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Cozy Corner

Burdette, Lucy. A Delicious Deception (Crook-
ed Lane $29.99) 
Mother-to-be Hayley Snow bites off more 
than she can chew when she agrees to do a 
small favor for Sheriff’s Deputy Darcy Rogers 
by tagging along while a young woman picks 
up her daughter from her father at Monroe 
County’s safe custody exchange location. Un-
fortunately, the girl’s mother disappears, her 
father bolts, and Hayley is left with the terri-
ble realization that something is going terribly 
wrong.

Crawford, Iris. A Catered PTA Murder (Kens-
ington $27) 
It’s back to school for sisters and caterers Ber-
nie and Libby Simmons when a killer decides 
to teach beauty influencer and PTA president 
Rita Sullivan a lesson. The police zero in on 
Abby Roth, owner of the murder weapon, but 
her kids beg Libby and Bernie to clear their 
mom’s name. The sisters soon discover a 
quorum of suspects with motives to kill Rita, 

but figuring out which of them served Rita 
her just desserts will be anything but a piece 
of cake.

Claire, Ann. A Cyclist’s Guide to Poppies & 
Predicaments (Kensington $27) 
Springtime in Provence brings flower-filled 
meadows, sun-drenched coastlines—and a 
bachelorette cycling tour that guide Sadie 
Green hopes to pull off without a hitch. How-
ever, the ride takes a deadly detour when a 
killer crashes the party.

Hall, Traci. Murder at a Scottish Halloween 
(Kensington $17.95) 
As Halloween descends upon the Scottish 
seaside town of Nairn, reluctant sleuth and 
knitting enthusiast Paislee Shaw finds herself 
investigating how an ancient ghost inspired a 
modern murder.

Hannah, Darci. Murder at the Campfire Cook-
out (Kensington $9.99) 
When Lindsey Bakewell leaves behind her 
lighthouse bakeshop, her boyfriend, Rory, 
and her Newfoundland dog, Wellington, for a 
glamping trip with her mother and the Mitten 
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Kittens Glamping Club in Michigan’s Upper 
Peninsula, the bears leave them alone—but a 
killer doesn’t.

MacRae, Molly. All Shell Breaks Loose (Kens-
ington $27) 
On North Carolina’s Ocracoke Island, Maureen 
Nash sells exquisite seashells to locals and 
tourists—with Bonny the shop cat and the 
ghost of a Welsh pirate for company. Mau-
reen has also been known to step in to help 
the police solve a murder. When a man who’d 
been camping nearby is found cut down along 
the shore, Maureen starts providing some 
unofficial assistance to Captain Rob Tate by 
digging into the island’s maritime history. 
But it’s not the only mystery she’s facing—
because the shop’s resident ghost is seeing 
ghosts himself.

Perry, Carol J. It’s About Time (Kensington 
$18.95) 
In this delightfully spooky series spin-off of 
Carol J. Perry’s beloved Witch City Myster-
ies, Lee Mondello and her detective husband 
have plenty of experience solving crimes in 
Salem, Massachusetts—and now Lee’s Aunt 
Ibby is starting a sleuthing career of her own 
in the witch city. When art masterpieces sto-
len from a museum in 1972 are discovered in 
Josh Alper’s apartment, which he is renting 
from Ibby, and Josh is nowhere to be found, 
Ibby calls up her sleuthing pals to investigate.

Perry, Philippa. Shrink Solves Murder (Crown 
$30) 
Living in picturesque coastal Sussex, psycho-
therapist Patricia Philipps enjoys her quiet 
life—walking the cliffs, shouting at poorly 
disciplined dog owners, telling tourists to 
keep their distance from the crumbling cliff 
edges, and cold-water swimming. Then a 
body washes up near Beachy Head, upending 
her carefully curated life as she discovers the 

deceased is one of her clients—her “Three 
O’Clock,” in fact. The police chalk it up to sui-
cide, but Pat sees things differently. With her 
chaotic best friend Pritchard (part-time poet, 
full-time meddler) in tow, Pat swaps the ther-
apist’s couch for the crime scene. It’s time to 
unpick the lies, untangle the egos, and catch a 
killer hiding in plain sight.

Soni, M.J. The Masala Chai Mystery Club 
(Crooked Lane $29.99) 
When retired librarian Neeti Shah hears a 
commotion at a neighbor’s house, she finds 
Rohit’s body sprawled across the bottom of 
the staircase with a copy of Agatha Chris-
tie’s Dumb Witness nearby. Blackmailing his 
neighbors, threatening them with lawsuits, 
and calling them by nasty nicknames were 
only some of the hateful things that made 
him so disliked. But were they angry enough 
to kill? Neeti is indebted to her old friend, and 
she’s determined to find his killer. But she 
can’t do it alone, so she enlists her mystery-
loving friends, the Masala Chai Mystery Club, 
to get to the bottom of the murder.

Historical Fiction. Mysteries, Romance and 
More

Blakely, Sally. Summer People (MIRA $18.99) 
After graduating college, five friends make 
a pact. Every summer, they’ll meet for one 
week at the same beach house on the Cali-
fornia coast to relive the golden days of col-
lege. There’s just one rule: no dating within 
the group. Simple enough, except Everett 
and Sutton already broke the rule before 
summer even began. Five years later, Sutton 
has no interest in seeing Everett ever again. 
Until one of their friends, newly divorced and 
looking for an escape, calls everyone back to 
the beach house. Sutton expects awkward 
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silences and forced smiles, but nothing could 
prepare her for Everett--still infuriating, still 
magnetic, and still capable of unraveling her 
with a single glance.

Candlish, Louise. A Neighbor’s Guide to Mur-
der (Grand Central $18.99) 
It’s rare for a room to open up in London’s 
storied Columbia Mansions, and lonely Gwen 
is thrilled when her neighbor’s new subletter, 
Pixie, brings a friendly breath of fresh air to 
its stuffy halls. Their unexpected bond soon 
becomes the bright spot in Gwen’s quiet life. 
But Gwen can’t help noticing cracks beneath 
Pixie’s cheerful surface—especially when it 
comes to her questionable financial arrange-
ment with her live-in landlord, Alec. As suspi-
cions mount, Gwen’s protective instincts go 
into overdrive, triggering a dangerous chain of 
events no one is prepared for. The last thing 
Columbia Mansions wants is a scandal on its 
hands … Let alone a murder.

Cleeton, Chanel. An Infinite Love Story (Pen-
guin $20) 
When Joe Mitchell launches into space, the 
world is watching. It’s 1968, and the country 
waits with anticipation and excitement for 
another successful mission, another celebra-
tion as America sets its sights on the Moon. 
And then comes the knock at the door. Joe 
Mitchell’s spacecraft has lost contact. He and 
his fellow astronauts onboard are feared to 
be dead. It’s his wife Vivian’s worst nightmare 
come to life, her grief suddenly taking center 
stage as the nation waits and mourns. In her 
quiet moments, Vivian relives their memora-
ble story, unable to accept that this is the end 
to a love that felt as though it was written in 
the stars.

Chu, Lily. Rich Girl Summer (Sourcebooks 
$17.99) 
Event planner Valerie Peng never planned on 

spending her summer sipping champagne at a 
lakefront estate, dodging suspicious socialites, 
or pretending to be anyone’s long-lost daugh-
ter. But when a very public, deeply mortifying 
mishap lands her in hot water―and her ca-
reer in a hot mess―her uber-wealthy older 
client makes her an offer she can’t refuse: 
come to his glamorous summer home and 
pose as the long-lost daughter he believes his 
conniving family has hidden from him.

Cocchi, Frances. Have a Great Summer (Kens-
ington $18.95) 
If time is supposed to heal all wounds, Lina 
Mariano’s broken teenage heart never quite 
got the message—but 15 sunny, sandy, angsty 
Jersey Shore summers later, she finds her-
self unexpectedly facing her old crush, get-
ting a new perspective—and maybe even a 
hopeful glimpse of the future . Set against a 
vibrant Jersey Shore backdrop and bursting 
with summertime romance, hometown nos-
talgia, smart humor, female friendship, and 
millennial angst, journalist Francesca Cocchi’s 
dual-timeline teenage-crush-to-adult-lovers 
debut is the perfect beach read for fans of An-
nabel Monaghan, Carley Fortune, and Emily 
Henry.

Dekker, Alex. Desert Heist (Atria $30) 
Nate Wilde is a former Green Beret and as-
piring Harvard archaeologist. Leaving the 
military after a catastrophic deployment that 
ended with most of his team dead or injured, 
he chooses to pursue his passion for history. 
When his dissertation proposal to search for 
the legendary lost city of Ubar in Saudi Arabia 
is rejected by the Harvard examining commit-
tee and his expedition permit is denied by the 
Saudi government, Nate resolves to continue 
his research by any means necessary. And the 
only path left to him is to enter Saudi Arabia’s 
Empty Quarter through war-torn Yemen, the 
same sands where his brothers lost their lives 
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years ago. A debut thriller that is tailor-made 
for Clive Cussler readers.

Eberle, Kate. If Books Could Kill (Penguin $19) 
When Roxie Mitchell makes a tongue-in-
cheek wish to live out the plot of her favor-
ite author’s next novel, she has romance in 
mind—namely, the sweet, safe, swoon-wor-
thy storylines Anna Matthews is known for. 
It should be a dream come true when her 
wish is granted and she finds herself swept 
into a first date with a handsome stranger 
who seems designed to take her breath away. 
Except for one little hiccup: That handsome 
stranger tries to take her breath away. Literal-
ly. With a knife. The thing is, Roxie may be the 
new Anna Matthews protagonist—but this 
time, Anna is writing a crime thriller. Thrown 
into a perilous genre she’s never read, Roxie is 
desperate for help. So when her escape takes 
her straight into the path of Grant Hoffman, 
an anxious English professor with a conve-
nient love of crime novels, she decides that 
kidnapping a grown man is a small price to 
pay for her own survival. Together, Roxie and 
Grant navigate a madcap story in which the 
lines between fiction and reality blur. They’ll 
find out if they have what it takes to make 
it to The End—or maybe even Happily Ever 
After.

Friday, Jack. Killer Vibes (St. Martin’s $29) 
Meet Peter Key: self-proclaimed “laziest pri-
vate investigator in Texas” (it’s harder than it 
looks), unapologetic bisexual, dedicated ston-
er, and the surprised recipient of a windfall 
inheritance from an uncle he barely knew. Pe-
ter’s life was a mess before, but now— as the 
owner of a dilapidated house in one of the 
most desirable neighborhoods in Austin—he 
has a mountain of debt to deal with and pres-
sure to sell from every side. But Peter doesn’t 
like to be pushed around. And when he dis-
covers a bag full of cash, he starts to suspect 

his uncle’s death wasn’t an accident. He soon 
finds himself pulled into a lethal game where 
not everybody plays by the rules. Fortunately, 
Peter’s never been good at following rules. A 
fresh take on the classic PI novel by an author 
writing with a delightfully acerbic sense of 
wit.

Giffin, Emily. Love You More (Random $32) 
Billie has built the perfect life. Her medical 
practice in New York City is thriving, and 
she’s finally found the right partner in Dean 
after years spent trying to move on from her 
high-school sweetheart, Mick. Their young 
love had been intense and true, but distance 
and ambition pulled them apart when she 
left Wisconsin for medical school. Then one 
morning, just after she’s accepted Dean’s ro-
mantic marriage proposal, Billie’s phone rings. 
It’s Mick—calling for the first time in nearly a 
decade. His news is urgent and in a moment, 
everything changes.

Harbison, Paige. Destination Funeral (St. Mar-
tin’s $29) 
When Babe—the complicated, magnetic 
matriarch of their teenage summers—dies, 
four estranged friends return to sleepy Mercy 
Island, a storm-swept stretch of coastal Geor-
gia, summoned by the reading of her will. 
Didion arrives at the timeworn pink house to 
find the friends she never thought she’d see 
again—along with the tensions, attractions, 
and unfinished business that once bound 
them together and broke them apart. What 
should be a brief weekend of small talk quick-
ly unravels when they wake up and discover...
it’s Saturday. Again. And again. And again.
Trapped in a time loop with no end and no 
instructions, they’re forced to confront the 
betrayals, breakups, and buried truths that 
shattered them all those years ago. Because 
maybe, just maybe, an endless weekend is 
exactly what they all need to save their own 
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lives.

Heath, Virginia. Pride Comes before a Fall (St. 
Martin’s $19) 
Despite his many responsibilities, there is 
nothing Leopold Sloane, the 11th Duke of 
Debden, takes more seriously than the safety 
of those he loves. When one of his sisters is 
injured at a protest rally, he drags his family 
to Bath for the summer to keep his reckless 
and rebellious siblings out of harm’s way. The 
only flaw in his plan is his overwhelming but 
inexplicable attraction to the new chaperone 
Portia Kendall he has hired to watch out for 
them. An outspoken conundrum of a woman 
who soon causes him more trouble than both 
his sisters combined...but who calls to his soul 
regardless. 

Holiday, Jenny. Book Club Boyfriend (Grand 
Central $18.99) 
Blair Kellermoon—blond, bubbly, former 
rom-com star—has always worried no one 
would take her seriously as a producer. And 
with her latest film project stalled indefinitely, 
she’s starting to think desperate times call for 
desperate measures. Enter bestselling author 
Jack Branksome: beautiful writer, awful per-
son. Yet somehow he and Blair have become 
unlikely text-friends, despite his very public 
refusal to participate in her celebrity book 
club. And he’s confessed he’s dealing with his 
own nightmare: the hotly anticipated novel 
he can’t seem to write. So Blair does some-
thing unthinkable: she invites him to stay at 
her pool house. Now they’ve become two 
misfits bonding over movie nights, cheesy 
pasta, befriending wild crows, and solving the 
mystery of the weirdly green pool. Blair was 
sure she knew exactly how her story would 
end. But Jack might be proof that it’s only just 
beginning.

Hough, Jason. Throw Away the Key (Crooked 
Lane $29.99) 
Formerly part of the CIA’s infamous Surrepti-
tious Entry Team, Lars is now responsible for 
every padlock, safe, and secure door across 
the CIA headquarters. He’s never met a lock 
he couldn’t pick…except one, which he tried 
and failed to open during a botched mission 
in Warsaw at the end of the Cold War. Cruis-
ing toward retirement, Lars’s life is upended 
when a senior CIA official dies and he’s called 
upon to open the safe in her office. Inside 
the safe is a clue only Lars would notice, left 
by someone he’d worked with in his heyday. 
As he investigates, Lars soon realizes that 
his failed Warsaw operation has come back 
to haunt him and perhaps give him another 
chance at picking the one lock that’s ever 
eluded him. 

Jackson-Opoku, Sandra. Savvy Summers and 
the Po’boy Perils (St. Martin’s $28) 
Savvy Summers has her work cut out when an 
old friend hires her to cater a company lun-
cheon at a nearby office building on Chicago’s 
South Side. Stepping out of her traditional 
soul food comfort zone, Savvy whips together 
a menu of Creole classics, with her own spin, 
of course―mini po’boys with assorted fill-
ings, sunburst salad, and bread pudding using 
Great Aunt Essie’s famous buttermilk biscuits. 
But when someone is found dead in the com-
pany’s conference room, Savvy’s culinary 
creations are suddenly in the spotlight for all 
the wrong reasons. 

Lloyd, Catherine. Chelsea Girls (Kensington 
$18.95) 
Post-war London is a city in flux, with burned-
out buildings serving as vivid reminders of the 
past. But beneath those scars is a sense of re-
surging optimism. Chrissie Walker, a new stu-
dent at Goldsmiths arts college, feels it keen-
ly. So does Mary Quant, the auburn-haired 
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classmate who becomes Chrissie’s best 
friend. Like Chrissie, Mary wants more from 
life than to nab a husband and settle down. 
Though shy, Mary shows her daring in subtle 
ways, including her home-sewn clothes. De-
signed to run and move in, her outfits inspire 
Chrissie and others to reinvent their own 
style. They also catch the eye of charismatic 
fellow student Alexander Plunket Greene, 
who becomes Mary’s partner and helps fund 
the opening of Bazaar, a King’s Road shop 
that marks the beginning of an empire. With 
ever-rising hemlines, skinny-rib sweaters 
and Peter Pan collars, boldly patterned tights 
and scarves—Mary Quant’s “Chelsea look” 
becomes a sensation among socialites, work-
ing-class girls, and everyone in between. As 
the miniskirt becomes a global phenomenon, 
Mary Quant ignites a fashion revolution that 
transforms everyone in its orbit—including 
Chrissie, who must reconcile her own ambi-
tions with her friend’s fame, debutante Daph-
ne, whose life opens up in unexpected ways, 
and Fern, an aspiring model who will become 
an icon. 

Lotz, Sarah. How to Kill a Crime Writer (Pen-
guin $20) 
After the tragic death of bestselling crime 
writer Annie Morrisey, her daughter, Niamh, 
moves into her mother’s country cottage to 
take care of her mother’s estate. Shut away 
from the world, Niamh doesn’t actually have 
to deal with the grief of her mother’s untime-
ly passing. Until the day that two things hap-
pen: the advance copy of her mother’s final 
book lands on the doorstep and Leah Rebec-
ca Overton appears in the kitchen. Having 
a stranger show up in your house would be 
concerning at the best of times, but Leah isn’t 
a stranger—she’s the ultra-competent sleuth 
heroine from Annie’s novels. The antithesis 
of Niamh in every way, she’s lived in the fic-

titious character’s shadow for years. But why 
(and how) has Leah turned up now? And why 
can only Niamh see her? Leah is the last thing 
Niamh wants in her house or in her head, but 
she can’t ignore the sleuth, especially when 
Leah suspects there may have been more to 
Annie’s death than first suspected.

McMahon, Jackie. The Cloak and Dagger Club 
(Penguin $30) 
With her first mystery novel debuting with 
strong sales and glowing reviews, Lucy Hub-
bard has been invited by Horace Hazelmoor, 
the king of crime fiction, to join his elite 
group of writers—the Cloak and Dagger Club. 
Thrilled at the opportunity, Lucy finds her-
self swept up into Horace’s glamorous world 
at the Ritz hotel. She’s even willing to put 
up with the inconvenient presence of her 
former fiancé, Frank Murray, the club’s ris-
ing star who is on track to eclipse Horace as 
Britain’s most popular crime writer. But when 
Horace is found with a knife in his back, Frank 
is the police’s prime suspect. Despite their 
complicated history, Lucy knows he’s not ca-
pable of murder. With suspects galore and the 
danger rising, these two mystery writers must 
race to solve the crime—and fight their linger-
ing feelings for each other—before the mur-
derer strikes again. Inspired by the real-life 
Crime Club (a group of British mystery writers 
that included Agatha Christie), McMahon’s 
marvelously fun debut is a both a devilishly 
clever traditional mystery and a literary love 
letter to the joys of Golden Age crime fiction.

Monzon, Sarah. Bookmarked for Love (Baker 
$18.99) 
When children’s librarian Martha Aldridge 
learns about budget cuts that will not only 
put her out of a job but also shut down the 
library’s children’s programs, she’s deter-
mined to raise the funds needed to save both. 
The good news is, she knows just who to ask 
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for a large donation on the library’s behalf. 
The bad news? She swore she’d never step 
foot in Julien King’s office again. However, 
Julien is willing to give Martha the money she 
needs for the library in exchange for her help 
in acquiring a bestselling manuscript that will 
resurrect his family’s publishing business. The 
longer they’re forced to work together, how-
ever, the more they come to realize their jobs 
may not be the only thing on the line.

Moreno-Garcia, Silvia. The Intrigue (Random 
$31) SIGNED 
Handsome con artist Ulises has long charmed 
lonely women via letters in order to steal 
their money, but money is hard to come by in 
1940s Mexico. Ulises knows his looks won’t 
last forever, and he’s desperate to get his 
hands on a real fortune. He thinks he’s found 
it when he captivates his newest correspon-
dent, Perla, the owner of a small-town board-
inghouse in picturesque Veracruz. But when 
he meets her, he finds something he didn’t 
expect. The woman has a niece, Inés, who is 
as observant as she is desperate to escape 
her aunt’s household.”Writing with elegantly 
crafted prose to rival Raymond Chandler and 
James M. Cain’s discerning flair for morally 
complex characterization, Moreno-Garcia 
serves up her own seductive literary cocktail 
composed of equal measures of deception, 
danger, desire, and desperation. From its ex-
pertly evoked settings to its flawlessly paced 
plot, everything about Moreno-Garcia’s latest 
exudes noir at its very best.” (Library Journal) 

Moss, Kate. The Night Hunter (Penguin $30) 
When their conservationist mother passes, 
Danielle and her estranged sister Grace must 
return to their isolated family house nestled 
within a wild-game reserve. While Grace, 
their mother’s favorite, clings to nostalgia, 
only Danielle carries the knowledge of her 

final request: “Find the storehouse . . . Burn 
everything inside.” To ease the pain of their 
homecoming—and the tension between 
them—each sister invites two friends on the 
two-day journey into the bush. What starts 
as a safari adventure, turns into a nightmare 
when one of them is murdered the first morn-
ing at the campsite. In the chaos that follows, 
they crash their vehicle, stranding them, with 
no way to call for help. Now, with dwindling 
supplies and only one rifle, Danielle must lead 
them on foot across miles of merciless savan-
nah. They have days of walking ahead…if they 
survive that long. As the group navigates land 
where every rustle could mean death, a truth 
emerges: someone is sabotaging their escape.

Parente, Stephanie. Return to Sender (Ran-
dom $20) 
Violet is usually an optimist. But between 
her father’s sudden death and the overnight 
responsibility of caring for her rebellious 
teenage sister, Phoebe, she’s barely holding it 
together. Then Phoebe discovers a love letter, 
never delivered and returned to the sisters’ 
address, begging its recipient to give him an-
other chance. Phoebe seems excited for the 
first time since their dad died, and Violet will 
do anything to keep that smile on her face. 
Together, they set out to find the letter’s au-
thor, hoping to rectify a derailed happily-ev-
er-after.

Piazza, Jo. The Parisian Heist (Penguin $30) 
Emma, a struggling American artist in Paris, 
thought she had left her dreams behind when 
she took a job cleaning for the city’s wealthy 
elite. Then she meets Stella Swanson, the 
widow of one of the most notorious art deal-
ers in the business. Drawn in by their dazzling 
wealth and the pull of a dangerously charm-
ing grandson, Emma becomes both a player 
and a pawn in a family battle to protect their 
empire and conceal its crimes. “Potent ques-
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tions about artistic integrity and family ties 
ripple through Piazza’s dual narratives, and 
she shrewdly keeps readers guessing about 
how, exactly, they’ll intersect. The result is a 
satisfying caper with brains and heart.” (PW)

Sampson, Freya. Most Ardently Yours (Source-
books $18.99) 
Zoe Knight, a struggling romance writer, has 
sworn off men for good. At least…the ones 
in real life. Once a believer in a happily ever 
after, she now curbs her loneliness with the 
help of the best book boyfriends in literature 
– and there is no better man than Jane Aus-
ten’s Mr. Darcy. So when she stumbles into a 
classic London bookshop and argues with the 
annoyingly attractive store owner, Nick, who 
refuses to sell romance novels, she decides to 
liberate him of a dusty copy of Pride & Preju-
dice abandoned on a top shelf. But this is no 
ordinary book. After reading from the pages, 
Zoe finds herself in a remarkable situation: 
she has accidentally summoned the Mr. Darcy 
to the real world. Now, she’s face-to-face with 
the man she’s loved forever, and he’s every-
thing she dreamed he would be.

Tanamachi, Cara. Kiss, Marry, Kill (Grand Cen-
tral $18.99) 
True crime podcaster Ella Takeda has an un-
canny knack for pinpointing killers … until she 
gets it wrong. Turns out that identifying an 
innocent man as the Canceled Killer—a seri-
al murderer who targets high-profile fraud-
sters—is cause for immediate backlash. Now 
she’s returned to her small Midwest town, 
but the Canceled Killer may not be done with 
her yet. Ella has a terrible suspicion she’s his 
next target … and worse, she might be dating 
him. Could it be Jude, the sexy, cheese-lov-
ing nerd her mom is convinced she’s going 
to marry? Or Aaron, the hot Chicago detec-
tive who’s the walking embodiment of every 
Swipe Right fantasy? And finally, there’s Ma-

teo—a Hollywood stunt double who’s got allll 
the right moves. Trusting guys is hard enough, 
especially when one wants her dead. Will she 
be able to unmask the killer before she be-
comes the next victim?

Thompson, Kate. The Secret Society of Librari-
ans (Grand Central $19.99) 
Meeting through real-life Secret Society of 
Librarians in London, two women form a close 
bond. When WW2 hits, they take their librar-
ies underground, creating create a roaming 
underground library. But when one of them 
is taken to Poland and a concentration camp, 
they think there is no chance of ever being re-
united again. This is an inspirational, true and 
compelling story about friendship, everyday 
bravery and the power of books, with a dual 
narrative set between London and Poland in 
the 1940s.

Thompson, Victoria and Ellen Thompson. City 
of Promises (Penguin $30) 
Famed former police detective turned pri-
vate investigator Frank Malloy and his wife, 
Sarah, come to Gideon Bates desperate for 
legal guidance. The Malloys’ adopted daugh-
ter, Catherine, a burgeoning star of the stage, 
has announced her engagement to a man she 
barely knows. Catherine has recently gained 
access to her trust fund, and Sebastian Talbot 
appears very eager to marry her as quickly as 
possible. As Gideon and his wife, Elizabeth, 
investigate, it becomes all the clearer that Tal-
bot may not be who he says he is. As a former 
con artist herself, Elizabeth suspects one may 
be in their midst. Undeterred by her preg-
nancy, she must pull out all the stops to out 
swindle a swindler and save another woman 
from ruin. The first crossover in the Victoria 
Thompson universe, featuring characters from 
her bestselling Gaslight Mysteries. 
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Vazquez, V.A. The Death Row Club (Gallery 
$29) 
A dark, dazzlingly original psychological thrill-
er about a woman – Nicola Fischer - invited 
to an annual weekend getaway for the adult 
children of serial killers...but when one of 
the participants ends up dead, they begin to 
wonder if someone among them might be 
carrying on the family traditions. 
 
Wilde, Darcie. The Abduction of Rosalind 
Thorne (Kensington $27) 
Rosalind Thorne is newly, happily engaged 
to ex-Bow Street officer Adam Harkness, but 
lunching with the new fiancée of her old love 
is still discomfiting. Yet, Clara Kinsdale needs 
her help, and Rosalind is not one to turn away 
a lady in distress. It seems Clara’s father, Sir 
Anthony Kinsdale, has fallen for beautiful 
widow Mrs. Sylvia Lynn—who may be a for-
tune hunter, or worse.  Rosalind and Adam 
travel to Bath to meet the family, but when Sir 
Anthony and his tenant Admiral Walsingham 
are both found dead under suspicious circum-
stances, Rosalind and Adam find their inves-
tigation shifts from uncovering a con artist to 
finding a killer.

Winstead, Ashley. Hot Girl Murder Club (St. 
Martin’s $29) SIGNED 
Ten years ago, aspiring singer-actress Scout 
Sage lost the only thing that mattered: her 
sister, Georgia. Ever since Georgia’s myste-
rious death at a Hollywood party, Scout’s 
done her best to honor her memory, clawing 
her way through the industry and collecting 
a network of climbers along the way, fellow 
hot girls in stilettos with cutthroat ambition, 
a new Hollywood order. But when a slew of 
targeted murders makes headlines across 
L.A., all pointing to Scout as the killer, she 
turns overnight from a mid-tier pop star into 
the world’s most famous (alleged) murderer. 

Now everything she’s worked to build―in-
cluding the justice she wants for Georgia―
will fall apart unless Scout can prove she’s 
not guilty. “Ingenious…Winstead fashions a 
wickedly clever novel that not only delivers 
all the jaw-dropping twists readers crave but 
also offers up a thoughtful exploration of the 
costs that can come from taking justice into 
one’s own hands. Written with a razor-sharp 
sense of humor and graced with a memorable 
cast of relatably messy characters, this sleekly 
plotted novel of suspense is simply superb.” 
(Library Journal)

Nonfiction

Fiennes, Peter. En Route (Pegasus $29.95) 
In this sparkling new narrative—traveling in 
a loop around France, from Le Havre to Par-
is—Peter Fiennes explores France’s sense of 
its own people, place, and identity through 
some of its greatest writers and artists. Mov-
ing between the centuries, from the Arthuri-
an forests and Neolithic fields of Brittany to 
the banlieues of Paris, Fiennes follows the 
threads of history across France. And wonders 
what is next for this sublime, mysterious, and 
sometimes fractious country. 

McTier, Moiya. Mothers of Invention (Grand 
Central $28) 
In Mothers of Invention, the Greek Muses 
reveal how they meddled in mortal manners, 
from using astronomy to make sense of the 
universe to harnessing electricity to transform 
life on earth—and Olympus. They show the 
healing power of art through jazz, the equaliz-
ing power of science through healthcare, and 
the communing power of creativity when we 
broadcast our stories to the world. In sharing 
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their perspectives on human history, the Mus-
es offer insights into the origins of religion, 
democracy, and physics, providing a decidedly 
mythical birds-eye view of these monumen-
tal developments. The result is a compelling 
call to creative action, recognizing the power 
of collaboration and reframing what it really 
means when inspiration strikes.

O’Connell, Robert L. Band on the Run (Simon 
and Schuster $29) 
400 BC. The Persian prince Cyrus the Young-
er hires an army of Greek soldiers to oust his 
brother from the Persian throne. But when 
Cyrus dies in battle during the army’s trek 
through the Middle East, the army is stranded 
deep in enemy territory. Led by Xenophon, 
a young Athenian philosopher turned solid-
er, the Ten Thousand fought their way home 
through deserts and mountains, snowstorms, 
starvation, and relentless attacks, evolving 
into one of the most fearsome forces of the 
ancient world. Their journey, chronicled in Xe-
nophon’s Anabasis, is one of history’s greatest 
military stories. In Band on the Run, Robert 
O’Connell not only gives us an exciting and 
witty retelling of this story, but he has done so 
with a wise contemporary spin. For in his es-
timation, this was the battle that established 
the use of powerful mercenary forces. The 
attempted conquest of the Ten Thousand be-
gins a historical line through Western history 
of the use of mercenary armies that has last-
ed up to our present day. And, as O’Connell 
shows, much misery and tragedy in human 
history has been due to this trajectory. This is 
a brilliant revisionist history with important 
lessons for our time.

Rogoyska, Jane. Hotel Exile (WW Norton 
$31.99) 
Since its opening in 1910, the Hotel Lutetia 
has been a grand Paris institution, a meet-
ing place for artists, intellectuals, musicians, 

and politicians. André Gide took his lunch 
here, James Joyce lived in one of its rooms, 
Picasso and Matisse were regular guests. 
But the hotel has a darker history, too—
from the years before, during, and after the 
second World War. In this short period, the 
Lutetia witnessed some of the most dra-
matic and terrible events in recent history. 
In Hotel Exile, Jane Rogoyska evokes in nov-
elistic prose the emotions, dilemmas, and 
fates of the hotel’s patrons. In the 1930s, 
Europe’s bohemian artists and political 
activists, forced to flee their homes when 
Hitler came to power, met at the Lutetia 
with the hope of forming an alternative 
government. But when war came, Paris was 
occupied, and the hotel became the head-
quarters of the German military intelligence 
service—and the center of their operation 
to root out enemies of the Reich. In 1945, 
the Lutetia was requisitioned once more, 
this time transformed into a reception cen-
ter for Holocaust survivors who sought ref-
uge after the Liberation. Rogoyska explores 
what it meant for these three profoundly 
different groups to live in exile, under the 
shadow of the dark ideology that dictated 
the course of their lives.
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