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Summertime and the Reading Is Easy!

Cozy Corner

Dennison, Hannah. Deadly Derailment at Hon-
eychurch Hall (Little, Brown $18.99)

Fifty years ago, the glorious Honeychurch

Hall estate made headlines as the scene of

a botched train heist that left two men dead
and the whereabouts of a chest of diamonds
unknown. So when the daughter of the sig-
nalman on duty that night asks antiques deal-
er Kat Stanford to value her father’s railway
memorabilia, Kat jumps at the chance. But
the collection contains more surprises than
Kat could’ve imagined, and soon it’s full steam
ahead on a very modern-day murder investi-
gation.

Gates, Eva. Whose Body in the Library (Crook-
ed Lane $29.99)

While Lucy McNeil is enjoying her new job as
the mother of twin boys and library director,
new librarian Nichelle Gilchrest has just ar-
rived at the Bodie Island Lighthouse Library,
reporting for duty. But life throws a wrench on
Nichelle’s first day when she finds a body on

the steps—a body that bears a startling re-
semblance to her father, who disappeared on
a fishing trip to the Outer Banks thirty-eight
years ago.

Jack, Gordon. Poppy Montgomery Gets Even
(Mysterious Press $26.95)

When her new friend, Ginny, is scammed on a
dating site for seniors, eighty-year-old Poppy
Montgomery decides it’s time to finally get
even. With the help of Jeremy, her tech-savvy
grandson, Poppy launches a vindictive little
caper, scamming the scammers that prey on
the elderly online. But when two women at
Ginny’s retirement home seemingly meet un-
natural ends and her newest target is implicat-
ed in the murder, suddenly Poppy’s fun online
con job becomes a matter of life or death. It’s
going to take the whole gang—Poppy’s two
new best friends, her in-recovery daughter,
and her basement-dwelling grandson—to pull
off one last job, before one of them becomes
the murderer’s next victim.
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London, Julia. Rules for Aging and Larceny
(Kensington $18.95)

Frances Deluca and her old friends Joan, Edie,
and Irene were a girl gang before such things
even existed, joining forces in their 20s for

a one-time job that revealed a remarkable
affinity for crime. They developed a code of
honor, taking only from those who deserved
it—until misunderstandings and pride drove
them apart. Now decades later, a very bored
Frances manages to convince her old friends
to put aside their grudges and reunite. And
where better for a reunion tour than Las
Vegas? Their target: Rocco Vitali, a mobster’s
grandson who’s developed a high-tech shake-
down. Rocco is a Crypto-loving scam artist,
and Edie’s beloved granddaughter just lost
everything to him, including her self-respect.
But the women intend to take it all back—
with interest. Ocean’s Eleven meets the Gold-
en Girls in this marvelously funny new senior
crime caper from London.

Sephens, Naomi. Don’t Upstage the Body
(Baker $18.99)

It is 1957, and Hippolyta Halfpenny and her
family have mastered the business of bereave-
ment. As professional mourners, they are so
accomplished that even Lord Basil Monfort,
the famous and wealthy recluse, engages the
family’s services for his own funeral. Tired of
disguises and aliases, Hippolyta vows it will

be her last performance. Then she discovers
the undertaker’s body during the wake and
finds herself cast as an amateur sleuth in an
increasingly unpredictable investigation. With
her Agatha Christie inspired voice, Naomi
Stephens pens a 1950s manor house murder
mystery set in England.

Historical Fiction, Mysteries, Ro-
mance and More

Andrews, Mary Kay. Road Trip (St. Martin’s
$30) SIGNED

Maeve and Therese Dunigan haven’t spoken
in years. Raised under the same roof in Savan-
nah, the two sisters could not be more oppo-
site—Maeve the rule follower, Therese the
unapologetic rebel. But when their mother’s
death pulls them back together, they inherit
more than just grief: a mysterious painting
that may be worth millions...if it’s real. Deter-
mined to uncover the truth—and desperately
in need of the money—the sisters set out on a
journey to Ireland, tracing their family’s roots
and the origins of the portrait. What begins
as a search for answers soon becomes some-
thing deeper—a reckoning with the past, as
they uncover secrets that span generations
and reshape everything they thought they
knew about their family.

Bell, Gavin. 138 Main (Gallery $30)

There’s a killer on the loose. And he’s target-
ing one specific address—138 Main Street.
The problem? There are over 7,000 Main
Streets in the USA. And the police and FBI
have no clue which one will be next. For FBI
Special Agent Ben Walker and his rookie col-
league, Officer Zoe Hill, the pressure to solve
the case is unimaginable. There aren’t enough
police officers to cover every house. Then a
manuscript is sent to the New York Times,
purporting to be the manifesto of the “Main
Street Killer” and demanding radical social
change. As the effect of the terror campaign
takes hold across the nation, Walker and Hill
find themselves in a race against time to stop
the killer. “[Bell] puts a fresh, ingenious twist
on the perennially popular serial killer thriller
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with this cleverly crafted, perfectly paced nov-
el that will have readers riveted—and wonder-
ing if their doors are locked.” (Library Journal)

Benjamin, Melanie. The Windsor Affair (Ran-
dom $31)

Feuding Windsor brothers and their wives—
some things, it seems, never change. The
Windsor Affair recreates the cataclysmic
events that nearly toppled the monarchy and
incited the power struggle between Elizabeth
Bowes-Lyon and Wallis Simpson. Told from
the perspective of both women, the novel
propels readers into the fabulous world of the
debonair Prince of Wales, café society of the
1930s, and the glittering private lives of the
Windsors.

Bloom, Amy. Blunt Blunt Instrument (Mysteri-
ous Press $28) SIGNED

The case of the bludgeoned lecturer has all of
Cromwell University reeling, even though the
elderly Professor Bullfinch wasn’t particularly
well-liked. His ornery nature and Old World
approach to campus politics ruffled more than
a few feathers over the years, and present
tensions within his department mean there
are more suspects than mourners in the wake
of his death. And the murder weapon—a
bronze bust of Nathaniel Hawthorne—does
seem to indicate that the attack may have
been academically motivated. Enter Dell
Chandler, the failed English professor turned
self-taught private detective whom Dr. Cutty
calls in to investigate the crime. She has the
background to tease out the motives among
the staff and just enough experience to con-
duct a thorough inquiry. If she solves the case
before the cops do, the university could keep
the whole thing quiet, avoiding sensational
media about the dark side of campus life. But
to do so, she’ll have to dodge her own de-
mons from her past life as a disgraced aca-
demic. Novelist and memoirist Bloom’s first

foray into crime fiction is perfect for readers
who miss Amanda Cross’ s Kate Fansler ‘s aca-
demic mysteries.

Bozeman, Darby. Summer’s Never Over (Pen-
guin $20)

Five years ago, Greer left her family’s sum-
mer camp in the mountains of Georgia and
vowed she’d never return. An idyllic season
had turned into a nightmare after a mysteri-
ous Phantom began stalking the camp—and
ended with Greer’s friend and fellow counsel-
or Steph dead. But then Greer’s mother dies,
and Greer finds herself back at Dread’s Cove,
surrounded by the people she was closest to
that intense summer. Two ex-boyfriends—
one a childhood sweetheart, the other the
guy she’s never gotten over—and old friends.
Including Margo, Steph’s best friend. Greer
and Margo didn’t leave things on the best of
terms. But now, Margo needs her. Margo nev-
er believed that Steph’s death in that horrific
fire was an accident—and she’s on the trail of
an explosive secret Steph took to her grave.
Greer has to make a choice: keep the Cove’s
secrets and her own, or finally face the truth
about that summer.

Brennan, Allison. Whisper Creek (St. Martin’s
$30) SIGNED

Many of their neighbors in Cooke County have
thrown in the towel and agreed to sell their
farms to a local businessman, but despite sim-
ilar pressure, recently widowed Ellen Mckenna
is doing everything she can to keep her Texas
farm afloat. On top of the usual hardships,

a series of recent storms has left the region
partly flooded, and as the heavy rain begins
again one morning, all the members of the
McKenna family jump into action to protect
their land and animals. Ellen’s oldest son dis-
covers an injured dog—and the dog leads him
to a man barely clinging to life, the apparent
victim of a brutal home invasion. Then, Ellen’s
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younger kids go to check on a nearby neigh-
bor and walk into a threat none of them saw
coming. Before anyone can figure out what'’s
really going on in their idyllic rural valley, the
storm picks up again in intensity, and the McK-
enna kids find themselves in over their heads
with no way to call for help. To protect her
farm--and her family—Ellen must face down
all the forces trying to tear them apart. High-
stakes, survival suspense done right.

Colgan, Jenny. Meet Me at the Seaside Cottag-
es (HarperCollins $18.99)

Janey Carter has a lot to be grateful for—a
home by the sea in the Scottish isles, a job
that she loves, two kids who have successfully
launched, and a network of kind and support-
ive friends. But since her husband left, her
confidence has taken a nosedive. And then,
out of the blue, her thirty-year-old daughter
Essie announces she’s moving back home. No
sooner is Essie back under her mother’s roof
than an unusual opportunity pops up: the
shabby and unloved Seaside Cottages next
door come up for sale. Janey has some expe-
rience renovating the island’s famous stone
fisherman’s cottages, Essie needs something
to do, and they could both use a little Air B&B
income to warm their pockets. Mother and
daughter slowly bond over the shared chal-
lenge, which delivers some much-needed rev-
elations for Essie, and offers Janey a surprise
second chance at love as well.

Day, Jamie. Beach Thriller (St. Martin’s $29)
Holly Sinclair, a struggling author, is dead
broke. After being evicted from her New York
apartment, she returns to her family’s dilap-
idated beach house in coastal New England
with one urgent goal: write a book that sells.
Fast. Reinventing herself won’t be easy, but
the old seaside town offers a few unexpected
allies. Gail, a driven local Realtor, introduces
her to a charming handyman who can help

her get back on her feet. Serena, the town
psychic, offers encouragement and an unset-
tling warning about danger ahead. And Jade, a
teen runaway, is hiding out in Holly’s attic and
desperately needs a safe place to land. Hol-
ly takes Jade in, and soon the girl finds work
with the powerful Carmichael family. Their
dynasty has faded, but their connection to
Holly’s past is darker than she wants to re-
member. Their secrets could put both women
at risk.

Dunn, Claire Ross. Lost in France (Crooked
Lane $29.99)

Dedicated single mom and overworked film
festival staffer Marlow buys a house online for
one euro—then finds out there are strings at-
tached. To sort out the mess, Marlow decides
to take an impromptu holiday in France. But
when the impossible local bureaucrat refus-
es her a refund, she decides to renovate and
flip the house. Along for the ride is Marlow’s
teenage daughter, Sabine. Recently graduated
but adrift, Sabine uses the trip as a chance to
secretly reconnect with her Parisian father.
And when a cute but arrogant boy enters the
picture, things get even more complicated.
Meanwhile, Marlow finds herself caught be-
tween two men, the fascinating but irascible
village handyman and the wealthy and charm-
ing owner of a nearby champagnerie. A Year
in Provence meets Under the Tuscan Sun in
this charming novel about life, love, and learn-
ing to start over again.

Eddings, Mazey. You Won't Forget Me (St.
Martin’s $19)

Cubby Clark is the heart of her band—loyal,
earnest, and determined to make music that
matters. But just as they’re about to break
out, Connor, her on-again, off-again boyfriend
walks away . . . and rockets to solo fame with
a hit song tearing her down. Left with a frac-
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tured band, a publicly adored and toxic ex,
and relentless writer’s block, Cubby is barely
holding it together. The only thing keeping her
steady are her friends and bandmates Darcy
and Harry. Especially Darcy—bright, magnetic,
and more guarded than she lets on. But, when
a seemingly romantic photo of Cubby and
Harry goes viral the same night Cubby and
Darcy hook-up, the inseparable pair begin to
fracture. Thrust into a whirlwind tour, Cubby
and Darcy are forced into close quarters. Now
Cubby has one summer to decide what she’s
willing to risk. Walking away would be easier.
But staying might mean everything.

Forest, Kristina. The Summer Girlfriend (Pen-
guin $20)

After recently getting laid off from her book-
seller job, Noelle Lewis’'main gig is now serv-
ing as a “stand-in” bridesmaid, which doesn’t
pay enough for the upcoming semester’s
tuition. But then the perfect, if not unconven-
tional, opportunity arises. Trying to avoid a
family gathering, Jeremiah Smith II, grandson
of the founder of Smith’s Sweets—a well-
known baked goods company— invents an
event with his new girlfriend. The problem?
Jeremiah doesn’t have a girlfriend. After a
chance meeting, Noelle and Jeremiah come to
an agreement. He’ll hire her to be his stand-in
girlfriend for the weekend, and she’ll use that
money toward her tuition. She figures it will
be quick, easy money, but as it turns out, Jer-
emiah’s family is lovely, and Jeremiah is even
lovelier. Soon, a weekend agreement turns
into an entire summer, and Noelle and Jeremi-
ah will have to keep their hearts in check, or
else it’s sink or swim for them both.

Hendry, Erica. Let’s Not Go Overboard Here
(Grand Central $29)

There are a lot of things that pop culture
aficionado Melanie Hoffman is great at: rat-
tling off storylines from The Real Housewives,

reciting the Mary-Kate and Ashley Olsen film-
ography from memory, and quoting Gossip
Girl like it’s The Godfather, to name a few. And
then there are the things she’s not good at:
maintaining a healthy work-life balance, sleep-
ing (in general), and being a functioning adult
who isn’t completely destroyed by the death
of her best friend, Ari. But then her company
requires Mel to take a mandatory vacation.
Desperate to avoid two weeks alone with her
thoughts, Mel joins her friend Vish on a yacht
trip in Greece chartered by his tech company.
Mel couldn’t dream up a better distraction
from her sorrow. But Mel’s dream quickly
plunges into nightmarish waters when she
overhears a sinister conversation in the dead
of night, and the next day a passenger goes
missing.

Hilton, Kate. City of the Muse (Simon & Schus-
ter $18.99)

Toronto archivist Maddie Sloan feels like her
academic career is at a dead end, and she’s
still healing from her recent breakup with her
former partner, Ben. To make matters worse,
Ben still works with Maddie’s father, a famous
archaeologist, and with whom Maddie has
had a major falling out. It feels like her father
has chosen Ben over her. When famous TV
archaeologist Peter Bahar arrives at the Toron-
to Archaeological Museum to verify the prov-
enance of objects from their Egyptian collec-
tion believed to be from Calliopolis, Maddie
jumps at the opportunity to help. After all,
she has her own ties to the Cursed City of
Calliopolis through her grandmother, Iris, who
worked at the site. As Maddie and Peter begin
digging into the objects and circumstances
surrounding the excavation, they learn that
two papyrologists seem to have abruptly dis-
appeared from the dig without explanation.
Suddenly, a search for provenance becomes a
guest to uncover a history shrouded in secrets
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and lies—and a murder that has been covered
up for more than a century.

Huber, Anna Lee. A Bitter Cut (Penguin $19)
Lady Kiera Darby plans to spend the summer
with her dashing husband Sebastian Gage
reconnecting with friends and family in antic-
ipation of the betrothal of her beloved broth-
er. But when a future in-law is implicated in

a murder, the party takes a deadly turn. As
the couple slowly inches their way closer to
the discovering the identity of the killer and
threats emerge against their loved ones, Kiera
begins to fear that the price of solving the
crime may mean sacrificing her brother’s fu-
ture happiness.

Jackson, Jenny. The Shampoo Effect (Penguin
$30)

When Caroline Lash arrives in Greenhead,
Massachusetts, she falls head-over-heels for
Van Whittaker, a fleece-wearing, litter-collect-
ing, kayak enthusiast with long, floppy hair
and the personality of a Border collie. Born
and raised in this picturesque coastal village,
Van runs with the same crowd he did as a kid.
But when Van’s ex-girlfriend Bailey discovers
that she is pregnant with Van’s baby, the del-
icate balance of the group is thrown off. Soon
Caroline is cast out of the circle and what she
does next—in a potent mix of fury and heart-
break—exposes long-held secrets and works
the entire town of Greenhead into a lather.

Kurtz, Catherine. Feast (Penguin $30)

In nineteenth-century France, Minha,a young
woman with a magical sense of taste, saves a
duc from poison, and her new role as poison
taster thrusts her into the world of the no-
bility, where secrets and danger lurk around
every corner. A thoroughly addictive debut
novel about food, possession, race, love, and
a young woman fighting to build a fulfilling life
against all odds.

Lester, Natasha. The Chateau on Sunset (Ran-
dom $20)

In 1957, newly orphaned Aria Jones is sent

to live with her aunt, a fading star who hides
away in Hollywood’s infamous Chateau Mar-
mont. There, two aspiring actresses, Calliope
and Flitter, take the grieving Aria under their
wing. But the Marmont isn’t meant for small
girls with big hearts, and Aria’s first few nights
reveal an insidious secret that continues to
haunt her as she grows up in the hotel’s halls,
where the bright lights of Hollywood cast even
darker shadows. If Aria can just stay invisible
and invite no trouble as she saves money,
then she can leave the Marmont and live

life on her own terms—alone but free. Her
carefully laid plans fall apart when the hotel
is bought by Theo Winchester, a reclusive
rock star turned unexpected caretaker of his
daughter, Adele, and unlike any man Aria has
met before. To earn the last bit of money she
needs to escape, Aria becomes Adele’s tutor,
which brings Aria closer to Theo and ignites

a passion she never expected. A midcentury
Hollywood re-imagination of Jane Eyre.

McCreight, Kimberly. Someone Else’s Husband
(Knopf $30)

Gretchen Falk, a Park Avenue sophisticate
born into great wealth and blessed with a sto-
rybook marriage, knows she lives a charmed
life, and she’s not about to risk losing any part
of it. That’s why she tried to convince Rich-
ard, her devoted husband and the father to
their three children, not to join his old college
friends on an expedition to the imposing peak
of Mount Kilimanjaro. Little did she know
that the beautiful artist climbing alongside
him might prove the far greater danger. Read-
ers who miss Dominick Dunne’s brand of old
money, high society, crime centered novels
will love McCreight’s latest, which is already
optioned for Netflix.
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Moore, Meg Mitchell. Down with the Ship-
mans (HarperCollins $30)

It’s the week after Fourth of July, and the
Shipman sisters are returning to their pictur-
esque summer home on the New Hampshire
coast for what they believe is a family reunion,
the first without their late mother. However,
their tranquil setting quickly becomes a stage
for drama when their father, Calvin, drops

the bombshell news that he plans to sell the
cherished beach house. As old memories are
stirred up and the sisters navigate both the
packing of the house and their personal crises,
the arrival of Calvin’s new wife pushes Jordan,
Natalie, and Mae to decide how far they’re
willing to go to preserve the Shipman bond.

Pons, Chip. Dearly Departed (Penguin $20)
Hayden Harlow, once the mighty Hades, has
spent centuries quietly resenting his fall from
immortality. Stripped of his godhood by the
allegedly irreversible Immortal Retirement
Act, he now runs Harlow and Sons Funer-

al Home—a front for his eternal sentencing
among mortals, and a bleak reminder of the
purpose he’s lost. Still, he’s determined to
claw his way back...if only the Fates at City
Hall would stop toying with him. However,
when a mix-up involving some funeral flowers
puts Hayden in the path of florist Levi Wild-
er, Hayden finds himself caught between his
plans to secure his old life and a bright new
future with Levi.

Poston, Ashley. The Someday Garden (Penguin
$20) SIGNED

When Sophie Drear plans her escape to coast-
al Maine for the summer—for a temporary
job revitalizing the storied grounds at Lilymoor
House—she doesn’t expect to fall in love. But
she does: With the beguiling land, the fragrant
flowers, and the towering hedge maze. With
the quirky staff and the enigmatic woman

who owns the place. And then, the door ap-
pears. Never in the same place twice, it leads
her to a secret, and unfinished, garden with
a frustrated thundercloud of a man trapped
inside.

Schmitt, Edward. The Open Era (Penguin $19)
Recently-turned-pro tennis player Austin
Hardy has been out since high school and it’s
never been a big deal. That is, until he be-
comes the first openly gay man to compete
in @ Grand Slam tournament. Suddenly, being
gay is a huge deal, with headlines to prove it.
Unprepared for this new spotlight, Austin’s
anxiety disorder hits a breaking point, and he
trips and falls at practice. Right next to the
very attractive, very talented, and probably
straight Diego Cruz, ranked second in the
world. Think Heated Rivalry but with tennis
racquets instead of hockey sticks.

Selinger, Hannah. Valley of the Moms (Little,
Brown $29)

It’s not that Anna Plummer doesn’t like living
in the uber-wealthy town of Hamilton; it’s just
she never thought she’d be married with two
young kids, comfortable, complacent...and
growing more bored by the minute. So, when
she realizes her second grader won’t be able
to attend the “Ziti with Your Sweetie” school
dance because she didn’t pay for a “Premi-
um” membership, she snaps. She sends an
email to the terrifying president of the PTO—
and all hell breaks loose. One year later, Anna
is found dead in the frozen Ipswich River. Left
to pick up the pieces, her husband, Denny, is
shaken to his core. He’s no expert, but he’s
seen enough Dateline to know that the po-
lice think he’s the main suspect. If they aren’t
going to get justice for Anna, he will. Stepford
Wives meets Big Little Lies in this serpentine
suspense novel.
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Thompson, Aggie Blum. The Neighbors Are
Watching (St. Martin’s $19)

Just outside Washington, DC, sits Eastbrook,
Bethesda—a leafy suburb with top schools,
pristine landscapes, and perfect neighbors.
It’s not the kind of place where nannies are
killed during robberies gone wrong. And in
this picture-perfect neighborhood, someone
is desperate to plaster over the cracks in that
facade.A year after the unsolved neighbor-
hood murder, Caren, nearing fifty and staring
down an empty nest, has one too many drinks
at a graduation party and blacks out on her
way home. At least, that’s what everyone says
happened. Caren suspects she was drugged
by someone. But who? When Caren teams up
with a new neighbor who is obsessed with fig-
uring out who murdered his best friend, they
start to uncover what Eastbrook has tried to
forget. But in a place where appearances are
everything, their search for the truth means
not only shattering carefully curated perfec-
tion — but putting themselves squarely in the
crosshairs of a killer. Readers who like their
domestic suspense novels served up with a
killer twist will love this.

Williams, Tia. The Missed Connection (Grand
Central $29)

On a flight to Paris for work, casting agent
Sasha Cruz unexpectedly encounters her own
perfect romantic type: a broodingly attractive
mystery man. Sparks fly—but they never ex-
change contact information. Convinced she’s
lost out on her soulmate, Sasha emails her
work friend for help, but accidentally writes to
the entire company worldwide! The interna-
tional manhunt to find Seat F begins. Mean-
while Sasha takes matters into her own hands.
She hires a smoldering detective she knew in
another lifetime—who complicates matters

in unforeseen (and irresistible) ways. With a
worldwide search underway, will love take

flight for Sasha?

Worley, Olivia. Man of My Dreams (St. Mar-
tin’s $29)

Bestselling romance author vy Harcourt has
been as unlucky in love as she’s been success-
ful in writing—as her sad relationship track
attests, there are no good dating options left
in New York . . . Until she rescues an escaped
dog in the park, and runs into Liam. Charming,
British, hot architect Liam. The exact descrip-
tion of the love interest in her next book.
When an instant connection leads to a whirl-
wind relationship, lvy is convinced she’s found
the dream man. Except he may be too perfect.
He may be hiding something. And lvy may
have secrets of her own.

Yang, Tessa. The Jellyfish Problem (Penguin
$30)

Marine biologist Dr. Jo Ness makes the discov-
ery of a lifetime when she is called to rescue
the inhabitants of a small Maine island being
menaced by a giant, glowing jellyfish in this
richly imagined, wholly original debut that
thoughtfully explores love, loss, and the joy of
new discoveries.

Hitch — The Master of Suspense

Moral, Tony Lee. A Century of Hitchcock (Uni-
versity Press of Kentucky $29.95)

For over a century, Alfred Hitchcock has re-
mained one of cinema’s most influential
directors. This visionary filmmaker directed
more than fifty films over six decades. Hitch-
cock’s work received tremendous success
and critical acclaim. While he never won the
competitive Academy Award for Best Direc-
tor, he received five Oscar nominations, two
Golden Globes, the Irving G. Thalberg Me-
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morial Award, a BAFTA Fellowship, multiple
lifetime achievement awards, and two stars
on the Hollywood Walk of Fame. Drawing on
new archival research, previously unpublished
interviews, and a rigorous examination of key
biographies, A Century of Hitchcock challenges
the long-standing narratives that have shaped
Hitchcock»s legacy while reexamining the
director>s cinematic brilliance, storytelling
mastery, creative partnerships, and
controversies, offering a fresh perspective on
Hitchcock»s legacy in the post-#MeToo era.

Rowan, Leah. Marion (St. Martin’s $29)
Marion is in deep. She’s stolen money from
the Manhattan ad agency where she works in
a desperate bid to help her sister escape an
abusive marriage, but the bus breaks down
before she can make it to Saratoga Springs. It’s
late at night, and the only place with vacan-
cies is an old set of cabins on the outskirts of
town. She pays for a room in cash, and ends
up chatting with Norm, the young innkeeper
who’s handsome, charming and a touch hung-
up on his elderly mother. Back in her room,
she steps into the shower, scrubbing off the
late-summer heat, when the curtain is pulled
back. Sound familiar? If you guessed Alfred
Hitchcock’s Psycho, you would be correct. But
while the premise is familiar, Rowan takes the
story in a whole new direction. A brilliantly
twisty re-imagining of a classic suspense film

Young, Caroline. Fashioning Hitchcock
(Bloomsbury $56.99)

With his keen artist’s eye, Alfred Hitchcock’s
genius as a director lay in the visual universe
he developed across a six-decade career. In the
many unforgettable moments from his mov-
ies, it’s the costume that enhances the sto-
rytelling; Tippi Hedren cowering from a mass
of angry birds in her torn green dress, Cary
Grant in a glen-check suit as he escapes a crop

duster, and Kim Novak emerging from green
mist in her ghost-like gray suit. In Fashioning
Hitchcock, Caroline Young details Hitchcock’s
relationships with his costume designers to
create an identifiable aesthetic through cloth-
ing. Using archival material, Young paints the
full picture of the use of costume in Hitchcock’s
movies, and his key relationships with design-
ers, producers, and actors to delve into the
visual language, the obsessions, and the quest
for beauty that defined his six-decade career.

Nonfiction

Baird, Addy. The Magical Game (St. Martin’s
$29)

For more than 150 years, a magical culture

has been central to the game of baseball: At
the turn of the 20th century, a battle between
two lucky mascots defined early World Series
matchups. Soon after, two generational curs-
es spawned decades of heartbreaking losses
for the Chicago Cubs and the Boston Red Sox.
Today, players like Bryce Harper perform at-bat
rituals, fans refuse to wash the jerseys of their
favorite players, and baseball people every-
where refuse to utter the words “no-hitter” be-
fore there’s been a hit. In The Magical Game,
journalist and converted baseball fan Addy
Baird turns her reporter’s eye to her favorite
sport, investigating the roots of these magical
practices and telling the story of baseball’s long
history of superstition, rituals, curses, jinxes,
hoodoos, and hexes.

Campbell, Matthew. The Man Who Stole the
Gods (Penguin $35)

Amidst the chaos of Cambodia’s brutal geno-
cide, a new crime wave emerged—one that
would sweep across borders and entangle
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the world’s most prestigious art institutions.
Priceless treasures of the ancient Khmer Em-
pire, the civilization that produced Angkor
Wat, vanished from sacred temples, looted

by smugglers and trafficked into the hands

of elite collectors. At the center of it all was

a man named Douglas Latchford. In The Man
Who Stole the Gods, award-winning journalist
Matthew Campbell unravels the gripping story
of Latchford’s criminal enterprise, and a global
conspiracy of greed and collusion—one that
involves some of the world’s most powerful
museums and collectors.

Dolan, Eric Jay. The Wreck of the Mentor (Liv-
eright $27.99)

From the best—selling author of Black Flags,
Blue Waters comes the story of the American
whaleship Mentor, wrecked in 1832 on a re-
mote reef in the western Pacific. With supplies
dwindling, the eleven surviving crewmen face
not only the miseries of shipwreck in unfamil-
iar territory but also the profound uncertainty
of contact with the Indigenous people of the
Micronesian archipelago of Palau, who within
days approach the deserted men brandishing
axes, clubs, and spears. In this gripping saga
of cultural collision, tribal wars, and dashed
hopes, award—winning historian Eric Jay Dol-
in vividly reconstructs the Mentor’s doomed
voyage, the years of perilous captivity, and the
delicate negotiations and fraught naval rescue
mission that followed.

Moskowitz, Eric. The Hardest, Longest Race (St.
Martin’s $31)

In 1909, America was home to 253 automak-
ers, a landscape of visionaries, schemers, and
would-be barons of the new century. But when
playboy millionaire M. Robert Guggenheim an-
nounced an audacious “Ocean to Ocean” con-
test from New York City to the Seattle World’s
Fair, only three companies were brassy enough
to show up at the starting line: Acme, Ford,

and Shawmut. From Pulitzer prize-winning
journalist Eric Moskowitz comes the riveting
story of the first true coast-to-coast automo-
bile race in U.S. history, a fast-paced tale of the
gritty and determined drivers who braved hos-
tile terrain, mechanical failure, and, shockingly,
sabotage, to take home the gold.

Tabor, James M. Lightning Beneath the Sea
(W.W. Norton $31.99)

In 1854, the American entrepreneur Cyrus
Field set out to lay a 2,000-mile telegraph
cable across the bottom of the Atlantic Ocean.
Nothing like it had ever been attempted. Field
knew nothing about telegraphy, electricity,
ships, or oceans, and science itself still lacked
a universal theory of electricity. But he be-
lieved that wiring the world for near-instan-
taneous communication would bring about
peace on Earth. In 1866, after enduring over a
decade of global scorn, catastrophic failures,
staggering losses, and brushes with death, he
would finally lay his great cable, ushering in
the global information age. From acclaimed
author James M. Tabor, Lightning Beneath the
Sea is an unforgettable tale of radical vision,
unwavering determination, and triumph
against overwhelming odds that transformed
life on Earth forever

Talty, Stephan. The American School of Spies
(Penguin $35)

In 1942, as head of the newly formed OSS,
Wild Bill Donovan deployed spies across Eu-
rope and around the world to try to thwart the
Nazis. In Greece, Nazis weren't just taking over
territory; they were seizing and threatening to
destroy some of the world’s most important
and valuable historical monuments and arti-
facts. So, Donovan tapped a young lvy League-
trained archaeologist named Rodney Young to
assemble and lead a team of spies to collect
intel. From the New York Times bestselling
author, the incredible true story of the Amer-
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ican archaeologists and classicists who went
undercover as 0SS spies during World War I
to fight the Nazis and protect the world’s most
precious relics

Valentine, Sarah. Decoding the Devil (Harper-
Collins $30)

Facing the global threat of a rising Communist
world power in the aftermath of World War I,
the U.S. employed hundreds of Black Ameri-
cans to speed read Russian communications
and gather essential information on the US’s
most dangerous nuclear rival. The result was
the creation of a segregated civilian codebreak-
ing unit known as the Traffic Processing Divi-
sion—The Plantation. Despite wage discrimi-
nation, grueling hours, strict quotas, and harsh
conditions, the Plantation’s 100 college-edu-
cated Black women made invaluable break-
throughs in United States’ Soviet intelligence
even as the Red Scare and the backlash against
civil rights eroded their democratic freedoms
at home. Their underappreciated top-secret
work led directly to victory over the USSR and
the end of the Cold War thirty years later. In
this thrilling history, Sarah Valentine tells their
remarkable story in full for the first time.

Wegman, Jesse. The Lost Founder (Celadon
$30)

As a young lawyer, James Wilson made a cele-
brated case for American independence in an
essay that inspired the famous words “We hold
these truths to be self-evident, that all men are
created equal.” He wrote the first draft of the
Constitution and, along with the more famous
James Madison, played perhaps the essen-

tial role in its ultimate creation. Appointed as

a justice to the first Supreme Court, he was
later brought down by reckless land specula-
tion and died of malaria in the back room of

a North Carolina tavern while hiding from his
creditors. Instead of being remembered as one
of the nation’s great political thinkers, Wilson

was virtually written out of history. But in The
Lost Founder, Wegman brings to life the most
prescient of the earliest patriots and makes

a convincing argument that scandal should
not diminish the life and impact of a brilliant,
complicated man whose vision for his country
could not be more relevant today.

West. Nancy. Agatha Christie (Adams $17)
Only Shakepeare’s works have sold more cop-
ies than Agatha Christie’s mysteries. Now step
inside the world of the Queen of Crime with
this new bio/critical companion that offers an
intimate glimpse into her life, mind, and works.
Featuring quotes about (and from) the literary
genius and excerpts from her suspenseful sto-
ries, this beautifully crafted literary biography
is a celebration of Christie’s literary brilliance
and timeless creations. With each page, you’ll
learn all there is to know about the bestselling
novelist of all time, from her early years to her
lasting impact on pop culture. A fun, new look
at Christie and her books (though some might
quibble at Christie’s mysteries being labeled
“cozy”)from the author of Masterpiece: Amer-
ica’s 50-Year-Old Love Affair with British Televi-
sion Drama.
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