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OUR JULY CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Store Hours
M-F 10 AM-7 PM Sat 10 AM-6 PM Sun 12-5 PM
Note: The events marked “Live” offer Signed books. The virtual events do so when noted

Watch these virtual events on Facebook Live or on our YouTube channel and any time thereafter
at a time that suits you. You don’t have to belong to Facebook to click in.
You also can listen to our Podcasts on Google Music, iTunes, Spotify, and other popular podcast sites.

Note that we have opened a YouTube channel just for John Charles’ many author interviews, most of which do not appear in our
regular calendar but are supplemental and varied. Watch at your leisure.

JULY 4 We are closed to celebrate

MONDAY JULY 6 7:00 PM Live Event

Allison Brennan discusses Whisper Creek (St Martins $30)
A family fights against man and weather for its Texas farm
Paul Doiron discusses Storm Tide (St Martins $29)
Maine’s Mike Bowditch is busted from Warden Investigator
down to Warden which works well for a dark case

WEDNESDAY JULY 8 5:00 PM Virtual Event

Marie Benedict and Victoria Christopher Murray discuss A
Pair of Aces (Berkley $30)

Two trailblazers, a Black prosecutor and a Madam, take down
Lucky Luciana in 1930s New York City with Thomas Dewey
Our July Historical Fiction Pick

Signed Books in stock

WEDNESDAY JULY 8 6:15 PM Virtual Event
Alex Finlay is our host

David Ellis discusses Keep Them Close (Putnam $30)
Signed books available

THURSDAY JULY 9 5:00 PM Virtual Event
Julie Clark is our host

Jessica Knoll discusses Helpless (Scribner $28)
Signed books available

THURSDAY JULY 9 7:00 PM Virtual Event

Patrick is host

Gary Phillips signs The Haul (Soho Press $28.95)

A heist novel where a pro thief raids a tech billionaire’s bunker
Signed books available

SATURDAY JULY 11 6:00 PM Live Event

Pat King is our host

The new Horror Discussion Club meets to discuss The Truth of
Carcosa (Union Square $29)

MONDAY JULY 13 7:00 PM Live Event

Beau I’ Amour and Ryan Pote

L’ Amour discusses Skyring Water (Random House $32)
Co-written with his late father Louis,. A Cold War spy story in the
grand style of Ludlum or Cussler

Pote discusses The Ghost City (Putnam $30)

Our first 50 copies come with ancient certified Mongol bronze
coins (1480-1530 AD) plus one grand prize: a first edition 1934
publication of Travels by Marco Polo from Easton Press, leather
bound and 24k gold gilded pages, that ties into The Ghost City.

TUESDAY JULY 14 1:00 PM Virtual Event

Arvind Ethan David with Les Klinger

David discusses The Great Game (Thomas & Mercer $16.99)
In 1905, Raffles and Balvinder dev Singh investigate a series of
brutal murders targeting English aristocrats

Add in Holmes, Watson, and Churchill! in an audacious story
with a nod to Poe—it’s great fun yet strikes serious chords

WEDNESDAY JULY 15 7:00 PM Live Event

Linda Castillo, Kelsey Cox, and Ashley Winstead

Castillo discusses A Dark Path (St Martins $31)

A first ever collection of stories in the Edgar-award-winning Kate
Burkholder series,

Cox discusses Pretty Dead Things (St Martins $29), her sopho-
more novel after winning the 2026 Thriller Award for Best First
Novel

Winstead discusses Hot Girl Murder Club (St Martins $29)
Winstead shows us what female rage can do in Hollywood

THURSDAY JULY 16 7:00 PM Live Event

John is our host

Andrea Catalano discusses The Lacemaker’s Fortune (Amazon
$16.99)

Aimee Runyan discusses Missed Connections (Harper Muse
$18.99)

FRIDAY JULY 17 7:00 PM Live Ticketed Event
Lisa Scottoline discusses This Changes Everything (Grand
Central $30)
Scottoline pulls Julia Pritzger of The Unraveling of Julia from
Tuscany back to Pennsylvania when her best friend’s grandmoth-
er is murdered
Location: The Poisoned Pen
Tickets: $32 comes with one copy of the book

$1 is a companion ticket, no book
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SATURDAY JULY 18 10:30 AM Live and Virtual
Croak & Dagger Club discusses Sulari Gentill’s The Woman in

the Library ($16.99)

MONDAY JULY 20 7:00 PM Live Event

David Heska Wanbli Weiden discusses Wisdom Corner (Harper
$30)

His second thriller embraces life—and death—on the Rosebud
Indian Reservation

Plus there’s a chef and food involved

TUESDAY JULY 21 6:30 PM Live Ticketed Event

Daniel Silva discusses Ransom (Harper $32)

Art restorer Gabriel Allon, hooked into a kidnapping, may have
to resort to his former profession

Location: The Poisoned Pen

Tickets: $35 comes with one copy of the book

WEDNESDAY JULY 22 5:00 PM Virtual Event

Australia’s Dervla McTiernan discusses Three Reasons for
Revenge (Harper $30)

Follow a twisty and twisted police investigation in Melbourne
McTiernan is offering a bonus to buyers of her book from The
Pen: a free ebook gift of her story “The Wrong One.” When you
purchase her book we will send your email to her team who will
send you the link.

THURSDAY JULY 23 5:00 PM Virtual Event

Bryan Gruley discusses The River Deep (Severn $29.99)
Bitterfrost thrillers #2 set in a small hockey-mad northern Michi-
gan town

Signed book available

FRIDAY JULY 24 7:00 PM Live and Virtual Event

SciFi Friday discusses Tom King’s Helen of Windhorn ($29.99)
SATURDAY JULY 25 11:00 AM Live Event

The Cookbook Club discusses Yotam Ottolenghi’s Ottolenghi
Simple ($37.99

TUESDAY JULY 28 7:00 PM Live Event

Charles Salzberg with Reed Farrel Coleman

Salzberg discusses The Beginning of Everything (Regalo Press
$18.99)

Amateur sleuth John Green has a secret—a psychic ability to see
into peoples’ pasts

THURSDAY JULY 30 7:00 PM Live Event

Hardboiled Crime Club discusses James Ellroy’s White Jazz
($19)

SATURDAY AUGUST 1 2:00 PM Live Event
Kristin Harmel discusses Meet Me in Paris (Gallery Books $29)

British Crime Club One Unsigned hardcover or paperback per
month

Murray, Jo. The Dissection of a Murder UK special edition Sold
to club members only. US edition ($19)

Cozy Crimes Club One Unsigned hardcover or paperback per
month

Thorogood, Robert. The Mysterious Affair of Judith Potts
Comes with some special swag for club members

Crime Collectors Club Book of the Month Club One Signed
First Printing per month
Wayne, Teddy. The Au Pair

First Mystery Club One Signed First Printing per month
Bloom, Amy. Blunt Instrument

SUBSCRIPTION CLUB PICKS FOR JULY
July starts a new membership six-months cycle. Cozy Crimes and Historical Paperback get a free reading copy of a
forthcoming book. Other clubs get a credit.
We select a book and charge it to you. Free shipping to US Customers.
It’s a Book in a Box treat each month. We do ask that you sign up for a minimum of 3 months.
To join, gift, or request information please email sales@poisonedpen.com

Hardboiled/Noir Club One Signed or unsigned hardcover or
paperback per month
Weiden, David Heska Wanbli. Wisdom Corner

Historical Fiction Club One First Printing per month
Benedict, Marie and Victoria Christopher Murray. A Pair of Aces

Historical Fiction Paperback Club One Unsigned paperback
per month
Robecchi Alessandro. Broken Truths

Notable New Fiction Club One Signed First Printing per month
L’Amour, Beau. Skyring Water

Romance and Relationships Club One unsigned hardcover or
paperback per month
Williams, Tia. The Missed Connection
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SIGNED BOOKS FOR JULY
A note here: All of our Signed Hardcover books are first printings

Abbott, Jeff. January and July (Blackstone $29.99). A disgraced
intel officer anxious to redeem herself after a disastrous mission,
January Holte vows to uncover the identity of a traitor who is
selling her agency’s secrets. The few clues she’s found have led
her to a sleepy river town: Lethey, Texas—and to Bill Connors,
the one man who might know the truth. July Whitlock, a rookie
bodyguard, searches for his one and only client, who has sud-
denly disappeared. He follows a trail to Lethey to find his missing
protectee—Bill Connors. But Bill’s friends and enemies in Le-
they have secrets of their own. And as January and July ask ques-
tions no one wants to answer, they find a tangled web to pierce.

Benedict/Marie/Victoria Christopher Murray. A Pair of Aces
Though they come from vastly different worlds, Polly Adler and
Eunice Carter are each trailblazing women in their own right.
Eunice Carter, an assistant district attorney for the City of New
York, made history as Manhattan’s first Black female prosecutor.
Meanwhile, Polly Adler spent years building her business to be-
come one of the city’s most notorious madams. When Mob boss
Lucky Luciano’s power and corruption go too far, the two women
forge an unlikely alliance to bring him down in a way only they
can.”—Reese Witherspoon on her June Pick which is our July
Historical Fiction Pick The authors highlight the woman’s
bravery and willingness to take risks facing down gangsters. Also
for those interested in political history, Thomas Dewey ,who went
on to become Governor of New York and then ran against first
Roosevelt and then Truman, is the lead special prosecutor in the
court room.

Bloom, Amy. Blunt Instrument (Mysterious Press $28). Our July
First Mystery Pick, by an author of other genres, is an unusual
academic or campus mystery set at Cromwell University with

a truly original protagonist, brutal academic politics, a murder
by a bust of Nathaniel Hawthorn and a failed English professor
who’s become a PI and is controversially called in by the sharp
university President Dr. Cutty to discover who did murder aging
English Professor Bullfinch. I do not call this a Dark Academic,
rather it’s much more in the vein of Dorothy L. Sayers’ Gaudy
Night ($18.99), a classic set at Oxford and concerned with
ethics, literature...and murder. Bloom updates this with modern
twists but fundamentally tracks Sayers’ concerns. “As Dell
wends her way through this backbiting den of academic iniquity,
she ends up with more suspects than you can shake a bust of
Nathaniel Hawthorne at, and some hot extracurricular activities
as well.”—Oprah Daily. 1 add that Bloom herself is a recently
retired Professor of Creative Writing at Wesleyan University and
a psychotherapist to boot. Thus she is at home in the world she
creates for Dell Chandler’s first outing. I say “first” hopefully, we
could happily see more of Dell.

Brennan, Allison. Whisper Creek (St Martins $30). After the
sudden death of her husband, Ellen McKenna is doing everything
she can to keep her Texas farm afloat. She and her family hope

to expand their operation, but times are tough and making ends
meet is more expensive than she imagined, much less trying to
grow. Many of their neighbors in Cooke County have thrown in
the towel and agreed to sell their farms to a local businessman,
but despite similar pressure, Ellen refuses to let her dreams die.

On top of the usual hardships, a series of recent storms has left
the region partly flooded, and as the heavy rain begins again one
morning, all the members of the McKenna family jump into ac-
tion to protect their land and animals. Ellen’s oldest son discovers
an injured dog—and the dog leads him to a man barely cling-
ing to life, the apparent victim of a brutal home invasion. Then,
Ellen’s younger kids go to check on a nearby neighbor and walk
into a threat none of them saw coming. “Fans of Yellowstone,
Colleen Coble, and Ellen Crosby will enjoy this high-stakes
drama rooted in land rights and family loyalty. While the farm-
versus-corporation conflict may feel familiar, Brennan delivers
relentless suspense and escalating danger.”—Library Journal

Castillo, Linda. A Dark Path (St Martins $31) is the first ever
collection of stories in the Edgar-award-winning Kate Burk-
holder series, one of which is completely new and features an
Amish couple who disappear while on a treacherous road. They’d
recently been threatened by their granddaughter’s troubled boy-
friend—and there’s heavy weather moving in. Kate rushes toward
their remote farm, but an unexpected dog causes her to crash the
Explorer into a ravine, where she discovers a shattered buggy.
Together, she and her new canine friend must mount a rescue
operation—if possible.

The stories here are interesting in that while the circum-
stances are unsparing and highlight the separation of the Amish
from “English” society in Ohio, they move towards positive
outcomes for most of the characters. Danger not murder is the
plot engine.

Catalano, Andrea. The Lacemaker’s Fortune (Amazon $16.99).
New York City, 1879. Eileen Maguire is a factory lacemaker lim-
ited by her humble circumstances and dreaming of a better life.
Lawrence Barnard is the sole heir of one of Manhattan’s wealthi-
est families, but his means keep him confined by the expectations
of society. When their paths cross one fateful winter night, Eileen
and Lawrence become caught under the spell of the charismatic
and enterprising Stanley Jones, who extols the boundless oppor-
tunities awaiting in the West. The millinery shop Eileen dreams
of owning with her sister is possible, as is the freedom to make
his own choices that Lawrence so craves. What begins as an ide-
alistic journey westward quickly becomes something unexpected
and sinister once the group lands in Leadville, Colorado, a wild
silver mining boomtown that you can read about in depth in the
marvelous mysteries of Ann Parker. it will take heartbreak and a
shocking secret to shake Eileen and Lawrence out of their blinded
stupors and remind them that their fortunes in this Gilded Age are
entirely in their own hands.

Cosby, SA. Truth to Power: A Luke Cage Marvel Crime (Disney
$28.99). Probably tip-ins. This is an original crime novel based
on Harlem’s unbreakable hero Luke Cage who here uncovers a
conspiracy turning vulnerable Americans into unwitting pawns of
a madman.

Cox, Kelsey. Pretty Dead Things (St Martins $29), Out late July,
virtual event with JT Ellison and Ashley Winstead, both Cox
fans, on August 3.

Fresh from her 2026 Thriller Award win for Best
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First Novel for Party of Liars ($19), Cox plunges you into the
backstabbing world of a Texas Beauty Pageant. 2000: Isabelle
Whitmore vanishes at Sherman Ranch in Anhalt, Texas, without
a trace. 2025: The Lone Star Princess Pageant is about to begin,
but this year it’s offering more than an annual dose of rhinestone
heels and plunging necklines. Competition is stiffer than ever
—and long standing grudges are about to resurface. Ingrid fled
Anbhalt in the wake of her sister Isabelle’s disappearance and is
just in time for a construction crew to start digging up Sherman
Ranch; the pageant brings up past traumas that Melanie can’t
forget; Cat, newly sober, starts to feel threatened in ways that
bring back old demons; and Sarah Lynn, who comes from a long
line of pageant winners, knows that losing is not an option. Then
a massive storm brings down the power grid, trapping the whole
mob under one roof....

Doiron, Paul. Storm Tide (St Martins $29). Maine Game Warden
Mike Bowditch has been busted back from investigator to field
work after his unauthorized venture across the border into Canada
in his last case. And his much loved wife is very pregnant. She’s
also understanding Mike’s embrace of risk. First he tried to pull
the body of wealthy Brian Malloy from his mysteriously burning
magnificent home. Malloy and his wife had been suspected of
murdering Malloy’s illegitimate young son rather than pay child
support. Then, miles away, accused rapist Axl Deming of a basi-
cally criminal family is cut in half by a train. Is someone orches-
trating executions of criminals who escaped justice? Is his own
name on the list? And what about the safety of Mike’s half-wolf?
“Bowditch series fans will be impressed with the pacing, the
physical tests Mike endures, and the presence of core characters
in this latest book...Doiron’s fantastic procedural series continues
to hit a satisfying stride.” —Library Journal

Donovan, Kemper. Sweet Spot (Kensington $27). Out July 28,
Signed here August 15 2:00 PM.

Ghostwriters, just like ghosts, shouldn’t exist. Know-
ing that the latest juicy memoir was penned by a stranger for a
paycheck tends to ruin the illusion of intimacy. But not every
ghostwriter is in it for the money alone. For Belle Currer—as
the ghostwriter extraordinaire prefers to be known—Genevieve
Caraway’s memoir is an irresistible project, a tale of tragedy
overcome. At 14, Genevieve was abducted from her bedroom by
a couple and held hostage for three months. She’s now a happily
married mother with a flourishing career, a poster child for thriv-
ing after trauma. Still, the scars haven’t entirely faded. Gen-
evieve’s lavish Utah home, “Sweet Spot,” is a guarded compound
impregnable to outsiders—theoretically, at least. But Belle’s
arrival coincides with the parole of Deirdre Gregory, one of
Genevieve’s kidnappers. When Deirdre shows up at Sweet Spot
begging to see Genevieve, she is refused. The next day, Deirdre’s
dead body is found on the grounds....

Ellis, David. Keep Them Close (Penguin $30). This first thing for
me to love about this book is the tour of Chicago, so nostalgic
for me. I often say there are too few novels set in Chicago so I’'m
delighted that this one offers a rich landscape. It also spares no
punches in a twisty, dark story pitting a skilled lawyer against a
seasoned cop and throwing in a female PI hired on the QT—who
might crack?

Edgar winning Chicago Appellate Judge Ellis writes of
siblings Allison and Luke who have been through a lot together.

They’ve always stood by each other. They’d do anything for each
other. Then when Allison’s husband, Finley, is murdered, the
investigation threatens to expose the siblings’ darkest secrets. An
illicit affair. A decades-old accident. A stunning deception. How
do these events explain Finley’s death? How far will Allison and
Luke go to keep their secrets buried? And can the siblings even
trust one another anymore? Here’s a new layered thriller, dizzy-
ingly clever as is the hallmark of Edgar winner Ellis’ work. I look
forward to his conversation with Alex Finlay on July 8 who is no
slouch at similar suspense-laden stories.

Gruley, Bryan. The River Deep (Severn $29.99). We are back

in Bitterfrost where the northern Michigan weather is brutal

and hockey rules the small town. Attorney Devyn Payne is left
navigating thin ice as her small-town community fractures in the
wake of a shocking event: a car has gone into the icy river, the
husband escapes, the wife barely does so, and their twin infant
boys die strapped into the back seat. Was this an accident Was
there a crime? Who was driving? There’s a lot more to unpack in
the second in the hard-hitting Bitterfrost thriller series from the
Edgar nominee and Pulitzer Prize—winning author who expertly
details life in the heartland. And as the Heartland is reviving we
will find more stories set there. Start this series with Bitterfrost
(516.99).

Harmel, Kristin. Meet Me in Paris (Gallery Books $29). Julia
Glover has brought her twenty-three-year-old daughter, Piper,

to Paris for the first time—but they know it will also be their
last trip here together. Julia is dying, and as the mother and
daughter desperately try to make memories together as the clock
ticks down, the world opens up around them. Piper meets a cute
French waiter, who might just understand her better than anyone
she’s ever met, and Julia meets a man at a dive bar and struggles
with how to tell him the truth about her future. This is the first
of seven love stories that make up a contemporary fiction by
Harmel.

Knoll, Jessica. Helpless (Scribner $28). Actor/writer/director
Faye Heron is pressured to return to her alma matter in the Ad-
irondacks for the first time in twelve years to speak at the funeral
of her mentor, film professor Patrick Toner. He is unexpectedly
dead, possibly a suicide like his late wife? In attendance is Pat-
rick’s nephew, Henry Spalding, a dreamboat college ex of Faye’s
whom she’s never completely gotten over. We are not sure why
they broke up. Despite Faye’s enviable Hollywood career and
marriage to her writing/producing partner, all it takes is one look
into Henry’s ink-blue eyes to arouse her dormant, decade-old
lust. But instead of the X-rated romp Faye fantasizes about, she
wakes up woozy and locked inside Henry’s isolated cabin. At first
blush, it seems like Faye is in dire straits. But is she? Kidnapping,
blackmail, and murder enter the frame as Knoll unfurls her devi-
ous, unsparing tale. It’s a lot to unpack.

“Knoll is a master of ambitious, cool-headed heroines
who know exactly how to package their pain. But in Helpless, she
lets one of them get seriously hot and bothered... Unapologetical-
ly kinky and almost diabolically twisty, this thriller keeps making
you rethink who is using whom, and why.”—Oprah Daily

L’ Amour, Beau. Skyring Water (Random House $32). This
excellent Cold War thriller was, as Beau writes in a special
postscript detailing the history of the original unpublished
manuscript and the process of collaborating with his father both
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before and after his passing. This tale engaged his father Louis
L’ Amour for years but the pressure of keeping up his Westerns
output and his health (constant pneumonia that proved to be lung
cancer) kept it on a back burner. But Beau worked on it with him
and now we get a Big Story that begins in 1961 Europe and ends
in remote South American fjords. It’s fascinating, a Big Read,
that will carry you along through the summer. Cussler fans will
find it interesting, as will those of Robert Harris, Steve Berry, and
Robert Ludlum. CJ Box recommends it as well.

1961. The world is on the brink of nuclear war. Empires
are crumbling. And in Barcelona, chaos is unleashed when a
rogue officer of the East German Stasi attempts to blackmail a
pair of struggling arms dealers. The secret—thirty tons of stolen
gold hidden in an icebound wilderness at the end of the world.
Mike Fowler is a former Navy salvage diver and OSS assassin.
Anton Voss is an expatriate German scientist whose past grows
darker the closer anyone looks. Once they might have been
enemies, yet the two share an inseparable bond: They have
saved each other’s lives. But all of that is put at risk when Mike
discovers Anton standing over a midnight visitor with a gun in
his hand. Now they’re on the run, allied with gangsters, pursued
by the CIA, Israeli intelligence, and a shadowy cabal bent on
creating an invisible empire. The trail leads from the rain-soaked
docks of Marseilles to the futuristic towers of Caracas and the
ruins of a secret island laboratory in Argentine Patagonia. The
only way for Mike Fowler to save his oldest friends, and the
woman he loves, is to unlock a decades-old mystery buried in his
partner’s Nazi past....

Lawson, Mike. McKenna’s Guy (Blackstone $29.99). From
Edgar, Barry, and Shamus Award finalist Lawson comes
something and someone new although the tale is anchored in

DC. When an intruder with murderous intent breaks into Roger
Smith’s modest home one night, the big brute gets more than he
bargained for, ending up a bloody corpse staining Roger’s carpet.
Washington, DC, Detective Grace Lillinthal investigates, and
instinct tells Grace there’s more to Roger’s story. When she learns
that Roger—after killing his home invader and before calling the
police—phoned John McKenna, she knows she’s onto something.
For John McKenna is a disreputable character of the first order.
He’s the gregarious, larger-than-life owner of a local bar that’s a
notorious den of thieves. What have Smith and McKenna been up
to? Clearly something....

% Limoncelli, Rosanne. The Four Queens of Crime: Death at
King’s Cross (Crooked Lane $29.99). 1941, London. When DCI
Lilian Wyles finds a young woman murdered at King’s Cross
Station, she needs the help of someone she can trust, but Rich-
ard Davidson, her former Scotland Yard partner, has joined MI5
and is busy tracking black market routes outside of London, so
for now, she is on her own. After having met the four queens of
crime during a murder investigation two years earlier, DCI Wyles
has kept in touch. But Agatha, Dorothy, Margery, and Ngaio are
all involved in the war effort and have problems of their own.

Mason, Daniel. Country People (Random House $29) Miles
Krzelewski is a devoted husband, a doting father beloved for

his outlandish bedtime stories, and the proud owner of a truffle-
hunting dog in a land with no truffles. He is also a bit lost, twelve
years late with his PhD on Russian folktales and increasingly
haunted by a sense that he’s become a disappointment to his
family. So when his wife, Kate, accepts a visiting professorship

at a prestigious college in the faraway forests of Vermont, he
decides that this will be the year to finally move forward with
his life. But Miles is a man of many enthusiasms, one who pos-
sesses, in Kate’s words, a great capacity “to fall in with anyone,
anywhere.” And no sooner does he arrive than he finds himself
entangled with a cast of characters as colorful as those of any
of his folktales, from a ghostly tree surgeon to a scythe-mad
biochemist, from a Shakespearean temptress to a photographer
of snowflakes obsessed with chronicling, on thousands of index
cards, the world’s delusions in an Inventory of Wrong Ideas. The
new friends, the enchanted woods, the histories: sure, no PhD,
but all good fun. Until Miles stumbles upon a bizarre—perhaps
ridiculous—Ilocal legend, which, he soon suspects, might not be
just a legend after all.

Moreno Garcia, Silvia. The Intrigue (Random House $28.99) is
a sizzling noir about desire, danger, and greed, in which seduc-
tion is the ultimate con. Handsome con artist Ulises has long
charmed lonely women via letters in order to steal their money,
but money is hard to come by in 1940s Mexico. Ulises knows
his looks won’t last forever, and he’s desperate to get his hands
on a real fortune. He thinks he’s found it when he captivates his
newest correspondent, Perla, the owner of a small-town boarding-
house in picturesque Veracruz. But when he meets her, he finds
something he didn’t expect. The woman has a niece, Inés, who is
as observant as she is desperate to escape her aunt’s household.
When Inés discovers Ulises’ true intentions, she wants in on the
scheme—a really bad idea.

Morrison, Boyd/Beth. Duel of Beasts (Bloomsbury $29.99) Out
July 28, Signed here by both on August 8.

Malaga, Spain, 1352. Knight-errant Gerard Fox and his
daring wife Willa seek young noblewoman Madelena to deliver
news of her brother’s death: an innocuous mission, yet one that
plunges the couple into a fight for their lives against their most
dangerous adversaries yet. Madelena’s sister-in-law Helvira
desires two things that Madalena now possesses: a considerable
inheritance, and a letter that provides grounds for Helvira’s ex-
ecution in both the Christian and Muslim worlds. With everything
at stake, Helvira will stop at nothing to seize both. Nothing! This
medieval series is a lot of fun.

Nossett, Lauren. Indie Darling (Flatiron $28.99). A Nashville PI
who adores Dolly Parton and who only takes on female clients
gets more than she bargained for when she agrees to help a
famous singer-songwriter fend off a stalker. The already sensitive
case becomes an emergency when the musician is shot onstage
during a concert and disappears en route to the hospital. Pro-
pulsive, empowering, and bursting with pop music ephemera,
Nossett’s winding ride through Music City plays all the right
notes and is an obvious read for fans of Ashley Winstead. The
backstory for Nossett whose musician husband unexpectedly died
a few years ago has a powerful influence on how one reads this
narrative.

Phillips, Gary. The Haul (Soho Press $28.95). After years of close
calls, O’Conner—the former “Warlord of Willow Ridge” and

pro thief—spends most of his time in semi-retirement, running
his legitimate businesses and playing pickleball. Except for his
longtime girlfriend, no one in his middle-class neighborhood is
the wiser to his double life. But O’Conner’s past refuses to stay
dead. When he’s approached with a job he can’t resist, he agrees
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to mastermind his biggest heist yet: a multi-million-dollar raid

of a tech billionaire’s secret bunker, hidden beneath his newly
constructed basketball arena. As the job goes down, testing
O’Conner’s mettle with new challenges, the promise of the score
attracts ghosts from his past he thought were long buried. The
narrative is interwoven with flashbacks to O’Conner’s coming-of-
age as an orphan in Los Angeles.

Poston, Ashley. The Someday Garden (Berkley $20). The new
head gardener at the enchanting Lilymoor House stumbles upon a
secret garden...with a mysterious man trapped inside, in the next
magical novel from Poston.

Pote, Ryan, The Ghost City (Putnam $30). Our first 50 copies
come with ancient certified Mongol bronze coins (1480-1530
AD) plus one grand prize: a first edition 1934 publication of
Travels by Marco Polo from Easton Press, leather bound and
24k gold gilded pages, that ties into The Ghost City. Which

is a perfect pairing with Beau L’ Amour’s thriller and they sign
together on July 13.

What any billionaire really wants isn’t money, it’s
power, and Shan Zhang has the perfect plan to achieve that. The
discovery of a manuscript from the renowned explorer Marco
Polo leads to an ancient city buried under the snows of Antarcti-
ca. Within that city lies the key to a forgotten technology that will
transform modern society, but that transformation may cause the
deaths of millions. Professional treasure hunter and adventurer
Ethan Cain is working on the Mekong River in Vietnam when the
massive waterway suddenly goes dry. It’s a stunning ecological
disaster. One that Ethan can’t ignore. His quest for answers will
lead him to Zhang and ultimately a confrontation from which
only one of them will emerge.

Pote debuted with 2025 First Mystery Pick Blood and
Treasure ($20) and has exciting news for you about a new writing
project.

Reeves, Ben. Everything Was Beautiful and Nothing Hurt (Atria
$28). For fans of Fredrik Backman and Virginia Evans, an aston-

ishing, deeply moving novel about finding beauty in the brevity
of life, as narrated by the one who knows it best: Death. “Reeves
repeatedly takes us to life’s most terrifying knife-edge, heartening
us with the steady poetry of everyday life. This clever and vivid
book made me fall in love with our collective ephemerality. I
literally said, “Wow,” about halfway through. The ending left me
speechless.” —Matthew Quirk

Rosenfelt, David. Dead Men Don’t Play Fetch (St Martins $28).
It’s defense lawyer Andy Carpenter’s dream to live “profession-
ally retired”. More sleep. Maybe meditating. He already has full
program of watching sports and walking two of the family’s three
dogs. The Bassett hound prefer to stroll the yard. Bu these goals
are criticized by his wife Laurie, an excop working in her own
agency the K-team, and then thwarted when he gets a call from
Lou Campanelli, an old friend for whom who he simply can-

not refuse a favor. Lou runs a rehab center, and when one of his
patients, a homeless veteran, is charged with first degree murder,
he needs Andy’s help. And surprise—the accused, Jason Maddox,
has a charming dog. Jason discovered the body, stabbed to death
of billionaire Paul Vincent, an eccentric businessman and inven-
tor, in the alley behind the center. Vincent, a noted philanthropist,
seems an unlikely murder victim despite his rigorous moral code.
But he liked Jason. So why would Jason, or anyone, want to kill

him? Readers of the series know that like Perry Mason, Andy
Carpenter never has guilty clients. But the scenario here is clever
with several twists, and as ever makes for enjoyable reading.

Runyan, Aimee. Missed Connections (Harper Muse $18.99) is
“the perfect book for foodie readers, romantics, and anyone who
has ever dreamed of a do-over. Sabrina Sorenson has plotted a
meticulous career in the restaurant industry, honing her palette in
hopes of becoming a Michelin inspector—but a holiday dig from
her critical mother has her wondering if she’s chasing the wrong
goals. When a mysterious airport ticket inspector gives her the
opportunity to revisit past crossroads in her life—failed rela-
tionships, jobs not chosen, ladders unclimbed—Sabrina has the
chance to discover what she truly wants.”—Kate Quinn. A feast
of culinary delights, a fairy godmother, and a chance to rewrite
the past? Yes, please..

Sager, Riley. Unknown Deluxe Edition (Dutton $32) Signed here
August 5 at a Ticketed Event accessible on our website calen-
dar too. Or order a Signed copy in the usual way.

Struggling actress Marin Keane is shocked when she
lands a role in a major motion picture about the unsolved mystery
of New Avalon, an island on sprawling Lake Faraday in Vermont.
She’s even more surprised when she learns that the role requires
a weeklong research trip to that very spot. Why? In 1926, five
women disappeared from a remote island in Vermont. Now, one
hundred years later, it’s happening again.

The first edition of this hardcover features designed end-
papers, a foil-stamped case, hued edges, and a shimmery jacket!
Our supply is limited, guaranteed to ticket holders. And I have
warned you before that these publisher created special printings
or bonus material will sell out and if so we have zero power to
get more. Preordering is the way to go—and soon!

Salzberg, Charles. The Beginning of Everything (Regalo Press
$18.99). Since he was a child, Josh has had troubling visions that
allow him to see into other people’s pasts due to his extrasensory
perception. Frightened by this ability, he’s told no one about it,
except his best friend, Tony. When Tony’s college-age stepdaugh-
ter suddenly vanishes, he asks Josh to help him find her, as well
as determine the circumstances of her disappearance. For the first
time, Josh is forced to embrace his psychic ability. How much
harm will it do him?

Scottoline, Lisa. This Changes Everything (Grand Central $30).
Ticketed in-store event July 17 as shown in the Events Calendar.

Julia Pritzker loves her new life as a wife and mother
in beautiful Tuscany—except that she misses her best friend
Courtney, back in the States. One night, Julia calls Courtney
and reaches her as she’s arriving at her grandmother’s farm
in rural Pennsylvania. Then the unthinkable happens. A
dreadful premonition overwhelms Julia as Courtney is entering
the house—but it’s too late to stop Courtney, who makes a
heartbreaking discovery. Her beloved grandmother has been
murdered, and the killer is escaping out the back door. What
happens next brings Philadelphia lawyer Benny Rosato into the
story.

Lisa “gives us characters to root for, a compelling
mystery to solve, and a deeply-felt meditation on the meaning
of motherhood and enduring women’s friendships. As always,
Scottoline scores a bulls eye.” Mary Kay Andrews
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Silva, Daniel. Ransom (Harper $32) Ticketed event in-store event
July 21 as show in the Events Calendar.

Alice Winter, one of Britain’s most dazzling socialites,
seemingly has the perfect life—a lavish home in posh
Knightsbridge, a grand estate in Devon, millions of followers
on social media who eagerly await her next post. But when she
disappears without a trace while on holiday with three old friends
from Cambridge, her desperate husband, the real estate baron
Edward Knight, turns to none other than Gabriel Allon to find
her. He soon discovers that Alice Winter is not the woman she
appears to be, that she has a reckless side, that she has secrets.
But Edward Knight has a secret too. I will send around an email
to everyone who has bought a Silva book from us with a list of all
his signed earlier first print books.

Wayne, Teddy. The Au Pair (Harper $30). Our July Crime Club
Pick is, at it should be, a change of pace from the thriller by
Byrne in June. I try to mix up genres to keep the picks an exciting
reading experience for you. Plus this is a great summer read. ,
“Is anything more dangerous than a fragile male ego? Steven
Hammer is a frustrated novelist, struggling to complete his
next book long after his literary star power has faded. His wife
supports the family, which Steven finds emasculating, straining
their marriage. The arrival of Astrid, a Norwegian au pair in her
20s, invigorates Steven both creatively and erotically — and may
lead his family toward catastrophe.”—The NY Times

Some of the raves for this seductive (meaning yes,
there’s sex as well as suspense) in this page-turner which also
riffs on the gestalt of authors prevalent so prevalent this year)
include: “You may think you know where it’s going, this novel
about a disappointed writer, his frosty wife, and a comely
young nanny. You may be in for a surprise. Propulsive but also
insightful—and funny, in its merciless skewering of midlife,
marriage, and more—7The Au Pair cements Teddy Wayne’s status
as a master of the wicked little literary thriller.”—Rumaan Alam.
“The Au Pair is Teddy Wayne at his immensely readable best.
The plot ratchets up in the creepiest, most chilling way while
deliciously skewering the Brooklyn literary set. It’s a book you’ll
tear through, one that leaves you guessing until the last page.”—
Maria Semple. “A suspenseful mystery with both expected and
unexpected plot twists... With his descriptive skill and insightful
humor, Wayne elevates a potentially stereotypical setup into
an examination of ego, professional disappointment, and self-
delusion.”—Library Journal. And ‘“Nervewrackingly fun.”—
Vogue, Best Books of the Year So Far.

Weiden, David Heska Wanbli. Wisdom Corner (Harper $30).
Virgil Wounded Horse is desperately trying to escape his past as
a hired vigilante on the Rosebud Indian Reservation. But when
a legendary figure from the reservation is murdered, Virgil is
forced to return to the job. Making matters more complicated,
threats are coming from the Pine Ridge 705—a street gang from
a neighboring reservation who want to expand their reach into
Rosebud—and Mitch Gagnon, a shady politician who will stop at
nothing to gain more power. With a heated tribal council election
looming, as well as new revelations regarding past injustices at
the local Native boarding school, the stakes grow even higher.
Will Virgil find the justice he’s seeking before it’s too late?
David Heska Wanbli Weiden, whose writing “melds the
gritty realism of Dashiell Hammett with the lyricism of Tommy
Orange” once again brings us a four de force of crime fiction—

and an expansive look at Native American life in a shifting world.

Winstead, Ashley. Hot Girl Murder Club (St Martins $29).

Ten years ago, aspiring singer-actress Scout Sage lost the only
thing that mattered: her sister, Georgia. Ever since Georgia’s
mysterious death at a Hollywood party, Scout’s done her best to
honor her memory, clawing her way through the industry and
collecting a network of climbers along the way, fellow hot girls
in stilettos with cutthroat ambition, creating a new Hollywood
order. But when a slew of targeted murders makes headlines
across L.A., all pointing to Scout as the killer, she turns overnight
from a mid-tier pop star into the world’s most famous (alleged)
murderer. Can she use this?

“If scrolling through the news makes you want to throw
your phone across the room, this book is the cathartic fantasy
you’ve been waiting for. Hot Girl Murder Club looks, at first
glance, like a straight-up revenge story—women finally getting
delicious payback from the men who hurt them. But Ashley
Winstead is doing something sharper here, using rage, wit, and
jaw-dropping twists to capture the exhaustion of living in this
moment. Blisteringly fun and bracingly astute, Hot Girl Murder
Club is escapism with a bite.” —Stephanie Wrobel

SUMMER READING

Bailey, Tessa. My Killer Vacation ($18.99). It was supposed to
be a relaxing vacation in sweet, sunny Cape Cod—just Taylor
Bassey and her beloved brother—but discovering a corpse in
their rental house has really thrown a wrench into their tanning
schedule. Now rude, crude bounty hunter Myles Summer has ar-
rived on the back of his motorcycle to catch the killer and refuses
to believe Taylor can be helpful, despite the countless hours she’s
spent listening to true crime podcasts. Not to mention her fulfill-
ing teaching career of wrangling second graders. Plus Myles is
only there to do a job, not babysit an amateur sleuth. Note: story
was originally published in 2022; this is a new edition.

Baker, Ellen. Summerland Cove (Harper $30). Lindy has the
summer of a lifetime planned at her family’s beloved cottage

in Summerland Cove, Maine, where she’s spent summers all
her life and where she and her husband David met as teenagers.
She’s slated big events three weekends in a row: David’s fiftieth
birthday party, her parents’ fiftieth anniversary party, and her
oldest daughter Hailey’s wedding. But when David doesn’t show
up for his own party, everything about the life they’ve created
together is thrown into question, as the shattered family sets out
looking for him. Has he been in an accident? God forbid, been
the victim of a crime? Or is it something more cliché—a midlife
crisis, an affair? Surely, he’ll show up for his beloved daughter’s
wedding—won’t he?

Day, Jamie. Beach Thriller (St Martins $29). “Set in an idyllic
New England seaside town, Jamie Day’s new thriller is rife with
juicy gossip, slippery locals, and more than one buried secret.
Day is a master plotter—the twists piling up like waves on a
shore—but also a born entertainer, ratcheting up the suspense
while also delivering complicated family dynamics, a touching
love story, and a sly sense of humor. A real page-turner.” — Pe-
ter Swanson. Christina Dodd adds, “Take the familiar themes

of sisterhood, a cold case and a woman’s reluctant return to her
small home town, and you have a slow build Gothic suspense that
keeps you reading while on the edge of your seat.”
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Dowden Lord, Rochelle. Lush (Bloomsbury $18.99). Four wine
experts, each at a crucial point in their lives, arrive at a French
vineyard estate for an unforgettable experience—but not the kind
they expected. This debut is a wine-filled, sun-drenched, drama-
filled stay in the vineyards of Southern France. It’s the perfect
read for viewers of You, Me, and Tuscany who want more juicy
drama and swoon-worthy landscapes—or just a European vaca-
tion without the airfare.

Garvey, Shannon. June Baby (Random House $30). A grieving
17-year-old is dispatched to Block Island to work for a mysteri-
ous Annie Leibovitz-like photographer and promptly falls in love
with her nephew. That’s the setup of Garvey’s debut novel, an
old-fashioned love letter to summer romance, sun-fueled creativ-
ity and long rides on rusty bikes (the only kind to have at the
beach).

Korn, Gabrielle. Long Island Girls (St. Martins $29) is a Sap-
phic coming-of-age-story set against the Indie Music scene of
the early 2000s. It’s 2005, and Susan is barreling down the Long
Island Expressway driving a car full of friends to an indie rock
show. Eliza is a surprise addition in the backseat—unexpected,
out of place, and impossible to ignore. Their connection is im-
mediate, electric, and complicated from the start, shadowed by
the kind of small-town rumors that have a way of sticking. As
quickly as they come together, they part. As Susan moves from
Long Island to Brooklyn, from college to the insular world of
indie labels, she begins to carve out a life in music, and the future
she always dreamed of. Yet the scene that once felt like home
reveals its limits, forcing her to confront who gets to belong, who
gets to create, and what it costs to stay.

Patrick, June. The Valencia ExPat Club (Atria $18). Dahlia
Delaney’s marriage just imploded, her friend group picked a

side (not hers), and her fancy San Francisco life now fits into a
single suitcase. Armed with a broken heart, a freelance marketing
gig, and one blurry childhood memory of her abuela’s garden,
she impulsively hops on a flight to Valencia, Spain, to reconnect
with distant family—and maybe herself. But Valencia isn’t just
sunny plazas and sangria. There’s her chaotic new job at a quirky
expat bar, a family she barely knows but who embrace her like
she’s always belonged, and a brooding American bar owner
who’s frustratingly attractive and entirely too familiar. As Dahlia
stumbles through language mishaps, clashing cultures, and late-
night paella with new friends, she begins to realize that the fresh
start she came for might turn into something even better—if she
can let go of the life she planned and embrace the one unfolding
around her.

Snow, Carol. The Girl on the Beach (Crooked Lane $19.99). On
the surface, Sonia and Graham Starr were a glamorous couple:
She, the sleek entrepreneur; he, the boyishly handsome painter
with an irrepressible zest for life. They had everything money can
buy and the one thing it can’t—a precious, precocious four-year-
old named Roxie. But when Roxie disappears into the Pacific
Ocean on a perfect August afternoon, their world crumbles
around them. Months later, Roxie’s young former nanny Colleen,
plagued by guilt and confusion, returns to the Starrs’ beach house
on the “American Riviera,” the rarefied stretch of land around
Santa Barbara where the mountains meet the sea. Her first night
back, she gazes out at the sand, only to see a child who bears a

striking resemblance to Roxie. When she calls out, the child runs
away. Colleen never believed that Roxie, who was afraid of the
surf, would run into the ocean on her own. Now, she is deter-
mined to get to the truth.

Taylor, Phoebe Atwood. Sandbar Sinister (American Mystery
Classics $15.95). The picturesque Cape Cod village of East
Pochet is not its usual self when Elizabeth Colton arrives. The
previous evening, a bootlegger dumped two hundred cases of
liquor offshore, and the whole town endeavored to drink it before
the hooch could be impounded. When the fog of revelry lifted,
however, a bearded mystery writer was found dead in the boat
house at the Sandbar estate, and another body was discovered on
the nearby beach. As every uncovered clue reveals a new ques-
tion, Asey Mayo, the Cape’s answer to Sherlock Holmes, finds
himself investigating one of the trickiest cases of his career.

Vasti, Alexandra. Scandal of the Summer (St. Martin’s Griffin
$18.99). “Three ladies masquerading as royal staff at a secluded
villa clash with a band of smugglers posing as the actual servants.
When Captain Malcolm Archer tries to scare them off, the clever
Lady Ruby refuses to budge, sparking a fierce, witty battle of wits
in this spicy grumpy/sunshine Regency romance.”

Yang, Tessa. The Jellyfish Problem (Penguin $30). Deb calls this
“A dazzling debut by a writer to watch, this investigation of a
missing person on an isolated island off the coast of Maine and a
giant jellyfish named Clementine is surely the most entertaining
way to start your summer that I can imagine. Like many popular
books right now celebrating human connections (Richard Osman
fans, I am looking at you) this one will not only deliver a satisfy-
ing mystery solved; it will also deliver a cast of characters to
remember.”

A Quick Pick List of Vacation Reads:

Fortune, Carley. Our Perfect Storm ($30)

Harvey, Kristy Woodson. Summer State of Mind ($29)
Jackson, Jenny. The Shampoo Effect $30)

Jimenez, Abby. The Night We Met ($28)

McKinlay, Jenn. The Summer Share ($17 Signed)
Monaghan, Annabel. Dolly All the Time $20)

Steiner, Kandy. Love Overboard

Williams, Tia. The Missed Connection

CLASSICS

* Christie, Agatha. Country Christie: Country Tales (Harper
$18.99) collects murders and mysteries occurring in the English
countryside—perfect for summer reading.

Growing up in Torquay, Agatha Christie’s love of the
West Country never left her and many of her most intriguing
mysteries are set on the moors and shores of Devon and Corn-
wall. This collection celebrates some of Christie’s finest country-
side stories featuring a cast of her most iconic characters: Hercule
Poirot, Miss Jane Marple, Tommy and Tuppence Beresford and
Parker Pyne.

Darien, George. The Thief (New York Review of Books $19.95).
Made into a 1967 film by Louis Malle and never before available
in English, this classic of anarchist literature follows a once well-
to-do young man forced into an itinerant life of crime. Written by
the anarchist activist Georges Darien (a pseudonym that can be
translated as “Lord Nothing”), it found almost no readers when
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it came out at the end of the nineteenth century, though Alfred
Jarry embraced it as one of his favorite books. Georges Randal
is the titular thief, a young Frenchman of good family who,
having been deprived of his inheritance by a conniving uncle,
takes to a life of crime. Moving between London, Brussels, and
Paris, in a world of hookers, drifters and grifters, revolutionaries
and politicians, bankers and thieves, he is in a position to reveal
modern society in all its teeming corruption. The thief is no hero.
Like everyone else in this decadent society, he is a trafficker and
exploiter—and a wounded soul.

After more than a hundred years, Georges Darien’s
vision of our fallen modern world—the inhuman comedy he
proposed to set beside Balzac’s human one—seems especially
pertinent to our current Gilded Age. Jacques Houis’ new transla-
tion is the first ever into English.

5k Edwards, Martin, ed. Cyanide in the Sun and Other Stories of
Summertime Crime (Poisoned Pen Press $15.99). A cold case of
poisonings heats up at a quaint guest house. A string of suspicious
murders follows a crime writer’s tour bus. Two seedy stowaways
uncover an infamous smuggling ring. Everyone needs a break
now and then, but sometimes getting away can be murder. In this
new anthology, Martin Edwards presents a jam-packed travel-
case of eighteen classic mysteries, featuring short stories from
crime fiction legends such as Christianna Brand, Anthony Berke-
ley and Celia Fremlin alongside rare finds revived from the Brit-
ish Library archives. Including intriguing notes on the stories and
their authors, this volume is your ticket to a thrilling journey from
1920s seaside skulduggery through to calamity in 1980s suburbia
— perfect for armchair travelling or your own summer getaway.

Bonus: The British Crime Classics Series editor Ed-
wards includes an Introduction on The History of Holiday Mys-
teries.

Penzler, Otto. Golden Age Suspense Stories (American Mystery
Classics $29.95). The art of the suspense story is incredibly var-
ied. Rarely classified as whodunits, these narratives can be more
accurately described as “when-will-it-be-dones.” From hungry
tigers stalking their prey to jealous lovers plotting revenge,

the binding element of these stories is anticipation. Although
humans have delighted in terrifying themselves with this type of
anxiety-inducing tale since the caveman days, stories of suspense
flourished in the interim between the World Wars. In this col-
lection, Edgar-Award-winning anthologist Otto Penzler selects
the highlights of the suspense genre during this Golden Age era.
Familiar names such as Stanley Ellin, James M. Cain, and Ellery
Queen appear alongside lesser known authors worth revisiting.

Paperback ($17.99).

Taylor, Phoebe Atwood. Sandbar Sinister (American Mystery
Classics $ss15.95). The picturesque Cape Cod village of East
Pochet is where Asey Mayo sleuths. Summer Reading above for
a review.

COZIES

Burdette, Lucy. The Mango Murders ($19.99). Food critic Hayley
Snow’s employer, Key Zest, is throwing the event of the season,
a lavish cocktail party catered by Janet Snow, Hayley’s mother.
As Hayley boards the luxurious cruise, she anticipates a smooth
sailing soiree filled with shimmering cocktails, mouthwatering
mango-infused delicacies, and new supporters for the e-zine.

But as the boat sets sail, the festivities take a tragic turn when an

explosion rocks the vessel, plunging the party guests into chaos.
In the days that follow, Hayley learns that a local culinary entre-
preneur died in the explosion, and it was no accident-someone on
board had a deadly agenda. With the tropical city of Key West as
her backdrop, Hayley once again navigates a web of secrets and
lies in the 15th chapter of the Key West Mysteries series.

And the 16" is: A Delicious Deception (Crooked Lane
$29.99). When Sheriff’s Deputy Darcy Rogers asks Hayley for a
small favor, she can’t say no. Nine months pregnant and tempo-
rarily benched from her food critic duties, Hayley’s itching for a
distraction and eager to help. All she has to do is tag along while
a young woman picks up her daughter from her father at Monroe
County’s safe custody exchange location. Easy, right? Wrong. In
the chaos of the Sheriff’s Office open house, the mother disap-
pears. Then the father bolts, leaving Hayley with a terrified girl
and the realization that something has gone terribly wrong. So
Hayley and Deputy Rogers head north up the Keys to search for
answers.

Burns, Valerie. Murder at First Slice (Kensington $17.95). Social
media queen-turned-small-town baker Maddy Montgomery is
looking forward to her wedding day. Celebrants descend upon
New Bison, Michigan, including the possible new romantic part-
ners Middy’s widowed father and innkeeper Mrs. Law. Unfortu-
nately her imperious cousin Dorothy crashes and rehearsal dinner
bringing guests in tow and bitching left and right, The next day
Dorothy is dead with Maddy’s head baker Hannah found holding
bloody rolling pin. This forces Maddy and her sous-sleuths the
Baker Street Irregulars to dig into Dorothy’s past to catch a killer

Byron, Ellen. Solid Gold Murder ($17.95). Dee Stern’s Golden
Motel-of-the-Mountains promises a tranquil getaway for outdoor
lovers in the scenic California village of Foundgold. But when
Dee accidentally triggers a modern gold rush, mayhem and mur-
der follow in this chapter of the Golden Motel Mysteries.

Cahoon, Lynn. Eight Enchanting Elixirs (Kensington $8.99)
brings you a new murder for Idaho kitchen witch Mia the caterer
to solve. Mia herself is being hassled by the coven, which is sud-
denly questioning the validity of her witch credentials! Suspected
of cheating on her exam, Mia is pressured to retake it. When she
not only passes but moves up a level, national coven rep Suzanne
Parker is furious. Parker, a relative of a witch hanged in Salem,
threatens Mia with a witch’s worst nightmare. When she’s found
dead the very next day, the coven suspects kitchen witch’s po-
tions contained an extra, very lethal ingredient.

Claire, Ann. A Cyclist’s Guide to Poppies and Predicaments
(Kensington $27). It’s always lovely in Provence. Sadie Greene
has broken her streak—her crime streak, that is. For months, her
bicycle tours through France have been blissfully uneventful,
marred only by the occasional punctured tire or crushed croissant.
Thus, when Sadie takes on a last-minute booking for a bridal
party, she expects love, laughter, and champagne toasts. But more
than pre-wedding jitters come along for the ride. A bossy bride,
rowdy party games, and a tagalong stranger threaten to turn Sa-
die’s carefully planned itinerary into a tour de farce

Crawford, Isis. A Catered PTA Murder (Kensington $27). Bernie
and Libby learned from their retired police detective father and
investigate crimes when not at their bakery. When Rita Sullivan
walks into A Little Taste of Heaven to hire them to cater a PTA
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board meeting and supply cakes for an end-of-school-year gala,
it’s hard to believe she’s the same nerdy wallflower they knew

in high school. Rita’s now an influencer and CEO of Lavish
Lipsticks, a hot new cosmetics company. She’s also the president
of the Longely Junior High School PTA, where she’s made a con-
siderable number of enemies. When the sisters go to drop off the
cakes, they find Rita lying on the floor with a knife in her chest....

Delany, Vicki. Tea with Jam and Dread ($17.95). Long ago,
Lily’s grandmother Rose worked as a kitchen maid at Thornecroft
Castle, and now Elizabeth, Dowager Countess of Frockmorton,

is celebrating her 100th birthday. Rose still has fond feelings for
her onetime employer, so a group trip to Yorkshire is planned.

It’s also an opportunity for Lily to visit her boyfriend, who’s
currently working in England—and to indulge in some British
tea. Much has changed, however, and the ancestral home is now
a luxury hotel, which will be closed for a week to accommodate
the big bash. The younger generation speculates about the fate of
the family fortune. Little do they know that Elizabeth plans to sell
the famous Frockmorton Sapphires out of the family for the first
time in centuries. The icing on the cake comes when the jewels
suddenly vanish.... “The beautifully described Yorkshire setting,
details of food service, and the friendship and history between
Elizabeth and Rose, who was Elizabeth’s kitchen maid years

ago, add up to another satisfying entry in the cozy Tea by the Sea
series.”

Hindle, Tom. A Fatal Crossing (Dutton $20) is a cozy set in No-
vember, 1924, aboard the glitzy and glamorous Endeavour as it
sails from England to New York with 2,000 passengers. When an
elderly gentleman is found dead at the foot of a staircase, ship’s
officer Timothy Birch is ready to declare it a tragic accident. But
James Temple, a strong-minded inspector, is certain there is more
to this misfortune than meets the eye. Birch agrees to investigate,
and they form an uneasy partnership. Uncovering a web of sur-
prising connections between the passengers aboard the Endeavor,
running from the crew cabins below deck to the palatial suites of
first class, their inquiries lead to the theft of a priceless painting.
Its very existence is known only to its owner... and the dead man.

London, Julia. Rules for Aging and Larceny (Kensington $18.95).
See More July Paperbacks in case a group of elderly thieves
come out of retirement for one more heist... a sort of Golden
Girls caper.

* McMahon, Jackie. The Cloak and Dagger Club (Berkley $30).
Inspired by Britain’s real-life Detection Club—Agatha Chris-
tie was a Chair, but not the founder, and succeeding Dorothy L
Sayers—a murder among a group of golden age mystery writers
meets a second chance romance in this debut novel set in the
1930s and featuring a group of mystery writers who have their
own secrets. Basically this is a send-up, affectionate if inaccurate,
of the Detection Club (see Limoncello in Signed Books for simi-
lar use of the four most prominent Golden Age Queens of Crime).
London, 1930. Lucy Hubbard is on the cusp of achiev-
ing her dreams. With her first mystery novel debuting with strong
sales and glowing reviews, she’s been invited by Horace Hazel-
moor, the king of crime fiction, to join his elite group of writers—
the Cloak and Dagger Club. Thrilled at the opportunity, Lucy
finds herself swept up into Horace’s glamorous world at the Ritz
hotel. She’s even willing to put up with the inconvenient presence
of her former fiancé, Frank Murray, the club’s rising star who is
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on track to eclipse Horace as Britain’s most popular crime writer.
But when Horace is found with a knife in his back, Frank is the
police’s prime suspect. Despite their complicated history, Lucy
knows he’s not capable of murder. With suspects galore and the
danger rising, these two mystery writers must race to solve the
crime—and fight their lingering feelings for each other.

Perry, Carol J. It’s About Time (Kensington $18.95). A Wicked
Salem Mystery spinoff from Perry’s Witch City Mysteries. Lee
Mondello and her husband Detective Pete solve crimes in Salem,
Massachusetts. Let’s add Lee’s Aunt Ibby to the team. Pete has

a search warrant to execute at a tenant’s apartment. When Ibby
leads them to Josh Alper’s locked door, she’s surprised to see
Josh has redecorated. Is it a masterpiece stolen from a museum
back in 1972? And where is Josh?

Soni, MJ. The Masala Chai Mystery Club (Crooked Lane
$29.99). Retired librarian Neeti Shah was hoping for a restful life
with her chai-loving friends, but when the body of a neighbor, a
childhood friend of Neeti’s, turns up dead and the killer’s MO is
similar to that of Neeti’s most recent book club read, things start
to get out of control. When Neeti hears a commotion at a neigh-
bor’s house, she finds Rohit’s body sprawled across the bottom of
the staircase with Agatha Christie’s Dumb Witness nearby. Black-
mailing his neighbors, threatening them with lawsuits, and calling
them by nasty nicknames were only some of the hateful things
that made him so disliked. Neeti is indebted to her old friend, and
she’s determined to find his killer. But she can’t do it alone, so
she enlists her mystery-loving friends, the Masala Chai Mystery
Club, to get to the bottom of the murder. But more bodies turn
up.... Paperback edition ($19.99)

% Sutton, Paula The Body In The Kitchen Garden ($28) is a
quirky, British, cozy and featuring a witty sleuth Miss Marple
would be proud of, this is a fast-reading follow-up to Kensington’s
surprise hit, The Potting Shed Murder, and it is equally delightful.
Daphne is as transplanted as a heroine can be: formerly from
London, Black, middle-class, and outspoken, but her skills as a
sleuth have won her the hard-earned respect of the generational
locals. Follow Daphne as she untangles village secrets to solve the
murder—a delightful way to spend a lazy summer afternoon.

* Thorogood, Robert. The Mysterious Affair of Judith Potts
(Sourcebooks $30). The Cozy Crimes Club Members get some
excellent extras with their books including a Signed bookplate, a
crossword puzzle, and stickers. Also in paperback The Mysteri-
ous Affair of Judith Potts ($18.99)

West, Nancy. Agatha Christie: The Mother of the Cozy (Adams
Media $17) is a “literary biography” of the legendary Christie.
“Drawing thoughtful connections between Christie’s life and writ-
ing, West leaves no stone unturned. Even the most avid mystery
fan will come away with a new tidbit about the storied author.”

Wilkins, Carolyn Marie. Murder at the Wham Bam Club
($17.95). As Prohibition era speakeasies and Jazz Age excitement
reign supreme throughout a deeply divided country at the height
of the Roaring 20s, a young psychic in small town Illinois helps
the Black community fight crime and corruption.

AMERICA’S BIRTHDAY READS

Barbier, Brooke. Cocked and Boozy (Chicago Review Press
$19.99). In this intoxicating history of the American Revolution,
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our founding generation drank a staggering amount of alcohol. It
influencing their politics, built and sustained their relationships,
and drove the economy. Booze was not a small part of colonial
society, nor covertly consumed in private spaces—it was integral
to American life. Historians have been reluctant to discuss the
influence of alcohol on the founding of the United States, but it is
necessary if we want to gain a full picture of the movement. It’s
time to reveal the drunken side of the American Revolution as
Barbier examines the role that alcohol played in spurring, bind-
ing, and winning the American Revolution and how it shaped the
nascent United States. Every chapter concludes with an eigh-
teenth-century cocktail recipe made for modern tastes, so readers
can participate in their own historic tippling.

Butler, Isaac. The Perfect Moment: God, Sex, Art, and the Birth
of America’s Culture Wars (Bloomsbury $32). Much momentum
behind 1776 lay in culture wars and here at year 250 we are in a
ferocious new round, How did we get here? And where might we
be going?

An absorbing autopsy of America’s first culture wars...
Butler recasts the battles for artistic freedom of speech fought
in the late-20th century, ‘the World War I of American arts and
letters,” as a sobering prelude to today’s gloves-off assault on the
arts...A richly detailed genealogy of the continuing battle for
artistic freedom in the U.S.” —Kirkus

Hansman, Heather. Fierce Country (Hanover Press $30.99) is

the story of three incredible women who spearheaded recreation,
conservation and resilience in America’s most beloved land-
scapes, and are part of the larger story of an evolving wild. Geor-
gie White, Anne LaBastille, and Dolores LaChapelle formed an
unlikely trio—a daredevil, a hermit, and a philosopher—but their
story is also the story of the essential tension between conserva-
tion and recreation, and the intense pain of watching a place you
love change and be changed.

“Like many women writing the land, Heather Hansman
understands the importance of seeing ourselves reflected in the
stories that rise from it. This book not only reframes the contribu-
tion of these badass pioneering adventurers and their fierce love
of landscape as part of our national legacy but also paints in the
too often missing story of women in wild places.”

Gage, Beverly, This Land Is Your Land: A Road Trip Through
US History (Simon & Schuster $30). Pulitzer Prize winter Gage
offers a cohesive, gregarious travelogue of U.S. historical sites,
taking a cue from Woody Guthrie to recognize that as much as we
might differ on the meaning of sites like the Alamo or Indepen-
dence Hall, they belong to all of us, and bolstered by 3 maps and
17 black & white photos, it’s a history lesson, turned lesson on
how history is made. “The narrative dances gracefully between
Gage’s recapping of the events themselves and her wry com-
mentary on the sometimes silly, sometimes moving, but always
weirdly American ways they have come to be memorialized.”

Couple this with celebrating the 100" birthday of Route
66 in November.

Seuss, Dr. Sing the 50 United States (Random House $19.99).
From Alabama to Wyoming, learn the names of all 50 states with
a little help from the Cat in the Hat.

Wallis, Michael. Route 66: The Mother Road 100 Anniversary
Edition (St Martins Griffin $29). From its conception in 1926 to
its decommissioning in 1985, Route 66 was the way to see the
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heartland of America. Winding through eight states and three
time zones, The Mother Road was for travelers: those who ap-
preciated the romance of the open highway. This edition is loaded
with black & white photos, short bios, etc. I recommend making
a drive to Winslow, checking in to La Posada, go stand on the
corner, and if time, visit other Arizona spots on the route.

A SUMMER OF SPIES

* Beaumont, Charles. A Spy Alone (Canelo $18). Everyone
knows about the Cambridge Spies from the Fifties, identified and
broken up after passing national secrets to the Soviets for years.
But no spy ring was ever unearthed at Oxford. Because one never
existed? Or because it was never found? 2022: Former spy Simon
Sharman is eking out a living in the private sector. When a com-
mission to delve into the financial dealings of a mysterious Rus-
sian oligarch comes across his desk, he jumps at the chance. But
as Simon investigates, worrying patterns begin to emerge. His
subject made regular trips to Oxford, but for no apparent reason.
There are payments from offshore accounts that suddenly just
stop. Has he found what none of his former colleagues believed
possible? A Russian spy ring now nestled at the heart of the Brit-
ish Establishment? Or is he just another paranoid ex-spook left
out in the cold, obsessed with redemption? From Oxford’s hal-
lowed quadrangles to brush contacts on Hampstead Heath, agent-
running in Vienna and mysterious meetings in Prague, here is a
searing portrait of modern Britain in the age of cynical populism.

% Cumming, Charles. Icarus 17 (Mysterious Press $27.95). A
threat to the lives of his wife and daughter in London forces elite
intelligence agent Lachlan Kite to move his family to safety.
Meanwhile Kite’s former girlfriend, Martha Raine, comes to him
with a plea for help. Her twenty-year-old son, Max, has vanished
without trace in Greece. Can Kite help to find him? Analysts at
Anglo-American intelligence agency BOX 88 discover that Max
was in a relationship with an Israeli woman, Jessica Morrow, who
has links to the Mossad. Morrow is being hunted by a ruthless
criminal gang. Fearing the worst, Kite and Martha set out for Ath-
ens in a desperate attempt to locate Max and Jessica.

McCaw, Robert B. Traitors (Norton $29.99). McCaw steps
away from his Koa Kane Hawaiian Mystery series for an
exemplary political thriller about a Russian campaign to take
control of the White House. The task of foiling Moscow’s
attempted takeover falls to Robert Cooper, a Department of
Justice counterintelligence official. He must negotiate with a
Russian sleeper agent who’s willing to divulge details of the
plan—which involves a Russian mole in the FBI—in exchange
for being allowed to defect. At first, Cooper is skeptical: Could
his source be preparing to double cross him? And how connected
is he with the recent coup in Russia that deposed Vladimir

Putin and installed a military hardliner who appears ready to
invade Finland? As Cooper investigates, however, he learns

that the White House has been compromised to a degree much
greater than even his source knows. A punchy finale that begins
on a fishing trawler off the Canadian coast and ends in D.C.
interrogation rooms provides satisfying payoff, and McCaw
skillfully weaves in backstory that fleshes out Cooper’s character.
But it’s the authenticity the author brings as a former lawyer and
Army lieutenant that sets this espionage tale apart from its peers.
I read every word. And will see about putting him together with
David McCloskey in September.
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Talty, Stephan. The American School of Spies (Penguin $35).
Talty’s fast-paced tale—The Archaeologists Who Fought the
Nazis and Saved the Treasures of Ancient Greece—of Nazi an-
tiquity theft during World War II is animated by a cast of colorful
characters: an unlikely alliance of soldiers and patrician classi-
cists (turned undercover agents) who came together to save some
of the world’s greatest artworks.

SOME JULY HARDCOVERS

Andrews, Brian/Jeffrey Wilson. Insurgent (Blackstone $29.99).
Book Ten in the Tier One Thrillers. After rescuing a teammate
from a covert detention facility in East Asia, it’s back to business
as usual for John Dempsey and Task Force Ember: conducting
counterterrorism operations in denied areas. An opportunity to
strike a master Houthi drone engineer sends the team to Yemen,
but things start to go wrong almost as soon as their boots hit the
ground. What is their local contact hiding, and why didn’t their
CIA contact show up to the rendezvous? Meanwhile, First Lady
Petra Jarvis’s job—juggling the roles of wife, first lady, and
Ember liaison—is about to get a lot harder with the Presidential
Election is only two weeks away.... Paperback edition ($19.99).

Aono, Kei. Bookstore Girls (Pegasus $28.95). The international
Japanese bestseller crosses to America.. When their beloved
Kichijoji bookstore faces closure in six months, two constantly
clashing coworkers—the dedicated assistant manager Riko and
the privileged free spirit Aki—must put aside their bitter rivalry
to save it.

* Billingham, Mark. The Shadow Step (Atlantic $28). This
year’s Diamond Dagger winner brings back DS Declan Miller, a
copper who is a magnet for strange cases. Here’s a first however:
an innocent man confessing to a crime. It begins with a body
found dead in a lake. When the murder that isn’t really a murder
attracts the unwanted attention of a drug Queenpin, a deranged
ex-squaddie, and a lovesick gangland enforcer, a real murder
follows — and a student is kidnapped — all evidence pointing
back to the same innocent man. Throw in a wobbly dog, a pair of
ceramic leopards, and the distracting smell from a biscuit factory,
and Miller’s only option to save a young man’s life is to waltz all
the way into the shadows. Billingham’s work is as you can gather
very British.

Currie, Ron. We Will See You Bleed (Penguin $30). It’s late sum-
mer 1984, and Babs Dionne’s hometown of Waterville, Maine is
on the verge of collapse. A strike at the paper mill has dragged
on for a year, pitting neighbor against neighbor, leaving every-
one broke and exhausted. As head of the union local, Babs has
presided over Little Canada’s decline. She’s sworn off violence
since killing a man when she was a teenager, and has stuck to
this vow even as it’s become clear that only violence can save
their community. As the strike comes to a head, the men may be
broken, but the women are ready for battle—as long as Babs will
lead them. Mercilessly. Perhaps reprising her role in The Savage,
Noble Death of Babs Dionne ($20).

Dolan, Eric Jay. The Wreck of the Mentor (Liveright $27.99).
From the Odyssey to Lord of the Flies, the shipwreck genre may
be the world’s oldest, and few readers will object to this addition
from best-selling maritime historian Dolin about the fate of an
American Whaling ship in 1832

12

Dovalpage, Teresa. The Novel Detective (Soho Press $28.95. For
a vivid portrait of Cuba (before its current woes), dip into this

sly dual-timeline mystery from New Mexico’s Dovalpage. Ten
Teresa, a shy devotee of detective fiction living in 1980 Cuba, is
scarred by the apparent double suicide of her high school class-
mate, Yoyi, and Felipe, their heartthrob teacher. Chapters set in
1980 and leading up to the discovery of the pair’s bodies alternate
with those set forty years later, when Teresa is a mystery novelist
living in the United States. She still carries the guilt of withhold-
ing key information from police during their investigation of the
tragedy. Then Teresa receives an unexpected phone call from

her old friend Estrella, who proposes that Teresa accompany her
to Havana to reinvestigate Yoyi and Felipe’s deaths, offering a
chance for closure and possible inspiration for a new book. The
old friends reunite and interview their former teachers, many of
whom still feel scorned by Felipe, and they begin to realize their
childhood memories are less reliable and more complicated than
they once believed.

Friday, Jack. Killer Vibes (St Martins $29). A lazy bisexual Texas
PI uncovers a web of secrets within his family in Friday’s quirky
and charming debut. After being evicted from his Dallas home,
29-year-old gumshoe Peter Theodore Key unexpectedly inher-

its a crumbling Austin house from his late uncle Forrest, whom
he barely knew. The windfall is far from simple: the property,
worth over a million dollars, is mired in debt. As Peter adjusts to
his new life, he meets Eric Lance, a charismatic but unsettling
realtor, and Alice L., a tarot-reading property manager, who both
are oddly fixated on Peter’s new property. Soon, Peter receives
cryptic warnings urging him to vacate the grounds, and a stern
loan officer threatens foreclosure. Stubbornly resisting all pres-
sure to leave, Peter befriends Carlos Torres, a sharp-witted Austin
local who helps him uncover a secret cousin, a stash of his late
uncle’s hidden cash, and his family ties to a secretive fraternity.
Friday’s breezy plotting keeps things moving at a steady pace,
and his flawed, funny characters call to mind the antiheroes of
Carl Hiaasen.

Goodman, Carol. Our Marriage Is Murder (Harper $30). The
witty Goodman introduces husband and wife writing duo Fred
and Thea Morgan-Lane, authors of the popular Death Takes a
Holiday series featuring their alter egos, Rick and Dora Charles.
The Morgan-Lanes are headed to the annual MurderCon
convention, where they’ve been nominated for the prestigious
Poirot Prize. The event is being held at the 12th-century Italian
monastery turned five-star hotel where the couple first met, fell
in love, and began drafting their debut. After 20 years and 20
novels, Thea is tired of keeping up the pretense that her marriage
is blissful, and wants to wrap up Rick and Dora’s adventures in
one final installment before officially ending things with Fred.
She hasn’t yet told him about this idea, but he, too, has been
developing secret plans to reshape the couple’s future. Before
they can confess their unhappiness to each other, one of the
conventioneers dies after drinking from Thea’s glass. Other
deaths follow, pushing Fred and Thea to become real-life sleuths.
Goodman shrewdly explores the complications of entwining
domestic and professional life and crafts a cunning mystery to
boot. Paperback edition ($18.99).

Grady, James. Shadows on Sidewalks (Pegasus $29.95). Grady
sets the scene in the fall of 2024, when his millennial avatar
James Traven — a successful novelist with screenwriting experi-
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ence — returns to Montana to help his mother recuperate after a
fall. His attention is quickly diverted when he encounters an old
acquaintance named Lana LaBuff, a stunningly beautiful Indige-
nous actress who is married to a man determined to drive her into
an early grave, or so she says. From here one expects all of the
usual noir tropes, except Grady zagged where I expected him to
zig. It makes for a slightly off-kilter experience, but I can’t say I
minded.“What are we doing here?”” James asks Lana at one point.
“Finding our marks,” she tells him. “Grady cannot be pigeon-
holed. Shadows on Sidewalk defies classification: Is it a James M.
Cain-like noir? Is it a meditation on caring for an aging parent, or
on the casual prejudice inherent in small towns? Grady’s answer
is clearly ‘all of the above.””

* Hall, Araminta. Unreliable Narrator (Harper $30) is a wily
thriller about the toxic relationship between a popular author and
his assistant. Hope Jenkins, a 23-year-old aspiring writer, hopes
that serving as live-in secretary for novelist Ambrose “Rosie”
Glencourt at his isolated Somerset estate will jump-start her
career. It doesn’t hurt that the job also offers distance from her
recent affair with a married man in London. But soon she learns
that her predecessor, Sara, left abruptly, possibly after sleeping
with Rosie. And creepily, Rosie proudly displays a nude portrait
of his wife, Delia, in their study. Tragedy strikes during Hope’s
tenure, casting her out and adrift. A decade passes, then she is
stunned when Rosie publishes a smash bestselling roman a clef
about the events titled The Ruined Girl. That Rosie has capital-
ized on her story infuriates Hope, and leads her to consider going
to the police with her own version. Don’t miss this “propulsive
thriller that combines the glitz and glamour of The Great Gatsby
with the twists and turns of Alfred Hitchcock.” —Lisa Gardner.

Howard, Catherine Ryan. Buyer Beware (Simon Schuster

$28). The Irish bestseller delivers a devilish domestic thriller
that follows three narrators connected to a notorious house in
the suburbs of Dublin. In 1968, a resident of 1 Delaney Row
disappeared, spawning speculation that he was murdered. Ever
since, the house has had an unsavory reputation. In the 2020s,
Ellie moves in, bringing only the bare essentials with her—all she
wants is to leave a dark, unspecified past behind. But living in
what she soon discovers is a well-known “murder house” opens
her up to scrutiny from neighbors and internet lurkers alike. As
Ellie deals with vandalism and conspiracy theorists, Howard
shuffles in chapters from the perspective of Erin, a bright Irish
university student looking to become a medical researcher in
2000, and Hannah, a successful small business owner in 2015.
Gradually, the narrative threads come together, shedding harsh
light on Ellie’s checkered past and current situation. Howard is
terrific at building a story within...a building.

Ishiguro, Naomi. The Rainshadow Orphans (Saga Press $32).

For escape reading why not give this anime-inspired epic fantasy
adventure about found family and solidarity, featuring martial arts
battles, magical sun spirits, dragons, bubble tea, and a cat called
Mochi a whirl?

Jabore, Eliza. Backstabbers (Random House $31). “In Jabore’s
exceptional debut, friends Jade Edelman, Zoe Burroughs, and
Stefanie Alcott hike the infamous Bones Hollow Trail in Olym-
pic National Park, shadowed by the legend of the Bones Hollow
Hunter, a serial killer who terrorized the trail in recent years. True
crime—obsessed Zoe and easygoing Stefanie drag the cautious

Jade into their adventure, but the trip goes awry when Stef gets
injured en route to a remote waterfall, and the women become
stranded with dwindling supplies. They’re forced to shelter at a
nearby cabin owned by Jeremiah, a loner whose blend of menace
and folksy charm keeps the women on edge. Tension rises as Zoe
and Stefanie snoop through Jeremiah’s belongings and find wom-
en’s jewelry, stoking fears he might be the Bones Hollow Hunter
himself. As the women’s suspicions mount, their bonds start to
fray. Jade’s terror peaks when Jeremiah offers to show them his
latest “catch” in the kitchen, leading to a grisly reveal and an
abrupt, violent turn that reshapes the narrative. Jabore keeps the
intensity at a fever pitch throughout, balancing raw terror with
the more subtly haunting collapse of long-standing friendships.
Readers will be on tenterhooks from the first page to the finale.”
have ordered a copy to read...more in August.

Jade, Carinn. The Dahlia Suite (Atria $29) is found in a luscious
Caribbean resort. Katy Hays calls it “a puzzle box thriller that
is as shocking as it is satisfying. The story of three dramatically
different women who unite in paradise to unravel a decades old
mystery and its contemporary reverberations, Jade’s second novel
is as refreshing and addictive as your favorite beach cocktail.
Mix in some Hollywood glamour, White Lotus vibes, a hint of the
paranormal and the result is an intoxicating concoction you won’t
be able to put down: it’s the ultimate beach read.”

Jade is the author of last July’s First Mystery Club Pick
The Astrology House ($18.99), grouping wealthy Manhattan
socialites into an astrology-themed hotel where simmering secrets
and resentments lead to murder. Jessica Knoll readers, alert. I will
be checking into Signed copies later in July.

Kraus, Daniel. The Sixth Nik (Saga Press $30). Kraus, who
earlier this year won the Pulitzer Prize in fiction for his historical
horror novel Angel Down ($18), written as one long sentence!,
pivots genres with a science fiction thriller about a seemingly
living spaceship and its ragtag crew—which includes a brain-en-
hanced girl, an assassin and more—as they investigate a danger-
ous distant planet.

Lacrrampe, JP. Valet (Saga Press $28). The jacket art hints at a
whimsically speculative ode to Wodehouse’s Jeeves and Wooster
featuring a helper robot and his thirty-five-year-old ward who
embark on a madcap adventure to save the fate of the family
company. Cy wants nothing more than to be useful, raise his util-
ity score, and receive the next update for his operating system.
But that’s easier said than done . His owner’s son Grayson is
nothing like his go-getter, CEO sister Charlotte. He didn’t inherit
the family robotics company when their dad passed last year, he
doesn’t have a master’s degree, and he just can’t seem to figure
out the San Francisco dating scene. He’d rather eat synthesized
mozzarella sticks and make pottery at his studio, Kilning Time.
When Grayson learns of Charlotte’s plan to sell the company to a
tech conglomerate, he panics. It’s not just the family business at
stake, it’s all the technology—Iike Cy—their dad invented over
the years. So he does what anyone would do: he steals the flash
drive with his father’s most important work stored on it and plans
a corporate takeover. If only he knew what that meant.

Lapena, Shari. Getting Away with Murder (Penguin $31). Jill and
Ted adore their New York brownstone the way others adore their
children. They have carefully, expensively, made every inch of

it their own. It reflects who they are, their status and tastes. With
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the grand mahogany staircase and state-of-the-art kitchen, it is
the stuff of glossy magazines and real-estate dreams. It is their
sanctuary. So when Ted’s inheritance runs out and he makes a bad
investment, they panic. How can they protect their beloved home
and enviable lifestyle? The answer is obvious. Or at least, it is
obvious to Jill and Ted. The death of one wealthy family mem-
ber—from whom they stand to inherit millions—could solve all
their problems. Together, they will get away with murder. As long
as they trust each other. As long as neither makes a mistake. As
long as there are no surprises ...

Larbalestier, Justine. The Mortons (Penguin $32). The Mortons
are a modern-day, old-money dynasty with impeccable taste,
from their exquisitely crafted cocktails to their expertly tailored
vintage garments. They are also stone-cold killers. For the Mor-
tons, homicide is heritage and business is booming. Sharp and
hypnotic, this is an epic novel of alliances and power, loyalty and
kinship, and the consequences of ruthless ambition. Here is “a
bracing and searching story about the lengths a child will go to
make their family proud. Slippery, sinister, and so much fun.”

McTiernan, Dervla. Three Reasons for Revenge (Harper $30).
McTiernan, an Irish lawyer living for years in Perth, is the winner
of numerous awards for her crime fiction. She scores here again
with a complex narrative set in Melbourne where Detective
Sergeant Judith Lee is the pivot around which a case develops.
It begins when a woman called Alexis Turner walks into Lee’s
station to report an assault. By the end of the day, Alexis has
disappeared. And then bombshell packages that will detonate the
curated lives of three different people arrive. These missiles are so
similar they for a coordinated attack. And Lee becomes convinced
they all connect back to Alexis Turner. And before long, that
she’s being forced to play in a cleverly devised game. This being
McTiernan who has a devilish imagination, you should play along.
McTiernan is offering a bonus to buyers of her book
from The Pen: a free ebook gift of her story “The Wrong One.”
When you purchase her book we will send your email to her team
who will send you the link.

Mukherjee, Abir. The Pinnacle (Little Brown $30). Washed-up
American heart throb George Abercrombie hates India, even from
his apartment on the 68th floor of Mumbai’s grandest luxury sky-
scraper, the Pinnacle. He hates the noise, he hates the heat, and just
maybe he’s grown to hate his wife, the newest queen of Bollywood,
Sweety Sahota. So when George wakes from a drunken stupor to
find Sweety murdered in their bedroom, he knows just how badly
he’s cooked. But where is Sweety’s computer? Or her cell phone?
And where has his personal assistant gone? As George scrambles
to piece together the night, others in the building are covering their
tracks. “It has all the verve and technical skill of his award-winning
Hunted, with fascinating insights into the life of the very rich—and
very poor —in Mumbai. It’s also very funny.”—Mick Herron

Perry, Philippa. Shrink Solves Murder (Crown $30). A small-
town psychotherapist draws on all her knowledge of the human
psyche to solve the murder of a patient in this warm and witty
mystery novel — by a real psychotherapist turned #1 internation-
ally bestselling author. It’s time to unpick the lies, untangle the
egos, and catch a killer hiding in plain sight.

Piazza, Jo. The Parisian Heist (Penguin $30) is a propulsive dual-
timeline mystery drenched in art-world intrigue and brimming
with family secrets, betrayal, and the intoxicating lure of power.
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Sanderson, Brandon/Peter Orullian. Songs of the Dead (Saga
Press $30). Sanderson, a prolific fantasy stalwart, has teamed up
with Orullian, a rock and metal musician and author, for a head-
banging new series set in a magic-infused version of London. The
first book follows Jack, a musician who is already having a bad
night when a stranger murders him and his mentor in the alley
outside his favorite rock club. When Jack wakes up, he’s alone in
a city where the borders between life and death, light and dark,
sorcery and reality are blurred.

Searles, John. Single Girls (Harper $30). Witty, buzzy, and full

of magazine-worthy descriptions of midcentury fashion, Single
Girls offers an entertaining look into the world of publishing and
a tribute to the unassuming editor who revolutionized women’s
magazines, Helen Gurley Brown. Searles returns repeatedly to
that pivotal moment in Helen’s childhood as he explores Helen’s
fraught bond with her sister, Mary Eloine (who eventually
contracted polio), and their difficult mother, Cleo. After Ira’s
death, Cleo and Mary Eloine are focused on gaining stability

and security, while Helen wants more from life. Searles takes
readers through Helen’s early years working as a secretary and
copywriter in Los Angeles, her marriage to film producer David
Brown, and their move to Manhattan in the wake of her smash
hit book Sex and the Single Girl. When Helen gets the chance to
turn around Cosmo’s fortunes, she recruits a half-dozen writers
and editors, some of them unlikely: a department-store window
dresser, a bartender with a secret, a typist besotted with a married
man. Together, the women fill the pages of the magazine with
sharp, well-written, slightly edgy stories aimed at single female
readers, trying to keep the (male) higher-ups happy while pushing
the envelope. Searles gives readers a glimpse into each woman’s
story.

Whitehead, Colson. Cool Machine: (Knopf $30). 1981. New
York City is beginning to emerge from financial ruin and decline,
energized by rampant real estate development and a Wall Street
unchained by Reagan-era predatory capitalism. Up in Harlem,
successful business owner/master fence Ray Carney has just been
named Sterling Furniture’s Dealer of the Month. When the banks
won’t give his beloved wife Elizabeth a loan for her new travel
agency, however, Carney gambles on one last heist, and finds
himself entangled with a legendary criminal mastermind. “With
his usual pitch-perfect prose, Whitehead paints a portrait of a city
in transition.”

* Wilde, Darcie. The Abduction of Rosalind Thorne (Kensington
$27) is a new chapter in the career of Miss Rosalind Thorne,

a discreet investigator, maybe fixer is fair, for 1820 London.
Here we have a Sir Anthony Kinsdale infatuated with a widow
who may be legit or a fortune hunter. But Sir Anthony’s fortune
has been dissipated. While one daughter, Clara, is affianced to
Rosalind’s first love the Duke of Casselmaine, who is rich, her
two sisters are facing ruin. Which leads to a melodramatic story
where impersonation, fraud, and murder mix it up. I found this
entertaining but wildly improbable, but spending some time in
Bath was nice.

OUR JULY PAPERB ACK PICKS

Carson, Scott. Departure 37 ($19). This is a fabulous book. “In
this striking thriller, Carson—a pseudonym for crime novelist
Michael Koryta—nimbly entwines a contemporary coming-
of-age story with a tale of Cold War paranoia “that brilliantly
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revives Cold War secrets—tensions and innovations, fears and
mysteries—and propels them into the modern day. From nuclear
laboratories to a remote peninsula in coastal Maine, he delivers a
story that is as globally thrilling as it is personally uplifting.” —
Ivy Pochoda, echoed by Paul Tremblay and Stephen King.
Charlie Goodwin, 17 and half-orphaned, has relocated from
Brooklyn, N.Y., to Ash Point, Maine, so her father can chase

his dream of opening a brewery. There’s not much to the town,
save for the long-abandoned naval air station and the wreckage
of the B-52 bomber Charlie’s grandfather crashed into the side
of a mountain in 1962. One morning, from the cockpit of that
wreck, Charlie hears her dead mother’s voice over the radio,
warning her not to fly that day, though she had no plans to do so.
Across the country, hundreds of pilots receive similar messages
from their own mothers, living and dead. The calls come from
an Al program designed to clear the skies, triggered when a
satellite detects the reappearance of a B-52 that mysteriously
vanished mid-flight on a mission to drop a hydrogen bomb on
Cuba to bring an end to the Cuban Missile Crisis. As Charlie’s
story unfolds over a single tense afternoon, flashbacks chronicle
Dr. Martin “Marty” Hazleton’s efforts to find a method to shield
airplanes from nuclear fallout.

Castillo, Linda. Rage ($19). Summer has arrived with a ven-
geance in Painters Mill, and so has a macabre discovery by three
Amish children. Chief of Police Kate Burkholder arrives on scene
to find the dismembered body of 21-year-old Samuel Yutzy, a
local Amish man who owned a successful landscaping business.
What twisted individual murdered him in such a sadistic way?
The investigation has barely begun when, miles away, a second
body is found, stuffed into a barrel and dumped in a ravine. The
deceased is 21-year-old Aaron Shetler, Samuel Yutzy’s best
friend. With a heat wave bearing down, Kate is forced to look
into the rage that rises when Amish lives go dangerously wrong.

% David, Arvind Ethan. The Great Game (Thomas & Mercer
$16.99). Here is a fascinating new hero (or two), along with a fa-
miliar cast of characters—Holmes! Watson! Raffles! Churchill!—
(and a surprise or two!) struggling for the fate of the British
Empire.” —Leslie S. Klinger, our host for David’s virtual even
July 14. T add that it’s subversive too and has a nod to Poe.
“Breathtaking! Yes, it is a brilliant, relentlessly paced
classic crime thriller of good versus evil, populated with liv-
ing, breathing characters (some familiar to us, some not, but
all so fully fleshed out that they might be our neighbors). Yet it
soars beyond that, offering psychological, cultural, and politi-
cal insights that touch our souls—often on issues that have been
tragically neglected [and, I add, run counter to what you may
expect]. Told in a unique and captivating literary voice, this is a
roller coaster of a tale that, I promise, you’ll read in one sitting.
Bravo!” —Jeffery Deaver

% Francis, Felix. Dark Horse: A Dick Francis Novel ($19.99).
Dick and Mary’s son Felix gets into his stride here in a story

that first sets up the outrageous and life-threatening bullying of

a young woman jockey by the jockey-ex she rejects, and then
hands over an investigation to our old friend Sid Halley, famed
jockey now a private investigator, when Imogen Duffy is arrested
for the murder of the villainous Liam. Imogen’s drama is Irish
horse-world based while the murder, investigation, and trial

take place in England. Francis like Dick immerses you in the
world of steeplechase racing with all its detail and drama. I truly

recommend this for its plot and portrait of the bitterly competitive
racing world—a reminder of just how terrific his parents’ thrillers
were. | devoured every one of them.

Karp, Marshall. Don’t Tell Me How to Die ($19.99). This
complex story, our June 2025 Crime Club Pick, has some of

the most arresting voices I’ve come across. The lead voice

is captivating but the character, a survivor of trauma, has a

deep but crucial flaw. “Maggie Dunn, lawyer and mayor of
Heartstone, N.Y., only has three months to live, courtesy of

the same inflammatory blood disease that killed her mother.
While Maggie busies herself finding a suitable new partner for
her husband, brilliant physician Alex, and mother to her two
children, before she’s gone, realtor Minna Schultz dies under
suspicious circumstances during a powerful rainstorm, spiking
Maggie’s anxiety. In fabulous flashbacks, Maggie’s dying mother
frets about finding her husband, Finn, a wife who will help raise
Maggie and her sister. Finn eventually settles on a woman named
Connie Gilchrist, whose eagerness to join the family raises alarm
bells for a young Maggie. Karp toggles back and forth in time,
gradually revealing years of deep-seated secrets. What begins

as a mystery-tinted character study transforms into a full-bore
thriller, with a spate of jaw-dropping twists that recast the entire
narrative.

Krueger, William Kent. Apostle’s Cove ($19). Cork O’Connor,
now a PI, is dreading his upcoming 60th birthday when he gets a
call from his son, Stephen, an intern with an Innocence Project—
style organization that seeks to overturn wrongful convictions.
Stephen believes that the first major investigation Cork oversaw
as sheriff of Tamarack County, put an innocent man behind bars.
The first half of the book recounts that case, detailing the mur-
der of Chastity Boshey and the events that led to the confession
and conviction of her husband, Axel. The second half sees Cork
reopen the case only to meet puzzling resistance from Axel, and
look into a new murder that seems linked to Chastity’s. Krueger’s
muscular prose keeps the action chugging along, but not at the
expense of detailed character work: the author’s portraits of Axel,
Cork, and their associates across more than a quarter-century lend
the narrative a stirring humanity. All this with a vividly rendered
setting and an elegant dual-timeline plot.

Kent brings us a new Cork O’Connor traveling deep
into Minnesota’s Boundary Waters on August 18: God’s Country
(Atria $28).

McGarrity, Michael. Night in the City ($18.99). A lawyer tries to
clear himself of the murder of a New York City socialite in this
sleek noir from one of our favorite writers who is, to our delight,
branching out from New Mexico crime scenes and varying his
time frames. It’s 1950s Manhattan where junior attorney Sam
Monroe has his heart broken by it-girl Laura Nielson. Not long
after their breakup, she calls and invites him to her penthouse.
When Monroe arrives, he finds his Army dog tag wrapped
around Laura’s lifeless body. Realizing he’s likely to be the prime
suspect, Monroe resolves to locate the killer before the cops catch
up with him, and searches Laura’s diary for clues. Meanwhile, he
becomes the target of Johnnie Turner, a vengeful cop who lost a
promotion after Monroe exposed his pattern of planting evidence
during prosecutions. Turner’s smear campaign shreds Monroe’s
professional reputation and forces him to resign from his post,

so he enlists private investigator Debora Jean Ryan to help him
track down Laura’s killer.“Fans of Dashiell Hammett’s The
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Thin Man will enjoy the echoes peppered throughout this twisty
journey through the underbelly of mid-century New York. It’s a
hardboiled good time.”

% Mead, Tom. The House at Devil’s Neck ($16.95) “creates a bril-
liant homage to John Dickson Carr and the Golden Age of myster-
ies with this intricately plotted impossible crime.. It’s August,
1939, on the eve of World War II. An apparent suicide in a London
townhouse uncannily mirrors a similar incident from twenty-five
years ago, prompting Scotland Yard’s George Flint to delve deep
into the past in search of the solution to a long-forgotten mystery.
Meanwhile, former magician Joseph Spector travels with a coach
party through the rainy English countryside to visit an allegedly
haunted house on a lonely island called Devil’s Neck. The house,
first built by a notorious alchemist and occultist, was later used as
a field hospital in the First World War before falling into disrepair.
The visitors hold a séance to conjure the spirit of a long-dead
soldier. But when a storm floods the narrow causeway connecting
Devil’s Neck to the mainland, they find themselves stranded in the
haunted house. Before long, the guests begin to die one by one,
and it seems that the only possible culprit is the phantom soldier.
How can that be? Visit Devil’s Neck to find out.

Pote, Ryan. Blood and Treasure ($20). The destruction of the
International Space Station and the discovery of an ancient scroll
are inextricably intertwined in this debut crossover thriller from a
former Navy helicopter pilot. “Evoking equal parts Clive Cussler
and Tom Clancy, this novel is high-speed, high-stakes, and relent-
lessly entertaining.” —Mark Greaney. See Signed Books for the
sequel being Signed here on July 13.

Preston, Douglas/Lincoln Child. Badlands ($19.99). N OTE: If a
paperback works best for you, buy this. But for the same $19.99
we have some hardcover copies Signed by both authors you can
purchase during July.

Why would two women, years apart, disrobe and lay
down to die under the scorching sun in the same New Mexican
desert? That’s the question Preston and Child pose for forensic
anthropologist Nora Kelly and FBI Agent Corrie Swanson, both
stationed in Santa Fe, in the crackling sequel to Dead Mountain
($18.99). I was riveted to the pages and you will be too. A body
is spotted by a drone, Corrie Swanson is assigned to investigate.
She finds that Vine apparently died five years earlier, after
venturing into an area that the Navajo believed to be the home of
skinwalkers. A spear point found under Vine’s bones leads her to
consult Kelly. The FBI canvasses the area and discovers the older
remains of geological consultant Mandy Driver, leading Swanson
and Kelly to theorize that the deaths might be connected to the
Gallinas, an Indigenous tribe who were wiped out in the 13th
century. The tribe, thought to have moved north from Mexico into
the hoodoos and wild canyons of northern NM where fracking is
ongoing under protest, disappeared centuries ago.

“Preston and Child once again use real history as the
starting point for their hair-raising plot, which makes a series
of tantalizing turns before culminating in an encounter with the
supernatural.

Serritella, Francesca. Full Bloom ($20) The author of debut novel
The Ghosts of Harvard ($18) returns with a story of romance,
mystery, and magical realism by taking you into the glamorous
and male-dominated upper echelons of New York City’s elite
with a woman armed with an intoxicating perfume created just
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for her. It begins when, reeling from a breakup and overlooked
at her job as a lighting designer, Iris Sunnegren finds herself
stuck, disconnected, and lonely . Then, a mysterious neighbor, an
older Frenchwoman, makes her a gift: a bespoke perfume, and
suddenly Iris becomes irresistible. “A delightful premise evolves
into a sexy romp, then deepens further into an exploration of
trauma, power, and responsibility.... Serritella balances whimsy
alongside a melancholic sense of grief. Iris’ longing is so
intensely rendered that it verges on painful. Readers are gifted
with a heartfelt story of ambition and resilience. This novel
would make an excellent pick for book groups; in addition to its
heady themes, it’s sure to spark curiosity about (and within) the
world of perfume.”—Booklist.

Slaughter, Karin. We Are All Guilty Here ($19.99) starts the
North Falls series on the night of the fireworks. When two teen-
age girls vanish, and the town ignites. For Officer Emmy Clifton,
it’s personal. She turned away when her best friend’s daughter
needed help—and now she must bring her home. But as Emmy
combs through the puzzle the girls left behind, she realizes she
never really knew them. Nobody did. “Fans of the Grant County
series by Slaughter, will enjoy the familiar rural Georgia scenery
and small-town secrets, but will find something new in instinct-
driven Emmy Lou and her messy, fascinating family.”—Booklist

MORE JULY PAPERBACKS

Bennett, Michael. Carved in Blood: A Hana Westerman Thriller
($17). Bennett, a NZ author and winner of its Ngaio Marsh
Award (for Crime Fiction) draws upon experience to write about
the formidable Maori cop Hana. When Detective Inspector Jaye
Hamilton stops at an Auckland liquor store for a bottle of cham-
pagne, it is supposed to be celebratory: his daughter Addison has
just gotten engaged. Instead, he is suddenly gunned down at the
register by a balaclava-clad assailant in what appears at first to be
arandom act. The getaway car is quickly recovered, containing
the cell phone of a young Maori man, Toa Davis, who is immedi-
ately the object of an all-out police search. Jaye’s ex-wife, former
Maori detective Hana Westerman, asks in on the investigation.
Her instincts suggest that the vehicle was meant to be found, and
that Jaye had been targeted. After Davis turns up dead, the hunt
for Rendall is on. When he slips through the dragnet and escapes
the country, and in the wake of Jaye’s death, Hana decides to
rejoin the force, acknowledging that she now has unfinished
business. Skillfully plotted, inviting readers ever further into the
appreciation of Maori culture, and with vibrant characters deter-
mined to overcome tragedy with resolve, and family.

* Billingham, Mark. What the Night Brings ($18) is the latest in
his Tom Thorne policing series by 2026 Diamond Dagger winner
Billingham. The targeted murder of four officers is only the first
in a series of attacks that leaves police scared, angry and, most
disturbingly of all, vengeful. As Tom Thorne and Nicola Tanner
dig into the reasons for the violence, a deeper darkness begins

to emerge: the possibility that these murders are payback. To
uncover the truth, Thorne will be forced to question everything
he stands for. This is “Tom Thorne is at his dour, brilliant best,
hunting down a cop-killer, a journey into darkness that ends in a
revelation so shocking it has the legendary detective questioning
everything.”—Vaseem Khan

Cornwell, Patricia. Sharp Force (§19.99). During the early hours
of Christmas morning, chief medical examiner Dr. Kay Scar-
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petta receives a chilling call. The Phantom Slasher has struck
again. The serial killer has terrorized Northern Virginia for
months. His pattern is to stalk with a sophisticated technology
that enables him to invade his victims’ homes and watch their
every move. They wake up to a ghost-like hologram before being
murdered in their beds. Scarpetta heads to Mercy Island, the site
of a notorious psychiatric hospital where two people have been
brutalized, one of them from Scarpetta’s past. It soon becomes
apparent that she could be next....

5k Dennison, Hannah. A Deadly Derailment at Honeychurch Hall
(Hachette UK $18.99). Fifty years ago, the glorious Honeychurch
Hall estate made headlines as the scene of a botched train heist
that left two men dead and the whereabouts of a chest of dia-
monds unknown. So when the daughter of the signalman on duty
that night asks antiques dealer Kat Stanford to value her father’s
railway memorabilia, Kat jumps at the chance. But the collection
contains more surprises than Kat could’ve imagined, and soon it’s
full steam ahead on a very modern-day murder investigation.

DiLorenzo, Maria. Confessions of the Green River Killer
(Crooked Lane $19.99). For true crime buffs here is a startling
profile of this serial killer. John will be doing a chat with the
author on June 21 you can view. Confessions of the Green River
Killer (Crooked Lane $29.99)

Espach, Alison. The Wedding People ($18.99) “is a wickedly
funny and deeply satisfying novel about a woman with nothing
to lose, armed with a green dress, some chocolate wine, and a
coconut pillow, cut loose to cause delightful mayhem. It’s a story
of lovers who turn into strangers, strangers who turn into friends,
and the weird and wonderful connections that make us feel truly
alive.”

It’s a beautiful day in Newport, Rhode Island, when
Phoebe Stone arrives at the grand Cornwall Inn he’s immedi-
ately mistaken by everyone in the lobby for one of the wedding
people, but she’s actually the only guest at the Cornwall who isn’t
here for the big event. Phoebe is here because she’s dreamed of
coming for years—she hoped to shuck oysters and take sunset
sails with her husband, only now she’s here without him, at rock
bottom, and determined to have one last decadent splurge on
herself. Meanwhile, the bride has accounted for every detail and
every possible disaster the weekend might yield except for, well,
Phoebe and Phoebe’s plan—which makes it that much more sur-
prising when the two women can’t stop confiding in each other.

Goodman, Carol. Our Marriage Is Murder ($18.99). Fred and
Thea Morgan-Lane are the envy of the mystery community, the
perfect partners in life and in writing. Together they coauthor

the wildly successful Death Takes a Holiday series, and they’ve
been invited to the Italian castle where it all began for a mystery
conference celebrating their first novel, Death Takes the Castle.
But their twenty-year story isn’t quite the fairytale it seems to
outsiders. Twenty years and twenty books after they met, Thea
wants out. shortly after their arrival at the beautiful Castel-
larosa, a shocking death takes place when the wrong person
drinks a cocktail meant for Thea. The stunned conference-goers
put it down to an unknown allergy, but Thea isn’t so sure. Could
someone be trying to kill her? Perhaps her loving husband isn’t
as ok with their series ending as he pretends, or maybe Nadine,
the upstart young author who is vying to take Thea’s place, wants
her out of the way. Suddenly, it seems like everyone has a motive,
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and when a second death occurs, a disturbing pattern emerges—
these deaths aren’t random, they’re following the murders in
Death Takes a Castle exactly. Murders that Thea and Fred wrote.
In order to save the day—and maybe even their marriage—the
unhappy couple will have to work together to figure out who is
using their book as a blueprint for a killing spree. Can each trust
the other?

* Hallett, Janice. The Killer Question ($20). The pub quiz is

a very English institution, quite widespread and well attended.
Hallett whips up a new challenge to her many fans: A quintes-
sential British pub, an escalating quiz-night rivalry, and a deeply
personal mystery unfold in this clever epistolary tale... A master
class in plotting. Warning to readers seeking emotional footing:
the rug will be yanked again and again. Sue and Mal Eastwood
run an isolated rural pub called The Case is Altered where a
weekly trivia game has revived its flagging fortunes—that is,
until a body is found in the nearby river. Soon after, a mysterious
new team arrives and shakes up the diverse field of regulars by
scoring top marks in every round...every week. Meanwhile, Sue
and Mal have a secret of their own. Before arriving here, they
were caught up in a secret police operation which meant they had
to leave town—and whatever happened back then seems to have
finally caught up with them. Five years later, the pub lies derelict,
and their nephew Dominic is determined to make a documentary
about their story. What happened at this unassuming pub? And
can a single question really kill?

Hughes, Carrie. The Woman From Bookclub (Canelo $18.99).
Welcome to Book Club. Protect the Sisterhood. No husbands. No
Murders. Right. Emma has it all. Jules knows it all. Rosa’s seen

it all. Marianne’s done it all. Lucy watches it all. And newcomer
Lydia wants it. All. When perfect wife Emma gets arrested for the
murder of her husband at Book Club, the group is reeling. But as
the women turn from the murder mystery on the pages to the hid-
den secrets in the group, will they discover a killer plot twist that
none of them saw coming?

Jouhanneau, Anne Sophie. We Would Never Tell (Poisoned Pen
Press $17.99). For those intrigued by the glitz and glamour of
the annual Cannes Film Festival (and the clothes spotted on the
red carpets, this book is for you. The most famous people are all
here to celebrate themselves, while the rest of the world watches
in awe. And with a heavy dose of envy, at least for three women
trying to scrape their way into the spotlight. As they swirl in

the glitz of Cannes, the VIP invitations seem so hard to come

by, and the A-list so far away. It’s enough to drive them a little
crazy. Enough to make them snap and do things they might—or
definitely will—regret. It’s a good thing they’re invisible...until a
multi-million-dollar necklace vanishes and a dead body is found
floating in the Mediterranean Sea. Then, the heat of the spotlight
turns up so hot that they have nowhere to hide. Now their biggest
dreams are even further out of reach.

London, Julia. Rules for Aging and Larceny (Kensington $18.95).
Frances Deluca has always been a force of nature. Active and
agile into her 70s, she can handle anything—except perhaps the
stretch of empty days looming ahead. Widowed, with a grown
son living far away and her own mortality suddenly in view,
Frances longs to feel busy again. What she really wants is the
familiar rush of a well-crafted plan coming together. It’s been a
while, decades in fact—since Frances and her friends pulled off a
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heist. Frances, Joan, Edie, and Irene were a girl gang before such
things even existed, joining forces in their 20s for a one-time job
that revealed a remarkable affinity for crime. Perfect!

Patterson, James. Billion Dollar Ransom with Duane Swierczynski;
The Hamptons Lawyer with Mike Lupica ($19.99 each)

Pelayo, Cynthia. It Came from Neverland (Crooked Lane
$19/99). The Bram Stoker Award winner writes an unusual
horror story set in 1914 blending a kind of Stephen King tale
with elements of Peter Pan. Wendy Darling works by day as a
teacher and cares for wounded soldier from the Western Front
by night. When a student goes missing it throws her back into
her Neverland days when she had a close encounter with Peter
Pan but her brothers only remember him as a childhood fantasy.
Wendy knows differently, and now....

Rimmer, Kelly. The Story Keeper (Mira $18.99). A woman reno-
vating her family’s manor home comes across a misplaced novel
in the library. When she starts to read the book, she’s transported
to a story that happened 50 years ago. But the story feels familiar
to her. It’s a story that mirrors her own life. And it’s about the
mystery of a missing couple that was thought to be unsolvable...
until now. “If you like your fiction with a side of gothic, you’ll
love this. Oh, and there’s a book-within-a-book plot!”

Robecchi Alessandro. Broken Truths (Other Press $17.99), The
NYT Book Review chimes in on my June review: “A great way
to encounter a long-forgotten crime novelist is to meet him as

a character in a more recent writer’s work. I’d read one or two
books by the Italian novelist Augusto De Angelis (1888-1944),
but until I started reading this I had no idea that De Angelis met
a violent end at the hands of a fascist thug, or that his work had
been banned by Mussolini’s government. Robecchi depicts the
final days of the crime writer, as well as the present-day quest by
an aging film director named Manlio Parrini who wants to adapt
De Angelis’s life and death. Parrini had walked away from the
industry decades before, but capturing the essence of De Angelis
on film proves irresistible to him — until he becomes distracted
by murder a little too close to home: His neighbor, the widow
Bastoni, has been found strangled. Real life and art merge in
multiple ways, though I confess to being less interested in the
contemporary investigation than in De Angelis’ narrative, a stark
depiction of a man in extremis during Italy’s darkest hours.” This
is our July Historical Fiction Paperback Pick.

% Ross, LJ. Sycamore Gap (Sourcebooks $18.99). DCI Ryan,
first met in Holy Island ($18.99), is pulled back into his past
when the skeleton of a young woman is discovered inside the
ancient Roman Hadrian’s wall at Sycamore Gap, The victim has
been buried for a decade—and every clue Ryan uncovers only
deepens the mystery. As the investigation unfolds, old secrets
surface, and Ryan finds himself drawn into a deadly game of cat
and mouse with a killer who always seems one step ahead. There
is a hardcover edition ($32.99).

Seo, Maiko. Someone to Cook For (Europa $18). “Yuko’s
upbringing in Japan is shaped by two mothers and three fathers,
most of whom die, move away, or leave. Fascinatingly, Seo’s
debut novel in the United States—after 25 years of literary suc-
cess in Japan—presents these experiences not as traumatic but as
sources of strength... In this unusual reading experience, Yuko’s
worldview emphasizes that having someone, even just one
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person, care and cook for you is enough.”—Booklist —Note the
book’s charming cover art.

% Shankar, Shylashri. Blood Caste (DK $19). Is Jack the Rip-
per at large on the streets of Victorian India? So begins a deadly
game of cat and mouse played in the shadow of empire, where
high birth protects foul deeds and where spilt blood counts for
less than wealth.

% Thomas, Sherry. The Luckiest Lady in London ($20). A reis-
sue. Lord Wrenworth is The Ideal Gentleman, a man all men
want to be and all women want to possess. But underneath is a
damaged soul soothed only by public adulation. Louisa Cantwell
needs to marry well to support her sisters. She does not, however,
want Lord Wrenworth. Still, when he is the only man to propose
at the end of the London season, she reluctantly accepts ... A
marriage of convenience proves to be one of real romance.

Vuong, Ocean. The Emperor of Gladness ($20). “Vuong’s
protagonist, Hai, is a drug-addicted college dropout living in the
fictional town of East Gladness, Connecticut. After he forms an
unlikely bond with an elderly widow from Lithuania, whose house
he moves into, he begins working at a fast-food restaurant, Home-
Market, where all of the employees are, like him, searching for
some kind of home. The novel brims with feeling for these figures,
who, though scorned by society, belong to it nonetheless.” —The
New Yorker. “Estrangement ripples through the novel too, yet The
Emperor of Gladness celebrates profound connections . . . Soulful
and at times heart-wrenching.” —The Seattle Times

% Ware, Ruth. The Woman in Suite 11 ($20). Lo Blacklock of
The Woman in Cabin 10 ($18.99). returns to attend the opening
of a luxury hotel, only to find herself in a white-knuckled race
across Europe. It begins when the invitation to attend the press
opening of a luxury Swiss hotel—owned by reclusive billionaire
Marcus Leidmann—arrives. It’s like the answer to a prayer. Three
years after the birth of her youngest child, Lo Blacklock is ready
to reestablish her journalism career, but post-pandemic travel
journalism is a very different landscape from the one she left ten
years ago. The chateau on the shores of Lake Geneva is every-
thing Lo’s ever dreamed of, and she hopes she can snag an inter-
view with Marcus. Lo gets a late-night call asking her to come
to Marcus’s hotel room, she agrees despite her own misgivings.
She’s greeted, however, by a woman claiming to be Marcus’s
mistress—and in life-or-death jeopardy....

Waxman, Abbi. Deadly Does It ($19). Mason, a Gen Z adrena-
line junkie, and Mann, an ex-con, ex-actress, and lawyer turned
sleuth, have already solved one murder together. United by their
commitment to sarcasm, they now face a second crime that’s way
too close to home. Alexa Rousso keeps having accidents, and no
one but her thinks it’s a coincidence. Could her checkered past be
coming back to get her? Mason and Mann’s investigation takes
them to the Bay Area, to the Central Coast, and — of course — to
the hippest spots in Los Angeles. Will the Berkeley boho vibe
convert Mann from vintage couture? Will the wine snobs of Ojai
drive Mason to drink (or to vinicide, which isn’t even a thing)?
More importantly, will they solve the mystery before the mur-
derer’s sights settle on the detectives themselves. “As in the first
Mason and Mann novel, the clever dialogue stands out, and the
insight into a recovering alcoholic’s life is compelling. ...A lively
mystery with sharp characters that will appeal to fans of Elle
Cosimano and Catherine Mack.”—Booklist
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