and 
botanical magic
 	 Twenty-five-year-old Raven Wynn knows that the 
ancient plant magic running through her veins brings nothing but 
destruction. It doomed her Welsh ancestors. It killed her mother. 
It’s the reason she’s now bound by a painful curse—one that 
will destroy her if she can’t find a way to break its hold. When 
her estranged Aunt Delilah bursts into her life promising a cure, 
Raven seizes the chance. However, her freedom comes at a steep 
price: Once her magic is fully unleashed, she is more powerful—
and more dangerous—than anyone thought possible. Desperate to 
tame powers she never wanted, Raven makes a pact with Delilah: 
In exchange for learning to control her magic, Raven will capture 
one of the spirits that roam Delilah’s hometown on May’s Eve 
so that it may grant Delilah’s secret wish. With the help of 
an enigmatic new friend, Cherry, as well as an infuriatingly 
handsome stoneworker, Idris, Raven learns that her task is even 
more perilous than she imagined—one false move and the spirits 
could trap her soul—forever. 

SOME SIGNED BOOKS FOR EARLY SEPTEMBER 
A note here: All of our Signed Hardcover books are first printings 

http://store.poisonedpen.com/?q=h.ts&opt=kw&tsf=y&so=oh&qs=9781641297486
https://store.poisonedpen.com/browse/filter/t/billy%20boyle%20WWII%20mystery/k/keyword
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/-Az7-_ID4T9XcnmVP722oQ
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/2-gUryvjjJ-D6B-jOnTSYg
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/Y10lLSQ5wzNmkaqyVVLeZw
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/ZoOPMvNQhqY91kI8143jGg
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\ Hallett, Janice. The Silent Appeal (Viper $46). This is a follow 
up to her bestselling debut novel The Appeal ($20). Unsigned US 
edition on sale September 1. 
	 In Hallett’s sly full-length return to the British vil-
lage of Lower Lockwood, rookie attorneys Charlotte Holroyd 
and Femi Hassan gather evidence for an appeal on behalf of 
someone accused of another murder connected to the Fairway 
Players drama society. Digging through a mountain of emails, 
texts, and online chats to better understand the case, the attorneys 
piece together the Fairway Players’ clashing personalities and 
petty power struggles—namely the conflict between housewife 
Sarah-Jane and her sister, Nicky-Rose Dearing, a talented director 
who abruptly abandoned her career before being welcomed to 
Lower Lockwood a little too warmly by Sarah-Jane’s husband, 
Kevin MacDonald. As the players mount a production of Ag-
atha Christie’s The Hollow, Hallett presents a parade of possible 
victims and villains (readers don’t know who died or who killed 
them), including recently acquitted murder suspect Issy Beck, 
lonely workaholic Fran Elroy-Jones, and shady new actor Lucas 
Stibson. Eventually, egos clash, affairs ramp up, and Charlotte 
and Femi struggle to separate genuine clues from red herrings. 
Though Hallett’s epistolary structure has lost some of its fresh-
ness, she deploys it in service of a mystery as clever as any Dame 
Agatha ever devised. Unsigned US edition: The Silent Appeal 
(Atria $30) 
Jean, Emiko. Before You Were Anne (Simon Schuster $29). 
Married, pregnant, and thriving in her career, Detective Chelsey 
Calhoun’s life finally feels whole despite questions about 
her adoption as a child, until an explosive new case shatters 
everything. The murder victim called herself Anne Walker. But 
she was born Rika Takahashi, and her journey from a remote 
Japanese farm to suburban Seattle conceals decades of deception. 
Across Tokyo’s shadowed underworld, an isolated Idaho town, 
and years of carefully constructed lies, Rika reinvented herself 
at every turn. But she was always running.... Jean smoothly 
toggles between the perspectives of Rika, Naomi, and Chelsey, 
fleshing out each woman’s perspective as the complicated plot 
shifts into high gear. It’s an exhilarating thriller with a strong 
emotional current. This is a gripping story of striving, trauma, 
and straddling two cultures. 
King, Laurie R. Those Who Are Gone (Random House $30). 
Book launch September 5 4:00 PM. On sale September 8. Note: 
King returns in February with Mary Russell’s Ghosts ($30), 13 
stories—one featuring me. And she reports she is writing Russell 
#20. “It opens in a blizzard, with Russell and Holmes stuck in 
their Sussex Downs home with some rather dodgy characters.”  
	 King brings back San Francisco Homicide Inspector 
Raquel Laing introduced in Back to the Garden ($18) and one 
of my favorite mysteries by King, delving back 50 years into the 
history behind an historic garden down the peninsula. Now a new 
challenge arises when the homicide of a drug dealer in a deserted 
corner of San Francisco spirals, Rachel takes some shortcuts, and 
is moved to the Cold Case unit under her friend and mentor Al 
Hawkin. Meanwhile her adoptive sister Dee, a sufferer of extreme 
agoraphobia who works from home as a researcher/investigator 
for an international clientele, can’t resist the lure of submitting 
DNA to an ancestry site. What she learns throws the sisters into 
turmoil and spurs Rachel to use her time in Cold Case to research 
her own traumatic past before her adoption by the Laings. But 

surprise—could Rachel and Dee have an unexpected tie?  
	 In fiction as in life, information gleaned from ancestry 
sites can throw a curve ball into relationships.
 Lauren, Christina. The Romance Revival (Gallery Books $29). 
This was signed here August 17 but I missed presenting it to you. 
And now I do:
 Martín tells everyone, including her husband, Luca, that she 
works on surgical lasers. However, the missed plans, late nights, 
and unwavering focus on work are actually due to her key role 
in developing revolutionary medical tools that help identify and 
treat injury and illness. But the secrets don’t end there. Not even 
her bosses at BioNEX know that Emery and her team have been 
working on a technology that will take saving lives to a whole 
new level: resurrection. When Vince, Emery’s co-worker and 
nemesis, exposes the secret project to the BioNEX board, Emery 
is left reeling and, per usual, running late to her own anniver-
sary dinner. She hurries home only to witness a car hitting Luca, 
leaving him with fatal injuries. When he dies, Emery uses the ex-
perimental technology to revive him. Although Luca survives his 
brush with death, his memories do not—he has forgotten who he 
is and that his marriage is falling apart. All this sets up a Second 
Chance Romance. 
Lawhon, Ariel. The Pirate Queen (Knopf $32). Signed for us 
and on sale September 8 for our September Historical Fiction 
Pick. This has all the hallmarks of the Big Book for Fall. We 
are fortunate Ariel agreed to sign copies for us and I urge you to 
reserve one before we run out.  
	 The author of the mesmerizing bestseller here and 
everywhere, The Frozen River ($18), writes a sweeping story 
of 16th Century Ireland legend Grace O’Malley, who chose 
independence on the sea and to defend her country from Queen 
Elizabeth I’s incursions into Ireland over an ordinary life. I have 
visited Clare Island off the west coast, home to the O’Malleys, 
and so knew about Grace for years. I can’t wait to read what Ariel 
has to say. 
	 “Told in a three-part looping structure, with alternating 
chapters titled Maiden, Mother, and Matriarch, the narrative 
shuffles between Grace’s childhood, unhappy marriage, and 
battlefield triumphs in the Elizabethan era. As a girl, Grace 
dreams of a life at sea, but her chieftain father, Eóin, bars her 
from sailing. Eóin foils her love life, too, forcing her at 16, in 
1546, to marry the odious Donal O’Flaherty, despite her intense 
bond with future chieftain Richard Bourke, who writes her a 
passionate letter after her union with Donal: “I will wait for you.” 
She has three children with Donal, who physically abuses her. 
After Donal is killed in 1565 while battling the rival Joyce clan, 
Grace unexpectedly defends Hen’s Castle, a key holding of her 
late husband’s clan, against incursions by the Joyces, and she’s 
finally able to be with Richard and earn the respect of Eóin, who 
hands over command of his fleet. The clever storytelling style, 
inspired, according to an author’s note, by the Celtic Trinity 
Knot, rewards attentive readers, with recurring imagery and 
motifs forming an increasingly complex portrait of the heroine. 
This is transportive.”— PW Starred Review 
Ryan, Hank Phillippi. Mother Daughter Sister Stranger (St 
Martins $29). Virtual Event September 11. 
	 The sole survivors of the fiery plane crash that 
killed their parents, Eliza Ramsey and her sister Bea share an 
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unbreakable bond. But now, on the eleventh anniversary of 
the tragedy, Bea fails to retrieve her pre-teen daughter from a 
sleepover at Eliza’s. The Ramseys’ lives have already crashed and 
burned once. Is it happening again? Slow burn with a twist. More 
in September. 
Simon, Nina. My Sister Is Going to Kill Me (Harper 30) is based 
on Simon’s trip down the Colorado through the Grand Canyon 
and is just the ticket to read if you have ever wished to do the trip 
(minus the murders) or have done and feel nostalgic. 
	 Here are two sisters on a Grand Canyon rafting trip 
gone wrong. Liv and Mandy Chisholm are polar opposites: Liv 
is practical and work-minded, while the freewheeling Mandy 
takes after the duo’s father, a convicted fraudster. When Mandy 
is offered a free rafting trip as part of a beauty product launch, 
she invites Liv to join her on a seven-day wilderness adventure 
alongside beauty influencers and the group’s rough-and-tumble 
guides. Trouble starts on day one, when the company’s founder 
misses the start of the trip and her absence is unconvincingly 
explained away as a marketing stunt. Then someone in the party 
turns up dead, and the sisters’ lighthearted bonding vacation turns 
into a fight for survival against natural and manmade threats. 
Stewart, Jack. Tom Clancy Pressure Depth (Putnam $32). Kudos 
to Jack for this Starred Review for a new Jack Ryan, Jr., mission, 
one better written than the Jack Ryan: Ghost Ship drama on 
Prime. I read every word, riveted. Bravo to Stewart. You need 
never have read a Clancy to dive into this as it works superbly as 
a standalone. 
	 “The ship Meridian Star departs eastern Russia 
unknowingly carrying a pair of containers with radioactive 
cesium chloride. The vessel is hijacked and scuttled in 
Micronesia near the Mariana Trench, and the crew is murdered. A 
huge insurance claim results, and Jack, an accomplished deep-sea 
diver who works for Hendley Associates, is there to investigate. 
The hostile Chinese learn it’s there and want that illicit cargo. 
Meanwhile, the Naval Undersea Warfare Center discovers a huge, 
mysterious object in 600 feet of water. At that depth, the pressure 
is unsurvivable without complex special equipment, which is 
vintage Tom Clancy. Whatever the strange object is, it’s “not a 
ship…not a submarine…not an aircraft.” On the side is a faded 
hammer and sickle and Cyrillic letters that spell Siren.  
	 Ryan teams up with Navy divers, and they look for a 
way to safely enter and explore the object. They discover that the 
underwater contraption has thermonuclear warheads attached, left 
and long forgotten by the USSR. If the warheads explode, they 
could still achieve their apparent purpose—to trigger a tsunami 
and destroy Guam, which is strategically important to the U.S. 
The Chinese know it too, and the race is on to take control. The 
result is plenty of high-stakes undersea action, where death can 
come from a bullet, a knife, or a sliced air hose. But there’s action 
on land, too. Navy master diver Carla Bennett and Jack take on a 
surprise assault in a hotel where Carla shows off stellar fighting 
skills—better than Jack’s. These two aren’t the only heroes here, 
as there’s a well-balanced cast of characters, all brave and likable. 
And of course—of course—where there’s a bomb, there’s a 
ticking clock. Nail-biting and pressure-packed. 
Wells, Emma C. We Already Dug the Grave (Poisoned Pen 
$18.99) is a Southern Gothic. Signed here September 8, Milly 
can’t divine the future anymore, and maybe that’s a good thing. 
Lately, her life has been bleak enough, she doesn’t need the now-

silent tea leaves to tell her. Meanwhile, her estranged younger 
sister thrives miles away in a shiny new life with a shiny new 
marriage. Milly doesn’t blame Francis for wanting nothing to do 
with her. Not after what happened in that Tennessee meadow a 
decade before. But when Francis shows up on Milly’s doorstep 
with a black eye and a plea for help – Milly can’t say no. 
Especially when the tea leaves are finally crystal clear: if the 
sisters don’t kill Francis’s husband, he’ll kill her. And if they’re 
going to plot a murder, the sisters have no choice but to return 
to the one place they’d left behind. A place where another body 
– and a multitude of secrets – were buried. Because this isn’t the 
first time the sisters have needed to dispose of a bad man. In fact, 
they might be pretty good at it. 
REPEATING OUR SIGNED BOOKS FOR AUGUST 
Some books listed in the first August Booknews have already 
sold out and so are omitted. 
Abbott, Jeff. January and July (Blackstone $29.99). It took awhile 
to set up Signed copies by our longtime friend Abbott, and here 
it is, a spy thriller/ A disgraced intel officer anxious to redeem 
herself after a disastrous mission, January Holte vows to uncover 
the identity of a traitor who is selling her agency’s secrets. The 
few clues she’s found have led her to a sleepy river town: Lethey, 
Texas—and to Bill Connors, the one man who might know the 
truth. July Whitlock, a rookie bodyguard, searches for his one 
and only client, who has suddenly disappeared. He follows a trail 
to Lethey to find his missing protectee—Bill Connors. But Bill’s 
friends and enemies in Lethey have secrets of their own. “Count 
on Jeff Abbott to bring the twists. From Paris to Washington, 
DC, to the wilds of Texas, where a quiet town turns into a hall of 
funhouse mirrors with fresh, compelling heroes in January Holte 
and July Whitlock, plus a cast of deliciously two-faced towns-
folk.”—Meg Gardiner 
\ Ashley, Jennifer. Murder in Blackfriars (Berkley $19). In this 
new Victorian Below Stairs Mystery, clever cook and amateur 
sleuth Kat Holloway’s beau, Daniel McAdam, will have to learn 
his own origin story. All he knows is that he was rescued from 
the streets many years ago. So when someone claiming to know 
where Daniel came from turns up dead moments before meeting 
with him, Daniel goes on the hunt for the killer. This is a very 
good series for fans of the late Anne Perry although its focus 
may be more on the lower classes than the Upper. “Well-drawn 
supporting characters and logistical details of running a prosper-
ous household complement the intricate plot. Downton Abbey 
fans will be delighted.”—Publishers Weekly. “Jennifer Ashley’s 
ability to bring the food, events, and attitudes of the Victorian era 
to a compelling mystery will leave you spellbound and literally 
hungry for more.” —Historical Novel Society 
Blake, Olivie. Dreamland (Tor $29.99). Our copies come in a 
beautiful hardcover edition featuring sprayed edges, a designed 
case stamp, and fully illustrated color endpapers.		   
	  “Anya’s an ambitious actress looking for her big break 
in L.A. At a Hollywood party, she catches the eye of famed 
Emmanuelle de Witt, who hires her as a personal assistant 
and invites her to the de Witt Villa. Anya quickly realizes the 
family’s image hides something sinister. As Anya gets involved 
in the family drama, the question becomes whether or not she’ll 
be able to survive it. 
	 Here is “a sweat-slick Hollywood fable about fame, 
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fortune, and the sins we’d commit for either. A gory, gothic mas-
terpiece.”—Alix E Harrow. Horror legend Chuck Tingle adds, 
“Dreamland is an intoxicating, Hollywood gothic that washes 
over you like a sweeping Pacific sunset. Haunting, revelatory, and 
directly tapped into a beauty that only great art can reach. Olivie 
Blake is a master of weaving something deeply personal from the 
cosmically grand.”
Bohjalian, Chris. The Amateur (Knopf $30) is “a legal thriller 
about a young woman who makes endless wrong decisions, 
unlike anything he’s delivered to readers before.” BONUS: The 
remaining signed stock, selling quickly, comes with a special 
Mira Winston—she’s the focal character in this fabulous book—
golf scorecard where each of the 18 holes is titled for a chapter in 
the book. Plus a pencil. A Phoenix customer won the Grand Prize 
golf cap. 
	 Here is a Starred Review with which I concur, making 
this novel our August Crime Collectors Pick: “In August 1978, 
fiery 18-year-old LPGA hopeful Mira Winston is driving balls 
into the Tallmadge Country Club’s practice net when a shot blasts 
through the mesh and kills 17-year-old caddy Kenneth Foster. 
Mira’s mother urges her to focus on her impending start at Yale, 
where she’ll almost certainly make the golf team; a distraught 
Mira, however, wants nothing more to do with golf or, by associ-
ation, college. Mira becomes convinced Kenny’s death is karmic 
punishment for her multiyear affair with a married 40-something 
man—particularly after Kenny’s father discovers the relationship 
and tells Mira’s parents. But when Mira’s temper and alleged 
moral turpitude make her a suspect in the discovery that the prac-
tice was sabotaged, she fears she has only begun to pay.” I add 
that from here Bohjalian tees up his usual dazzling twists. “Styled 
as an unflinchingly candid memoir written by Mira decades after 
the fact, Bohjalian’s latest dazzles as it devastates. Plentiful fore-
shadowing ramps up tension and keeps the momentum high while 
Mira turns over weighty subjects—sexual abuse, post-traumatic 
stress, familial dysfunction—with grace and wry humor. It’s a 
masterpiece.” And a great crime novel.
Bowen, Rhys. The Castle in the Glen (Lake Union $28.99 or 
$16.99 pbk). A book within a book is always fun to read. Here 
Rhys writes a tricky mystery toggling between 1965 London and 
1904 Isle of Skye world-famous author Iris Blackburn (think 
Agatha Christie in many respects), teetering into dementia, hires 
a ghostwriter with one well reviewed novel under her belt to 
complete the final novel in Iris’ best known and long-running 
detective series. Yes, you could think Poirot and Curtain, his last 
case. But no! 
	 Rhys also draws upon a period of her life spent in 
Australia where young novelist Emma Callander grew up before 
coming to London to pursue a writer’s career. To her surprise the 
rich and famed Iris Blackburn offers Emma a chance to com-
plete Iris’s final book, one that presents her Inspector Melrose 
as a young copper in Scotland. Emma has not been taken by the 
spare and somewhat dark tone of the Melrose mysteries, but Iris 
proposes his final case will be different, that it will take Melrose 
working in 1904 Glasgow to the Isle of Skye to solve drownings 
and a disappearance and a murder among the island’s gentry. To 
complete the novel Iris had begun, and to find an complete the 
story, Emma will have to travel to Skye. We learn about the 1904 
case and young Melrose as Emma reads the pages Iris has writ-
ten. She harbors doubts about whether she can do the story jus-

tice, whether it will enhance or torpedo her own career, whether 
she even wants to go to Skye. But she does and there she digs in 
and learns.... Presenting the past through the pages of a book in 
progress is one way to write a dual time track story. And I recom-
mend perusing a map of Skye before you get to reading to fix its 
geography in your mind.  
\ Chibnall, Chris. The Parkwood Murders (Michael Joseph $40). 
Broadchurch creator Chibnall scored big with his debut Death at 
the White Hart ($20), a 2025 British Crime Club Pick. This new 
book publishes in the US in December, but we have a limited 
number of Signed copies just in from London. 
	 Parkwood Holiday Village is a serene haven: idyllic 
woodland, a sparkling lake, customer service on tap around the 
clock.  It’s the kind of place families return to year after year. 
But for Detective Nicola Bridge, it’s a crime scene.  Early one 
morning, a body is found floating in the park’s pool. Already 
stretched by troubles at home, Nicola faces a resort full of 
suspects, but seemingly no witnesses. Guests and staff alike are 
hiding secrets: a husband with an alibi that doesn’t track, a high 
ropes instructor with unexplained fresh scars, a new manager 
with a secret past. With hundreds of restless guests and staff on 
site, Nicola knows the clock is ticking to catch a killer…. 
Chizmar, WH. Them (Gallery $28). This is William’s debut as a 
solo Horror writer. It’s drawn praise from big guns in apocalyp-
tic Horror: “Man oh man, this is one of the best debuts l’ve ever 
read…reads like a volume taken from the apex of a seasoned 
novelist…The book’s dual narratives roll out with absolute 
confidence in pacing, in mood, in voice. The grip Chizmar has 
on the story is hermetic... [Chizmar is] standing at the threshold 
of a very exciting career.” —Josh Malerman. Our host Michael 
Koryta calls it “A dynamite blast entry into the dystopian canon 
that you won’t want to miss. Chizmar carries a keen, educated 
awareness of the voices that shape his world while delivering an 
original, compelling—and yes, spooky as hell—tale….” 
	 A top-secret government project hits upon a revolution-
ary idea for transporting matter across the vast reaches of the 
universe, and it succeeds in bringing something back. Something 
alive. Soon, mankind’s reign comes to an abrupt halt when a 
truck hauling a very special shipping container overturns and 
rolls off the highway, unleashing an otherworldly horror upon an 
unsuspecting New England countryside, where it cannot be con-
tained… Several years later, an unidentified man emerges from 
the rubble of humanity, seeking other survivors and a shred of 
hope amid an eerie and lonely landscape. He travels by night up 
the rural East Coast, discovering Americana ruins and encounter-
ing monsters the likes of which no one has survived. Scarred and 
molded by the cruel horrors of this new natural order, he must 
face where maybe everyone has become monsters. 
Coben, Harlan. Plot Twist (Grand Central $32). BONUS: As an 
incentive we offer you an exclusive bonus in addition to copies he 
signs for us: A branded bookmark featuring a line from the book. 
A 40% discount Harlan to Coben’s “Writing Thrillers” BBC 
Maestro which is a subscription based streaming platform that 
provides pre recorded lessons on writing from a wide variety of 
authors.  And all US customer orders processed by September 1 
will be put into a drawing for one Grand Prize: Leather legal pad 
portfolio (value $100) and large Featherlight Backpack (value 
$118). 
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	 “For aspiring writers, Harlan’s advice, stories, and 
anecdotes are wise, proven, and valuable. For published authors, 
his book evokes memories of what it was like back then. It’s a 
romp, a riot, and a joy to read.” —John Grisham
This delightful book is a combination of memoir and a dive into 
Harlan’s writing process. Harlan is refreshingly candid about 
himself, his life, his craft, New Jersey, his TV career, balding 
Jews from NJ reunions. You don’t want to miss this.  
 Constantine, Liv. Promise Me Never (Random House $31). The 
author of The Last Mrs. Parrish ($18.99) brings more domestic 
suspense to you. 
	 Aspiring writer Savannah’s scheme to meet superstar 
horror novelist Bennett Bryson turns out better than she ever 
imagined: not only does her charming and handsome literary 
idol offer to read her work, he is instantly smitten with her. After 
a whirlwind romance, Savannah says “yes” to marriage, and 
the two settle into Bennett’s secluded upstate home. But just as 
Savannah thinks she has it made, cracks appear in her perfect 
new life. Bennett’s behavior becomes dark and controlling: he 
criticizes Savannah’s writing, dictates her permitted activities, 
and spends most of his time locked in his office, forbidding her 
from entering. And everywhere, Savannah cannot escape the 
shadow of Bennett’s first wife, the free-spirited and passionate 
artist Poppy, who died in a tragic accident, but who seems still 
to be Savannah’s rival for Bennett’s affection. Then comes an 
enigmatic warning: Bennett is not who he seems. The women that 
came before Savannah have disappeared. And Savannah could be 
next. Who is the man she married—and the woman he married 
first? 
Dalton, Julie Carrick. The Forest Becomes Her (St Martins $29) 
is the second novel we  host from Dalton—the first was for 2021 
First Mystery Club Pick Waiting for the Night Song ($19.99)—
who is a former beekeeper and organic farmer, and a frequent 
speaker on the topic of writing fiction in the age of climate crisis ( 
and a member of the teaching faculty at Drexel University’s MFA 
Program.). I find her to be a thoughtful evoker of landscape and 
here it is an old forest area around Concord, Massachusetts—one 
ancient oak in particular—under threat by a “new eco-friendly 
housing development.” Feeling the same about Scottsdale—
where is the water for all of it to come from, I ask?—I entered 
into the spirit of the story, the rage felt by the wife as she realizes 
the cost of her new home and the duplicity she uncovers. Soon a 
tragedy leaves Hazel unmoored in her new life, and she begins to 
feel the pull of the absent forest. Hazel is not alone—her neigh-
bors, real estate agent Stella Flint and teenage environmentalist 
Polly Bauer, each have their own trauma and relationship to 
the land. The three women are drawn together to save the last 
remaining oak tree, risking everything. 
	 “A lush, lyrical exploration of sisterhood, rage, and the 
sacred ties between women and the wild. Blending beauty and 
depth, book clubs will find plenty to untangle in this urgent and 
moving tale.”  
De La Rosa, Liana. Mutual Discord (Penguin $20). “A beauti-
fully written love letter to Puerto Rican culture and forgotten 
women in history with a tantalizing forbidden friends-to-lovers 
dynamic that readers will devour…”	  
	 Sofia Mendoza has had enough. She’s done watching 
male co-workers steal credit for her talent, and now she’s going 

to do something about it. No one knows she’s the brains be-
hind a popular video series highlighting and celebrating women 
in history who’ve been erased from their own inventions and 
discoveries. Her family and friends still think she has a success-
ful corporate job and if they discover she is supporting herself 
by creating social media content, they’d be stunned. Keeping her 
online persona a secret is lonely, but when she sparks a virtual 
friendship with an anonymous follower—A—first in her com-
ment section with his insightful perspective, then in their private 
video chats, where he proves to be witty and catfish level good 
looking, the chemistry between them ignites. But when her old 
friend, Caitlin, arrives for a visit, Sofia’s lies threaten to unravel. 
A is Alex Castillo, her best friend’s boyfriend. Alex doesn’t 
reveal that he knows her, and Sofia realizes he may be keeping 
secrets, too.  
DeWitt, Tara. Lost and Found (St Martins $19). Spunes #3, a 
novel of Romance and Redemption and an Indie Next Pick. 
The Indie Next Pick: “Grief, healing, slow-burn longing, and a 
firefighter hero with hidden scars? I was done for. Heartbreaking, 
hopeful, and full of so much love.” 
	 The concluding chapter of DeWitt’s Spunes, Oregon, 
series isn’t just a love letter to the fictional setting she’s crafted or 
the characters who inhabit it, chiefly the Byrd family and those 
who love them, but also to her loyal readers; it’s hard to imagine 
any dry eyes after reading the epilogue in particular. Despite 
the heavy subjects the book navigates, including grief and post-
traumatic stress, Silas and Bea’s dynamic is sweet and tender, 
and the author is utterly unafraid to dig into the vulnerability that 
makes this romance achingly believable and ultimately human at 
its core. A tremendously beautiful conclusion to this small-town 
romance series.” —Kirkus (Starred Review) for a novel flavored 
“spicy.” 
Donovan, Kemper. Sweet Spot (Kensington $27). The  host of 
the “All About Agatha” podcast injects the spark and fizz of a 
Golden Age Murder Mystery into the present day, as a ghostwrit-
er-turned-sleuth must find a devious killer who’s transforming 
her new assignment into a real-life thriller. This isn’t a cozy but 
remember Christies are not either—yet the structure of her mys-
teries is similar. 
	 For Belle Currer—as the ghostwriter extraordinaire pre-
fers to be known—Genevieve Caraway’s memoir is an irresistible 
project, a tale of tragedy overcome. At 14, Genevieve was ab-
ducted from her bedroom by a couple and held hostage for three 
months. She’s now a happily married mother with a flourishing 
career, a poster child for thriving after trauma. Still, the scars 
haven’t entirely faded. Genevieve’s lavish Utah home, “Sweet 
Spot,” is a guarded compound impregnable to outsiders—theo-
retically, at least. But Belle’s arrival coincides with the parole of 
Deirdre Gregory, one of Genevieve’s kidnappers. When Deirdre 
shows up at Sweet Spot begging to see Genevieve, she is refused. 
The next day, Deirdre’s dead body is found on the grounds. How 
did Deirdre get in? More importantly, who killed her? Belle soon 
joins Detective Kay Adams, the pregnant Mormon detective as-
signed to the case, in sifting through the suspects. Belle isn’t in 
the ghostwriting gig just for the money, although it’s her living. 
She’s a seeker after justice too. This is the 3rd in the Ghostwriter 
Series after The Busy Body and Loose Lips 
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Ellison, J T. You Know Why (Thomas & Mercer $28.99) is a dual 
narrative of suspense with on one side Brooklyn, whose husband 
surprises their young family with a Christmas trip to Italy, though 
they have to rush into leaving the next day, only to have him 
disappear at Atlanta’s Hartsfield-Jackson airport while running 
for  their connection. The other is Eden, who on a flight home 
from a business trip sees the man who murdered her sister Chloe 
ten years earlier at the same flight to Atlanta. Both women have 
secrets, and obviously, the vanished Trey does as well. Three 
of the characters have ties to the crime community too. Ellison 
winds this up with one of her big surprise twists. You Know Why 
($16.99). 
Gardner, Lisa. You’ll Be Sorry (Grand $30). The Grand Prize 
winner was a Phoenix customer. And Chris from Iowa won the 
Ryan Pote Grand Prize back in June. 
	 This new standalone novel set in an insular small New 
Hampshire community will torture you for answers to past and 
present mysteries and then rock you with delivering them. Lisa 
has outdone herself in this standalone thriller that draws upon 
colonial history as well as both recent past and present day dark 
deeds. For Raquel and Theo Collins, it appeared to be love at 
first sight. Raquel, a renowned interior designer, and Theo, a 
brash financial wizard met and married in a matter of months, 
only to confront a terrible tragedy. Now, unbearably aware of the 
distance between them, they’ve come to the tiny, remote village 
of Shereford in the Granite State to begin anew. Perched on a 
ledge with stunning views, the Dixon’s family lodge was once a 
crown jewel of the mountains. Until late one August night, when 
both parents and their four children vanished, leaving behind a 
trail of mixed bloody footprints, and a mystery that has endured 
for thirty years. Now, its latest occupants are arriving. For 
Amanda Grady, following in her father’s footsteps as the recently 
appointed Shereford police chief, it’s good to see a fresh start for 
the derelict Dixon place. However, not everyone is happy about a 
new family in the old home and its hidden past may return with a 
vengeance..... 
	 “You’ll Be Sorry is about a town’s darkest secrets and 
the very real danger that ensues when its long-buried skeletons 
begin to resurface. I couldn’t turn the pages fast enough!”—Ana 
Reyes echoed by Ashley Elston 
Gerritsen, Tess. The Shadow Friends (Thomas & Mercer $28.99) 
is the 3rd in the Martini Club series set in the Maine small town of 
Purity, a haven as it turns out for retired spies. “Fun and fascinat-
ing to watch Maggie and friends pivot from drinking martinis 
at their monthly book club to full-on use of their survival and 
investigative skills.” —Booklist 
	 When a renowned disease expert and Russian defector 
dies mysteriously during a global affairs conference in Purity, 
Maine, the tight-knit band of former spies in the Martini Club 
once again sees their quiet coastal retirement interrupted by inter-
national intrigue. And when a waitress at the conference hotel is 
found murdered, Ingrid Slocum sees chilling links to a disastrous 
mission that nearly killed her three decades ago. Desperate to un-
cover the truth, Ingrid’s drawn back into the game by a magnetic 
ex-CIA colleague—and former lover—who was with her on the 
long-ago doomed mission. He convinces her to join him, and to-
gether they head to Amsterdam to track down her would-be killer. 
Ingrid’s frantic husband Lloyd and Maggie Bird are close behind, 
but a clandestine network of assassins is intent on stopping them. 

Forced to question every allegiance, the Martini Club must rely 
on the skills they have tried to leave behind. 	Paperback: The 
Shadow Friends ($16.99) 
Harmel, Kristin. Meet Me in Paris (Gallery Books $29). John 
reviews: Inspired by the movie Love, Actually, Harmel deftly 
weaves together seven different love stories all set in the City 
of Light. Harmel’s cast of characters include Julia Glover and 
her daughter Piper, pop star Jackson Quick, Henry McGee and 
his granddaughter Melody, two American Vietnam war vets 
Lou and George, and recently divorced Shelby and her two best 
friends. Readers will be instantly transported to Paris and all its 
many delights as new romances blossom, old loves are revived, 
friendships are forged, and some relationships are given needed 
goodbyes. Meet Me in Paris is a quietly powerful book about 
choosing hope even when things might look their bleakest, and a 
wonderfully heartwarming and heartfelt book that celebrates the 
resilience of the human spirit. I add that I was immersed both in 
Paris and in the various stories so vividly told.
Hillier, Jennifer. Heart of Glass (Minotaur $29). BONUS: Our 
first 90 copies each come with a printed, bound short story 
collection by Hillier called Welcome to Seaside 
	 So many bad things — murders, poisonings, 
unexplained deaths — have happened through the years in 
Seaside, Washington, that an encounter with a serial killer wasn’t 
even shocking. Some residents wonder if the lovely-sounding 
Seaside could be cursed, as author Jennifer Hillier explores in her 
deliciously chilling new novel. Barb is all too familiar with the 
dark side of Seaside because 25 years ago she and her two best 
friends, Lorelei and Nicolette, were engulfed by that darkness. 
As usual, the girls were spending the evening at Wonderland, the 
local amusement park, flirting with boys, eating ice cream and 
just being teenagers, escaping from their dysfunctional homes. 
A few days later, Lorelei’s body was found in a cranberry bog; 
Sam Figg, a handsome stranger who had been seen with the 
girls confessed to the murder of Lorelei and four other young 
women…. “Although Heart of Glass is not a sequel, Hillier 
focused on the park in Wonderland (2015). She uses her new 
novel to connect the past with the future,” writes critic Oline 
Cogdill. 
	 Deb reviews: ITW Best Thriller winner for Jar of Hearts 
Hiller writes a twisty “who really did it” when a convicted killer 
recants his confession to murder to a documentary producer 
on his deathbed while incarcerated. Filled with savvy nods to 
the smoke-and-mirrors society we currently live in, the main 
characters are 2 estranged best friends trapped by the guilt they 
feel over the death of their third high school best friend and their 
role in it. No one is as they seem in this fast-paced rollercoaster 
of a story, which centers around a tragic death at an amusement 
park. A satisfying ending that you root for long before you know 
it will come makes this the best kind of thriller read.  
	 UPDATE: Hillier’s Jar of Hearts ($19) from 2018 has 
been voted one of the 50 Best Thrillers of the 21st Century at a 
poll in the NY Times Book Review: “We all did things in high 
school we later regret . But almost certainly not as much as 
Georgina “Geo” Shaw, who was smitten enough with a volatile 
heartthrob named Calvin to help cover up his rape and murder 
of her best friend, the beloved clique queen bee Angela. That 
loyalty landed Geo a five-year prison sentence as an accomplice 
and sent her now-ex away for life. So when a series of brutish 
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copycat crimes begins soon after her release, another member of 
their old friend group—now a detective with the Seattle P.D.—is 
determined to uncover the truth. Trust us, it’s ugly.”
Krueger, William Kent. God’s Country (Atria $28). In his 22nd for 
Cork O’Connor, Krueger sends Cork into Minnesota’s magnifi-
cent Boundary Waters area once again, this time on a planned 
family trip. Although Cork has had troubling visions about his fu-
ture, he chooses to ignore them when his friend, Cordell Bishop, 
is reported missing…in the Boundary Waters. Not one to turn 
away from danger, Cork begins a search for Cordell and runs into 
dangerous criminals who are seeking both revenge and a valu-
able hidden stash. Inevitably his family is drawn in along with a 
circle that includes the aging but ageless Métis, Henry. In the end 
game Cork has to decide what is if not the moral, what is the right 
thing to do. As ever, Krueger evokes the beauty and the dangers 
presented by evocative landscapes.  
Lee, Chang Rae. Tender Age (Penguin $30). The Indie Next Pick 
“A quiet young Korean boy pulls a knife on his classmate, baf-
fling both his parents and the juvenile justice system. It reminds 
us that new worlds are birthed in brutality, and children face a 
brand new world every day.” 
Lee, Susan. See You at the Sunset (Mira Books $18.99). Jia 
Chung is living the dream…until she gets fired from her job, yet 
again. With her mom breathing down her neck to move home, 
she needs an escape, fast. When Mimi, her beloved grandmother, 
invites her to spend the summer in Palm Springs, Jia jumps at 
the chance. Staying at Sunset Hills Senior Living Community 
is exactly where a free spirit like Jia can thrive—among people 
living their best, sun-soaked, fun-filled lives. So what if they’re 
all octogenarians? Henry Shin lives by the rules. It’s what over-
worked corporate lawyers do. They don’t fly off to Palm Springs 
to help their grandfathers move into a new home. But Dennis is 
Henry’s only family.  How else can Henry make sure he’s settled 
and safe? But, there’s that one-night stand Henry and Jia had a 
few months back…. 
Montes, Raphael. The Secret Dinner (Celdadon $28.99). Horror 
is the New Big Thing with a wide range of subgenres. 
	  In the Brazilian bestseller’s US debut lagging some 
years behind its Brazilian one, we follow “four desperate friends 
who bite off more than they can chew when they begin hosting 
secret dinner parties for Rio’s elite, catering to their dark fanta-
sies and twisted appetites.” AJ Finn hails this as “a zesty blend 
of Parasite, Sweeney Todd, and Fight Club. Another reviewer’s 
take: “The Brazilian bestseller pens a shocker where “hustle cul-
ture meets cannibalism in a bruising satire.” Note: the NY Times 
Book Review recently wrote about the surge of cannibalism into 
contemporary fiction.  
Morrison, Boyd/Beth. Duel of Beasts (Bloomsbury $29). In their 
fourth picaresque adventure, Knight-errant Gerard Fox and his 
daring wife Willa head to Málaga, Spain, 1352, to deliver news 
of her brother’s death: an innocuous mission, yet one that plunges 
the couple into a fight for their lives against their most danger-
ous adversaries yet. Madelena’s sister-in-law Helvira is hell bent 
to seize two things that Madelena now possesses: a considerable 
inheritance, and a letter that provides grounds for Helvira’s ex-
ecution in both the Christian and Muslim worlds. With everything 
at stake, Helvira will stop at nothing to seize both. Fox and Willa 
soon find themselves in a desperate battle to survive on a journey 

that will take them from the royal court at Seville to the mighty 
complex of the Alhambra Palace. To save Madelena and reveal 
the truth, the duo must outwit Helvira and her allies at every turn 
– and escape the ferocious creatures of Helvira’s deadly menag-
erie. 
	 Start this series, a medieval Cussler one as it were, or 
maybe a Reacher, with the first, The Lawless Land ($16.95). 
“Fantastic... Gerard Fox could be Jack Reacher’s ancestor, 700 
years ago. Highly recommended!”—Lee Child
Nossett, Lauren. Indie Darling (Flatiron $28.99). This 
zinger I enjoyed is a natural for readers of Ashley Winstead 
and Nashville’s own JT Ellison, both of whom hosted our 
conversation with Nossett. Nashville has greatly changed over the 
last decade which is captured here. 
	 Kelly Williams, a Dolly Parton–loving, sports-car-
driving private investigator in Nashville, helps women. Sisters 
in search of lost siblings. Wives determined to uncover affairs. 
Daughters haunted by men lingering outside their windows. 
Clients trust her because she listens, she believes them, and over 
the years she’s honed a specialized skill set. Her latest client 
is Sarah Owens, better known as Seraph, the magnetic and 
polarizing lead singer of the indie sensation The Garden Snakes. 
After a series of threats turns violent, she hires Kelly to identify 
her assailant. With feminist anthems, cryptic lyrical Easter eggs, 
and an electrifying stage presence, Seraph has built a fiercely 
loyal following—and attracted a number of critics. At that level 
of fame, her attacker could be anyone. Then, in the middle of a 
Nashville performance, Seraph is shot on stage. The ambulance 
carrying her disappears. As the city reels and conspiracy theories 
swirl, Kelly is pulled into a dangerous web of secrets involving 
Seraph’s band mates, her troubled past, and the high cost of 
stardom. 
Obreht, Tea. Sunrise (Random House $29). “A clever, horror-
adjacent thriller about a plane crash in the wilderness, a quest for 
survival, a ghost town, and the shared myths that make America. 
The small nightmarish details ratchet up the tension in this highly 
enjoyable tour-de force.” 
	 A Wyoming ghost town provides the stage for this 
spectacular novel from Obreht about the enduring myths of the 
Wild West. It opens dramatically in 2024, when a young nanny 
named Nina Terzić is pushed to safety from a malfunctioning 
small-engine plane by her boyfriend, Ben. She lands in a lake 
and, after fruitlessly awaiting rescue on the shore, wanders into 
the wilderness, not knowing Ben’s fate and equipped only with 
a dying phone and four protein bars. Relieved to find the ghost 
town of Sunrise, she takes shelter in a stable, where she discov-
ers a corpse. Obreht then jumps to 1902, when 45-year-old Anton 
Vargas, a former cowboy and gunslinger whose exploits have be-
come fodder for dime-store novels, returns to Sunrise after more 
than two decades and reunites with an old buddy to be pressured 
into helping to solve the case of a missing boy. Finally, Obreht 
introduces historical reenactor Coll, who produces an annual play 
in Sunrise honoring Vargas’s legacy. In 2003, Coll wants to create 
an immersive theater experience, but he’s sidetracked by mysteri-
ous threats and a controversy surrounding a dead wolf. “Obreht 
employs impressive restraint, providing just enough clues to cre-
ate intrigue as the reader pieces together the connections between 
the three storylines. After the novel returns to a resilient Nina, 
now on her last protein bar, it careens to an explosive climax.” 
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\ Pulley, Natasha. The Salt King (Bloomsbury $29.99). A Jesuit 
and a nuclear inspector are polar-opposite pillars of (dis)belief 
in a biblical apocalypse hastened and hindered by social media. 
The Vatican sends Father Avelyn Brocken back home to Hreod-
water, a remote salt-mining town in England, to investigate the 
supposed miracle of another priest turning into a pillar of salt. 
Twelve years ago, young Avelyn left Hreodwater for the church, 
hiding his distinctive violet eyes behind contact lenses and laser-
ing off his intricate tattoos, inked in tribute to the Hreoda’s slum-
bering cult idol, the Salt King. At the Dead Sea, Dr. Tallis Osho, 
a nuclear safety inspector accustomed to epileptic hallucinations, 
investigates phenomena similar to what’s happening in Hreod-
water, particularly the eerie “salt light” shorting out electronics 
and eventually infecting humans with something akin to radiation 
poisoning. These two compelling, complicated figures anchor an 
end-of-days plot that is both global and intensely personal, as salt 
light spreads across the planet. 
	 A wonderful thing about Britain’s Pulley is that you 
never know what to expect and you always leave her books with 
new perspectives. We have been fortunate to talk to her about 
almost all of them and here we get one formed by her own life: “ 
Religion hadn’t infiltrated the author’s working-class household 
in the Fens, the massive and notoriously flat former marshlands 
in eastern England, but when she first saw the inside of St. Peter’s 
Basilica with a family friend, Pulley began to understand what all 
the fuss was about. Pulley sets her sights on faith. Plenty of the 
author’s hallmarks are on display—complicated linguistics, male-
male romantic tension, whimsical footnotes—Pulley cleverly 
reckons with thorny questions of truth versus belief, faith versus 
institutions, and whether it’s better to navigate the unimaginable 
alone or with a companion whose very presence you doubt . . . 
Though the novel deals in prophecy and cataclysm, it champions 
free will down to its very last moments. Gripping and heartfelt, 
this prismatic novel is more than worth its salt.” —Kirkus Re-
views, starred review
Russo, Richard. Under the Falls (Knopf $30) is a thriller about  a 
crime in a small town that exposes long-held secrets and betray-
als among a group of lifelong friends. “Male friendship, flawed 
moral character, helpless and enduring romantic love, small-town 
police, class distinctions between neighboring rural towns—many 
of the elements of classic Russo are here.” —Kirkus Reviews 
Slaughter, Karin. The Secrets We Hide (Harper $32). BONUS: 
Comes with a special custom bookmark. 
	 North Falls, Georgia, Sheriff Emmy Clifton investigate a 
complex murder case with the help of her estranged sister. Emmy 
is leaving her mother’s burial with her sister, Jude, and son, 
Cole, when she hears gunshots. The trio follow the sound to the 
home of Allison Vickery, a retired North Falls detective turned 
PI, whom they find dead beside her barely breathing teenage 
daughter. The perp gets away, and Emmy ends up investigating 
the case with help from her officers and from Jude, a feisty retired 
FBI agent who left North Falls 40 years earlier. During Emmy’s 
inquiry, she discovers $300,000 squirreled away in Allison’s 
attic and learns she was trying to escape her abusive marriage 
to Bill Garrison, scion of one of the most respected families in 
North Falls. Bill swears he’s innocent, though his alibi is shaky. 
The evidence also points to other suspects including Allison’s 
violent ex, her former DEA colleagues, and a local drug lord. The 
combustible chemistry between Emmy and Jude lends this the 

friction its predecessor lacked, and Slaughter remains as skilled 
as ever at probing the darker side of life in Georgia.  
Sullivan, Archer. Brimstone Hollow (St Martins $28). Sullivan’s 
atmospheric sequel to The Witch’s Orchard $18), a 2025 First 
Mystery Club Pick, sees Appalachian PI Annie Gore, former 
Air Force investigator, undertake another complicated murder 
investigation. Annie’s newest client, Katie May, hires her to look 
into the death of her estranged biological father, Ezra King, a 
snake-handling preacher in Mount Zion, Kentucky. Ezra’s death 
is officially attributed to multiple snakebites, but Katie suspects 
a cover-up, disturbed by the absence of an autopsy and the speed 
with which Ezra was buried. Though Annie doubts she’ll find a 
reason to contradict the coroner’s conclusions, she empathizes 
with Katie’s fraught family dynamics and agrees to return to 
Mount Zion to look into the matter. Police chief Matthew Dish-
man is cooperative, but the more Annie pokes around, the more 
questions emerge about Ezra’s death. Meanwhile, a string of 
strange, smaller crimes accompany her investigation.  
	 “Sullivan gives even minor characters depth and dimen-
sion, but she spends most of her time developing Annie, a gritty, 
determined lead whose inquiry inevitably digs up ghosts from her 
past. Fans of Greg Iles’ regional mysteries, or of Sharyn Mc-
Crumb’s Appalachian marvels, will love it.  
\ Sullivan, Tim. The Tailor: A DS George Cross Mystery (Grove 
$27). While The Tailor is the most recent Cross, we are going to 
feature the whole series to date in hardcover and paperback as 
the British bestseller visits on his first American tour August 25. 
In fact our September Crime Club Pick will be The Bookseller 
($27), 7th in the series, which is a great dive into the British rare 
books-selling world and reminds me of the work of the late, great 
John Dunning whose Booked to Die ($18.99) remains one of our 
landmark and favorite bookish mysteries. If you have not yet read 
the Dunning, grab a copy now. 
	 What makes this series so popular? If you are a fan of 
Ludwig or of Patience, two TV series featuring autistic detectives 
who are uniquely equipped to solve crimes, you will love DS 
George Cross and the team around him. Also his parents. It’s a 
supportive environment of awed/amused/irritated people. The 
series is set in Bristol. And bonus: in each book as indicated 
by the titles, Sullivan does a deep dive, so George can, into 
various circles like bookselling, dentistry, and in the newest 
release, bespoke tailoring, a very British institution (in London 
called Savile Row) and details the mechanics and the benefits, 
some economic, of having suits tailored just for you. Shoulders! 
Pockets! I had no clue. 
	 The Tailor (Grove $27), the 8th case for Cross, begins 
when the morning train into Bristol is halted when a man is 
found dead in the first class toilet, a plastic bag over his head. 
The corpse is missing wallet, phone, ID, and as it turns out, 
the garment bags he boarded with. The victim is dressed in an 
exquisite suit which leads to his identification as Billy Titcomb, 
head of an esteemed tailoring firm.  George and his team begin 
pulling at the threads of Titcomb & Titcomb such as Billy’s 
grieving Chinese scientist widow, his sister now head of the firm, 
and a dead scientist whose suicide is questionable. And soon 
George is pulled into a completely unexpected world of spies and 
secret agents.  
	 Here is a link to all the volumes in the US releases to 
date: The Dentist; The Cyclist; The  Patient; The Politician; The 
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Monk; The Teacher; and The Bookseller ($17.99 each or $27 each 
in hardcover). If you are interested in any or all, please preorder 
NOW so we have enough stock of these titles for Tim so sign on 
August 25.
\ Thomas, Will. For Services Rendered (St Martins $29). Cyrus 
Barker and Thomas Llewelyn, Victorian Holmes and Watson-
type enquiry agents, are dragged into Barker’s mysterious past 
in China. It’s 1896 and naïve but radical Dr. Sun Yat Sen arrives 
in London and is quickly rounded up by China’s Imperial Qing 
Secret Service and imprisoned in the Chinese Embassy. The 
young man wishes to return his country to the Manchu dynasty, 
leaving him ripe for execution. Meanwhile Barker’s nemesis 
Sebastian Nightwine, once his partner in what, pirating?, arrives 
alive! despite Barker having run the man through in a duel. As 
our agents are hired to find and rescue the imprisoned doctor they 
have to fight off the Qing agents, the British government bent on 
deflecting scandal from the Prince of Wales and his association 
with high roller Nightwine, and Nightwine himself. Plus there’s a 
nice surprise for Thomas and his wife at the end. 
Urquhart, Alaina. The Butcher Legacy (Zando $29). “Former 
mortuary technician Urquhart continues her grisly series centered 
on New Orleans forensic pathologist Wren Muller. Nearly two 
months after her husband was killed in the previous book, Wren 
is leaning on her morgue work for the New Orleans police depart-
ment for stability. Her friend, homicide detective John Leroux, 
heads to Massachusetts to track sinister pastor Philip Trudeau, a 
suspect in the murder of Wren’s husband. Then young girls start 
to go missing in the areas once prowled by now-imprisoned serial 
killer Jeremy Rose, who targeted Wren once upon a time. Wren 
must help interrogate Rose about the disappearances. As the 
prisoner plays sadistic mind games with Wren and the inves-
tigators. Don’t look for a  Kay Scarpetta adjacent story in this 
underwhelming drama. 
Vazquez, VA. The Death Row Club (Gallery Books $29). Our 
August First Mystery Club Pick is not an easy book to read. 
It is often assumed that the families—wives, children—of serial 
killers are aware of the SK’s actions, indeed sometimes com-
plicit. But what if one (or more) family member is not? That is 
the premise of this debut and it’s painful to read about what the 
fallout for Nicola Fischer is when the cops break into their home 
to drag away her father. The entire world watches it unfold on 
To Catch a Killer, the hit true crime TV show hosted by Greer 
Woods. Overnight, Nicola becomes a pariah: fired from her job, 
drowning in debt, and shunned by everyone she knows. And to 
make matters worse, Greer—once a budding friend and fellow 
child of a serial killer—hasn’t returned a single call since the 
show aired. Then comes an unexpected invitation to the Death 
Row Club, a secret retreat for the adult children of serial kill-
ers—founded by none other than Greer herself. Desperate for 
answers and human connection, Nicola agrees to go. At first, it 
seems like exactly what she needs. The club members are strange 
but welcoming, and Greer seems eager to mend their fractured 
friendship. But then a mysterious girl arrives, claiming her father 
is a killer too. 
	 “In a remarkable, twist-filled narrative that at once pulls 
you in and pulls the rug out from under you, Vazquez invites the 
reader to join Nicola as she tries to uncover the truth, and stay 
alive in the process. But soon, a body will be found floating in the 
lake. Someone else will be found chained in a shack. And who is 

that woman in the woods?  
	 “Dark as sin and voicey as hell, this is one of the most 
audacious, jaw-dropping, and morbidly funny thrillers I’ve ever 
read. With her morally gray serial killer progeny in tow, Vazquez 
streaks onto the scene bright as a comet, one of the freshest and 
most promising new voices in crime fiction.” —Ashley Winstead 
	 I encourage you to read this long essay about the book 
in The Big Thrill. In making First Mystery Club Picks I work to 
vary the content and genre and find books that you might miss 
but turn out to be much acclaimed.  
Wade, Kevin. One Good Eye (Celadon $28.99). Deb reviews: A 
sequel to Johnny Careless ($17.99), a 2025 First Mystery Club 
Pick, brings back our protagonist, Police Chief Jeep Mullane, to 
Long Island to sort out the haves and have-nots, each involved 
in their brand of criminal activity. Jenny the Pirate, a childhood 
friend (and perpetual love) of Jeep’s, is being blackmailed over a 
tragic, secret incident in her past. Could Kevin’s previous history 
as a writer for Blue Bloods have me imagining Jeep as Tom Sell-
eck? Or is it a flashback to Robert Parker’s Chief Stone? If you 
like a detective who has a strong moral compass, is conflicted, 
and is smart, with an ending you totally did not see coming, this 
series is for you!  Chock-full of twists and turns, veteran screen-
writer and Bluebloods showrunner conjures up a continuance of 
an Edgar-nominated crime series. 
\ Westbury, Kate. The Oxford Guide to Scandal and Lies (St 
Martins $29). Our August Historical Fiction Pick is a Sep-
tember release but our Historical Fiction Club will get it in late 
August. 
	 This is a debut, a kind of Cold War spy thriller/coming 
of age story, and takes you to the university in 1951 where events 
begin in Duke Humfrey’s Library. It’s part of the Bodleian and I 
used to love studying there when I was a student, something only 
allowed after you take an oath and promise never to deploy fire 
within the Bod. 
	 The Honorable Ginevra Bishop likes red lipstick, 
clever retorts, and earning top marks in her tutorials. She’s tough 
and resourceful, following her mother’s footsteps by studying 
at Oxford, eager to prove she’s more than a debutante. Older 
Sidney Braithwaite likes Latin and ignoring his nightmares. He’s 
determined to forge a new life for himself at Oxford, far from his 
childhood mining village and free from memories of fighting in 
the war. Though Gin and Sidney have little in common, the Brit-
ish Security Service is keen to unite her charm with his espionage 
experience when first, there’s the murder of a Bodleian librarian, 
and then the agent tracking down a suspected Soviet spy at the 
university is poisoned. MI5 wants Gin and Sidney to pick up the 
spy’s trail and identify the informant before even more sensitive 
information is compromised. As a team, the pair of undergradu-
ates clash in personality, upbringing, and taste––but here they are, 
the Crown’s newest undercover operatives. 
	 The September Indie Next Picks adds: “Post-WWII 
Oxford has never been this fun to get lost in. Give me a reluctant 
partnership and a slow burn any day. The thrill of discovery and 
uncovering kept driving this forward and the romance was the 
cherry on top.” 
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MORE CLASSIC CRIMES
Hirschberg, Cornelius. Florentine Finish (Poisoned Pen $17.99). 
This Library of Congress Crime Classic has an intricate plot. Har-
dy is a small-time diamond salesman and ex-cop who knows pri-
vate deals mean trouble. Against his better judgment he decides 
to help a rich acquaintance find a special diamond for his wife. 
Saul finds the perfect gem, but the deal turns deadly when the 
diamond is revealed to be part of the haul from a violent murder-
robbery. Caught between the cops, the mob, a beautiful amateur 
jeweler, and shady gemologists, Saul must figure out how to clear 
his name before he becomes the next casualty. 
Queen, Ellery. The Tragedy of Y (American Mystery Clas-
sics $15.95). A Shakespearean actor-turned-sleuth wonders if a 
suicide’s been staged—and suspects the members of an eccentric 
New York family…. 
MORE NEW IN HARDCOVER
Craig, Holly. Find Me (Gallery Books $29). Curious about 
Tasmania? Tackle this survivalist/destination thriller set in its 
Abel Mountains wilderness. Full disclosure: I’ve only visited 
Hobart, a winery, and a wildlife refuge on this Australian island. 
But one can see how much is wilderness. Craig imbues it with 
eeriness, folk horror, vivid characters, and ratcheting tension.  
	 When their brother Pete went missing two years ago on 
Mount Mercy, officials shook their heads. Estranged sisters Hallie 
and Gertie are drawn back together when their mother’s dying 
wish is for her girls to find their brother. To bring him back home. 
Their brother was last seen at a mysterious commune at the foot 
of the mountain, where members perform strange rituals. The 
sisters must navigate treacherous terrain as they confront what 
lies between them and what lives on the mountain. When Gertie 
also vanishes, the line between reality and nightmare blurs. Hallie 
realizes she must face Mount Mercy alone…. 
Dekker, Alex. Desert Heist (Atria $30) is a debut.  Nate Wilde 
is a former Green Beret and aspiring Harvard archaeologist. 
Leaving the military after a catastrophic deployment that leaves 
most of his team dead or injured, he chooses to pursue his 
passion for history. When his dissertation proposal to search 
for the legendary lost city of Ubar in Saudi Arabia is rejected 
by the Harvard examining committee and his expedition permit 
is denied by the Saudi government, Nate resolves to continue 
his research by any means necessary. And the only path left to 
him is to enter Saudi Arabia’s Empty Quarter through war-torn 
Yemen, the same sands where his brothers lost their lives years 
prior. Knowing he’s going back into harm’s way, Nate turns 
to the only men left alive that he truly trusts: his former Army 
buddies. Along the way the group meet Ana Metry, a geologist of 
Egyptian heritage searching for her missing father, who possesses 
the research key to Nate’s quest. Hunted by a former Spetsnaz 
soldier who works for a shadowy organization with unknown 
goals, and chased through the desert by al Qaeda terrorists, the 
former commandos must utilize the skills of their past profession 
in a race to discover whether the city truly exists and what 
geopolitical skullduggery is afoot. The pace here is slowed by 
the wealth of detail but the concept is brilliant and Nate is a solid 
update to Indiana Jones.
Edwards, Mark. One of the Family (Atria $29). The influence of 
Outlander can be seen in the number of novels set in Scotland. 
Or here, the influence of Succession for a novel described as 

“Succession set in the Scottish Highlands where a plot to murder 
the patriarch’s younger fiancée entangles an innocent outsider in 
a nest of deadly secrets.” And yet, Christie readers will recognize 
the basics of the plot once titled Hercule Poirot’s Christmas” 
(1938) and alternatively called A Holiday for Murder. 
	 When Patrick is invited by his girlfriend to join her and 
her family on a luxury holiday in a remote and beautiful part 
of Scotland, he has no idea that he is about to be plunged into a 
nightmare of a family, sinister behavior…and a plot to murder 
the patriarch’s younger fiancée. Arriving at the house, Patrick 
meets Holly’s dad, self-made-millionaire Charles, along with her 
brother Lewis and older sister Miranda. Also on the trip is the 
widowed Charles’ bride-to-be, Jasmine, who—in her thirties—is 
around the same age as the three siblings. Lewis and Miranda 
are horrified by their dad’s impending marriage to this younger 
woman. Surely, she is just after his money—and is going to steal 
their inheritance from them. To make things worse, Jasmine is 
an almost exact doppelganger of their mother before she got sick 
and died. How will Patrick navigate this viper’s nest?
\ Edwards, Martin. Guilty Secrets: From the Crime Writers 
Association (Flame Tree Publishing $26.99). This is the second 
collection of stories edited by Edwards for the CWA. Enjoy 23 
original, thrilling mysteries packed full of enthralling characters, 
drama and intrigue, by the following authors: Martine Bailey, 
Christine Poulson, Dea Parkin, Martin Edwards, C.J. Carver, 
Kate Ellis, Shawn Reilly Simmons, Phil Lecomber, L.C. Ty-
ler, Glenda Young, Antony Johnston, Simon Dinsdale, Renita 
D’Silva, Paul Gitsham, Yvonne Eve Walus, Brian Price, Pam 
Plumb, Nick Guthrie, Margaret Holbrook, Andy Sykes, Cath 
Staincliffe, Roland Moore and Rachel Amphlett. 
	 Flame Tree’s books themselves are gorgeous, with foiled 
covers, printed edges and published only in hardcover editions—
and will make a welcome gift. 
Grisham, John. The French Illusion (Knopf  $35). The pull of 
Paris continues to be irresistible to novelists. Here Grisham heads 
to the City of Light, abandoning a courtroom drama for a lawyer 
lead for a spy thriller. 
	 After Paul and Chelsea Tanner’s fairytale wedding, their 
future is full of promise. But their honeymoon to Paris takes a 
dark, shocking turn when they are kidnapped while on a day trip 
to the French countryside. Who would target them, and why? It 
turns out this is not the first crime of its kind. The search for clues 
soon stretches across borders, with the FBI, CIA, and French 
Intelligence trying to work together to put the pieces of the puzzle 
together. Struggling to find answers, a young lawyer is recruited 
to be the bait in an elaborate CIA operation. 
Harris, Robert J. Crescendo: A Lost Hitchcock Film (Pegasus 
$27.95). In this charming Hollywood mystery from Harris, strug-
gling crime author Bobby Burgoyne gets the job of a lifetime 
when Alfred Hitchcock hires him to write the script for his latest 
film. Crescendo is an adaptation of the out-of-print dime novel 
Close to the Edge, which tells the story of an American heiress 
who goes missing and is found months later, amnesia-stricken 
and suicidal. Bobby is eager to work on the project, but strange 
occurrences plague the set, including a crew member being 
crushed to death by a falling light and a fire on the studio lot. 
When a stranger breaks into Bobby’s office and rips up his copy 
of Close to the Edge, Bobby is convinced someone is sabotag-
ing the production. He turns to Tess Donovan, his ex-flame and a 
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star reporter at L.A. paper the Clarion, for help, and the two are 
joined in their investigation by Philip Trimble, the playwright 
who was working on the Crescendo script before Hitchcock 
fired him. Harris brings 1950s Tinseltown to life with sparkling 
dialogue and Easter eggs galore, and the core mystery is 
gloriously unpredictable. For film buffs, this is a sure thing. 
Higginson, Liam. The Hill in the Dark Grove (Random House 
$29). Higginson’s wickedly good contemporary gothic horror 
story unfolds on a harsh mountainside in Wales. Sheep farmers 
Carwyn and Rhian Gwynnant, long married, live simply but hap-
pily enough in an ancient stone cottage, where rafters “left tiny 
piles of sawdust on the furniture where woodworms had been 
gnawing.” They’ve known each other since childhood, and their 
lives are steeped in local lore of fairy hags and ghost horses. After 
an ominous late snow buries most of their spring lambs, a day-
tripper turns her ankle on the mountainside and Carwyn discovers 
a partly buried ancient stone sculpture of a human head near pa-
gan ruins. He believes it was left by the “real indigenous people 
of Wales,” who preceded the “Neolithic farmers” he descended 
from, and becomes obsessed with unearthing it. Rhian grows 
alarmed as Carwyn neglects the farm to dig, day in and day out. 
More bad omens occur: nightmares, rotten eggs, maggot-infested 
sheep, and fearsome gales rattling doors and windows occur. “A 
hiker disappears, followed by Carwyn and Rhian’s collie Eira, 
and the novel builds to an epic battle between Rhian and the ma-
levolent forces that have a hold on her humble husband. Readers 
will savor this creepy and sumptuous masterpiece.” 
Kang, Minyoung. Plant Lady (Berkley $28). South Korea is 
contributing to the wealth of books in translation. Kang takes 
us to quiet Dosan where Yoohee, tired of harassment at the of-
fice, retreats to open a plant shop. It’s an unlikely venture  on an 
unlikely run down street, but over time her genius with plants and 
a bit of luck brings prosperity. It also brings troubled women, and 
the kind of men Yoohee moved to avoid, to her thriving shop and 
garden. They underestimate her simmering, quiet rage—and her 
prowess with a shovel.   
	 In this short, empathetic, and deft debut, “Kang power-
fully presents a well-deserved antidote to male violence.” “In 
every chapter, the viciousness of Yoohee’s vengeance is tempered 
with a dark and fizzling sense of humor reminiscent of other re-
cent Korean fare, like Park Chan-wook’s movie No Other Choice, 
and the TV sensation Squid Game... A fecund fantasy of feminist 
revenge.”—The New York Times   
Kluger, Phyllis. The Swiss Account (Rare Bird Books $28) 
presents a moral and legal dilemma to the unexpected heirs of a 
fortune banked in Switzerland. While most countries don’t forbid 
their citizens from holding Swiss accounts, they do require such 
assets to be reported and taxed. Which is why many account 
holders, reluctant to comply with their own tax authorities, prefer 
to keep their holdings secret. Leo Beckwith was one of them—
a highly successful American entrepreneur who left behind a 
tidy Swiss fortune. But without explanation he willed his shady 
hoard not to his favored children but to Lynn his long overlooked 
daughter—a hard-working real estate agent in Bucks County, 
Pennsylvania. The windfall promises lifelong financial security 
for Lynn, her husband Jerry Hazeltine, a modestly paid art history 
professor, and their family. There’s just one problem: Leo never 
reported the account to the US Treasury….. 

Limón, Martin. Strip Rules (Soho $29.95). Disgraced card 
counter Ronnie “the Technician” Redfield attempts a new hustle 
with a ragtag Vegas crew in this sturdy standalone from Limón 
(War Women). After Ronnie and his ambitious grad student 
partner, Cora, were caught running a blackjack scheme, Cora 
betrayed him—a move that led to Ronnie’s arrest, financial ruin, 
and estrangement from his daughter. Broke and shunned, Ronnie 
now hustles tourists. His fortunes shift when his flamboyant army 
friend “Wild” Bill Grimsley connects him with fixer Signor Fer-
rari, who proposes that Ronnie assemble a team to target smaller 
casinos, offering him a substantial weekly honorarium. Ronnie 
enlists streetwise Lenny Ouyang, steady spotter Nikki Barlow, 
and genial math whiz Al Cardano, each of whom brings skills 
and quirks that fuel the team’s success and simmering tensions. 
As their winnings mount, suspicion from casino staff and the 
arrival of Signor Ferrari’s sharp-witted daughter complicate their 
plans. Limón’s keen eye for Vegas’s gritty-glitzy atmosphere and 
his eccentric, sharply drawn characters elevate this familiar tale 
of gold-hearted hustlers. Fans of neo-noir and casino capers will 
find plenty to enjoy. 
Niewierra, Anya. The Camino (Simon Schuster $29). September 
is Books in Translation Month. We suggest you get a head start 
on reading one with this gem by a Netherlands author, one of its 
most popular crime writer. I am drawn to it because fundamental 
to the plot is the inexplicable suicide of a man walking the 
Camino de Santiago. He leaves a widow, 44-year-old superb 
chocolatier Lotte Bennett of South Limburg where she and her 
husband Emil, a former Bosnian refugee, had lived for years. 
Shocked and baffled, Lotte resolves to hike Emil’s exact path 
on the Camino, hoping for answers, or at least insight, into why 
he cut his own throat so dramatically. And she does, traveling 
through central France, meeting fellow pilgrims, staying in the 
same villages, admiring the scenery…and gradually realizing 
someone is following her. This is a suspenseful, moving, and 
deeply relevant novel—I can’t say why without spoilers but I can 
say it will stay with you a long time.
Patterson, James/Mr. Beast. The Most Dangerous Games (Harper 
$35). Save your proof of purchase, then go HERE and be eligible 
for a $1M payoff 
	 Now obviously you can buy this book for a lower price 
on line or at a discounter so I am not encouraging you to pay full 
price to The Pen. But I do want you to know about this preorder/
sales campaign if interested. 
Patterson, James/James O. Born. Delusional: A Michael Bennett 
Thriller (Little Brown $30). In New York City, a series of deadly 
bombs explodes. Across the river, a military base is burglarized 
for munitions. In Montana, violence and arson rock a small town 
outside of Bozeman. Are the incidents related? Bennett, Trilling, 
and the ATF investigate 
Pekkanen, Sarah. The Women in White (St Martins Press $30). In 
1964, four remarkable young women at a prestigious university 
became the subjects of parapsychology experiments by a vision-
ary scientist. On the cusp of a historic breakthrough, the women 
mysteriously vanished and the program was erased from history. 
Decades later, Riley Bell, newly divorced and desperate for a 
fresh start, accepts a caretaker job for an elderly widow named 
Betty. Riley steps into a home that is frozen in another era—no 
microwave, television, or cell phones, and Betty has never heard 
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of the internet. Why has she lived in such profound isolation 
for so many years, and why does she need Riley now? As the 
story unfolds across two timelines—Betty’s 1960s era of 5:00 
PM martinis and high-stakes experiments, and Riley’s quest to 
uncover the truth about the missing women—old secrets rise to 
the surface.  
	 “This fun and fast-paced novel was inspired by real-life 
psychic experiments and academic parapsychology departments 
of the 1960s –what a great setting for a creepy thriller! Imagine 
something like Mad Men with ESP and telekinesis.”—Jason 
Rekulak. I add that Pekkanen folds in a nicely creepy evocation 
of Wilkie Collins’ famous Victorian Gothic novel The Woman in 
White, also based on a real incident. 
\ Pinborough, Sarah. They Say a Girl Died Here (Flatiron $28.99) 
delivers an addictive tale of Midwestern macabre. After Anna May-
bourne drops out of college, she moves to Harper’s Creek, Neb., 
with her mother, younger sister, and dementia-stricken grand-
mother, Evelyn. During one of Anna’s diner shifts, she overhears 
locals dreading the upcoming sixth anniversary of 16-year-old Lila 
Clarke’s murder. Exactly three years after Lila was killed, 19-year-
old Bonnie Buchanan was murdered in similarly gruesome fashion. 
Though police insist they found and shot the man who murdered 
both girls, many suspect the killer is still at large and might strike 
again on the three-year anniversary of Bonnie’s death. At home, 
Anna comes across Evelyn’s notebook, which is filled with dis-
turbed ramblings, talk of ghosts, and suggestions that Anna might 
be the next to die. Believing that Evelyn may be trying to tell her 
something through the fog of dementia, Anna investigates Lila’s 
and Bonnie’s murders on her own, turning up evidence that rattles 
Harper’s Creek. Pinborough’s fierce yet flawed characters are easy 
to root for, and she doles out the story’s shocking secrets at a tanta-
lizing pace. Thriller fans who like it dark will devour this. 
Rose, Karen. The One Who Walked Away (Berkley $30). Bounty 
hunter Elle Randolph takes on every case she can, in an effort to 
outrun herself. Three years ago, she was the only one who walked 
away from a car crash that killed her husband and two others. 
Although she was cleared of any wrongdoing, she is fueled by 
guilt and dedicated to solving other people’s problems. But her 
running is over when she’s identified as a person of interest in a 
murder investigation. Detective Ronan Clarke, a single dad for 
fifteen years, has been laser-focused on raising his daughter and 
serving the people of Mendocino County, California. He’s got 
everything under control—until a bounty hunter enters his juris-
diction, keeping secrets and bringing murder to his quiet town. 
The hunter is definitely involved in his current case, but exactly 
how is his question. Could she be his killer? As he unravels her 
secrets, he becomes increasingly troubled by what he finds. While 
Elle is forced to reexamine every painful memory of the life she 
left behind, Ronan grows more and more sure of her innocence. 
But can he trust himself to uncover the truth  
\ Ross, LJ. Heavenfield (Sourcebooks $32.99). See New in 
Paperback below. 
St. Denis, Jon. Killer (Crooked Lane $32.99). Two California 
college instructors become amateur sleuths in this endearing and 
highly relevant campus mystery from St. Denis, a pseudonym 
for  J. Sydney Jones who folds topical questions about AI into 
the narrative without overwhelming the mystery plot. See New in 
Paperback ($22.99) below. 

NEW IN PAPERBACK
Belle, Kimberley/ Belle, Holahan/Vanessa Lillie. Wicked Wanted 
Widows (Poisoned Pen $18.99). This trio join forces once again 
for their freewheeling third caper set in Providence, R.I. It’s 
1988, and Krystle, Justine, and Camille continue to keep their 
late husbands’ law firm afloat while ex-dancer Meredith’s strip 
club has begun to flourish. The ladies are meeting for lunch when 
Meredith nips across the street to make a bank deposit. Her visit 
coincides with a robbery in progress, and she’s taken hostage by 
the perpetrators. Already well-versed in ass-kicking, Krystle, Jus-
tine, and Camille set out to rescue Meredith, whose captors turn 
out to be involved in a wide-ranging conspiracy that leads the 
ladies on a search for buried treasure, as well as on side trips to 
a maximum-security prison and Salem, Mass., during its annual 
Halloween celebration. All the while, the women try to avoid too 
much attention from the police, who are eager to nail them for 
their husbands’ criminal activities. Wittily narrated in alternat-
ing chapters by the widows, plus a likable Irish art thief named 
Grace, the plot careens from sweet to suspenseful. It’s good, 
fast-paced fun 
Eberle, Kate. If Books Could Kill (Berkley $19). In her genre-
bending debut,  Eberle takes her characters and readers on a 
madcap journey from swoony romance to serial-killer thriller and 
(possibly) back again. Avid traveler and self-defense enthusiast 
Roxie Mitchell prefers her romance in books, especially those 
written by British author Anna Matthews. When an offhand wish 
magically lands Roxie in the middle of Anna’s latest novel-in-
progress, she’s initially delighted, hoping for a safe, sweet love 
story that won’t risk her heart. But Anna’s writing a thriller this 
time—and her plot twists may just risk Roxie’s neck instead. 
With the reluctant help of Grant Hoffman, an English professor, 
Roxie travels from Boston to London to find Anna and convince 
her to switch genres, stat, before anyone else gets killed. Eberle 
plays with the conventions of romance and thriller novels, swing-
ing wildly between high-speed chases, red herrings, and enough 
witty banter to satisfy Anna Matthews herself.
Fitzgerald, Bea. Better Than Revenge (Sourcebooks $17.99). Two 
rival actors form a unique bond after tragedy strikes. Nadine Hey-
wood and Harper Moore have been rivals since they first met in 
1992 at London’s Central Art and Drama School, which Nadine 
attended on scholarship and Harper attended as the privileged 
daughter of a model. The two followed each other to Hollywood, 
often competing for acting awards and engaging in public spats. 
Though Nadine has received honors from the Tonys, Golden 
Globes, and Oscars, the press remains fixated on the tension be-
tween her and Harper. Both actors are in London for the BAFTAs 
when Harper shows up at Nadine’s hotel after the ceremony, 
covered in blood and seeking her help. As the details of Harper’s 
predicament emerge, redefining her and Nadine’s relationship, 
Fitzgerald toggles between past and present to reveal just how 
deep their connection runs. “Though the central conflict isn’t 
fully revealed until late in the proceedings, Fitzgerald’s rendering 
of the thorny relationship between her leads will hook readers 
from the first page.” 
Healy, Anna Fitzgerald. Etiquette for Lovers and Killers (Berkley 
$19). It’s 1964 in the tiny town of Eastport, Maine, and Billie 
McCadie is bored to death. She’s surrounded by dull people with 
more manners than sense, and no sign of the intrigue or romance 
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that fill her beloved novels. That is, until an engagement ring and 
cryptic love letter turn up, addressed to “Gertrude.” Until she 
meets yacht-club handsome Avery Webster. Until the unsettling 
phone calls and visits from a man in a fedora begin. Until she’s 
one of the last people to see Gertrude alive . . . and the first to see 
her dead. “What follows is an intoxicating cocktail of stalking, 
blackmail, Jell-O salads, and champagne secrets, all served along 
the rocky Maine coastline. Everyone is a suspect. Everyone has 
a secret. And (strangely) everyone has a boat. But who is willing 
to kiss and tell? A love letter to uncivilized behavior, Etiquette 
for Lovers and Killers blends mystery and romance into a witty, 
twisty, murderous delight that aches for better manners.” 
Lyuzna, Olesya. Liars in Paradise (Mysterious Press $17.95). 
Lyuzna’s excellent second whodunit featuring Ginny Dugan after 
Glitter in the Dark ($17.95) sees the queer PI trying to clear her 
investigative partner’s name in 1920s New York. During what 
should be a routine stakeout with her partner, Jack Crawford, 
Ginny saves the life of airplane pilot Cecil Cortez after a man 
pulls a knife on him. Cortez reveals he’s in debt to a thug named 
Dickie Stryker after the wealthy backer of his plan to fly across 
the Atlantic died by suicide. Ginny is unsettled to learn that Jack 
knows Cortez from his own shady past. Her alarm increases when 
she’s called to Stryker’s Long Island club and finds Jack bloody, 
disheveled, and accused by an eyewitness of gunning down nine 
people at the club. Ginny manages to persuade Stryker that Jack 
might be innocent, and Stryker gives the duo five days to prove it.  
	 Read an essay about this book HERE 
Manning, Kirsty. Maisy Bell Is Missing (Vintage $19). In pre-
WWII Paris, Maisy James, a young and beautiful American oil 
heiress, has just arrived for a summer of opera, champagne, and 
haute couture. When Maisy’s aunt Clementine is unable to track 
her down after Maisy’s liaison with a wealthy man, the police 
brush it aside, assuming Maisy willingly left Paris with her new 
lover. When word of Maisy’s disappearance reaches Charlie—
who, as a young Australian expat in Paris, sees herself in the 
case—she decides to investigate. As she does so, she becomes 
romantically entangled with a pair of inspectors, swooning and 
sighing across the City of Light until two more young women 
turn up dead. Manning doesn’t quite nail the characterization of 
Charlie, who’s by turns petulant, flirtatious, and sternly profes-
sional. The author is less interested in realism than escapism, 
however, and on that front she delivers: beaded necklaces, kitten 
heels, Krug champagne, and gilded hotels abound. 
\ Pelayo, Cynthia. It Came from Neverland (Crooked Lane 
$19.99). This deserves a second mention. In her reimagining of 
Peter Pan, Pelayo fully embraces the sinister potential of the 
original, exploring the implications of what happens to Lost Boys 
when they grow up. 
	 In World War I-era England, a young woman confronts 
the horrors of her childhood that others tried to sanitize as chil-
dren’s stories and make-believe games None of the constables 
or doctors believed Wendy Darling when she told them what 
happened to the boys who have gone missing around London, 
so she was sent to Bedlam, a hospital for the mentally ill, then to 
Marigold House. Now grown, she works at Marigold teaching 
children orphaned in the war or whose parents can no longer sup-
port them. But Wendy still checks that the windows are locked, 

haunted by the memory of a being called Peter Pan. Then a 
student goes missing, and Wendy suspects that Peter has returned. 
Along with the brothers from whom she has been estranged, 
Wendy must face the past she was forced to deny.  
\ Ross, LJ. Heavenfield (Sourcebooks $18.99).When a man is 
found dead inside the remote Northern England church of Heav-
enfield, Detective Chief Inspector Ryan is the only other person 
for miles—and the prime suspect. Suspended from the force and 
cut off from his team, Ryan must fight to clear his name. But 
when members of a secretive organization known as The Circle 
begin turning up dead, the line between hunter and hunted blurs. 
Someone wants Ryan framed, finished, and forgotten. To survive, 
he’ll have to expose the killer hidden in plain sight…. Meet DCI 
Ryan in series start Holy Island set on Lindisfarne, and Sycamore 
Gap ($18.99 each) where murder follows Hadrian’s Roman Wall. 
The locations will be catnip to readers of Ann Cleeves’ Vera. 
Rule, Bruce. Sherlock Holmes: The Debutante Detective (Titan 
$18.99). Celebrity socialite Alice Roosevelt is taking London by 
storm in 1905 when her letter containing sensitive details of up-
coming peace talks between Japan and Russia is stolen. The case 
pulls Holmes from retirement, and with Alice’s help the letter is 
retrieved. After returning to the U.S., Alice goes missing. At Ted-
dy Roosevelt’s request, Holmes and Watson travel to New York 
where they discover Alice has turned detective herself, working 
undercover to thwart a kidnapping plot targeting her father. Her 
warnings are dismissed, but then the president is kidnapped. Alice 
and the detective duo join forces to search for her father, only to 
lose Holmes to the escaping kidnappers. Alice proves herself the 
equal to the great detective by leading Watson in the rescue of 
Teddy Roosevelt as well as Holmes, but the stakes are higher than 
they realize. In a race against time, they must stop a plan to bomb 
the peace talks or risk an escalation of war on a global scale. 
St. Denis. Jon. Killer Art (Crooked Lane $22.99). Two California 
college instructors become amateur sleuths in this endearing and 
highly relevant campus mystery from St. Denis, a pseudonym 
for  J. Sydney Jones who folds topical questions about AI into the 
narrative without overwhelming the mystery plot.  
	 Life partners Vika Chen and Sam Worthing have both 
recently pivoted to academia: Vika, a studio artist, accepted a 
position as an art professor at California’s Falcona-Unger Col-
lege, while Sam, a New York Times crime reporter, has joined 
the same college as a journalism professor. The college has 
been rejuvenated thanks to donations from Alex Unger, who 
runs a popular AI chatbot. Unger is a major supporter of AI-
generated art and after his financial help, Falcona-Under curates 
an exhibition of AI work from the collection of professor David 
McGuire. When Vika visits the exhibit, she spots a display based 
on one of her own paintings. Then she discovers McGuire’s 
strangled corpse under a table. Police assume Vika strangled 
McGuire after learning he’d used AI to plagiarize her painting, so 
she and Sam work together to clear her name, finding plenty of 
other artists who felt threatened by the exhibition.. 
Weymouth, Laura E. The Castle & the Cloister (Saga Press $20) 
is a big scale, generous fantasy filled with sweeping political 
intrigue, unforgettable characters, rich world-building, and the 
kind of novel that feels destined to become a modern classic of 
the genre. Indie Next adds that this is “For fans of The Priory of 
the Orange Tree and The Goblin Emperor. 

https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/cxZGEWkoF-feeMwgwarYGA
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/cxZGEWkoF-eo1Wprzx_VCw
https://www.thebigthrill.org/2026/07/liars-in-paradise/
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/zb7C99cVE0yTj9tWfWqQxg
https://store.poisonedpen.com/browse/filter/t/it%20came%20from%20neverland/k/keyword
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/-Az7-_ID4T-uvlrgKOZW2g
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/-Az7-_ID4T_q55jeE1B3Yw
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/-Az7-_ID4T9TtSfYqZvRMA
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/-Az7-_ID4T9TtSfYqZvRMA
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/7gkUDaU43PjqUo-OytYVvA
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/TMNNOJ8O8g8gQE4e5CJsvw
https://store.poisonedpen.com/item/gQpiPqSJBXjYGm0LKb-xsw
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Winning, Josh. Be Still My Unbeating Heart (Berkley $20).  A 
cozy vampire vacation mystery set in a seaside Italian village 
features a reformed vampire, his magical talking cat, and a hand-
some, brooding detective. “A wonderful blend of murder mystery 
with a campy vampire romance story....Winning crafts a story 
with plenty of mystery, red herrings, and twists that keeps you 
guessing and on your feet throughout. It’s odd, fun, romantic, and 
just the right amount of horrifying, loving every minute of it.” We 
have it shelved in Horror but…. I add that we have an ever ex-
panding Horror section and Horror is a broad umbrella covering 
Gothic, Vampires, Folk Lore, Dystopian, Thrillers, Indigenous…. 
And there are some noteworthy story collections coming in Octo-
ber along with Witches! Goblins. Ghosts. 

https://store.poisonedpen.com/browse/filter/t/9780593854631/k/keyword

